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[Begin Tape 4398. Begin Session I.] 

 

JENNIFER CRAMER: I’m not used to this thing. Oh, wait . . . No.  

 

CHARLOTTE WILLCOX:  Yeah there we go. Put it on that side. 

 

CRAMER:  Okay. Some . . . does that work? 

 

WILLCOX:   [00:15]  Yes. 

 

CRAMER:  Let me get all my facts straight. I’ve got . . . I just had . . . Oh, did I give 

you his . . .? 

 

WILLCOX:   No. 

 

CRAMER:  I just had it. Oh, I got it. I got two of them. It’s the end of the day. 

 

DONALD RAY BRAXTON:  [00:31]  So what I’m saying you guys going to edit 

the tape? And . . .  
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CRAMER:  No, we’re not going to edit it. 

 

BRAXTON:  Well what I’m saying is you’re going to match it in with everything. 

 

CRAMER:  What we’re going to do . . . 

 

BRAXTON:  You’re going to make it blend in.  

 

CRAMER:   [00:47]  We are. We’re going to . . . What we’re going to do is . . . So this 

is a part one of a potential part two step, right? 

 

BRAXTON:  Okay. 

 

CRAMER:  So we’re going to do this really brief interview, just asking you a couple 

of things. Then if you like . . . If you enjoy the experience and you don’t mind . . . 

 

BRAXTON:  Y’all come back. 

 

CRAMER:   [01:04]  We’ll probably come back to your home, where it’s quiet and 

you’re comfortable and we’ll talk for like an hour, an hour and a half, something along those 

lines. This is just us kind of doing some fact finding and giving you an opportunity to get to 

know us, and us an opportunity to get to know you.  
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BRAXTON:  Okay. 

 

CRAMER:  And then we’ll come up . . . another thing is we’ll send you a . . . you walk 

away with a copy of this. We’re going to burn it right here. And it . . .  

 

WILLCOX:   CDs. 

 

CRAMER:   [01:26]  The CDs are right here, and then we’ve got another recorder 

that’s . . . It’s actually a little bit better audio. It’s the one that kind of leads directly to this. So if 

you hear a lot of background noise on this one, this is just the one we’re doing for today. We’ve 

got one with like lots less . . . 

 

BRAXTON:  Okay.  

 

CRAMER:   [01:41]  Like the . . . That heater you can hear, the people giggling in the 

back . . . 

 

BRAXTON:  Yes. 

 

CRAMER:  So don’t worry. There’s another version. The other things we’ll do is we’ll 

send you a compilation of everybody’s stories that were told today. 

 

BRAXTON:  Really? 
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CRAMER:  Yes! If you’re interested. 

 

BRAXTON:  On one CD? 

 

CRAMER:   [01:53]  Yes! So that’s why we ask for your address and everything so we 

can keep in touch with you and let you know how the project’s going and that kind of thing. 

 

BRAXTON:  Okay. 

 

CRAMER:  And then the other thing that we’ll do if you’re interested is send you any 

photographs that Charlotte takes. So we’ll send you that on a CD too if you’re interested in that. 

 

BRAXTON:  Photographs like what? 

 

CRAMER:   [02:12]  She’s going to take . . . If you don’t mind, she’s going to take a 

picture of us doing the interview. 

 

BRAXTON:  Oh, okay. 

 

CRAMER:  Is that okay? 

 

BRAXTON:  I guess I look okay. 
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WILLCOX:   Yes! 

 

CRAMER:   [02:21]  You look fabulous. I mean oh, my goodness. I’ve been up since 

five this morning. Goodness knows . . . Don’t take a picture of me. So, let’s see what else. Oh, 

and then we’re going to give you a copy of this and you can . . . To sort of review it. So if we got 

something incorrect or something like that . . . You have an opportunity to kind of correct it.  

 

BRAXTON:  Okay. 

 

CRAMER:   [02:38]  And let us know for different versions. But then like I said, 

you’re going to have take two. We’re going to come back and do a much longer one. 

 

BRAXTON:  Okay.  

 

CRAMER:  Does that answer most of your questions? 

 

BRAXTON:  Yes. 

 

CRAMER:  Okay. Then we’ll have at the end . . . we’re going to have a release form 

that says I know Jennifer was taping me and it’s okay and I’m giving copyright to LSU 

[Louisiana State University]. 

 

BRAXTON:  Okay. 
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CRAMER:   [02:58]  Does that sound okay? Alright. 

 

WILLCOX:   Do you mind if I snap a few pictures to post to our Facebook page? A little 

summary of the interview? 

 

BRAXTON:  What’s all going to be on Facebook? 

 

CRAMER:  Your . . . It would be like the . . . It would be like a little paragraph saying 

. . . It will say, “Donald Braxton sat down today with Jennifer Cramer on Mossville Oral History 

Day and they talked about him growing up in Mossville and they enjoyed themselves.” 

 

BRAXTON: [03:27]  Okay.   

 

CRAMER: That’s really what it’s going to say. Is that okay? 

 

WILLCOX:   It’s going to be a really brief, not even a thing. 

 

CRAMER: It’s just to let people know . . . 

 

BRAXTON: Okay. 

 

CRAMER: [03:34]  So that when your friends see it and they get jealous and 

they’re like, “Aw I want to go do that.” Right? Or your families . . . 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Donald Ray Braxton       4700.2462       Tape 4398        7 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

BRAXTON: I don’t know.  

 

CRAMER: Like wants another picture of you. 

 

BRAXTON: I don’t know. I got some bad friends.  

 

CRAMER: [03:46]  Okay. So . . . Alright I guess I’ll . . . We’ll just go ahead and 

start. Are we on? 

 

WILLCOX:  [Agrees]. 

 

CRAMER: So today is January twenty-third the year 2015. And I am Jennifer 

Cramer and I’m here representing the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU 

[Louisiana State University] Libraries. We’re working in conjunction with the Imperial 

Calcasieu Museum and Bill Shearman to document the history of Mossville, Louisiana.  

 

BRAXTON: Okay. 

 

CRAMER:  [4:14]  And to kick that off, we’re holding Mossville Oral History 

Day here at the Rigmaiden Recreation Center in Mossville, Louisiana. And today I have the 

fortune of sitting down with Donald R. Braxton. And I’m so grateful that you are sitting down 

with us for this interview. And it’s going to be real short. 
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BRAXTON: Okay. 

 

CRAMER: And we’ll likely be in touch with you to set up a longer one for later. 

So thank you again for being here. And can you please state your full name? 

 

BRAXTON: Donald Ray Braxton. 

 

CRAMER:  [04:47]  And when and where were you born? 

 

BRAXTON: I was born March the sixth, 1951. I’m pretty sure I went to the hospital 

in Lake Charles, but I stayed the remainder of my life over here in the . . . In Mossville with my 

mom and dad. And we stayed on . . . what’s it called? Old Spanish Trail, but they done changed 

that named to Burton I think. Burton Street. Well we stayed there for years and years. My dad 

worked two jobs. He was a male nurse for Sulphur, which was just Sulphur Hospital, and now 

they done changed it to something else.  

 

CRAMER: [05:45]  So let me interrupt you to ask you what your parents’ names 

were.  

 

BRAXTON: My dad name was Ollie Braxton. He was the son of Nolan and 

Marcella Rigmaiden. Okay, which he had . . . there was three, four, you see . . . one sister and 

two brothers. The one sister was named [Luticia?] Rigmaiden. The other brother, which was 

younger than my dad, his name was [El?] Cedric Rigmaiden. The brother that was older than my 
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dad was named Nolan Braxton, which was named after my grandfather Nolan Braxton. Okay, 

but my great grandfather which is kind of a problem, but his name is Augusta Braxton. And 

Augusta, I didn’t know of him because evidently I . . . he had passed by the time I was born or 

whatever, but I knew all my other aunts and my uncle. I guess I’m doing pretty good. I don’t 

know. 

 

CRAMER: You’re doing fantastic. I really appreciate it. Because we do. We want 

to go back and get as many . . . As much information about your parents and your grandparents 

as possible. What is your earliest memory of Mossville growing up? 

 

BRAXTON: [07:43]  My earliest was just standing down the road down the Old 

Spanish Trail and little house in front of my aunt, who was what we call Aunt Martill, we had a 

big ditch. And I’m pretty sure I was about . . . I’m really thinking because it seemed like I was 

about four, maybe five years old as far as I can go back to remember. And in this ditch we had 

crawfish and I used to go out there all the time. And when the ditch was full, the crawfish come 

out and I would get a piece of meat, a piece of bacon, or whatever, and put it on a line and go out 

there and catch crawfish.  

 And I did that for so long and years passed and then I had . . . My mom, my dad had a 

kid, another child, which was Sandra, my sister. She’s younger than I am. And I can remember 

catching crawfish and my mom or my dad would leave the house, and either my mom would be 

asleep, and me there with her. And I would pull the crawfish out the bucket and scare my sister 

and run around the house. But . . . 
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CRAMER:   [Laughs]. With the little claws . . . 

 

BRAXTON:  They used to get on me because they’ll find a couple of crawfish dead 

because it was behind the ice box or . . . I couldn’t find them to pick them up and put them back 

in the bucket. But that’s some of the stuff I remember. Going to church right there at Mount Zion 

[Baptist Church]. It’s just so much that used to goes on. 

 

CRAMER:  So you said you grew up on Old Spanish Trail, where? What was your 

address? Where was your house? 

 

BRAXTON:   [09:47]  Oh, Lord. Now see that’s a problem because I can’t remember 

the address. 

 

CRAMER:  Well give us a general . . . Like maybe like a point of reference or 

something.  

 

BRAXTON:  It’s . . . 

 

CRAMER:  Is it close to here? Is it close to where we are right now? 

 

BRAXTON:  I’d say about a mile down the road. 

 

CRAMER:  Okay. Which way? Going if we go out of here and go . . . 
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BRAXTON:  Going west. Go west. 

 

CRAMER:   [10:11]  Is that left or right?  

 

BRAXTON:  West. 

 

CRAMER:  I don’t . . . 

 

BRAXTON:  West. 

 

CRAMER:   [10:15]  Okay.  

 

BRAXTON:  I was in that area where a lot of my other cousins were staying [Punkie?] 

Prater, and Pat Prater, and [?], and D.D. and Uncle Paul, Aunt [P?] and we all stayed about the 

same area but it was right next door from each other. And they had kids but I don’t know my 

mom and them just isn’t [. . .?] and I guess if probably [?] but still they wouldn’t let me play with 

other kids. Because I guess the other kids was bad influence, but this used to be a healthy little 

town. It was a vicious little town because we used to fight. I mean we used to fight. Even as 

young kids we would fight. Give me something else to go on because I’m . . . 

 

CRAMER:   [11:35]  So you said you went to church in Mount . . . at Mount Zion. 

Who were some of the leaders of that church?  
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BRAXTON:  Oh, man. Reverend Washington. He was the minister. Oh, man. There’s so 

many . . . Auntie [?] used to sing in the choir and so many of my people used to . . . Well I come 

from a family that does a lot of singing. Even like Tony Braxton. My dad and them, they had a 

little group. It was a quartet, but it was very good. It was good. All my cousins was in it . . . I say 

about six maybe seven guys. And it was good. And my dad really could sing, man. When he sing 

he would have the church . . . Everybody in the congregation would stand up and be just 

enjoying his self. Because he used to blow. Because he was shorter than any . . . because even 

my grandmother and them all was shorter than . . . Like some little [piglins?], man. The tallest 

person that was in my family was my Uncle June, which his name was Nolan Braxton. Named 

after my grandfather. But . . . 

 

CRAMER:  Did you sing? Do you sing? 

 

BRAXTON:   [13:13]  I sings. At the church I belong to which is Willow Springs Baptist 

Church. That’s way out on Willow Springs . . . Well it’s off of High Hope Road. And I’ve been 

staying there for . . . Oh, a good time now. Ever since I come back from Houston [Texas]. I got 

married. Because I think I’m jumping ahead of myself, but . . . 

 

CRAMER:  That’s okay. 

 

BRAXTON:    [13:43]  Let’s go on with some of your questions. 

 

CRAMER:   That’s okay. Okay so where did you go to school? 
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BRAXTON:    I went to school right here at Mossville. I played in the band. I had a B to 

a C average. I never was an A student because . . . I mean I’m smart. I was smart and everything, 

but I fell in with some guys and those guys had me smoking and . . . Smoking cigarettes. I was 

maybe twelve years old when I started smoking cigarettes. I was in the band. I was football . . . I 

played football.  

 

CRAMER:   What instrument did you play? 

 

BRAXTON:    [14:23]  I was trumpet . . . Played trumpet.  

 

CRAMER:   Okay. 

 

BRAXTON:   And in gym I was real good in my gym class because . . . I’d say about the 

sixth grade. Sixth to seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth . . . About close to the eleventh grade I was the 

fastest thing in the school in running track and . . . 

 

CRAMER:   So what positon did you play in football? 

 

BRAXTON:    [14:55]  I was the half-back. 

 

CRAMER:   Oh, okay. Is that . . . That’s on the offense, right? Or is that on the 

defense? 
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BRAXTON:   [Agrees]. 

 

CRAMER:   Okay.  

 

BRAXTON:   I played with . . . My coach was Coach Williams.  

 

CRAMER:   [15:08]  The one that they’re having the . . . 

 

BRAXTON:   Yes. 

 

CRAMER:   Celebration for right now? 

 

BRAXTON:   Right. Right.  

 

CRAMER:   [15:12]  Okay. What can you tell us about Coach Williams?  

 

BRAXTON:   Oh Coach Williams was great. He was a strict guy. Because now, if a fight 

would break out in school, Coach would grab you by the ear, both guys or whoever they is, 

women, or girls. And he’d put the boxing gloves on them and we’d go behind the gym and we 

would box. You’ll box until you get tired. Until you tired enough where you can hug the other 

person and you could . . . It’s all over then. But Coach was a good guy. Still a good guy.  
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CRAMER:   Sounds like it. I mean y’all are getting ready to have a big . . . You’re 

honoring him tomorrow. It’s tomorrow . . .? 

 

BRAXTON:   [Agrees]. 

 

CRAMER:   Or Sunday? It’s on Sunday? 

 

BRAXTON:    [16:01]  I think it’s tomorrow. Yes it’s one of them. 

 

CRAMER:   Okay. So what places were some of the most [yelling in background] hold 

on just a second they’re being kind of loud. What places were the most important places in 

Mossville when you were growing up? 

 

BRAXTON:   Well, for one, home. 

 

CRAMER:   Okay. 

  

BRAXTON:   Home was great because I was very secure. I didn’t have no drive by 

shootings like what goes on now. And people wasn’t jumping through your window. You could 

leave your window down, or your door open and go to sleep at night. Everything was good. Only 

bad part about it is you have outsiders that come in, and to me back then Mossville didn’t like 

outsiders. Even though we go to school here . . . and take for instance Lake Charles. We would 

play Lake Charles, or we would play Sulphur in a game, but we couldn’t go there and talk to 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Donald Ray Braxton       4700.2462       Tape 4398        16 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

their girls. They would fight. We would fight. And they sure couldn’t come here and talk to the 

girls here, and we had some fine girls here, man. They couldn’t come here. But it . . . It was all 

good. Real good. I liked it. 

 

CRAMER:   So where did you . . . Where did the young folks gather? I mean what was 

the places . . .  

 

BRAXTON:    [17:39]  We had a little hall right down there by the track. I guess we 

called it the City Hall, but it was a little hall that used to give dances and whatever. And then we 

had the Paradise Inn which was located right there on Prater Road. 

 

CRAMER:   What was that? 

 

BRAXTON:   Paradise Inn. 

 

CRAMER:   Oh, Paradise Inn. 

 

BRAXTON:    [17:59]  And because Valery Montgomery owned that. We had Dave 

Ross, he had a . . . Dave Ross is my father-in-law. He’s deceased now, but I married to his 

daughter. Patsy Ross. And he had a little canteen with . . . he had a jukebox in it, and a little 

pinball machine. And you drank sodas. Every now and then you’d sneak in a . . . well back then 

we wasn’t drinking . . . Jack Daniel’s or nothing like that. We was drinking wine. Like Boon 

Farm and Valley High. Yeah and we’d mix that stuff with Kool-Aid, man. They . . . It was on. It 
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was really on. And . . . but we would have fights over there at Dave Ross’. And we had another 

place which was the Cowboy Inn. Which my aunt, my dad’s sister owned that. Which her name 

is [Luticia?]. Was [Luticia?] Rigmaiden. And of course it was located behind the school behind 

Mossville School, back up in that area. She had [. . .?] as well. She had gave it up a long time 

ago, but she’s passed away too. [Behind?] a lot of this stuff which I . . . and I miss her. But give 

me something else, baby, because it’s a sad feeling.  

 

CRAMER:   [19:50]  Well I could listen to you talk. You have a . . . Lovely, lovely 

mannerisms. I have some other questions for you and we’ll wrap it up, but . . . so what does 

home mean to you? 

 

BRAXTON:   Home mean being secure. Means that I can go outside. I get me a little 

drink on. Go outside turn my music up and sing as loud as I want because I’m away from 

everybody. I don’t like to be close . . . so close. My wife gets on me all the time because I’ll be 

out there playing with the lawnmowers or something . . . Just start digging the shrubbery. And 

I’m just singing and drinking and having a nice time. And home makes me feel . . . Family. Your 

family’s there. I got one daughter that was . . . stays with me. Is staying with me now. Her name 

is Tamika and she’s thirty-one. My other two sons, one is in Tennessee, the other is in Seattle. 

The one in Tennessee is an engineer. He’s driving trains. The other one that’s in Seattle 

[Washington], I put it like this. He’s kind of like Fred Sanford. But he’s makes this money. He’s 

. . . I would say he’s a coordinator because he pick up junk iron and whatever. But he makes 

something . . . No more than about I think five, six thousand dollars a week picking up junk iron. 

Well prices are higher there than they are here. So. Give me something else. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Donald Ray Braxton       4700.2462       Tape 4398        18 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

CRAMER:   What’s the most important thing that you want people to know about 

Mossville that’s not in the history books and not written down anywhere? 

 

BRAXTON:   You missed it if you didn’t stay here. That’s the most important thing. 

You missed a lovely place. It was a great place.  

 

CRAMER:   [22:15]  What about it makes it great? 

 

BRAXTON:   The people. The people all stuck together. If . . . See we had an incident. 

Show you what I’m talking about. We had an incident. There was a store that was on Prater 

Street. We called it Rougeau. Okay, and they was . . . It was run by white. Okay, they moved in. 

They were staying in the store. The store’s in front. Then their home was in the back, I guess was 

their living quarters. And one day a little black girl walks in and the store owner slapped the little 

girl. So the word got out. We boycotted. And just sticking together like that when things go 

wrong. I mean it wasn’t a violent thing or anything, but we boycotted. I mean it was on national 

news I know.  

And I just love the people. The people that was here was great, but then things started 

going bad. People start dying, and the plant start getting the best of us, and things just . . . 

Everything just moves on. Which I hated that. I hate that the people of the plants didn’t try to 

help more than what they did. Because we would have had some people still here to tell stories. 

Now it’s you guys looking at me and I’m not a good storyteller.  
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CRAMER:   [24:17]  Well I beg to differ on that. And we really appreciate you sitting 

down with us and talking and telling stories. And one last question for you, is there anything you 

want to add as we close this interview part one up? 

 

BRAXTON:   No more than I hope that this thing do come off as a tribute to Mossville. 

As a reminder the people that this was a historical place because we had a guy that I think was 

the father of Mossville was Pete Moss. And he used to come down the road with his horse, his 

wagon. Of course now he didn’t have the wagon wheels. He had rubber tire wheels. And looked 

like he had about fifteen to thirty dogs behind him. Running behind him while him and his wife 

Virginia was riding up on the [buck?] boy seat. And they’ll go down to the store.  

Could really go anywhere they wanted to go. Go fishing or whatever. Go back down 

toward Mount Zion because he stayed across from Mount Zion. And he wouldn’t mess with 

nobody. He wouldn’t talk to anybody. And the people . . . the kids was always scared of him 

because he’s always dirty looking, but he was a good man. To me, I think that he was the 

founder. He might been one of the first that was here because he was old. Now how old was he? 

I don’t know. But I love Mossville.  

 

CRAMER:   [26:16]  Well . . . 

 

BRAXTON:   I wouldn’t change nothing that went on back then because it was a 

learning experience for me. Because it brought me up was so I’ve never been to jail. Even 

though I fought and everything. Even though we tore up the Cal Cam Fair because policemans    

. . . We did a lot of stuff. There’s a lot of stuff that went on. We hit policemans with billy clubs 
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and oh, man. Bust the head and we run down the . . . We jumped in the truck we run back to 

Mossville and hide all under the houses. Oh we did some stuff, man. My brother in law, he went 

to jail for . . . I think it was a hundred and sixty some days for messing the policeman up. But he 

messed him up . . . I mean he messed him up bad.  

 

CRAMER:   [27:19]  So one of the things we’re going to do is probably come back if 

you’ll have us back and finish this interview because I’d love to kind of . . . We kind of skipped 

over a bunch of stuff here.  

 

BRAXTON:        [Agrees]. 

 

CRAMER:  But I’d love to go back and talk a little bit more about your earliest memories and 

what Mossville was like so we can help paint that picture and fill in those blanks. 

 

BRAXTON:   If you outline what you want me to talk about . . . 

 

CRAMER:   Yes, sir. 

 

BRAXTON:   We can get it straight. But if you don’t outline . . .  

 

CRAMER:   You want to be prepared. You’d like to be prepared? 
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BRAXTON:    [27:46]  I don’t like to be prepared. I mean I like . . . if you ask me a 

question I can get right to it, but if I got to search my mind and I jump around. And I don’t want 

to jump around I want to . . . 

 

CRAMER:   This is . . . What you’ve done here today is precisely what we’re looking 

for, which is why I kind of didn’t interrupt you or didn’t kind of bump in because I . . . What 

you’re saying is so important. And the way that you tell that story is absolutely perfect. In fact, I 

mean we kind of wish everybody told stories like that, don’t we? So I mean you made my job 

easy and I promise next time we’ll make your job a little bit easier, too. So we will . . . We’ll 

definitely provide you like a list of topics and stuff that we’re interested in.  

 

BRAXTON:             Okay. 

 

CRAMER:          But just to give you an example, some people talked about for example home 

remedies, gardening by the moon . . . 

 

BRAXTON:   Oh, man. 

 

CRAMER:   [28:35]  Right? Right? So those are the kinds of things that we want to 

get. And today was just kind of a  . . . we want to come in and just get to know you and get a 

little bit, and then come back and get some of those stories when we have a whole hour, hour and 

a half to talk to you about all kinds of stuff. So . . . Look at all these questions right here. I had a 
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bunch and I just skipped over them because I really want the opportunity to come back and do 

more with you, so. 

 

BRAXTON:   I remember when this road was rock. It was a rocky road. It wasn’t paved 

or nothing. And we used to race horses down this road.  

 

CRAMER:   [29:11]  Really? 

 

BRAXTON:   Yeah. You had a thoroughbred, you put him on the street. You’re going to 

see how good he is.  

 

CRAMER:   When were the roads paved? Right about maybe the . . . Somebody told 

me earlier today and I can’t remember myself, but when were they rock? How long . . . like 

when are you talking about? Like what time period . . .  

 

BRAXTON:   I’m talking about . . . 

 

CRAMER:   The 60s? 

 

BRAXTON:    [29:37]  Yes. Somewhere in there. Because I’m sixty-three, so right about 

then. Because they didn’t have no pave . . . when I was crawfishing in that ditch it wasn’t paved. 

No because you got to watch out for the rocks when the cars pass.  
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CRAMER:   Oh! 

 

BRAXTON:    [30:01]  Because their . . . The tires will pop them out, but it was all good. 

 

CRAMER:   Well thank you so much. Go ahead . . .  

 

BRAXTON:   We had some big crawfish, too. Oh, man. It was some big red claws, them. 

And my mom used to tear my butt because she used to find them under the ice box, or under the 

table, and they’d be dead. She’d be wondering what that smell is.  

 

CRAMER:   It was you terrorizing your sister. 

 

BRAXTON:   Yeah I done thought in my head must be another dead crawfish 

somewhere I didn’t get. But it’s all good. I loved everything about Mossville. I wish I can find 

another town that’s like it, but it didn’t have that much of a chemical problem whatever. But I 

don’t think you can find that because the [?] the thing done took over. Things have to move on I 

guess, and you got to be with it, or be without it. You can’t stop progress. Even though you want 

to. And I’m pretty sure somehow or another I may have to move from where I’m staying at 

because they got to build some more energy . . . I don’t know how you say it, but . . . 

 

CRAMER:   Like processing? 
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BRAXTON:   Units. Units for making more energy for the incoming people that’s 

coming in here. And I stay way out there by Gulf State. I don’t know if you know this. On 

Houston River Road. 

 

CRAMER:   [31:49]  A little bit.  

 

BRAXTON:    [?] 

 

CRAMER:   [Agrees]. 

 

BRAXTON:   Yeah, well I stay behind that road. And I don’t know what I’m going to do 

when it’s come my time. I know the people that was here, a lot of them was too old to be moving 

then. And I know they didn’t get the right money that they supposed to . . . They needed to get to 

make the rest of their life comfortable. Yeah, and that’s hurting. That really hurts because these 

are some good people here. I’m sorry. 

 

CRAMER:   It’s okay. Speak your mind. Well I appreciate your enthusiasm in being 

interviewed and for sharing with us today.  

 

BRAXTON:    [32:38]  Thank you. 

 

CRAMER:   Is there something else you want to say? 
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BRAXTON:   No. I’m kind of messed up right now because this hurts. And I know a lot 

of people that you’ve interviewed or have talked to, they probably feel the same way as I feel. 

But it’s a hurting thing you got to forget your home. Where you come from. All the good times. 

The bad times. They matters. They may not seem like it, but they matters. I’m going to stop now. 

Thank you though. 

  

[33:42] 

[End Tape 4398. End Session I.] 
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