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[Begin Tape 4426. Begin Session I.] 
 
 
CHELSEA ARSENEAULT: Alright. Today is March 27, 2015. And I’m Chelsea 

Arseneault representing the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU Libraries. We 

are working in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu Museum to document the history of 

Mossville. Today we are at the Rigmaiden Center on Old Spanish Trail. I’m here today with Ms. 

Carolyn Marshall and Ms. Shirley Andrus. Thank you all so much for agreeing to be 

interviewed. This is going to be a short interview, about 15 to 20 minutes. And we will likely be 

in touch with you later to set up a longer interview, if you’re interested. 

 

CAROLYN MARSHALL:        Okay. That’s fine. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Could you please state your full names? 

 

SHIRLEY ANDRUS: Shirley Simien Andrus. 

 

MARSHALL:   Carolyn Simien Marshall. 

 

ARSENEAULT: When and where were you born? 
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ANDRUS: We were born right here in Mossville, Louisiana. 

 

MARSHALL: I was born May 21, 1956, in Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What are your parents’ names? 

 

ANDRUS: [1:12]  Our father and mother was Lawrence James Simien, Senior, and Beatrice 

Hardy Simien. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And your grandparents? 

 

ANDRUS: Our grandparents was [Zem?] Simien and Teresa Fontenot Simien 

 

ARSENEAULT: On? 

 

MARSHALL:   Daddy’s side. 

 

ANDRUS: My dad’s side. On my mom’s side was [Arzina Hardy?], Senior, and— 

 

MARSHALL:   Mary. 

 

ANDRUS: Mary Collins Simien. I mean— 
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MARSHALL:   Hardy. (laughs)  

 

ANDRUS: [1:32]  Hardy. I’m getting them all mixed up now. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So what is your earliest memory of Mossville? 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh my God! 

 

ANDRUS: My earliest memory of Mossville as I was coming up as a child is Mossville 

community was family-oriented. Family that got together to celebrate. Family that got together if 

you needed help or whatever. Then my father, his dream was always to open a grocery store. He 

opened a little community grocery store to help the people out in the neighborhood. He didn’t 

care if you ain’t had the money or whatever, he let you charge and stuff, and then you come pay 

when you can. If you had to put something on it, he still wouldn’t turn his back on you or 

nothing. He said, come on and charge. I can remember the time when we was all kids coming up, 

in the store, the price of food was much cheaper then than it is now. 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, lord, yes! 

 

ANDRUS: Okay? Because during that Depression time, when we was coming up. . .  

 

MARSHALL:   A penny for a bubble gum. [laughs]  
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ANDRUS: A penny for a bubble gum. A penny for any kind of candy. A nickel for a can of 

soda. Seventy-five cents for a pound of lunchmeat. 

 

MARSHALL:   [2:37]  Oh, yes! A pound of lunchmeat. [laughs]  

 

ANDRUS: It was awesome. Milk wasn’t but 89 cents. 

 

MARSHALL:   Eighty-nine cents. 

 

ANDRUS: A gallon. 

 

MARSHALL:   It was good then. 

 

ANDRUS: It was good. It was really, we really enjoyed living in here in Mossville. We 

enjoyed just being family-oriented, period. We didn’t go to Mossville High School or whatever. 

Our parents worked until they put us in Catholic school. All our family went to Sacred Heart 

Catholic School, which is in Lake Charles, Louisiana. Most of Mossville, y’all ain’t going to 

believe— 

 

MARSHALL:   Is kin people. [laughs]  

 

ANDRUS: Is all kin folks. Is kin folks on the Simien side. 
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MARSHALL:   Everybody kin. Everybody kin. 

 

ANDRUS: It’s kin on the Hardy. 

 

MARSHALL:   All my mama’s people, all down Spanish Trail. All the Hardy’s. 

 

ANDRUS: Everybody’s. 

 

MARSHALL:   Everybody. 

 

ANDRUS: Spanish Trail, Prater Road, everywhere, is just relatives. Everything is just 

[unclear]  

 

MARSHALL:   And every holiday— 

 

ANDRUS:  [3:27]  Everybody get together. 

 

MARSHALL:   One big gathering. Oh, it was nice. 

 

ANDRUS: Everybody bring a couple of dish or whatever, and then we just sit out there. 

 

MARSHALL:   And everybody, kids would go out there and play kickball against the 

grown-ups. 
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ANDRUS: Yeah. 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, we used to have fun. 

 

ANDRUS: We had fun. 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, just the good days. 

 

ANDRUS: But you don’t find that too much now. 

 

MARSHALL:   No. 

 

ANDRUS: Everybody’s off today in their own little world. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What was the name of your dad’s store? 

 

ANDRUS: [3:46]  My dad’s store was called Simien Grocery Store. It was located on Old 

Spanish Trail. The store was in front of the house. And we lived in the back. That’s something 

that his dream was always to open a store, like I said, just to help the community out. And he did, 

until he took sick. And by us all going to school across the bridge at a Catholic school, some 

days we wouldn’t make it across the bridge, especially when we had ice on the bridge or 

whatever, we had to stay on the other side. And most of the time it was just Mama at home 

running the store while Dad and the kids were trying to find a place to sleep across the bridge. 
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MARSHALL:   Across the bridge, yeah. [laughter]  

 

ANDRUS: Thank God we had other relatives that we was safe to go to [laughter]. But after 

that, Dad took sick, Dad took it with diabetes. And he wasn’t able to run the store, take us to 

school. And then Mom decided she wanted to go out and find her a job, so she did. She started 

working through the Catholic schools just as well, being a cook. And so he say, okay, since 

everybody’s across that bridge or whatever, we’re going to have to just let the store close. And 

everybody, we’re going to move out to Lake Charles. We closed the store in 1965 and we all 

moved back to Lake Charles, which is closer. And during that time we had five kids in the 

family. 

 

MARSHALL:   [5:11]  Yup. I’m the caboose. [laughs] 

 

ANDRUS: Three brothers and the caboose is right [unclear] Out of my three brothers, one of 

my brothers, they’re deceased. He died in 1999. But the other two are still living. And our 

grandparents, they deceased. Both sides, on my mother’s side and my father’s side. But we still 

have relatives here. Between here and Sulphur, and Westlake, we still got relatives. 

 

MARSHALL:   And the ones that moved from here, sold the properties and stuff, they in 

Carlyss and Vinton.   

 

ANDRUS: They done moved everything. 
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MARSHALL:   But we still all keep in touch. 

 

ANDRUS: But you know, I hated [to leave?] Mossville when we left Mossville because the 

fact is, most of the relatives were here. And like I said, it was such a family-oriented place. 

Family was there to help you regardless what the situation was. 

 

MARSHALL:   Right. 

 

ANDRUS: They never turned their back on each other. If you needed them, you just called 

them, they were there. 

 

MARSHALL:   You could be a stranger. 

 

ANDRUS: [6:01]  You could a stranger. Neighbors. It didn’t matter. 

 

MARSHALL:   That’s how it was out here. 

 

ANDRUS: People just came out to help each other. But now, you don’t have that. 

 

MARSHALL:   No. 

 

ANDRUS: And that’s the best part that I’m going to miss, because the families are not 

oriented now. 
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MARSHALL:   [6:17]  It’s like family just separated from each other. It’s not like when 

we was coming up. Go outside and play. Go in the woods and hide and do things. Chase the 

chickens and stuff, you know. [laughs] 

 

ANDRUS: Oh, yeah, we got some good, oh, yeah, I got a chicken in my neck to remind me 

about it. [laughs]  

 

MARSHALL:   She’s scared of feathers. 

 

ANDRUS: Was. 

 

MARSHALL:   We used to run her all the time with feathers. 

 

ANDRUS: When my mom was pregnant with me— 

 

MARSHALL:   When we wanted to get the best of her, to make her do something, we go 

outside and get a feather and we run all around the house. She go in the wood and stuff. But we 

wouldn’t go too far in the wood. 

 

ANDRUS: [6:45]  But when my mom was pregnant with me, my mom’s idea was to try to 

kill a rooster. And the rooster jumped at her. And when that rooster jumped at her, whatever— 

 

MARSHALL:   She got marked. 
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ANDRUS: I got marked with a bird mark in my neck. [laughter] So. So I got the bird mark of 

the rooster. But yeah then after that, they did, they did tease me. 

 

MARSHALL:   [Agrees]. We knew how to get the best of her. Especially when we didn’t 

want to do it. So she had to do it or else. [laughs] Get the feather. 

 

ANDRUS: I’m not like that anymore, thank God. 

 

MARSHALL:   [7:16]  No. I hope not.  

 

ANDRUS: I’m not scared of a feather. 

 

MARSHALL:   Not at your age, no more. [laughter] Can you imagine? 

 

ANDRUS: These old bones, these old bones can’t do what they used to do. But we had good 

times. We really did. We had good times. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yeah. I wish things would come back like it used to be. 

 

ANDRUS: Especially with family being oriented. I mean, that’s what our country, 

communities need today, is families being oriented. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yeah. I bought my property over here. 
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ARSENEAULT: [7:45]  Can you describe your house? 

 

ANDRUS: We lived in a three-bedroom, one-bath, kitchen and a living room. And then like I 

said, the store was in the front of the house. We was in the back of the house. Mom— 

 

MARSHALL:   When we first started out growing up, though, we didn't have bathrooms 

in the house. 

 

ANDRUS: No. We had an outhouse. 

 

MARSHALL:   We had to go outside, outhouses and stuff. 

 

ANDRUS: Until they put— 

 

MARSHALL:   Until they started with, you know, having bathrooms inside and stuff. 

 

ANDRUS: Can you imagine going to the outhouse when it’s dark? 

 

MARSHALL:   [8:14]  Everybody used to say, we used to use the Sears Roebuck. [laughs] 

It’s just something people would say out here, when you go to the outdoor commode and stuff, 

they used to take the Sears Roebuck thing to wipe their behinds with. [laughs]  

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, the magazine. 
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ANDRUS: Magazines. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yes! [laughter] Oh, it was fun. We used to have fun, though. 

 

ANDRUS: [8:39]  Yeah, and in that time, we didn’t have, like she said, before they started 

putting the bathrooms in the house, you had the big number two, or the big number three tubs, 

you had to bathe in that. 

 

MARSHALL:   Tubs to take baths, yeah. 

 

ANDRUS: You know, heat that water on the stove. 

 

MARSHALL:   Everybody take their turn. 

 

ANDRUS: Everybody had to take their turns. 

 

MARSHALL:   Well water. Everybody took their turn. When your well went out, 

everybody was out there, the neighborhood was out there helping you dig another well. 

 

ANDRUS: Oh, yeah. 

 

MARSHALL:   That was the best thing behind it. Everybody helped everybody. And 

today you can’t get that. You can’t get it. 
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ANDRUS: [9:08]  No. 

 

MARSHALL:   I had bought property over here. Right around the corner from here. 

Because I wanted to raise my grandkids out here. But when Sasol came in, I went on and sold it. 

But I’m still going back out of the city living somewhere. Inside the city limits is no place to 

raise a kid. Especially small kids. There’s too many things happening. Get out of the city limit, 

way in the country somewhere. And you just can let them run free. They’ll stay out of trouble. 

City? They in trouble. I raised four kids. My oldest son going to be 40 on the thirteenth of June. 

My oldest daughter going to be 39 on the 27th of June. My youngest son is 37. He’ll be 37 on the 

second next month. And my baby is 35, which is just recovering from colon and liver cancer. I 

have 23 grandkids, two great-grandkids, and another great-grandkid on the way. My husband 

been a stroke victim for six years now. Recently he just fell and broke four bones in his back. So 

I take care of him and my daughter. And my grandbabies. And I love them to death. Keeps me 

busy.  

[10:21]  And we cook every day. If Nani don’t cook, they get mad. So Nani got to cook 

every day. And when I get ready to go to bed, they don’t want to go to bed with their mama, my 

little great-grandson. “Nani! Ni! Ni!” “What?” “Bottle.” I go fix his bottle. He’s two years old. 

He’ll climb into bed in between me and my husband. “Night night.” And he’ll lay there and go to 

sleep. I just pick him up and go put him back into bed with his mama. The little granddaughter is 

with my daughter, her grandma. She used to be real close to me, but she moved closer to my 

daughter now since she have cancer and stuff. But she’s three. She’ll be four on the third of 

April. She’s four but she’s like she’s 44. She’s so grown. And she told me the other day, “Nani, 

you see my mama fixed my hair. Don’t you think it look pretty?” And she knows, she loves to 
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take pictures of stuff. Oh, Jesus, lord have mercy. But like I told [unclear], we want to go ride 

some horses. So that’s what I said. I want to get out of the city limits, go out there, get some 

horses and stuff and show them what it’s all about. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [11:33]  What was y’all’s property like? 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, lordy have mercy. We have a big property out here. Whole big front 

yard, the side yard, the backyard. And you go a little further, it was nothing but woods. And boy, 

when we’d get in trouble, we’d go run and hide in the woods. [laughter]  

 

ANDRUS: Hide in the woods. Hide in the woods. 

 

MARSHALL:   Mama and Daddy couldn’t find us. But we knew we had to come out by 

the time it get dark. Because you didn’t want to be outside, no, not after dark. [laughs] Anything 

could have came out of the wood and grabbed you. (laughs) I remember one we time was in the 

woods, we was climbing, acting crazy. My mama and my daddy used to tell us, “Don’t you go 

way far in the woods.” Because it was an old saying, they had some Indians that had died back 

there. And they had this wild horse. And it was like it would protect that area. 

 

ANDRUS: Area. 
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MARSHALL:   And we went that way. And honestly, one night, it just like just passed by 

us and you could see the footsteps, but you just felt the wind just pass by you. Well, talk about 

some kids ran out of that wood. [laughter]  

 

ANDRUS: Yeah, lord. 

 

MARSHALL:   We ran. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [12:37]  What’s that story? 

 

ANDRUS: Well it’s, like she said, they say it’s like some Indians or somebody had died and 

they had, I guess they were protecting the land and everything else. We don’t know why or what. 

But like she said, we used to run in the woods. 

 

MARSHALL:   They think they have some like some treasure or something buried back 

there. 

 

ANDRUS: On the land. But we never, nobody ever— 

 

MARSHALL:   The horse and stuff, the spirit and stuff was just there to protect it, keep 

the people from taking the stuff from back there.  

 

ANDRUS: [13:03]  Oh, trust me. 
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MARSHALL:   We never did try to go back there to find nothing. 

 

ANDRUS: Oh, no, no, no. 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, no.  

 

ANDRUS: [13:06]  Once that horse came out and passed. . . 

 

MARSHALL:   And you could hear it. 

 

ANDRUS  . . . we left. 

 

MARSHALL:   You could hear it. You could see the footprints, but you couldn’t see him. 

 

ANDRUS: You couldn't see it. 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, yeah. That was the end of it. We never went back way down deep in 

the woods. 

 

ANDRUS: Not way deep in the woods. 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, no. Never no more. I wish I could go back to them days. 
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ANDRUS: Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [13:25]  Did you all have a garden? 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, lord, yes. 

 

ANDRUS: Oh, yes. 

 

MARSHALL:   We grew our own vegetables. 

 

ANDRUS: Own vegetables. 

 

MARSHALL:   And most of the meat and stuff. Chicken, cows. Pigs. 

 

ANDRUS: We had our own little farm. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yep. We loved it. 

 

ANDRUS: Which was more healthy for you than what it is today. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yup. 
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ANDRUS: Because they always fed like on corn and stuff. The meat was much better. You 

could tell it was much fresher because when you brown it and stuff it turned totally brown. 

 

MARSHALL:   Gravy. 

 

ANDRUS: Today you got the white of it and that’s it. [laughter] Okay? There’s no taste to it. 

You’ve got to put a lot of stuff in it to make it taste good. But yeah, we did. [I go back?] And my 

mother and daddy always did the tomatoes, the cucumbers, the mustard greens, the okra, the 

potatoes. 

 

MARSHALL:   You name it, she had it. 

 

ANDRUS: [14:08]  You name it, we had it. The only thing that I didn’t like about it is when 

you had to get out there in that doggone field and dig up the potatoes or whatever, or shuck the 

corn, or whatever. 

 

MARSHALL:   But you had it good. 

 

ANDRUS: You sound like you’ve been there. 

 

MARSHALL:   But you had it good! Since she was scared of feathers, she didn’t have to 

pick the chickens. 
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ANDRUS: I didn’t pick the chickens. They picked it. Hello. She picked the chickens. 

 

MARSHALL:   She wouldn’t pick the chickens!  

 

ANDRUS: I stayed away. 

 

MARSHALL:   She was scared of the feathers. And I don't think that was fair at the time. 

No. It wasn’t fair. 

 

ANDRUS: [14:31]  I had a chicken mark in my neck to remind me! I didn’t want to do that. 

It was fair enough to us. 

 

MARSHALL:   That’s why we chased you with the feathers. [laughter]  

 

ARSENEAULT: You all did have livestock? 

 

ANDRUS: Yes. We did.  

 

MARSHALL:   Yeah. 

 

ANDRUS: Daddy always did, we did all our own butchering ourselves. Everybody had to be 

out there when they come down for the butchering. 
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MARSHALL:   Four o’clock in the morning. 

 

ANDRUS: Four o’clock in the morning.  

 

MARSHALL:   Everybody, nobody in bed. Everybody up. Children, everybody. 

 

ANDRUS: Out. You got to get out there and do your share. 

 

MARSHALL:   Everybody was outside doing a job. 

 

ANDRUS: Mama would make the boudin and stuff. Daddy would set out that black pot 

outside. 

 

MARSHALL:   Ooh, I remember cleaning the guts out of the pigs. Ooooh! Yeah, yeah. 

 

ANDRUS: Make some good old hog cracklings and stuff. 

 

MARSHALL:   [15:09]  That was fun. 

 

ANDRUS: Cook those big old black pot of that back bones. 

 

MARSHALL:   Back bones. Oh, lord, yes. 
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ANDRUS: With some good old mustard greens and yams and cornbread. Oh, there you go! 

[laughter] You know what I’m talking about, huh, brother? [laughter] But whatever we did, 

everybody would come in our neighborhood. Because either side, even across the street or 

whatever, it was all relatives. 

 

MARSHALL:   It was all kin people. 

 

ANDRUS: It was always, everybody was kin on either side of us. 

 

MARSHALL:   [15:38]  Holidays, special days, birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, 

everybody would [break] and you would never hear no noise. 

 

ANDRUS: Remember the time we had the wedding? And they was on horseback? [Verna?] 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, yes. I had a cousin got married western style. Oh, that was so 

beautiful. 

 

ANDRUS: They wanted to get married in a [break] And also we went to Westlake, to Saint 

John de Bosco and Our Lady of Prompt Succor in Sulphur. Yeah. We belong, we Catholic. We 

belong to the Catholic Church. 

 

MARSHALL:   Love it. [laughs]  
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ARSENEAULT: [16:27]  Who were some of the leaders in your church? 

 

ANDRUS: Most of the leaders in our church, my father is one, because he was Knights of 

Peter Claver. He’s one of— 

 

MARSHALL:   A high knight. 

 

ANDRUS: Yeah, he was one of the high knights in Knights of Peter Claver.  

 

MARSHALL:   Him and— 

 

ANDRUS: And we had— 

 

MARSHALL:   --the majority of my uncles. My grandfather. 

 

ANDRUS: My uncles and them, they were all the Simiens or the Hardys. They were most of 

the high elites that we had in the church. 

 

MARSHALL:   Everybody was, all the older people was in church. They was either a 

knight— 

 

ANDRUS: And same thing with the ladies. The ladies auxiliary and stuff. 
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MARSHALL:   The Ladies’ Auxiliary and stuff like that. 

 

ANDRUS: Whatever, they was all. 

 

MARSHALL:   That’s how I was all raised.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [17:03]  Where did you go to school? 

 

ANDRUS: We all went to Sacred Heart Catholic School in Lake Charles. 

 

MARSHALL:   Until they closed their high school down. 

 

ANDRUS: High school down.  

 

MARSHALL:   Then we went to public school. 

 

ANDRUS: Public school. 

 

MARSHALL:   We all went to the same school. Except my oldest brother had to go to 

Washington to finish his education in twelfth grade. And my brother that deceased in ’99, he 

graduated from Marion High School. 

 

ANDRUS: And which we all graduated from Marion. 
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MARSHALL:   And after that, all the rest of us graduated from Marion. But junior high, 

we went to— 

 

ANDRUS: It was called Lincoln. 

 

MARSHALL:   Lincoln. But it’s [Lady Modo?] now. I never did go to college. I didn’t 

want to go college. I had enough school. I wanted to get married young, raise my family. And I 

did. Had my four kids. Two girls, two boys. And I love them to death. And they’re the best kids. 

I never had no trouble with them. Thank you, the good lord, for it. Lord have mercy. [laughs]  

 

ANDRUS: [17:57]  I did go to college. I went to McNeese State University. I stayed there for 

two years. I majored in business administration. And then some dude came and swept me off my 

feet and I didn’t go back. [laughs] Wind up with four lovely kids. Two girls, two boys. Out of 

those four, I had a set of twins. 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, yes. Indeed.  

 

ANDRUS: And my oldest daughter, she’s 39. My oldest son is 36. And my twins are 35. And 

I only got five little grandchildren. I’m so blessed to be with them. 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh, you’re just jealous, because I got more than you. [laughter] But you 

know, at least mine, I got two, three just graduating that’s 18 this year, graduating in May. 
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ANDRUS: Thank the lord! 

 

MARSHALL:   I don't know how I’m going to separate my body like that, because they all 

go to different schools. 

 

ANDRUS: That was really that I love and everything else, it doesn’t matter how old we get 

or whatever. 

 

MARSHALL:   No. 

 

ANDRUS: [18:56]  Families that was left and are still here, they still call you. They call you 

to participate in they children or children’s children. See they grandchildren. Because me and 

her, she’s known as Nana. I’m known as Nanny. (laughter) Okay. No matter if you’re cousin, 

niece, nephew, friends, or whatever, that’s what our whole community call us. That’s just it. Our 

parents raised us to be oriented to help people out and everything else. And I guess we just, we 

grew on people. Because people come to us for just about anything. I mean, we don’t turn our 

backs for nothing. I mean, I’ll feed you. It doesn’t matter. You don’t have it, I’ll give you a place 

to stay. That’s me. But you know, now that people, you can’t trust people too much anymore. 

But still, we do what we have to do because what our parents did into us.  

 

MARSHALL:   [19:55]  Yeah. Yeah. Before I got disabled, I worked at Sears for about 

three years. Then after that, I went to the school board office, I started working for the school 

board office. And I started subbing for kids at school. And that’s where I learned about more 
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about, besides my kids, raising my kids, how these other kids, what was wrong with them. And I 

learned a lot about kids. They say kids today is, they like, I don't know, they disobedient because 

of the law. But it’s not just that. It’s because they don’t have the training at home and they don’t 

have the love at home. You know? It was one little boy, he was in the third grade with my 

daughter. That boy would give this teacher so much trouble. And that day I had to sub in that 

class and they had warned me about it. I said, I’m not worried about that child. I said, that child 

need attention. You all don’t understand that. So when I got in the classroom, he said, “Ms. 

Simien.” I said, “Yeah, what? What’s wrong, baby?” “Can I go to the bathroom?” I say, “You 

just got in class. I don't think you’ve got to go to the bathroom.” 

[21:04]  So he started cutting up, cutting up. Then the kids started picking at him. And I 

told him, I said, “Wait, come here.” And I took him outside the door and I closed the door. And I 

told the kids to read a book until I come back in the class. I say, “Baby, what’s wrong?” I say, 

“Why are you so frustrated? Why you got anger in you?” He say, “Ms. Simien, everybody 

picking at me.” I say, “Why?” “Because my mama was picked up for drugs and she in jail.” I 

say, “Baby, let me tell you something. Don’t let that bother you. Because they don’t know what 

their parents going to go through yet. Don’t let that bother you. Don’t pay attention to that.” I 

say, “Pray and ask God to lead you and to take care of your mama so she come out of jail to be 

with you.” And I think about three years after that, his mama came out of jail and he been back 

with her ever since. Just lovely. 

 

ANDRUS: It is. And that’s like with Mossville, the majority of our community in Mossville, 

everybody was family-oriented, like I said. But they were praying people. Everybody was 

praying people in Mossville. I mean, you could call anybody on the phone, go to their house or 
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whatever. If you needed prayers, if you needed somebody to talk to you or whatever for 

whatever reason, they were there.  

 

MARSHALL:   [22:20]  Yeah. That was the best thing. 

 

ANDRUS: Never close their doors to say “I can’t help you” or nothing. 

 

MARSHALL:   No. 

 

ANDRUS: They were there. Their doors were open for any reason that you would come. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yeah. And that was the good thing about staying out here. You could 

leave your doors open at nighttime! And your windows. 

 

ANDRUS: Yeah, we used to leave doors open at night. Wake up in the morning. 

 

MARSHALL:   But you can’t do it no more. [laughs] We had fun when we was coming 

up. 

 

ANDRUS: We did. 

 

MARSHALL:   I loved it. 
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ANDRUS: We might not look like we old, but we old. 

 

MARSHALL:   You might be old. 

 

ANDRUS: I know, clothes get old. 

 

MARSHALL: Only clothes get old. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [22:48]  So when you were young in Mossville, where did you all gather? 

 

ANDRUS: At my mama house, at our house. 

 

MARSHALL:   Everybody was— 

 

ANDRUS: Everything was at our house. At our house or we went to my Uncle Ernie’s house 

right there on Prater Road. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yep. 

 

ANDRUS: Because we all had the biggest lands that everybody would get together. 

 

MARSHALL:   We loved it. I’d give anything to go back to the days. [laughs]  
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ARSENEAULT: [23:20]  So kind of wrapping up, we would love to sit down again with 

you and do a longer interview. But I wanted to ask you, what does home mean to you? 

 

ANDRUS: Being in Mossville? Home is— 

 

MARSHALL:   It’s going to be really missed. 

 

ANDRUS: Yes, it is. It’s missed when we even left here. Because like we left part of our life 

here. And it’s a part that we couldn't take with us to Lake Charles. 

 

MARSHALL:   And it’s something you have to get used to it. You know, when you’re, I 

just said in the country like, out here like it was, and you’re moving into a city that you never 

knew nothing about before, it’s completely different. 

 

ANDRUS:   Yeah. 

 

MARSHALL:   Because it’s a lot of things you can do out here in the country, you can’t 

do in the city and stuff. We have to get used to all this stuff. 

 

ANDRUS: And the community is not like the same like being here. 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Shirley Andrus and Carolyn Marshall       4700.2505 Tape 4426                      30 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

MARSHALL:   The community’s not like even, it’s completely different. And as years go, 

it’s getting worse and worse. You know, things are not like it used to be. Like I say, I guess pray 

and ask God for things to come back and be better than what it is now. Who knows? 

 

ANDRUS: Families helping families. That’s the best. 

 

MARSHALL:   They don’t help families no more. 

 

ANDRUS: That was the best time. Sit around the fire. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yep. 

 

ANDRUS: Listen to the old stories. Listen to the old people talking Creole. 

 

MARSHALL:   [24:44]  Dancing Zydeco. 

 

ANDRUS: Dancing Zydeco. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yes, indeed. 

 

ANDRUS: Oh, can we remember the [unclear] over here? When Cousin [Buzu Chavez?] 

 

MARSHALL:   Yes, indeed. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Shirley Andrus and Carolyn Marshall       4700.2505 Tape 4426                      31 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

ANDRUS: We used to hang out at [Buzu?] house. 

 

MARSHALL:   And we always danced. 

 

ANDRUS: And everybody had their fun and danced. 

 

MARSHALL:   My mom and my daddy would go to the dance, he would take me and my 

sister with them. 

 

ANDRUS: Oh, yeah. We had to go to the dance with them. 

 

MARSHALL:   The girls would never stay home by themselves. 

 

ANDRUS: [25:05]  Girls never stayed home. Girls had to follow Mom and Dad. Boys, they 

all had to work. They were older than us. They had to work to help out. But me and my sister, we 

had to go to dance with them. There were some good times. We enjoyed it. Even when Cousin 

[Buzu?] was down the road. Sitting on his porch or his accordion. And Daddy come there with 

his accordion. And then what’s it called? 

 

MARSHALL:   His harmonica. 

 

ANDRUS: His harmonica. Or what you call him would come with this rub board, [come 

backing them?]. That was some good days. 
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MARSHALL:   Mm hmm. 

 

ANDRUS: We had some fun. 

 

MARSHALL:   Yup. That was the good days about out here. 

 

ANDRUS: Mm hmm. 

 

MARSHALL:   You could party from sun up to sundown. 

 

ANDRUS: It didn’t matter. 

 

MARSHALL:   You didn’t have to worry about nothing. 

 

ANDRUS: Family would come in, people would pass by. Cousin [Buzu?] and Daddy said, 

“Come on, come on. Invite them on in.” Everybody would just sit there and just have a good 

time. 

 

MARSHALL:   [25:53]  Love it. I would give anything to go back to it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you all remember any songs? 

 

MARSHALL:   Oh my God, “Paper in My Shoe.” 
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ANDRUS: “Paper in My Shoe.” “Hey Lucille.” That’s what Daddy and Cousin [Buzu?] 

loved to play. 

 

MARSHALL:   “Knocking on the Back Door.” 

 

ANDRUS: “Knocking on the Back Door.” Like I say, we had some good days. 

 

MARSHALL:   There you have some names of them songs. 

 

ANDRUS: Oh, yeah. That was great. 

 

MARSHALL:   Love it.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [26:18]  What is the most important thing you want people to remember 

about Mossville that isn’t in a history book? 

 

MARSHALL:   Hmm. 

 

ANDRUS: Me, personally, like I said, it’s just family-oriented. The community being family 

helping families. Because now like everybody’s gone here and there, scattered. Families is not 

there for each other anymore. And I’m going to miss that, being in Mossville. I really am. And I 

know a lot of them miss the little store my daddy and Ms. Martill had, because they was the only 

two black people who had little stores in Mossville. And then Ms. Martill closed hers before we 
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closed ours because she took sick. And I know a lot of people are going to miss that just as well. 

Because Daddy was a person that, he didn’t give a care if you ain’t had the money or nothing. If 

you needed something for your children, come get it out of his store. Pay him later. 

 

MARSHALL:   Or don’t pay him at all. 

 

ANDRUS: Or don’t him at all. Because he was planning on give you— 

 

MARSHALL:   Never say “God,” say “give,” and you get your blessing. 

 

ANDRUS: That’s right. He wasn’t going to let nobody go starving, or anything else. So. But 

you don’t do that now with the society right now. You can’t do that. So.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [27:40]  Well thank you all so much. 

 

MARSHALL:   You’re welcome. 

 

ANDRUS: Thank you. 

 

ARSENEAULT: This concludes our interview. On behalf of the center and of the Calcasieu 

Museum, we appreciate your contribution today. Did you want to add anything? Closing? 

 

MARSHALL:   You? 
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ANDRUS: No.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Great. Well, this concludes our interview. 

 

[28:02] 

[End Tape 4426. End Session I.] 
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