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[Begin Tape 4489.  Begin Session I.] 
 
 
STEPHANIE DRAGOON:         . . . later date to be released in the interview, so if you say 

something that you don’t want to be released in the next, like, ten years or twenty years or . . .     

[ . . . ?] [break in tape]  Okay. Today is July twenty-seventh, 2015. We’re here at Ms. Velma 

Carheel’s house on Anderson Street in Westlake, Louisiana. I’m Stephanie Dragoon with the T. 

Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU [Louisiana State University] Libraries. And 

I’m here today with Mr. George Braxton and Ms. Velma Carheel to talk about their memories of 

Mossville, Louisiana as part of a project conducted in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu 

Museum to document the history of Mossville. Thank you all so much for having us, for sharing 

your stories and experiences with us. This is our first session together and your second interview, 

the second one to the oral history day. I’m going to start off with a few questions about your 

neighborhood. What do you remember about the street that you lived on, Old Spanish Trail? 

 

GEORGE BRAXTON: [02:20]  What do I remember about it? 

 

DRAGOON: About Old Spanish Trail. 

 

BRAXTON: Well, I mean, it was . . . I guess a main route between Westlake and Sulphur 

[Louisiana]. Most of the town of Mossville lied along the north and the south sides of the Old 
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Spanish Trail. In my early childhood, it was not . . . even though it was a main route between 

Sulphur and Westlake, it was not a real busy street in my mind as it have been in years after that. 

I guess when I was a kid I could remember times when if it was late at night you may not hear a 

car for an hour pass, but now it’s every couple seconds . . . every few minutes, you know. I’m 

not sure what else to say about that street. I mean . . .  

 

VELMA CARHEEL: [03:46] What year did they . . .  

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

CARHEEL: What year did they pave it? 

 

BRAXTON: [03:48]  I don't know that. I do know that as a kid growing up, we heard a lot of 

stories about the gold being found along the Old Spanish Trail. That’s a very prevalent thing in 

this area. Jean Lafitte was the pirate that was in this area that the Contraband Days is named 

after. So there are lots and lots of stories about gold . . . in fact, to the extent that when I was a 

very young kid, I don’t recall it personally, but I was told about . . . my father got up early one 

morning before day to go to work and he heard noise outside. It was a lady that was a 

schoolteacher was outside digging up the yard because she somehow had determined that there 

was treasures buried at a certain point. And he caught her out here digging the yard up, trying to 

find the treasure. Those stories are very prevalent along the Old Spanish Trail, and some areas 

off . . . other streets that parallel that area. My high school was on the Old Spanish Trail. The 

swimming pool was on the Old Spanish Trail. Essentially, all the things that were special to the 
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area: a little burger stand, grocery store, church, all along the Old Spanish Trail . . . that street. I 

don't know what else to say about that street. We played in that street . . . I mean quite a bit. It 

wasn’t a major highway, so we played alongside the road, rode our bicycles along the side. It 

was a path to go anywhere that we were going in our area . . . just following the Old Spanish 

Trail.  

 

DRAGOON: So there is a lot of stories about this pirate growing up? 

 

BRAXTON: [06:25]  In the area as a whole. And the Old Spanish Trail, there were stories of 

gold being buried along the Old Spanish Trail. It all kind of relates back, like I say, to the pirate, 

Jean Lafitte. 

 

DRAGOON: Jean Lafitte? 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah. Jean Lafitte is the pirate that they drew from to create Contraband Days in 

Lake Charles [Louisiana], which is one of the biggest festivals in the nation. 

 

DRAGOON: Is that why the school’s named . . . or the mascot is the pirates? 

 

BRAXTON: [07:09]  Right. I think so. 

 

DRAGOON: Okay. Wow. I didn’t know that. 
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BRAXTON: How do you know that? [laughs] Yeah, the pirates was the mascot at the school. I 

lost my thought. There was something else I was going to tell you, but it’s not that significant. 

 

CARHEEL: Contraband’s normally in April every year.  

 

DRAGOON: Okay. 

 

CARHEEL: [07:36]  They have a big celebration in Lake Charles. A two-week celebration. It 

lasts two whole weeks . . . every year. 

 

 DRAGOON: Did you take trips to go to that festival when you were growing up? 

 

CARHEEL: Actually, it started after we were grown up. 

 

BRAXTON: [07:58]  Well, it started many years ago, but it’s grown to be extremely big deal. 

But to be honest with you, black people didn’t connect with it because Jean Lafitte was a slave 

trader. So it hasn’t necessarily been that big of a deal for blacks, African Americans. But, you 

know, it is what it is. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: What kind of stories did you hear about Jean Lafitte growing up in terms of what 

he did around Mossville?  
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BRAXTON: [08:32]  It mostly was around the gold. It actually . . . Their stories are rampant 

around gold being . . . In fact, that’s what I was about to tell you, that I had a cousin that lived on 

the Old Spanish Trail that supposedly found some gold bars. And he left here in the ‘60s and 

moved on. He left everything he owned: businesses, he had some rent houses, a cleaner’s, a store 

and so forth. He left and we heard he found some gold bars and he just moved on . . . just left it 

sitting there. So whether it’s true or not, I’ve heard another story. My stepfather told me that his 

son dug up like a clay pot like container, like a quart . . . pint or quart size. But what happened 

was, he had an old-time homemade gate on the fence and the gate had started dragging. He had 

been telling him to get a shovel and scoop out under that gate so it wouldn’t drag. So finally he 

went out there and he did it, and he hit this clay pot . . . got it up and it was full of these little 

things that was just right for a slingshot. He shot them all away at birds before his dad ever knew 

that he had found anything. And when he finally saw what he had and inquired about it, he’d 

already shot all the nuggets away. Now, that’s the story he told me, and he told it to me as being 

the truth. So whether it was true or not, just like the gold bars, I don't know. Like the lady that 

was digging in the yard and who told her that that was a spot to dig under that specific tree or 

how she figured that out, I don't know. But I do know the lady was digging in the yard; that story 

is true. That’s the truth, though. And . . . I don't know. That’s pretty much all I remember about 

the Old Spanish Trail.  

 

DRAGOON: Who . . .  

 

BRAXTON: [10:56]  Well, I guess a couple other things. To the east side of Mossville as I was 

coming up, there was plants there along the Old Spanish Trail. And whenever we’d go to 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


George Braxton and Velma Carheel 4700.2553 Tape 4489                              6 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

Westlake . . . You know, people didn’t move around as quick as they do today. But we used to 

go to Westlake and we’d have to pass over this canal and it smelled very horrible. We used to 

call it “Stink Gully.” I ended up working there. That’s where I worked my whole life is at that 

same plant. And I seen that transform into what you would call normal water in the canal. And to 

the west side of us was the suburb, unincorporated area of Sulphur. So Mossville, along the Old 

Spanish Trail, as you know, was all-black neighborhood with an adjoining white neighborhood 

to the west, and basically refineries and plants to the immediate east side of the community on 

Old Spanish Trail.  

 

DRAGOON: [12:17]  Where did you say you worked? 

 

BRAXTON: Conoco. 

 

DRAGOON: Conoco. What did you do there? 

 

BRAXTON: I was in management. 

 

DRAGOON: How long were you there? 

 

BRAXTON: Almost forty years. 

 

DRAGOON: Until you retired? 
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BRAXTON: [12:32]  Yeah. Almost five years ago. 

 

DRAGOON: Who lived in your household growing up? 

 

BRAXTON: The base household was my mother, my father, my older sister, Faith, who was 

her mother . . . that’s Velma’s mother, my younger sister, [Walon?], and my brother, Henderson. 

At various times after that, for a number of years, had some of the . . .  my nieces and nephews 

also lived there with my older sister, her children. So that basically composed that household. 

 

DRAGOON: And how long did you live in that house? 

 

BRAXTON: Until I was grown . . . for nineteen years.  

 

DRAGOON: In your first interview, you talked about having a lot of family living around you. 

What was it like to have . . . growing up with so many relatives nearby? 

 

BRAXTON: [14:04]  It was amazing. I just . . . It’s hard to identify now with families having 

kids that stay all over the country . . . aunts and uncles . . . because most of mine, particularly on 

my mother’s side of the family, they basically all lived in a circle around our house and not more 

than . . . none of them lived more than 300 yards away. It was a large family, her sisters and 

brothers. And on my father’s side of the family, the Braxton side of the family, there were . . . 

well, a whole subdivision was named after the Braxtons. [Laughs] It was Braxtons all over the 

place that were relatives. All but about two of my uncles that were living during the time I was 
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coming up, all but two lived in the area of Mossville . . .  lived in Mossville. So it was very close 

family situation. Everybody was around. Practically, at one time I think the population of 

Mossville exceeded two thousand people, and the greater majority of those was related to me 

some way, somehow. 

 

DRAGOON: What were the occasions for family gatherings? 

 

BRAXTON: [16:01]  When I was a kid coming up, we used to have, I recall, family reunions 

basically at my grandparents’ house on my mother’s side. But everyone lived so close together 

that a family reunion didn’t have the same meaning that it had for a lot of people, because you 

saw them every day. We really didn’t have that many scheduled, planned family reunions. It was 

a reunion every week or every . . .  we were right there close together. 

 

CARHEEL: Got together for weddings, church. 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah, weddings. The church was, I guess, one of the places that everybody pretty 

much came together at because the church basically served the community. It wasn’t like a lot of 

churches now. People come from all over the place, which there were a few. Basically in the 

church that I came up in, Mount Zion Baptist Church, the oldest church in Mossville, was started 

by my great-grandfather. So it was a gathering place where everybody kind of came together 

every week. But otherwise, everybody lived within walking distance of each other. 

 

DRAGOON: [17:42]  Can you tell me more about Mount Zion? 
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BRAXTON: Mount Zion, like I said, was started by my great-grandfather in 1866. His name 

was Griffin Braxton and he was a former slave. Mount Zion has a cemetery on the property that 

dates back into the 1800s that I think the church, the building, the physical building that’s there 

now, my understanding is that’s the third building on that site. The original church was 

destroyed, I understand, by the 1918 storm and another church was built at some point in time. 

And then the church that’s there now was built between 1957 and 1959. I can barely remember 

the former wooden church that was there prior to that. 

 

DRAGOON: [18:56]  And you said Griffin Braxton was your great-grandfather? 

 

BRAXTON: Yes. 

 

DRAGOON: Okay. Who made up the congregation at Mount Zion? 

 

BRAXTON: It was mostly family members, with the exception of a few people that . . . and 

most of those, a great portion of those, were some form of married into some family members of 

some sort coming up. It was . . .  When I say family members, it was members from both sides of 

the family: my mother’s, the Towner family, and the Braxton family. Then, some others that 

were related to us that carried different last names: Rigmaidens, Perkins, Vincents . . . oh, God, it 

just goes on and on and on . . . but basically all related somehow back to the Braxton side in 

particular. 
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DRAGOON: [20:16]  And your grandfather was also really involved with the Mount Zion 

Church? 

 

BRAXTON: He started the church. He was a preacher. 

 

DRAGOON: He started the church. Okay. 

 

BRAXTON: Reverend Griffin Braxton. He also started at least two other churches in the area 

that still exist today. I think, but I have not been able to confirm possibly one or two more. But 

he started Good Hope in Westlake and he also started what’s now New Emmanuel in Lake 

Charles. He was part of the . . . basically it was three different guys that started that church and 

he was like the lead, I think.  

 

DRAGOON: What kind of involvement in the community did he have? 

 

BRAXTON: [21:20]  That is something that I really don’t know, except to say that just the 

mere fact that he led a group that started at least three churches, he must have been pretty 

instrumental . . . must have had pretty good leadership. But to confirm or something, I don’t 

really know for sure. But just the mere fact that he started three churches, I think, says a lot.  

 

DRAGOON: Yeah. Let’s see. So who were some of the community leaders, and what did they 

do when you were growing up? 
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BRAXTON: [22:10]  The first person that comes to mind is Joshua Rigmaiden who was known 

as a community leader. He died when I was a very, very young kid. I probably was maybe five 

years old or something like that. But I recall his funeral and such . . . in particular. Basically he 

lived practically across the street from where I was raised at. When his funeral procession 

passed, possibly my imagination ran away with me, because I recall seeing little white ghostly 

figures with the funeral procession. [Laughs] I’ll never forget that. You know, it was just . . . I 

write it up to my imagination running away from me, because I don’t believe in ghosts and 

spirits. But I do clearly recall that. As far as others, I would say LaSalle Williams. We called him 

Coach Williams because he was the coach at the school. He was thought of as a disciplinarian. 

He also, during the summer months, ran the community recreation swimming pool area and 

everything. So he was pretty influential. And probably the pastor of Mount Zion Church, which 

was Reverend White. And . . .  

 

CARHEEL: [low audio] Prater? 

 

BRAXTON: I’m sorry?  

 

CARHEEL: [low audio] Prater? 

 

BRAXTON: Well, it’s your opinion. [Laughs] That’s, I guess, influential. Did you say leaders? 

Read that question back again. 

 

DRAGOON: Oh, yeah. Who were some of the community leaders? 
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BRAXTON: [24:50]  Community leaders. 

 

DRAGOON: Yeah. And what did they do? 

 

BRAXTON: I would say that’s my recollection of community leaders, yeah. 

 

DRAGOON: Okay. What was Mount Zion’s role in civic affairs? Or what was its role in the 

community, do you think? 

 

BRAXTON: Well, it . . .  As I was coming up, I don't know how to say except that . . . it was a 

central meeting place. I’m sure that a lot of things were discussed and worked on. But as far as 

my recollection, I don’t really recall anything special that the church did. I really don’t.  

 

DRAGOON: What was the role of women in the church? 

 

BRAXTON: [26:11] My recollection is they served as deacons, members of the choir . . .  

 

CARHEEL:  Deaconess. 

 

DRAGOON: Deaconess? 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah, deaconess. I recall when I was a kid that they used to hold mission circles. 

They used to come, mission circle used to rotate around between different women that were 
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members of the church to their home and they would have Bible study and things like that. I can 

recall mission circle used to rotate to my mother’s house at times. I guess there was kind of a 

formal thing . . . even on mission day, they all wore white. I can remember that. And I remember, 

that’s how I learned how to make coffee is because my mother had a very special way of making 

coffee, serving coffee. And the way it would happen, I mean, she made coffee, but she would 

have each cup for each individual that was being served, it would be full of boiling hot water, 

just clear water. She’d have a coffee pot sitting there, too. And it had an empty bowl. As she 

served you, you would dump your hot water out of your cup into this bowl, then pour your coffee 

in there. The purpose was to preheat the cup. Then you served yourself with sugar and cream, 

however you chose to do it. That’s something that I picked up to this day. I want my coffee hot. I 

still heat my cup if I’m doing it myself. I like to drink it boiling hot straight from the pot. If it’s 

bubbling, that’s just fine. A lot of people think . . . don’t understand how that happens, but I’ve 

been doing it all my life. 

 

CARHEEL: [28:35]  Their purpose was it was china and china burns easily so it needs to be 

preheated.  

 

BRAXTON: Other than that, I don’t really recall . . . and maybe I was too young to recall some 

of the things the church did especially. I think at one time, prior to my time, I understand the 

church had started a Boy Scout troop. I was in a Boy Scout troop as a young teenager for a short 

period of time that was made up of all . . . all the scouts were from the Mossville area. As far as 

women’s roles in the church, that’s kind of my recollection. I don’t recall a whole lot more than 

that. 
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DRAGOON: What kinds of stuff would you do with your Boy Scout troop? 

 

BRAXTON: [29:56]  Well I stayed a short time, because I can only actually remember going 

out and what we called camping one time, but basically it was just a daylight event where we 

went out and we built a campfire and we roast some weenies. I think at that point in time . . . We 

had an incident that took place and I did not have a lot of interest in going back to the Boy 

Scouts. So it was about the same time that I actually started working. I had a fulltime job since I 

was fourteen years old. So I never had interest in the Boy Scouts after that because I was 

working. I had a fulltime job. 

 

DRAGOON: What was the incident? 

 

BRAXTON: [30:59]  Well, the incident was we had . . . A big deal with the Boy Scouts was 

discipline. I can’t tell you what the guys did to require that they be disciplined; I don’t recall that. 

But the way they were disciplined, it was self-discipline. So you formed a belt line. You formed 

a line with all of the members facing each other and the person that needed discipline would 

walk between the lines and you would have to hit them with your belt on the cheek of the butt 

below the back, but on the cheek . . . above the thigh, below the waist. That was a firm rule on 

where you hit. They had this one guy that was substantially older than myself that was in the 

troop and he came through the line and as he passed, he got hit in the small of the back with the 

belt. It wasn’t me, but it was the guy opposite me. But when you’re hitting like that, somehow he 

thought it was me that did it, but really it was this other guy on the opposite side. And he ran to 

the corner of the room immediately, without hesitation to what I said or anything, and grabbed a 
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one-half inch galvanized water pipe and was fixing to take my head off, except that I had some 

cousins that was in there and they jumped on him. I had no idea what was even going on. So they 

escorted me home and that was it for the Boy Scouts. [Laughs] That was the end of that. 

  

DRAGOON: [32:48]  So who were the leaders of the Boy Scouts? Were they also Mossville 

folks? 

 

BRAXTON: Were they also who? 

 

DRAGOON: Mossville folks, who were the leaders? 

 

BRAXTON: Yes, the troop was entirely Mossville folks. You know, I’m not a hundred percent 

sure. I’m trying to recall now who the troop leader was at the time, but I think it was LaSalle 

Reeves . . .  I think, but I won’t swear to that. It was at a period of time that we used to meet at a 

building that was pretty much on the site of the recreation center. We used to call it the Masonic 

Hall. That’s where the troops would meet at there. That’s what kind of ended my stint with the 

Boy Scouts. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: You said you were working since you were fourteen? 

 

BRAXTON: Yes. 

 

DRAGOON: [33:52]  What did you start doing? Where were you working? 
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BRAXTON: I used to work at sort of what I think today they would call it a bellhop, at the 

Pelican Motel in Sulphur. That was the first real job that I had at a place of business. But even 

prior to that, I had little jobs that I picked up in the neighborhood. I pulled and straightened nails 

from used lumber . . . and notice I said straighten. When I say straighten, I had pretty much, on 

this one job, I had pretty much had a five-gallon bucket full of nails that I had straightened out. I 

had to pull them first out of the wood. And I used to clean bricks. I used to clean bricks . . . used 

bricks, and two bricks for a penny. So that was the two jobs that I had. I always wanted to hustle. 

In fact I used to . . .  I don't know how I ended up doing it, but I remember that I used to catch 

bullfrogs at a pond that was near our house. It wasn’t that terribly many that I caught, and I used 

to sell them to my teacher at school by the pair, the legs. It seemed like to me I used to get . . . 

that was a lot of money back then. I used to get like two dollars a pair for two little legs. You 

couldn’t buy bullfrog legs in the store then. That was . . . And I don't remember how I actually 

started doing that, but I remember doing it.  

[35:53]  I used to pick blackberries and mayhaws. We would walk like three or four 

miles and pick five or six gallons, maybe, of mayhaws or blackberries. We would walk back that 

same number of miles with those berries and then walk another mile to the main highway and sit 

on the side of the road and we would sell those berries. In fact, when I quit selling them, I think I 

was getting about three dollars a gallon for berries back then. That was something that everybody 

did. That was . . . You don’t think about it as hard work now, but that was. They had some 

people that actually made a living doing that. It wasn’t a living for me, it was extra change. But I 

know there was a cousin of mine that that was his existence, was picking mayhaws and 

blackberries. That pretty much defined my working life [Laughs] since I was fourteen, when I 
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actually had a formal job at fourteen. In between time I did some of these other things, and 

before that. 

[37:24]  Also when I was a teen, when I left working at the Pelican Motel, I worked at 

what was at the time known as the best restaurant hotel in the area, which was called the Chateau 

Charles. It was a Sheraton Motel. I worked there in the kitchen for quite a while. I used to seem 

like I never had a problem going to work. I didn’t have a car, okay? I used to catch a ride, no 

problem. You could catch a ride so easy that you never had to worry about it to get back and 

forth to work and be on time, and maintain a job. I used to thumb, catch rides with various 

people I knew that were going the same way or possibly working at the same place.  

In other cases, you knew the Greyhound bus schedule. The Greyhound bus would pass, 

and you knew the schedule when they was passing and you could stop them. Try stopping one 

now. [Laughs] You could stop it, I could catch a ride to Lake Charles for fifty cents. During my 

childhood, also, the city bus, the Lake Charles City bus, came to Mossville. For roughly ten 

cents, you could ride the city bus from Mossville back to Lake Charles, back and forth. So I had 

a number of different ways that I found transportation. Now I’m sure y’all have been here and . . 

. Y’all have eaten at Steamboat Bill’s? Well, I worked there, too. That building, it wasn’t 

Steamboat Bill’s at the time. It was called the Lakeview Restaurant. But when I was a teen, I 

worked there as well. I was like a busboy, they called it, at that same building, different business. 

So I had lots of jobs. I stayed employed. 

  

DRAGOON: [39:54] You were busing at Steamboat Bill’s? Did you . . .  
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BRAXTON: I was . . . It’s the same building as Steamboat Bill’s is located in now. But the 

name of the business was The Lakeview . . .  

 

DRAGOON: The Lakeview. 

 

BRAXTON: [40:07]  . . . The Lakeview Motel and Restaurant.  

 

DRAGOON: Is that also in Lake Charles? 

 

BRAXTON: Yes.  

 

DRAGOON: Were you cooking at the other restaurant . . . The Chateau . . . ? 

 

BRAXTON: I never officially cooked at any of them. But I learned to cook working at those 

places. Yeah. I learned a lot about cooking . . . just from observing. I can actually still remember 

a couple of very special recipes that was unique to the Chateau Charles restaurant. I cook them 

every once in a while. 

 

DRAGOON: What kinds of recipes? 

 

BRAXTON: [41:00]  One is called shrimp Dijon. It’s a shrimp dish that basically you cook it 

in a serving size and it’s made with fresh shrimp and garlic and Worcestershire sauce and such, 

and it’s kind of like broiled in an oven. I learned a lot about fileting fish. There would be some 
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time I would filet maybe two pickup truck loads of fish in a night . . . large fish, what we call red 

fish. Some of them weigh twenty plus pounds each and such. I just learned and picked up a lot of 

tips about cooking, even though I wasn’t a cook there. The same with the other restaurant that I 

worked at, the Lakeview. I was a busboy but I spent a lot of time around the kitchen and such, 

and picked up a lot of things.  

 

DRAGOON: [42:09]  Did you ever cook with your mom? 

 

BRAXTON: You know what? I never cooked with my mom but one time, once, and that was 

simply because I said I want to get her lemon meringue pie recipe down pat. So I told her that we 

were going to cook lemon pies and I bought everything. We stood side by side and made those 

pies and I wrote the recipe down. I still have it, the original writing. We made those pies and I’ve 

been using that recipe since. Other than that, never. Not one single time can I ever remember 

cooking with my mom besides that. But what I did do, and I think now how did I do that, but 

when I was about . . . somewhere between ten and twelve years old, my father had died when I 

was ten and my mother took over the business. I just felt like my mama was working so hard, 

because prior to that she was a stay-at-home mom, and now she was gone all the time. I felt like 

she was working hard. She had to come home and then try to cook and all that.  

[43:40]  So somehow I acquired . . .  had some money. I went to the little local store, 

which was only about 200 yards behind our house. Even though it was a small store it was full 

service. And I bought some steak, because I didn’t know nothing about steak I know now. But 

steak was supposed to be good, okay? So I bought some steak, I bought some rice, and I bought 

some corn, and I cooked a meal. I had never ever watched, that I could recall. It was just 
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something I connected with the taste of things she had cooked before, and in my mind I tried to 

do whatever it took to mimic it. I cooked it, and she came. I can’t tell you how she enjoyed it, but 

she ate it. Okay? [Laughs] I’m sure she told me that it was good. But in the years after that, I 

used to cook for my mother all the time, yeah . . . different things . . . soups and whatever, 

squirrels [Laughs] . . . different things over the years after that. 

 

DRAGOON: [44:57]  You said your mother took over the business when your father passed? 

 

BRAXTON: Yes. 

 

DRAGOON: What was the business? 

 

BRAXTON: [45:04]  We had . . . basically we had . . . that’s an area that’s now a part of the 

city limits of Sulphur. At the time, it was unincorporated areas called Maplewood and 

Hollywood. They’re still referred to by those names. They were pretty much the well-to-do areas 

of the Sulphur area, Maplewood and Hollywood. Maplewood was started by Cities Service 

Refinery, which is now known as CITGO. They actually were responsible for building literally 

hundreds of houses there for people to stay there, supported the plant operation. So all that 

incorporated area of Maplewood in Sulphur, my father had the garbage collection business. He 

had people that worked for him picking up garbage. When he passed, she tried to continue the 

business, but it was a lot of things going against that, such as other people trying to get it 

franchised . . . because women didn’t have businesses like that. She was breaking new ground to 

have that kind of business. Also, the city was trying to incorporate some of those areas, too, at 
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the same time, I think. So after a few years, the business went bust. It just kind of was inevitable. 

The city basically took it over. 

 

DRAGOON: And that was when you were about ten to . . .  

 

BRAXTON: [47:00]  Well, my father died when I was ten. But somewhere in the next three, 

four, five years, the business went bust. 

 

DRAGOON: What did she do after that to support the family? 

 

BRAXTON: She was just a housewife. 

 

DRAGOON: Did she remarry? 

 

BRAXTON: In her later . . . Yeah, she did some years after that. In the latter part of the ‘60s, 

she married for a short period of time and divorced. Then she remarried again in the ‘80s until he 

passed. So yeah, she remarried. 

 

CARHEEL:  [47:48]  On her seventy-fifth birthday  

 

DRAGOON: Wow. 

 

BRAXTON: What? 
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CARHEEL:  She remarried on her seventy-fifth birthday. 

 

BRAXTON: Oh, yeah, that was a big day, yeah. It was not only her birthday. The day she got 

married was . . .  

 

CARHEEL: Thanksgiving. 

 

BRAXTON: [48:05]  It was Thanksgiving. It was John Kennedy’s . . . Was it the assassination 

date? 

 

CARHEEL: Was it? It was in November. 

 

BRAXTON: It was November. And it was her birthday, her wedding day, Thanksgiving and it 

was all the same day. [laughs] So it was a pretty big day.  

 

CARHEEL: She had a big church wedding. 

 

DRAGOON: Sounds like quite the day. 

 

BRAXTON: [48:41]  And she was, I think she was . . .  How old was she? 

 

CARHEEL:  Seventy-five. 
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BRAXTON: I don't think she was. She wasn’t seventy-five, I don't think. No, she wasn’t 

seventy-five. I don’t believe. Maybe she was. I forgot the year. Time gets away. 

 

CARHEEL:  I don't remember, either. 

 

BRAXTON: [49:08]  I don't know. Not right off . . .  

 

DRAGOON: Let’s see. Can you tell me a little bit more about your grandparents? 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah, I was thinking about that a little bit earlier. On my mother’s side of the 

family, my great-grandfather on that side of the family, his name was Israel Towner and he 

hailed from Beauregard Parish [Louisiana]. Of course he was born in the middle of 1800s. He 

was good friends with the father of the governor of the state, Sam Houston Jones. In fact, there 

was an article in McNeese [State University] that speaks to the first Beauregard Parish Fair they 

had, and where Sam Houston Jones’ father was telling everybody the history of the parish, 

because he was . . . he was like . . . for lack of another term, the father of the parish. He was one 

of the first settlers. Nobody expected anybody to know more about Beauregard Parish than him. 

So he told the history at this first Beauregard Parish Fair. At the end of his speech he said that if 

anybody wanted to know more about the parish, they could ask him after his speech, and if he 

could not give the answer, he said . . .  this was almost a quote, “My good colored friend, Israel 

Towner, can answer. And if neither of us can answer this question, you’ll never know.” Like I 

said, I found that article. Actually the newspaper in Beauregard Parish had at one point did a big 
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two-page spread that had that in it. I know it’s in McNeese library now because I got it from 

McNeese library. 

[51:40]  So he was . . . My great-grandfather was a pretty influential man in his own right 

in Beauregard Parish. And at one point in time, he . . . I’m told that he owned part of the property 

that’s now Bundick Lake [Deridder, LA] and he lost it over a dollar and sixty cents’ worth of 

taxes that he asked a friend of his to pay, and the friend failed to pay the taxes. And he lost the 

property. Well, I don't know how much property that was, but I do know that, because I 

confirmed this and found the records myself, he was given an eighty-acre land grant in the latter 

1800s, 1892, thereabouts in that area. So he had property there. And they had . . . We had a 

family reunion where . . .  up in Deridder [Louisiana], where some family members actually 

brought his tax receipt and showed it. It was one of the things they showed at the family reunion. 

He didn’t make that up. That was in the middle of the ‘80s, thereabouts. And he never . . . As far 

as I know, he always lived in the Beauregard Parish area. He was buried there.  

[53:16]  So his son, my grandfather, they migrated to the Mossville area from Beauregard 

Parish. My great-grandfather on the Braxton side, Griffon Braxton, I know for a fact that he was 

a former slave. I actually have found his name on a slave manifest. Back at that time, slaves 

didn’t have . . . not all slaves, or very few slaves had a first and a last name. But I found his name 

on the slave manifest for August the twenty-seventh, 1840 coming into the port of New Orleans 

[Louisiana]. I’m trying to work the time to understand where he was at between 1840 and a 

period of time when he lived in the area south of him called Vincent Settlement before he moved 

from Vincent Settlement to Mossville. Vincent Settlement is an area south of Sulphur. It’s not 

that far from here. I mean, it’s like maybe ten, fifteen-mile drive just to get there, maybe, if that 

much. But I do know he lived in that area before he moved here. My grandmother on my father’s 
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side of the family, her maiden name, she was a Rigmaiden. I think that she was born and raised 

in the Mossville area.  

[55:34]  Now, my grandmother on my mother’s side of the family, I think she came from 

Beauregard Parish as well . . . the Beauregard Parish area. She was a Potts, P-O-T-T-S was her 

maiden name. My great-grandfather’s wife . . .  I’m having difficulty recalling her name. I get 

those . . .  the women’s names mixed up for some reason, so I’m not going to say. What else 

about them? I don't know. I really don’t. My grandfather on . . . My grandparents both on my 

father’s side of the family, they passed on before I was born. On my mother’s side of the family, 

they were both living and I can recall them. My grandfather on my mother’s side passed when I 

was somewhere around five years old, but I clearly recall him. But my grandmother lived until 

1973. And every son, all the sons they had . . . what was it, five? Arthur, Frank, Frederick, 

Johnny . . . Who am I missing? All of their sons were carpenters, and I mean first-class 

carpenters, all of them. They often worked together as a team. These are . . . all them I was raised 

up around them. On my daddy’s side of the family, my father’s brother actually worked for my 

father. One of them, Robert, worked for my father. My daddy’s other brother that lived local in 

this area, Rogers Braxton, he was a barber. I think at one point in time he was the oldest 

practicing barber in the state of Louisiana, in terms of the years he had been practicing, and quite 

possibly age, too. I’m not sure about the age. But he died at ninety-seven years old.  

 

DRAGOON: [58:43]  And he was in Mossville? 

 

BRAXTON: He was raised up in Mossville. He was . . . When he stopped cutting hair . . . He 

was cutting hair. He had a shop in Mossville. But prior to that, he had a shop in Lake Charles for 
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a period of time, too. He used to cut my hair for free. I can recall, [Laughs] for free . . . all good 

things that’s free, not necessarily good things. [Laughs] At one point after I was working and 

grown, I was still going to him, because he was my uncle, for one, but he always wanted to cut 

my hair the way he wanted to cut my hair, not the way I wanted it cut. So I moved on. [Laughs] 

Let’s see . . .  

 

DRAGOON: [59:47]  Did most of the folks in Mossville . . .  

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

DRAGOON: Did most of the folks in Mossville go to him to get their hair cut? 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah. Oh, absolutely. Yeah, sure did. 

 

DRAGOON: Were there more than one? Were there other people, barber shops or barbers? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:00:02]  I think he . . . At the time, he had . . . they had a lot of people that cut 

hair bootleg. But real barber shop, I think he was the only one at the time . . . for the brief period 

in Mossville. But when he was . . . He cut many, many years. When I say . . . See, he cut hair for 

. . . I think it might have been approaching maybe sixty years. That’s a long time. 

 

DRAGOON: And what was his name again? 
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BRAXTON: Rogers Braxton. Rogers, with an “s.” Rogers. And my mother’s . . .  my father’s 

sister, Lily Verdine was her married name, she lived in Mossville right near us on the Old 

Spanish Trail. My grandmother, her father was white, so we all got that bloodline. And what 

else? I forgot what your . . .  I might be straying from your question. 

 

CARHEEL: [1:01:56]  What was his name, her father? 

 

BRAXTON: Oh, I don’t recall. I don’t recall that. 

 

DRAGOON: Wait, you said your grandmother’s barber was white? 

 

BRAXTON: I’m sorry? 

 

CARHEEL:  Her father. 

 

DRAGOON: Oh, her father was white. I’m sorry. I misheard. 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah. My grandmother’s father was white. 

 

DRAGOON: [1:02:19]  Did she . . . Was that before she lived in Mossville? Was she born 

somewhere else? 

 

BRAXTON: She wasn’t born in Mossville. I think she was born in Beauregard Parish,  
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DRAGOON: Oh, okay. Do you know what year she came to Mossville? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:02:34]  You know, I was trying to think of what year it was. I know my mother 

. . .  I remember my mother telling me which one of them was a baby when they moved from 

Sugartown in Beauregard Parish to Mossville. But I really don’t remember the year. In fact, I 

didn’t realize that you was going to be making your appointment today because I had already 

thought some few days back that I was going to talk to one of my older cousins because I wanted 

to ask her that question of what year it was. I don’t recall what year it was. But it must have been 

. . . I don’t want to speculate when it was. 

 

DRAGOON: What kinds of stories . . . I know in the first interview you all did, you talked a lot 

about how your family talked a lot about lineage and you know a lot about going really far back 

in your family’s history. What kind of stories did your folks tell you? Did your parents tell you 

about your heritage, your ancestry? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:03:55]  You know, one thing about it as it connects to Mossville was that 

practically everybody was kin. I mean, they carried the last name. Moss, Mossville was named 

after some Mosses . . . Mossville. I’m not so sure that it picks up the name because the Mosses 

was the first, was permanent settlers here, or if it was just that Moss had the first post office here. 

And when you get a post office, you have to have a town designation to go with it. But what was 

your question? [Laughs] I don't know. My mind was . . . I’m deviating. 
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DRAGOON: That’s okay. Just what kinds of stories would they tell you about your family 

heritage? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:04:53]  Okay. Stories. About the heritage itself . . . Now if you mean . . . Well, 

I know . . . You mean in terms of things that they experienced? 

 

DRAGOON: Yeah. 

  

BRAXTON: I’m just trying to understand from which direction to bring these stories from. 

Because I mean, I’ve heard a lot of stories, but they . . . I mean, I don't know how they connect 

with heritage directly. For instance, my mother’s parents lived near Evergreen, what’s known as 

Evergreen Drive now, and I think the KCS [Kansas City Southern] Railroad tracks. They had . . . 

Because they were giving people, they had a reputation with hoboes where every hobo from here 

to wherever—hoboes had their own way of communicating—and they would feed hoboes, and 

they would give them chores to do to work for food and whatever. So hoboes used to frequent 

where they lived at because their property was adjacent to the railroad tracks. Is that what you’re 

talking about as far as heritage or so? And you know, they were farmers, my grandparents. So 

life was . . . it was a hard life.  

[1:06:59]  My grandmother on my mother’s side at one point in time, she used to ride a 

horse and buggy from Mossville to the sulphur mines in Sulphur. Sulphur got its name because it 

had a huge sulphur mining complex there. So there was a lot of people that stayed on site that 

was part of a compound. She used to ride there and do, I think, like housework and ironing and 

such while my grandfather worked the farm. In fact, one of the stories . . . one of my uncles and 
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I, we were watching this movie one day, Blazing Saddles. It got to that part of the movie where, 

for whatever reason, one of the actors got fired up behind this horse and he hit that horse, [slaps 

hands] and he knocked that horse out cold. I said, “Boy that’s something else.” And so my uncle 

says, “You ought to see that happen for real.” I said, “What you mean?” He said, “Well, your 

grandfather did that.” He was plowing up potatoes and if he was working the horse past the end 

of the day . . . Animals have a way of knowing . . . you work an animal every day, they have a 

way of knowing when the end of a normal workday is; it’s the internal clock they have. So this 

old horse, he kept working the horse and the horse was ready to go to the stall. The horse was a 

little temperamental and he kicked at my grandfather. My grandfather dropped the reins and 

immediately went around to the side and caught the bridle. And my uncle says he hit him one 

time, and just knocked him out cold. [Laughs] But my father . . . You say heritage. If I’m going 

back from what I was told, not what I experienced, is that part of what you want to hear? 

 

DRAGOON: [1:09:42]  Yeah. 

 

BRAXTON: Or you want my personal experiences? 

 

DRAGOON: Stories that you’ve heard or . . . yeah. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:09:47]  Well, one of the stories . . . In fact, I just wrote them about this stuff, 

because I write these memories. I have, probably two hundred of them on my phone. One was 

about . . .  Because it was easy to write. My uncle and my father, my Uncle Rob and my father, 

had went to church. On their way home from church, it was basically through a wooded trail, and 
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they came upon this skunk. Well, they knew better than messing with a skunk. But boys will be 

boys, they decide to mess with this skunk and the skunk sprayed them. And they wearing their 

Sunday clothes. And they basically, at the time that we’re talking about, back in the . . . before 

1920, they only had two sets of clothes and that’s what they wore on Sunday and what they wore 

the rest of the week. So their clothes were all skunked up, and they knew that they was in trouble 

when they got home. So they decided that they was going to . . . they took all their clothes off 

and they got naked and they buried their clothes. They thought that within the seven days until 

Sunday come back again, they could do something about that. Somehow they was going to work 

around that problem of the clothes being smelly. Well, Sunday came around, and they didn’t. So 

they had to suffer the consequences. And they . . .  he didn’t tell me what the consequences was, 

my father, who told me this story. But I’m sure it wasn’t nothing nice. [Laughs]  

[1:11:43]  They . . . My uncle, my aunt, my daddy’s sister and my uncle, during the time 

I was coming up, they fished every day. Aunt Lily Verdine fished every day. I recall going 

fishing with them sometimes in the Houston River in the boat . . . no motor, just paddle around. 

That’s all you needed. It was easy to catch fish in those days. It’s not like it is today. The water 

was much cleaner and the fish were much more plentiful. So they used to fish every day. So a lot 

of times me and my father would go down there on his time off and they would fry fish. That 

was a regular occasion. I learned how to eat a whole fish, say, six inches long, between two 

slices of bread, with all the bones in it . . . a fish sandwich full of bones . . . and never got 

choked, not a once on a bone. You just learn how to do certain things. I used to enjoy going 

fishing with them the times that I went. I guess my mother loved to fish. Of course my father 

died when I was ten, but as far as fishing went, it just kept rolling on, because my mother loved 

to fish and we used to fish all the time, as frequently as we could.  
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[1:13:37]  As far as . . . I heard so many stories, it’s hard to . . . my head is so full of 

stories. My uncles and such used to . . .  I remember them telling me a story about they did a lot 

of work around Mossville. It was a church that existed already, but they were hired to put a 

steeple on this church. All the brothers were working on this one steeple installation. And we had 

this one uncle, we always thought of him as being a little absent-minded. He was a great 

carpenter, but he would have a million things at a time going on in his mind. He was working on 

the roof and they kept telling him, “Frederick, you’re about to back off that roof. Be careful.” 

He’d be a grouch box and he would say, “Yeah, I know where I’m at.” Anyway, he had this rope 

tied around him that was supposed to be a safety rope in case you accidentally back off or trip or 

fall, whatever. Well, he never tied his rope off. He pulled around  . . .  He had it tied off, but he 

never retied it. He flew on his back off the top of that church. And of course his rope was on him, 

but it was tied too long. He suffered the consequences of that fall with some broken bones and 

such.  

[1:15:21]  When I was a kid, we used to fish all over the area. There were a lot of ponds 

around the area that we used to go fishing at, besides going to the river, which was probably four 

or five miles away. There were ponds we could fish in and I used to fish in ponds a lot in the 

area. I used to hunt in the area a lot. I basically had to teach myself how to hunt because, like I 

said, my father died when I was ten, but I was up for the challenge. I remember a very, very . . . 

coincidental to me may be killing the very first animal I ever killed, was a rabbit. I killed it with 

a gun that my father had gave me before he passed. It just happened that that day the guys were 

getting off of work that worked for my mother. I was coming home with my rabbit, and I was 

very proud. Man, I was carrying him. When I passed by those guys, you could have sworn that I 

done killed a thousand rabbits before because I just walked right by them like it was no big thing. 
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[Laughs] So I wanted them to say something, though, but I didn’t want to say, “Hey, I killed a 

rabbit!” You know, “Look at me!” So my daddy’s brother, he called me back. He said, “Come 

see.” So I went over there and he took my rabbit and he felt around the stomach on the rabbit. 

Then they all start laughing, all the guys. I had killed a pregnant rabbit. [Laughs] So he told me, 

he said, “You can’t eat that.” The flesh and everything is different on them. So that was my very 

first kill was a pregnant rabbit. I just thought it was a big rabbit. [laughs] I wasn’t but about 

eleven years old, ten, eleven years old.  

[1:17:37]  We used to find time . . . we used to fill out the time with all kinds of things as 

a kid in Mossville. The grass never grew. Anybody that had a couple of kids, they didn’t have 

grass in the yard because every kid played outside and the grass just would not grow. I don’t care 

what you did, it was just so much activity outside, the grass just would not grow. It would grow 

in outlying spots or whatever. But we used to find all sorts . . . It was never a dull moment, you 

know. If you weren’t making a slingshot or making your own kite to fly or . . . one of the things 

we used to do a lot is just go walk in the woods. We would just go walk in the woods, walk 

through the woods and explore, we’d call it see what we could see or find or experience or 

whatever.  

I can recall a real big experience in my life was the first time I recall seeing . . .  watching 

a color movie. We had a black and white TV. But during the summer they would show movies at 

the recreation center. What do you call it, sixteen millimeter videos or whatever? Or eight 

millimeter, whatever they are? And the first movie I went to see was . . .  I’m trying to think of 

the name of it. It was . . .  Aladdin? I think it was Aladdin. It was in color. Boy, that was 

something else. Once you’ve seen a color movie on a big screen, that was fascinating. That was 

something that you just longed to see again. But it wasn’t something that came often. In the 
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summer, they might have showed two or three movies, but those two or three movies was quite 

an experience, even for your whole summer. 

 

DRAGOON: [1:20:04]  What year did they get the screen, the projector? 

 

BRAXTON: The what? 

 

DRAGOON: [1:20:11]  Or the television? What year did the rec center, were they able to show 

color movies? 

 

BRAXTON: On the television? I don't think on the television.  

 

CARHEEL: She said on the screen. 

 

BRAXTON: Oh, on the . . . It was the middle of the ‘60s when we seen this . . . probably ’65, 

1965 or so, thereabouts. But I don't think that was like early for projection type movie . . . eight 

millimeter. I think that was available probably sometime before that. But color TV didn’t come 

along until . . . it wasn’t out there for everybody to purchase until sometime toward the end of the 

‘60s, I would imagine. I don’t recall. I don't think . . . I don't know that I had a color TV, 

personally, up until in the ‘70s, I think, is when I first got a color television set . . . the early ‘70s, 

yeah. 

  

CARHEEL: Did you ask where did they get their projector and stuff from? 
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DRAGOON: [1:21:41]  Oh, do you know where they got it from? 

 

CARHEEL: Oh. No, I don’t. [Laughs] I would imagine the school, but I don't know. 

 

DRAGOON: Oh, okay. So they’d have a big like movie event where a lot of people would 

come to the rec center? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:21:57]   Well, no. It was, like I say, it was just on occasion, maybe two or three 

times during the summer. And it was just a small screen . . . indoors projection. But now, we did 

go through the drive-ins; you could go through the drive-ins. They had indoor movie theaters, 

too, but the drive-in theaters were real popular and there used to be two or three of them in the 

area. When I was a kid, we used to go sneak in sometimes where the grass was tall . . . crawl in. 

and find your speaker in an outlying area and drop it to the ground, just lay down there and 

watch the movie. Otherwise, you’d actually pay. I mean, that was the normal route. You’d pay so 

much a carload and you’d go in and you would watch movies. We used to do that quite often. 

But for some reason, that was . . . I say quite often might be an exaggeration, but we used to go 

to the movies at times. 

 

DRAGOON: [1:23:17]  Which one . . . which drive-in would you go to? 

 

BRAXTON: We had two that was really prominent during my time and that was the Midway 

Drive-in and the New Moon Drive-in in Lake Charles. 
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DRAGOON: The New Moon? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:23:31]  The Midway was within bicycle riding distance, you might say . . . 

about a mile and a half from where we lived at. The New Moon was a different story. That was 

in Lake Charles, probably six or seven miles away. So the Midway was the one that we went to 

most of the time. 

 

DRAGOON: How old were you when you’d go to the drive-in? Was it in your teenage years or 

younger? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:24:10]  Younger than the teens and into adult life. I mean, my kids, actually, 

some of . . . my youngest daughter, actually, experienced going to the drive-in before they closed 

down completely. 

 

DRAGOON: So it was there for quite a while? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:24:34]  I think the last one closed somewhere around maybe 1980 or 

thereabouts. That’s when the last one closed. I’m just full of stories, but I can’t think of none 

about myself. You know, some of the stories that were passed on to me was . . . my mother used 

to tell me about my uncles . . . Frederick and Johnny, in particular, because they was the two 

youngest. They were younger than her. They used to live and dream working with horses. They 

used to literally dream about horses at night and actually they slept in the same bed and they 

would actually end up inside of each other’s dreams and they would act them out. One would be 
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on top of the other in the bed hollering, “Get him, Johnny! Get him, Johnny!” “All right, I got 

him, Bigby!” And they’d be dead asleep in their dreams. My mother says she used to beat on the 

wall and sometimes she’d have to go around to the room to break them up and tell them wake up 

and go back to sleep. 

[1:26:23]  My youngest uncle, Johnny, he had a sister named [Burgundy?] that died at a 

young age. But when they used to have open wells, it was just an open, deep pit well where you 

had a structure built over on top of a well with a pulley and you would drop a big old two or 

three-gallon bucket down there to retrieve water. And he was just a little bitty kid when they had 

a wall built up around this opening that was probably three or four feet tall. And he was a little 

bit short to be trying to work over that wall, especially when you got a heavy bucket of water. He 

went out to get water and the weight of the bucket and everything got the best of him and pulled 

him. He fell down the well. Just luckily, his sister [Burgundy?] seen him because these wells 

were built with ladders going down them because you had to clean them out real frequently from 

all the leaves and debris falling in them. Well, she was able to climb that ladder and go down and 

get him and save him because she was older than he was and she carried him out of the well.  

She died not too long after that with scarlet fever, I believe. All my mother’s other sisters and 

brothers lived long lives. That’s the only one that died very young. Break? Break, break, break? 

Can you break? 

 

DRAGOON: Sure. [1:28:40]  All righty. We took a quick break and now we’re back. Coming 

back with a story. 
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BRAXTON: Yeah, I was . . . My father also had a brother named Albert Braxton. He was born 

in 1897. When he was fourteen years old, he was walking home from church with a group of 

kids, boys and girls. And one of the girls that was in the party was a former girlfriend that he still 

had feelings for, but she was walking with another guy. Let me correct something. He was not 

fourteen years old, he was seventeen years old. So anyway, they got into a quarrel. He and the 

guy got into a quarrel and he hit the guy in the face with a ceramic jug, similar to what you used 

to see Granny drink out of on the Beverly Hillbillies. And he seriously fractured . . . damaged this 

guy’s frontal face area and drove bones into his brain. To make a long story short, then he died a 

couple of days later. My uncle Albert, he realized this guy was really sick and probably going to 

die and he fled . . . very young, not to be found. The sheriff didn’t catch him till twenty-five 

years later. He had got word by somebody that went to Houston, Texas, where he was at and saw 

him and snitched back to the sheriff. The sheriff went and picked him up and brought him back 

to Lake Charles. And a few months after that returned, he had his trial. During the trial, they 

ended up charging him with a suspended sentence for manslaughter. He was seventeen years old 

at the time of the incident so he got a suspended sentence. He got charged with manslaughter and 

he was set free. He had an illness as well and the judge took all that in consideration and set him 

free.  

[1:31:25]  Well, after he was set free in the early part of 1939, I found where he had 

actually lived in the same house with my father and his brother and my mother and her mother. 

And her mother, Velma’s mother, at the time was only about six months old. And that’s all I 

know about that particular uncle. He died some few years after that, back long before I was born. 

My . . . I had another uncle, Uncle Melvin, on my father’s side of the family that lived in 

Houston. Out of all of my daddy’s sisters and brothers, even though I knew, I spent the least 
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amount of time with him, I was closer to him than all the rest. We just happened to just really 

make it together. But he died in like 1982. He was in his mid-eighties. My Uncle Rob died—

that’s my daddy’s youngest brother—in the mid ‘70s. His name was Robert. On my mother’s 

side of the family, the uncle that I was the closest to was Johnny. We actually spent a lot of time 

together. He passed on a few years back. But Johnny was my fishing buddy, hunting buddy. We 

just socialized at home together. We were very close. He was the youngest of them brothers that 

was all carpenters. So I learned some things from him about carpentry, even though I never did a 

lot of carpenter work. But just being around him, I learned quite a few things. Most of my 

mother’s other brothers and sisters all lived . . . moved to California. One moved to California 

when I was very young, in the middle of the ‘60s, Etta, and she lived there. She died there.  

 

DRAGOON: [1:34:30]  Why did they move to California? 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

DRAGOON: Why did they move to California? 

 

BRAXTON: We had a lot of family members, a lot of family members, around 1965 or 

thereabouts, they went to California because that was the land of opportunity. The ones that 

moved there pretty much lived out the rest of their life there. On both sides of the family. On my 

mother’s side, the Towners, and from my father’s side, the Braxtons, had a lot of them that 

moved to California. 
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DRAGOON: And that was right at the height of the Civil Rights Movement, in the ‘60s? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:35:17]  It was right before the height of the Civil Rights Movement. Well, I 

mark that as like 1968 or thereabouts. But most of them was prior to that time, the ’64, ’65 time. 

Actually, even some of them earlier than that . . . the early to the mid ‘60s when they moved to 

California. Well, like I said, my mother’s sister Etta moved to California. And when I say she 

moved, she moved her and all of her kids. So that was a whole family that just moved to 

California. And she had grown kids that had kids and they moved to California. So it was quite a 

number of people that moved to California on both sides of the family. My mother’s brother 

Franklin Towner, he was one of the ones that moved in the same timeframe, but he only went as 

far as Houston, basically. He lived most of his life in Houston after that, and raised a family 

there. And the same thing with her brother Frederick. He moved. That’s how I ended up pulling 

all those nails that I talked about earlier. He moved to the Katy, Texas area and lived the rest of 

his life there.  

[1:37:09]  Of course my grandmother lived right across the street from us, my mother’s 

mother. That’s how I learned to whistle from my grandmother, because she used to whistle at 

me. She used to sit in the window and she could see across the street and whenever she saw us 

doing something that just didn’t look right to her from a distance, [whistles] she would whistle. 

And I’d say, “How does she do that?” Because most people would whistle [whistles quietly] but 

she could whistle loud, man! I say, “I have to learn how to do that.” That was one of the things . . 

. You didn’t have much to think about when you was a kid a lot of times. So we used to find 

these little pieces of metal scraps they used to use on the railroad and they would have little tiny 

holes in it. It would be like the size . . . like if you were going to a concert or something, they’d 
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give you one of those little small tickets. It was a little piece of metal about an inch wide, an inch 

and a half long and it had holes in it. If you fold the holes over, fold the metal over to where the 

holes align on each side, you could put it in your mouth and you could make a whistle. We used 

to make those all the time. Do you remember those? 

 

CARHEEL: Yes. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:38:33]  We used to make those all the time. 

 

CARHEEL: My first [ . . . ?]  

 

BRAXTON: But I could make a loud whistle with that. But that still wasn’t the same. She 

didn’t use anything! It took me forever. I never would ask her how to do it, but I see her do it if I 

was close by. If I see her whistling at somebody, I would kind of look at her, how she do it. And 

I tried and tried. It took me a long time, but I learned how to perfect it to where if I whistle loud 

enough, I hear my own ears rattle from the sound of it. 

 

CARHEEL: Do it. Let her see. 

 

BRAXTON: Oh, I just did. 

 

CARHEEL: That wasn’t loud. 
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BRAXTON: [1:39:10]  [whistles] Just a little bit. But I owe that to my grandmother. I guess 

that’s . . .  I do that quite often, I whistle at people. It’s just a habit, I guess, to get their attention 

only. But my grandmother was a real disciplinarian. She come from the days when everybody, 

all adults, were heavy into discipline. But I can recall when I used to go over there, she used to 

talk a lot about the rapture. She was really into the Bible a lot. Read her Bible every day. I used 

to think, wow, you know, the rapture might be here tomorrow. It was put to you in such a way 

that you really start feeling like somehow she knew the rapture was fixing to happen. It was 

going to be real close. You know what I’m saying? And that’s the way they used to do it back 

then. They used to talk about it. I think they did that on purpose to make you think that you better 

straighten up now because the rapture is right close.  

[1:40:34]  In fact, I have a cousin, my daddy’s first cousin, Bud Lyons. When he was a 

young man, I understand around the age of sixteen years old, eighteen years old, he married a 

lady that was around thirty-six years old and she was very, very, very religious. She got him the 

same way, I guess you might say. He was really into the Bible and the scripture. For some 

reason, this thing around the rapture was what everybody talked. So that was dwelled upon a lot, 

the rapture. Well, now you got to realize this was like back in the 1920s, I think. You know, we 

didn’t have television . . . well, a lot of people didn’t have radios. Most people didn’t have radios 

back . . . Nobody had electricity. Okay? So he was into the scripture and rapture. He was outside 

cutting wood one day and he heard this sound. He looked up and he saw this thing in the air 

coming. In his mind, what he saw was the same way angels had been described. So he 

automatically in his mind thought the rapture was fixing to take place and the angels was coming 

down and he didn’t want to get left behind. So he tried to get the attention of this thing he saw 

flying, and he couldn’t. So he ended up climbing on top of the house for a higher vantage point 
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and he became so filled with the belief that he was going to ascend into the heavens with the 

rapture that he just jumped off the house and thought he was going to ascend. Well, he didn’t. He 

hit the ground. He broke an arm and a leg. He later found out that was an airplane he saw. 

[Laughs] That was the first airplane he ever seen in his life. [Laughs] You know? 

 

DRAGOON: [1:42:49]  What year was that? Do you know? 

 

BRAXTON: This was back like in the ‘20s. Like in the ‘20s, late ‘20s. And you know, that’s 

how life was back then. It was . . . a lot of mysterious things happening, I guess you might say. I 

know my uncle telling me that this was a big deal. Somewhere on the west coast, in California, 

the Pacific coast I’ll say, anyway, this whale had beached itself and died. And somehow this guy 

. . .  industrial . . . What’s the word I’m looking for? Well anyway, he saw a way to make a buck. 

So he ended up getting this whale on some railroad flat cars. And people hadn’t seen a whale. 

People didn’t have TVs. They’d probably heard about it. So he put this thing on railcars from 

way in California and brought it as far this way as he could, stopping all along the way in select 

places, and charging people to see what a whale looked like. And by the time he got here, my 

uncle say, he told me where it was at, on Prater Road and Highway 90 where they stopped at, he 

said the whale was rotten and pieces was falling off the car. But it was still identifiable enough 

that you could tell it was a huge fish. And people was paying . . .  he had to pay fifty cents 

[Laughs] to go stand out there and look at that thing. But that was entertainment. 

 

CARHEEL: [1:44:44]  Who did this? 
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BRAXTON: Uncle Johnny. 

 

CARHEEL: Oh. 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah, he mentioned that several times . . . for different reasons he brought that up, 

going down there. 

 

DRAGOON: Do you know what year that happened or about what time? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:44:51]  It was when he was a young man. I would venture to say that he must 

have been in his twenties or somewhere in that area from what he told me. Because kind of at the 

same time, he was talking about my mother and my father and when they were courting. He 

remembered when they was courting because my mother and father got married when . . . well, 

her mother was the first born. And my mother was like . . . well, it was right at . . . they almost 

got the same birthday. So if she was right at twenty-three years old, and he’s a couple of years 

younger than her and that’s what the conversation we was having about at the same time, and 

one thing just led to another. So I would say, it probably was in the ‘30s, probably. 

 

CARHEEL: The mid ‘30s. 

 

BRAXTON: It was probably in the mid ‘30s, thereabouts. 
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DRAGOON: [1:45:59]  All right. Well, we are at about an hour and forty-five [minutes]. If you 

all feel like this is a good stopping point, and if you want to schedule another interview for, 

maybe in a couple of weeks, or something like that? 

 

BRAXTON: If you want to stop now, unless you had another question. 

 

[1:46:20]   

[End 4489. End Session I.] 
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