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[Begin Tape 4621. Begin Session I.] 
 
 
STEPHANIE DRAGOON:      How does the sound . . . How does it sound, Beck? Cool. 

Alright. And we are recording. Today is May eleventh, 2016. We are at Ms. Charlotte Bernard’s 

home in Moss Bluff [Louisiana]. I’m Stephanie Dragoon with the T. Harry Williams Center for 

Oral History with LSU Libraries. And I’m here today with Ms. Charlotte Bernard to talk about 

her memories of Mossville, Louisiana as part of a project conducted in conjunction with the 

Imperial Calcasieu Museum to document the history of Mossville. Thank you so much for your 

time and inviting us into your home. We really appreciate it. 

 

CHARLOTTE BERNARD:        [00:37]  Alright. 

 

DRAGOON:       I’m just going to start with a few basic questions, and also should know this is 

our first interview session together. 

 

BERNARD:      Okay. 

 

DRAGOON:      Can you please state your full name for the recording? 

 

BERNARD:     [00:51]  My name is Charlotte Bernard. I live in Moss Bluff, and I live with my 

two parents, Dorothy Bernard and John Bernard, and my granddaughter Alyssa Meyer.  
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DRAGOON:      When and where were you born? 

 

BERNARD:     I was born in Houston, Texas, 1954. 

 

DRAGOON:      And when did you move to Mossville? 

 

BERNARD:     [01:23]  I moved to Mossville when I was seven years old. My dad was living 

in Houston and he got a job in the plants, Conoco at that time, and we just moved to Mossville 

near Conoco.  

 

DRAGOON:      And what was your first impression of Mossville? 

 

BERNARD:     My first impression . . . Excitement because they always had something going 

on over there that . . . was interesting. I loved it. I loved it very much. They had the swimming 

pool across the street where we went every day. And then they had the ballpark. When we got 

out of the pool we went to the ballpark. So I really had a good childhood living over there.  

 

DRAGOON:       [02:18]  What part of Mossville did you live in? 

 

BERNARD:      By the Rigmaiden Recreation Center. Right across the street. Right directly 

across the street from the recreation swimming pool and ballpark. So I lived in best areas. 

 

DRAGOON:       What did your house look like? 
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BERNARD:      My house . . . I loved my house because it was big. And my daddy and mama 

raised a lot of . . . I had a lot of brothers and sisters, and me. All played together and got along 

good together and swim and played together. 

 

DRAGOON:       [03:02]  How many siblings did you have? 

 

BERNARD:      Six sisters and three brothers. Six including myself. 

 

DRAGOON:       Wow. What were some of your favorite activities when you were growing up? 

 

BERNARD:       [03:18]  My favorite . . . Well I loved going to school. I love eating [laughs]. 

And playing with my brothers and sisters. Walking the brick wall and my daddy didn’t like us to 

walk around the brick wall because it was . . . his houses had brick and it was just big enough for 

us to walk around it. So we were doing it for fun. 

 

DRAGOON:       And did your mother work as well? 

 

BERNARD:      No, she would go to a church, Saint John Bosco in Westlake [Louisiana] and 

she was a teacher. She would have classes and she would go pick up the kids and she would 

bring them to church. 

 

DRAGOON:       Did your grandparents live in Mossville? 
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BERNARD:       No, they . . . My dad had a van and we would go over there just about every 

other week or every week and on weekends and go to Lafayette [Louisiana] and they call that 

Duson. We would go in Duson. We would stay awhile in Duson. Then we go to my mom’s 

people and she lived . . . They lived in Lafayette around Evangeline. Yeah they was real nice. I 

enjoyed my family. We did a lot of fun things and went with our parents. They showed us a lot 

of attention. 

 

DRAGOON:       [05:04]  What kinds of things did you do as a family together? 

 

BERNARD:      Right now, or then? 

 

DRAGOON:       Then. 

 

BERNARD:      Oh, then we’d get my family . . . When we had a hard time that’s when . . . But 

we never knew we had hard time, but my daddy and them would have hard time. We would have 

. . . they say we would have them egg . . . There wouldn’t be the real chicken egg. There would 

be the other kind of egg like [potter?] egg or something. My mama would fix that up and she 

would make some bread and we went swimming and we came back home. We couldn’t wait to 

get back home. She had them bread rising in the oven and she had squash. And we just enjoyed 

living and doing things together. My dad would comb our hair in the morning. We would go to 

school. My mom would make our dresses. And we would go to school with our little ribbons in 

our hair and we really enjoyed that. Enjoyed being together, enjoyed our friends, everybody 

loved us at school. We was in talent shows, and modeling, and different things and I really loved 
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it.  

 

DRAGOON:       Where did you go to school? 

 

BERNARD:       [06:29]  I went in my younger . . . My childhood I went to Mossville High. 

Then when they integrated they separate us and I went to Westlake. Some of my good friends 

went to Sulphur, but a lot of them went to Westlake High with me. We rode the bus to Westlake. 

 

DRAGOON:       What was that like? 

 

BERNARD:       I had to get used of it, being with different race because the school I went to 

was Mossville was all black. Then I went to this white and black . . . where they had a lot of 

whites and had a lot of blacks. And I had to get used to that, so I got used to that and made a lot 

of friends and it was good just like Mossville. I made the best out of everything. That’s what . . . 

and I was always the one that’s playing with my sisters and brothers trying to mend up 

everything. When they would get in trouble I would try to fix it up for them. Try to help people. I 

would . . . I did my best. Then when I was about to finish school I went to Moss . . . I mean to 

Westlake High. And that’s when me and my sisters, we all got together.  

My dad had a pasture across the street by the ballpark and I said, well, you know what? I 

heard Mama and Dad talking. And they say . . . My daddy saying, “Honey we got a cow that’s 

sick. I’m going to go sell that,” I mean, “Kill that cow because the cow is sick.” And I heard that 

and I said, “Uh uh.” Trying to solve that problem. I’m going to make that cow well and we’re 

going to split the money. So I went across the street . . . No, before I went across the street I told 
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my sisters, I said we’d all get together and go to the store and buy some different things to give 

to the cow. So we went to the store. And the lady knew us. She was just laughing at us because 

we was just giggling and everything. And I got some Dewees, some Pepto Bismol and different 

kind of medicine to give the cow.  

[09:12]  And I was the leader and I was telling one of my sisters, I say, “Gwen, you hold 

the . . . You put the straw in the cow mouth, the hay.” And I said, “Katie, you hold the hose.” 

And I say . . . and then I forgot what I was going to do with them, but it was something to do 

with the mouth. Oh, I was going to put the medicine in the mouth. So we went across the street 

and we did all that. We put the medicine in his mouth. So a mosquito came and bit me on my 

arm. And I felt the mosquito, but at that time I was working at an elderly man house because I 

was in the . . . Either finishing the eleventh or about to finish the eleventh grade, or the twelfth. 

And I was working at this elderly man house and I was feeling myself getting sleepy. So I say, I 

wonder what’s that I’m getting sleepy.  

So the next day the same thing, I was getting sleepy again. So I said . . . My mom said, 

“Charlotte if you’re getting sleepy like that you better go to the doctor because it’s not normal to 

just keep going to sleep all the time.” And at this time they had on the news be careful because of 

encephalitis coming this way. And they said to protect yourself with sprays for the mosquito. 

And I started thinking. I said, oh my God. I say, I got bitten by a mosquito and I didn’t pay it no 

mind. And I just kept getting sleepy.  

So I was at that elderly man house and I was cooking for him on the stove and I said, 

“Mr. Delafosse,” I said, “Come eat, baby.” And he . . . I fixed his food and stuff. And he ate and 

he spit it back on the plate and he said, “Charlotte, that was too salty.” He said, “You must have 

poured a lot, a lot of salt on that food!” And I say, “Yeah I’m sorry, sir. I’m sorry I didn’t mean 
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that.” And he said, “What’s wrong? You don’t look good.” And I said, “I don’t . . . I’m just 

sleepy. I want to just sleep all the time.” He said, “Well you know what I can do?” I say, “What 

sir?” He say, “Go lay down in that bed and I’m going wake you up when your dad come.” So I 

did that.  

[12:25]  And when I went back home I was sleeping in the bed with my husband. I didn’t 

want to spend the night to my mama and my daddy. I had done gotten married because I had 

married when I was in the twelfth grade. And I was sleeping [with my dad?] and I had got up to 

make my husband some coffee. I don’t know about this. My brother had told me that that’s what 

I did. I got up to make him some coffee. And when I got up I start falling and foaming at the 

mouth and stuff. And they called the ambulance and nobody knew what I had. I went to several 

hospitals and nobody knew what I had. But they said it looked . . .  

They brought me to one in New Orleans to the hospital and they said it sound . . . its 

symptoms sound like it could be encephalitis. So and then they say we don’t know what really it 

is, but we say that it might be encephalitis, so that’s what I went with. Being encephalitis. But I 

was . . . really it was like night into day at one time because I was very confused because I was a 

young teenager and I had . . . was riding horses and just enjoying life. Swimming and doing 

different events and stuff and just starting to go out and date and stuff and when I got sick they 

brought me home and I had tubes. I had to wear Pampers and I couldn’t talk or anything. And so 

it brought me down a lot. 

 And they told me that if . . . not to show me a mirror because if I see in a mirror then I’ll 

see how I look. My brother . . . my mama had left . . . my mama and my daddy had left and went 

to the store and they told my brother, he said, “Don’t give Charlotte a mirror.” So we would play 

a game and he said, “You ugly?” And I would shake my head. And he said, “Are you pretty?” 
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And I was. And then after that . . . And I made a noise for him to come to give me a book and I 

was pointing to a book. Then he gave me a book, they had a picture of a mirror and he say, “You 

want that mirror?” and I say, “Yeah.” I didn’t say yeah, but I didn’t shook my head.  

[15:32]  And he gave me the mirror and I looked in that mirror and I seen myself in that 

mirror and I looked like a little creature because I had bumps all over my face. My jaw was out 

of place. It was about two inches from the bottom. And I had no hair. Ooh! And I seen that I just 

started crying and freaking out and stuff and my brother was scared because my daddy had done 

told him, “Don’t give her no mirror.” And just from then on I just . . . I wanted to give up in life. 

That was gone, Mossville, and I didn’t see myself having fun no more.  

My sister and them was going out and having fun. I was in the wheelchair. But I say well 

life goes on and I just kept it up. And I was married and I had a son. He was . . . I think my baby 

was four years old. And my mama was help raising him and stuff since I was sick. And I just 

say, well I just kept saying I’m not going to get better. Then I say, no I’m not going to think like 

that. Then I start giving my own self therapy and then gone from the tubes and God’s been good 

to me. And I got off the tubes and I started walking. Practicing walking on the back of my 

wheelchair.  

And I started back walking and I . . . They brought me to therapy in Lake Charles 

[Louisiana] and they gave me a Hemi walker that walks when somebody have one side. Well I 

couldn’t use my right side, but I could use my left and I would walk with that. And I was doing 

real good. I was proud of myself. And I had two other kids besides that one and I raised both of 

my children by myself. And I thank God for that because right now they all on their own doing 

wonderful. And I always did have myself . . . Say to myself when my children get old enough I 

don’t want them begging for my money and wanting cigarettes or nothing from me. I want them 
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to be independent and on their own. So when they did that that really pleased me.  

So I’ve been living by myself since two years ago. I would help . . . My mama have 

dementia, Alzheimer’s, and she’s a diabetic. I’ve been leaving my house, getting on my scooter 

and driving to her house . . . about twenty yards from my house. I would get on my scooter, drive 

my scooter to her house and stay there all day and take care of her. Help bathe her. She would 

get in the bathtub and I could get around good with my walker. I just needed something to hold 

onto or just be careful. And I would help her and I would cook. I’d see about the mail and I 

answer the phone. 

 [19:26]  I was a pest to my daddy. My daddy always said that I was not doing something 

right, but he would pick on me all the time. And I started getting weak. When I would go home I 

would fall down and my daddy had to come pick me up. And then he did it so often where he 

told me, he say, “Charlotte, I want you to come live with us.” He said that I’ll pick you up and 

then you can go back when you stop and that falling time. Always falling. Then you can go back 

home. So that’s what I did. 

 And I’m here today and I thank God that I’m here because I have two wonderful parents 

that do a lot for me. I don’t want to go with my children because I know married people how 

they argue and want to do . . . they probably saying doing things and I figure I can help my 

mama more than they think. So I’m over here doing things for them and trying to get around. 

And I  . . . but I loved Mossville. And when I left . . . it was kind of sad, but I say well we’re 

going to go on and live somewhere else and start a new beginning. So we came over here and I 

love it. 

 

DRAGOON:       [21:07]  When did you leave Mossville? 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Charlotte Bernard          4700. 2664          Tape 4621                                                                10 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

BERNARD:      Huh? 

 

DRAGOON:        When did you leave Mossville? 

 

BERNARD:       [21:13]  About a year and a half . . . about a year . . . No, about a year and a 

few months because we left in February last year. So that’s how long we’ve been over here. 

 

DRAGOON:        What are some of your favorite memories from growing up in Mossville? 

 

BERNARD:       [21:41]  Just playing with everybody in Mossville. We was like a big family. 

And we all got together and played. We had different activities, swimming pool, ballpark, and 

just playing with the children and helping Mom do things around the house. And working and 

coming back home. We just had a nice time. But it kind of made me sad because some people 

was dying in Mossville. That was kind of sad because we didn’t know what they was dying 

from. And always did say it might, it could have been the water that we were drinking. I didn’t 

really know what it was. But I only stuck around for . . . I moved to Lake Charles for a long time 

after I had got married. And got . . . I was disabled. I moved to Lake Charles and I say I wanted 

to be on my own and do things by myself so I moved. But after that my children, when they got 

grown enough, they said “Mom, let’s go back to Mossville. We want to see Mossville.” Then I 

would tell them about the memories we had in Mossville. So he wanted to get some of these 

things that I did. The fun that I had made. He wanted to have the fun so we moved back to 

Mossville.  
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DRAGOON:        Did your mother work growing up? 

 

BERNARD:       [23:44]  [Disagrees]. I don’t remember her working. The only job she did I 

told you earlier, she was a Sunday school teacher at Saint John Bosco. And she would go pick up 

the kids . . . Some of the kids and bring them to Sunday school. 

 

DRAGOON:       How has the community changed in your lifetime? The Mossville community. 

How have you seen it change? 

 

BERNARD:       [24:20]  Well to me, when I was a young girl or right now? 

 

DRAGOON:       How has . . . What’s different? How have you seen it change throughout your 

lifetime? 

 

BERNARD:       Well it was . . . Mossville was always Mossville, but it changed when they 

started to buy out Mossville. Sasol bought out Mossville and they started having people leaving 

and they started knocking down trees, and Mossville didn’t look like Mossville to us anymore. 

And it looked like a ghost town. Yeah. And my son that I had, he lived in Mossville, but then he 

got married and went to Houston. And he would tell me, “Mom, I want to come back home.” I 

say, “Where is home?” I was living in Moss Bluff where I am now. I say, “You want to come 

here? You want to go to Mossville? Where do you want to go?” And he say, “Oh yeah they is 

selling Mossville.” So it’s really . . . it’s a sad thing but it’s a good thing. It’s a blessing. It’s a 

blessing for a lot of people. A lot of the elderly people can’t handle the idea of them moving 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Charlotte Bernard          4700. 2664          Tape 4621                                                                12 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

because they live their life in Mossville. And a lot of people died . . . they still die, sometimes 

two and three. They just dying in Mossville. I guess they . . . That’s where they want to die at. In 

Mossville. They don’t want to leave. That’s they area. But me, I’m a senior citizen now. I’m 

sixty-one years old and I love it over here. It’s a blessing. And my dad love it. My mom love it, 

too. 

 

DRAGOON:        Did you have a garden growing up? 

 

BERNARD:       [27:00]  A garden . . . My daddy did. And I would go watch him tend to the 

garden. He had a garden at someone else’s house and he would go check on the garden. So I 

loved that idea of walking with him, and discussing things, and laughing. And walking to the 

garden and picking things out the garden and bringing them in the house. I liked that.  

 

DRAGOON:        And you said you had a cow. Did you have a lot of other animals, too? 

 

BERNARD:      [27:35]  Well I remember two or three cows, and I think it was two horses. 

And I just see myself with . . . They had a chicken. I remember they had the goose, but the goose 

wasn’t for us. But the chicken was for us. And the chicken would run and try to peck me and I 

had to hurry up in the house before the rooster not to peck me. But . . . And then I rode the horse, 

and we went and helped my daddy milk the cow.  

But the funniest thing and most embarrassing stuff, when . . . Okay, they had ballgames. 

And my daddy would go and milk the cow at five o’clock in the afternoon. That’s when they 

started playing ball. So they were playing ball and my daddy would say, “Well honey, I’m going 
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to milk the cows.” My daddy would go and milk the cow. When he get across the street they had 

people playing ball and stuff. He would cut through the field right where they were playing ball 

at! [Laughs]. That was his routine. That’s what he did, went milked the cow. And he would come 

back with his little bucket with milk. And they had to stop the game and just let him pass through 

the thing and go home with the milk.  

So I really enjoyed my childhood. Had a wonderful childhood. Owe it to my mom and 

my dad. We always bumping heads together because he always saying, “Well, Charlotte, if you 

don’t [learn?],” he say, “I’m going to send you on this road and you’re going to go to your son or 

whatever.” I say, “I ain’t going nowhere. I’m sticking to you like crazy glue.” [Laughs]. Because 

I had a wonderful childhood and I want to stay here and enjoy my parents. I might be gone 

before them but I want to spend the rest of my life with them. Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:        [30:05]  How . . . you said you were . . . How old were you when you got 

married? 

 

BERNARD:      I was in the twelfth grade. 

 

DRAGOON:       You were in the twelfth grade? 

 

BERNARD:      [30:14]  Before I graduated. 

 

DRAGOON:       Wow. 
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BERNARD:       [Agrees]. 

 

DRAGOON:        And what was your husband’s name? 

 

BERNARD:      Daryl Joseph Walker. Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:       And you had . . . You have two children? 

 

BERNARD:       [30:28]  I have one before I got sick. It was Anthony, my oldest one. And I 

had two more after I got sick, so. But the doctors told me I couldn’t have any more kids. But he 

told me I wouldn’t walk again and I walked, so. He’s not God and they don’t know what I can do 

or couldn’t. At that time I just did everything. I didn’t pay no mind to what I couldn’t do. I 

wanted to prove what I could do. And I did that. I can pat myself of the back. I did a good job 

with my kids.  

I have one boy. My oldest boy’s a hot head. And well he . . . His temper flares up a lot, 

but he’s alive and everybody different. So I deals with him. They all have . . . Everybody got 

problems and I just deal with them individual because even though they married and gone I still 

have to get on that phone and talk to them, and preach to them, and do . . . I try to be a good 

mom. And they said they’re very proud of me so I guess I got to go with that! [Laughs]. Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:        How old are they now? 

 

BERNARD:      [31:57]  My oldest son is forty . . . Well I’ll say like this. He’s twenty years . . . 
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let me see. Anthony is about forty-something. Forty-seven. 

 

DRAGOON:        And what did you do with your family growing up? What kinds of activities 

did you do together? 

 

BERNARD:       [32:30]  Hang around my family. And what was the funny part, my dad, he 

had a lot of girls, and was six with me. He would sit on the porch with a gun and he would never 

do nothing with that gun, but he would sit on it with the gun. And everybody pass and that’s 

what they starting called him, “Hey, Uncle John!” They wanted that uncle to be in there because 

they knew my daddy was something else. He would scare the kids. Like if we stayed to the dance 

he’ll come with his gun, and he’ll come get us and say, “Didn’t I tell y’all it’s time to come 

home? Well you better start walking.” Then had a little trail of us kids. About four of them. We 

would all start walking going back home. And boy them guys would just be looking, “Bye, 

Uncle John!” So we had fun. We really enjoyed our self.  

But right now I’m over here and I never get sick. And I just look at everything positive. I 

will bring my own self to the doctor for checkups, but I won’t take no pills and I owe that to my 

father because his mom and, they had Indian in they blood and they didn’t believe in medicine . . 

. Drug medicine. And I didn’t believe in pills so I didn’t really get sick and had to go to the 

doctor. So my sister . . . before I moved my sister told me, she say, “Charlotte, write down some 

of the things that’s wrong with you that you want to go to the doctor for.” So I wrote down a few 

and that’s what I’m doing right now because once you go to the doctor they always find 

something wrong with you.  

And I’d say I wish I wouldn’t have started going, but I think it’s doing me some good. I 
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look at it in a positive way. I’m doing an overhaul just like they do an old car. They want to fix it 

up and bring it back to life. Well that’s what they doing with me. And I know that God got me in 

his plan that I’m . . . That he’s not finished with me yet and I’m doing an overhaul. And they 

talking about surgery on my arm because they say I have a . . . Some kind of arthritis [phone 

ringing]. Hello [brother?]. 

 

UNKNOWN:        What up, Charlotte? 

 

BERNARD:      [35:35]  Oh, nothing. I’m having an interview with Mossville. I’m [. . .?] right 

here.  

 

UNKNOWN:       Oh, okay. 

 

BERNARD:       Daddy. 

 

DADDY: [Pardon?]? 

 

BERNARD:      [35:50]  It’s Tyra.  

 

DADDY:        Tyra? 

 

BERNARD:     Yeah.   
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DADDY:        I got it. Hello? Hey.  

 

BERNARD:       Sorry about that. 

 

DRAGOON:       Oh, that’s okay. I’m just thinking about what question I want to ask you next. 

Where did you go to church growing up? 

 

BERNARD:       I went to church at Saint John Bosco when I was a teenager, but then when I 

got a little older I said that it wasn’t really teaching me much. Then I started going to another 

church Momma was going to because Momma had left Saint John and went to another church, 

Pastor [?]. So she was going to Pastor [?] and I was . . . I started going. I was living, staying with 

a man Jean Hill. So I started going to his church where he was, Church of Christ on Mill Street. 

And so I went there for a while. And then after I got in an accident I started going to another 

church and I didn’t go back to Mill Street. But right now I’m in a position where I don’t have a 

ride to church. And I’m stuck in the middle because my dad be . . . Can’t leave my mama so I 

don’t be having a ride to church. I say oh well. I say God knows what’s happening. I say one day 

I’ll get to go to church again. Right now I’m not going to church.  

 

DRAGOON:        [38:39]  Was the church really involved with community affairs? 

 

BERNARD:      No, not the Catholic church because they would only . . . Well in a way they 

was because my daddy was a Knight of Peter Claver. That’s what they called . . . A Knight of 

Peter Claver. And would see about, give boxes for holidays and stuff like that. Or if you need 
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help on your utility bill they would help you. But I went to a church where my mom knew the 

pastor. He was raised in Mossville and he became a pastor. So, yeah.  

 

DRAGOON:       Who were the community leaders in Mossville? 

 

BERNARD:       [39:12]  Who were the community leader . . . What you mean by that? 

 

DRAGOON:       Like were there people that folks looked to if there were issues in the 

community? 

 

BERNARD:      We all look at one another. We was like a big family and we all did things . . . 

When one did something we listened to what that one person said and that’s how we did our life. 

Living . . . Looking at one another and just . . . Mama would make us go to different mom’s 

house or somebody’s house and clean the house up and see what they needed and we would go 

do that. We was raised with the people around Mossville. So when we got married we still was 

like that. We all stuck together and we like that right now. Right now there are people like one 

lady we live here and my granddaughter she came to live with us. And since Christmas of this 

year she came to stay with us for a while. She’s going to finish school and she riding on the bus 

to go to Sam Houston. And the lady that drive the bus is Phyllis. And Phyllis is a lady that lived 

in Mossville. And so . . . I go to church . . . When I was going to church they have Josh that was 

on American Idol. You know Josh that sang? That had just got from . . . He was picked on 

American Idol I say about . . . I’d say three years ago. You don’t remember? Well that’s the 

church I went to. 
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DRAGOON:        [41:37]  Oh, wow. 

 

BERNARD:       Yeah. And . . . 

 

UNKNOWN FEMALE:  Charlotte [. . .?] Josh. Josh [. . .?] 

 

BERNARD:     Yeah and Josh came to the church and Josh sang. And Mama loved Josh. She 

would always talk about Josh would go and he would kiss her. And she respect Josh because he 

was so sweet. Yeah, Mama loved her some Josh. And they have people . . . when I go to the 

doctor office they have about three or four people that live in Oak Park Boulevard and they from 

Mossville. And a lot of people around here are from Mossville. So we get in touch with 

everybody.  

Then they supposed to have a . . . Like a reunion, I think in July. So I don’t know if I’m 

be going to that because of the . . . My disability. I can’t get around. And then that don’t give me 

too much courage to get out there and . . . Because I can’t do the things they be doing. And it just 

upsets me and so I’d rather stay home. And so I might not be going but I’m going to hear about 

it, or I might see it on Facebook. You do everything on Facebook I learn . . . because they would 

. . . my mama have that Alzheimer’s and stuff.  

I say and I would hear on TV they saying if you don’t exercise your mind, more people 

going to be getting Alzheimer’s and stuff like that. I say, oh no baby that there is a lie. I say I’m 

work on me, I know how to get on the computer. And I know how to get on the Facebook and 

stuff. But after that I bought me a tablet and I started learning how to work that tablet. And my 

sister was my caregiver and she would see me cry, and cry. My sister say, “Girl what you crying 
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for?” And I say, “I am aggravated!” And she say, “Aggravated? What you aggravated for?” “I 

can’t work the computer. I don’t know what to do!”  

[44:14]  But . . . after the aggravation . . . after whatever you call it, well I kept trying, 

and trying, and trying I finally got on and stayed with Facebook. I text them, they text me back. I 

learned how to text. Right now I love it because I text my children and give them good advice 

and yeah, doing real good with it.  

 

UNKNOWN FEMALE: [When they going to have it?] 

 

BERNARD:      [Agrees]. In July.  

 

DRAGOON:        What do you think the major difference was between the education you got in 

Mossville and your parent’s education?  

 

BERNARD:       [45:11]  I just see how things have changed from . . . I remember when I was 

little, I used to go to a lady named Dorothy Payne. I used to go to her house and she had a . . . 

some kind of . . . Well I know now it was a paper and it had blue, red, yellow, green. And she 

would place that on a TV and I would see a color TV. And I said that was real cool. And then I 

seen a real TV and I said, “Wow!” And then I start seeing different games they would have. 

Nintendo and DVDs and all kind of new technology and it just started getting better, and better, 

and better and I say, “My God!” I really couldn’t adjust to it. But I say God is so good. How 

things got so advanced from when I was little.  

And now we’re sitting down hardly have to go to the movie. I don’t have to get up and go 
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pay bills. When I was paying them I would let them go through the bank and they would take out 

everything in the . . . Right through my checking, my debit card. I used to go to the food stamp 

office and pick up food stamps. It would have . . . Now you have a card and you just wait until 

that day come. And you go to the store and get your card. So everything done changed; 

technology done changed.  

And it’s good and I love it, but it’s downfall with the kids, the kids are way different. 

And they ready to . . . and they don’t have time to go outside and play with all them sisters, they 

in the house living on they cell phones. Like my granddaughter. She never hardly comes out of 

the room. We just had a meeting and then we asked her to try to show her face and get out the 

house. Try . . . Come out and talk with us. And she been doing that. But kids not kids like they 

used to be. They more with the games. And they minds can’t take the pressure of what people 

used to do. They ready to kill they self or do something crazy because they just not ready for life 

because they always stuck in they room on they computer. [Phone ringing] Sorry! 

 

DRAGOON:        [48:33]  It’s okay.  

 

BERNARD:      Hello? My daddy picked it up. But my . . . The people around here they see 

that we’re a big family. Whenever they have functions all my family come over here and we 

have a house full. It look like a parade. I mean a fair or something because we have a yard full, 

house full, and we just been enjoying our self. We have our downfalls and stuff, but I don’t look 

at downfalls. I just keep on doing what I’m doing. I’m a single mom when my husband that got 

killed and I forgot how much years it was that happened. But to me it wasn’t long ago. To me it 

was just two or three years but it might be longer. But my . . . The main focus is my mom and 
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my dad, and taking care of myself, my family. And that’s what I do and I enjoy it. I don’t get 

bored. I enjoy my life. They talking about operation on my left hand because I’m . . . They say I 

have arthritis but then . . . Alyssa just changed her, Daddy. Alyssa just changed her. 

 But I don’t know nothings about the downfall. Yeah. But I’m glad y’all came because I 

love talking about Mossville. It’s gone. We don’t live there anymore, but it was all my good 

days. There was days where I don’t think they’re going to have no more days like that no more 

because it was fun times. The time that I spent in Mossville. But some people don’t want to leave 

Mossville, but now I pass through as I goes to [?]. I just say I’m going to keep on doing what I’m 

doing and living in Moss Bluff making the best out of it. But a lot of people don’t know it’s a 

blessing. A lot of elderly people don’t know how much it’s a blessing for Sasol to buy Mossville. 

 

DRAGOON:       [51:45]  Why do you think it’s a blessing? 

 

BERNARD:      Why it’s a blessing? 

 

DRAGOON:       [Agrees]. 

 

BERNARD:       [51:50]  Because they had all kind of . . . Even though I had fun there, they 

had like . . . They would go to the recreation and they would have meetings about the water 

being polluted. And my cousin getting sick, and I’m getting sick and I don’t know if it’s the 

water or that the mosquito, so. And I don’t look at nothing bad, but Mossville was a blessing and 

not a blessing in some areas. Yeah. It was close by the plant where a lot of people got hurt in the 

plant and they sued the plant. Got a little money for it, but still and all it made people sick, so. 
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DRAGOON:        You’ve seen a lot of people get sick from the pollution and the chemicals? 

 

BERNARD:      Yes, ma’am. Yes, ma’am. And some got cancer and my daddy got cancer, but 

I don’t think it was from the plant. I forgot the cancer that he got, but a lot of people . . . 

Someone that I knew had babies who were playing in the dirt. It was two boys. One of the boys 

died because he was eating dirt. He would go outside and eat some dirt. So I don’t know if it was 

from the dirt or what it was, but a few people died in Mossville for unknown reason and that was 

scary. 

 

DRAGOON:       [53:52]  Do you remember . . .? 

 

UNKNOWN:        [. . .?] 

 

BERNARD:      Yeah. Now what you say, babe? 

 

DRAGOON:       [Pardon]? 

 

BERNARD:        [54:02]  What you was going to say? 

 

DRAGOON:       Do you remember who the . . . what the little boy’s name was? 

 

BERNARD:      I just know he was a Braxton. 
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DRAGOON:        Okay.  

 

BERNARD:       Yeah. I don’t know his full name I just know he was a Braxton. And they had 

quite a few other people, I don’t know their name, but they died and different things. And then 

my cousin, we call him No No, his name is Alvin Montgomery, he would go swimming and 

stuff. He got sick from . .  . I think it was drugs that they put in his drink so I don’t know what it 

was, or the water I don’t know what. I don’t barely look at nothing negative. I just keep on 

living. 

 

DRAGOON:      [55:03]  Were folks worried about the water? 

 

BERNARD:      Yes. 

 

DRAGOON:       Like did they talk about it growing up at all? 

 

BERNARD:       Yes. They would . . . We would have to go pick up bottled water from the 

recreation center because we knew that water wasn’t good. And we would go pick up water from 

the rec and would have boxes, and boxes of water because I would bathe in it, in the water, but I 

wouldn’t drink it. Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:       [55:39]  And did people talk about why? Or was it something that everyone 

just knew? 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Charlotte Bernard          4700. 2664          Tape 4621                                                                25 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

BERNARD:       No, they had meetings and stuff. They been having meetings since I was a 

little girl. They would have meetings at the rec about the water pollution. My son, my baby son, 

he got into water pollution because he say he wanted to find a cure for Mossville water that they 

had. And that’s when he started doing water treatment. But they would have meetings and stuff, 

but I wouldn’t pay too much mind to it, but I would go. Yeah. And the air and stuff, there was 

always something they was complaining about in Mossville. I didn’t really look at it too much. I 

just say well that might be what made me sick and I don’t know. I try not to focus on it. Yeah.  

 

DRAGOON:        Let’s see . . .  

 

BERNARD:      [57:08]  But I love that y’all came here because I love talking about Mossville 

even though it’s gone. I’m going to always remember it. That’s where my family was raised. 

And right now there are few still is in Mossville and they having a reunion in July.  

 

DRAGOON:        Do you remember any healers in the area? People who did like natural 

medicine? 

 

BERNARD:      No. My auntie, my daddy’s sister, she would tell me she’d say, “Charlotte, I 

want you to come with me.” I’d say, “What’s wrong?” She said, “I want you though, we going to 

go to this lady to pray for you.” And I would go and pray. They must be a healer because she 

would put some kind of string around my stomach and stuff. But I didn’t like them. I didn’t 

really believe that I should be going to nothing like that. That I only have one healer and that was 

God. So that was a no-no for me to go. 
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DRAGOON:       [58:49]  Did your family have any other kinds of home remedies that you 

would do? For colds if . . . When your siblings got sick? 

 

BERNARD:       I know when I used to catch headaches that auntie that wanted to take me to a 

treater, she would . . . she went and pick a moss she knew, what leaf to get, she would tell my 

daddy she said, “Let’s go walking in the woods,” she said, “I’m going to pick some leaves that I 

think Charlotte going to . . . That’s going to help her with her headaches.” And she went in the 

woods and she pick up the whatever she needed and she placed them all in the bed and I would 

sleep in the bed with all these leaves under me. And when I wake up I’d be soaking wet and she 

had to change my clothes because all that fever had done went in that leaf . . . 

 

UNKNOWN:        Do you work with them too, baby? 

 

DRAGOON:       [Pardon]? 

 

UNKNOWN:       Do you . . . She work with y’all? 

  

BERNARD:      [59:56]  [Agrees]. Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:      Yeah.  

 

UNKNOWN:      [You be lucky?] 
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DRAGOON:       [1:00:03]  Thank you. [Laughs] Were . . . so you saw a treater. Did you see 

them more than one time? 

 

BERNARD:      Most of the time I went to the treaters but they told me that I’m going to get 

better and then I didn’t really believe in treaters. Yeah. We folk . . . My mom was a well-known 

Catholic lady and we just went to church and believe in God and that’s what my dad did, too. 

 

DRAGOON:      What will you miss most about Mossville? 

 

BERNARD:       [1:00:58]  You can never get your childhood back once you leave it. And it 

was just a good time for my [. . .?] being brought up all together with not only my sisters and 

brothers, but my neighbors. We all stuck together and did things. Can’t get that back, but I’m 

moving on. 

 

DRAGOON:       So we’re at about an hour right now. Is there anything you’d like to add as we 

wrap up our interview? 

 

BERNARD:       No, but I’m just have dreams and vision of me walking again and I left 

Mossville . . . I went to Mossville. I was walking and when I go back, I’m going to go back 

before I walk. But I’m just going to stick to the idea that I’m going to be there once again 

walking and riding them horses. And I’m going to go to somebody house. Somebody going to 

have a horse. I’m going to ride through Mossville with my head in the air just running and 

hollering and riding that horse. One day I’m going to do that. I thank God for where I’m at now. 
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Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:       [1:02:37]  Well thank you so much for having us over to your home and 

telling us your story. 

 

BERNARD:       [Agrees]. I enjoyed telling it.  

 

DRAGOON:       Thank you. 

 

BERNARD:      When y’all told me that y’all was going to come have an interview, I said that 

I’m sure going to welcome y’all in because I love to tell a story about Mossville. And y’all that’s 

so funny. My mama have Alzheimer’s and she never watch TV. So when she came here, we 

have a big TV. Now she think those people on TV are real. She talks to them and tell them who 

she is and where she from. She say, “I have nine children. We live in Mossville.” So she still 

think she’s in Mossville at times. But we love having mama over here. Right now should be time 

for me to give her her medicine.  

 

DRAGOON:      Alright. Let’s wrap it up. 

 

UNKNOWN:  Thank you so much. 

 

[1:03:52] 

[End Tape 4621. End Session I.] 
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