
Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply.  Patrons may obtain duplicates of the tapes by contacting the LSU Libraries Special Collections, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge, LA  70803.  Patrons desiring to publish portions of the interviews must secure permission to publish from the LSU Libraries as well. 

Interviewee:  Kevin Fondel                       4700.2464 Tape 4400 
Interviewer:  Douglas Mungin                     Session I   
Transcriber: Laura Spikerman                January 23, 2015  
Auditor:  Anne Wheeler 
Editor:  Chelsea Arseneault  
 
 
[Begin Tape 4400.  Begin Session I.] 
 
 
DOUGLAS MUNGIN: Alright. Today is January twenty-third, 2015 and I’m Douglas 

Mungin representing the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU [Louisiana State 

University] Libraries. We are working in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu Museum with 

Bill Shearman to document the history of Mossville, Louisiana. And to kick that off, we are 

holding Mossville oral history day here at the Rigmaiden Recreation Center on Old Spanish 

Trail. I’m here today with . . . 

 

KEVIN FONDEL: Kevin Fondel. 

 

MUNGIN:  [00:31]  Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed. This is going to be a short 

interview, about fifteen minutes, and we will likely be in touch with you later to set up a much 

longer interview. Alright? Could you please state your full name? 

 

FONDEL: Kevin Joseph Fondel, Senior. 

 

MUNGIN: And when and where were you born? 
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FONDEL: I was born in Lake Charles, Louisiana but my grandparents bought property in 

Mossville in 1956. And we’ve been having the property in our family since then. 

 

MUNGIN: Okay. Since 1956? 

 

FONDEL:  [01:04]  Since 1956.  

 

MUNGIN: And when did you come to Mossville? 

 

FONDEL: Well I came . . . I moved to Mossville in 1980 when I . . . Well, I didn’t graduate 

from college. When I left college, came back, started working at Citco Refinery, we had the 

property in Mossville on Michigan Avenue and Third Street. And it was not developed so we 

cleared it off and put mobile home on it.  

 

MUNGIN: Okay. 

 

FONDEL: And it was me and my three brothers. 

 

MUNGIN: And so what brought you to Mossville in 1980? So you got . . . You started 

working for Citgo . . . 

 

FONDEL: Free property [laughs]. Yeah it was in . . . The property was already in our family 

and nobody had ever done anything with it. So when I stared working I just . . . my grandmother 
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say well, “Hey we got this property if you want to move.” And then I was working on this side of 

the bridge so I had to fight the traffic every morning. So it was just advantageous that I bought 

the . . . that I moved something on that property and drove . . . I didn’t have to deal with the 

bridge every morning to get to work. 

 

MUNGIN:  [02:06]  And what were your parents’ names? 

 

FONDEL: My parents’ name is Marion Fondel and Ruth Fondel. 

 

MUNGIN: And what was your grandparents’ name? 

 

FONDEL: My grandparents’ name is Jessie Paige and Georgie Mae Paige. 

 

MUNGIN: And were they original . . . Part of the original fourteen families of Mossville? 

 

FONDEL: No, I don’t think . . . no, my family originated from . . . My dad is original from 

Lake Charles. They have a funeral home and all that in Lake Charles. But my . . . It’s actually 

my mother’s mom and dad that bought this property, and they’re from Natchitoches, Louisiana.  

 

MUNGIN: And what are their names? 
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FONDEL: Georgie Paige . . .  

 

MUNGIN: Georgie Paige. That’s the Georgie Paige. 

 

FONDEL: And Jessie Paige. That was my mom’s parents actually bought this property. 

 

MUNGIN: In 1956? 

 

FONDEL:  [02:57]  In 1956. 

 

MUNGIN: Why did they buy property in Mossville? 

 

FONDEL: Well my grandfather used to work for Dunham Price and he . . . That was right off 

Trousdale Road. 

 

MUNGIN: What’s Dunham Price? 

 

FONDEL: It’s a cement company. And I think from what they told me that he was . . . 

Bought the property there because he was working over there and he was going eventually build 

him a house over here, but he never got around to it. They end up staying in Lake Charles. 

 

MUNGIN: Why didn’t he ever get a chance to come around to it? 
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FONDEL: Well because we actually grew up on Calcasieu Street in Lake Charles and we got 

his . . . my mother . . . In those days, our families was more everybody stay close together. And 

on that street we got like four houses. My grandparents have a house there, my mom and dad 

have a house there, my auntie has a house there, and I had another auntie had a house further 

down. So it was like four families living there. 

 

MUNGIN:  [03:52]  Who were your aunts? 

 

FONDEL: My aunt was Lillie Mae Johnson and Willie Mae Johnson. Everybody in my 

family name got a Mae in it [laughs]. Some kind of way. 

 

MUNGIN: How long back does that go? 

 

FONDEL: Well since I guess 1920s because I got Willie Mae, Lillie Mae, Ruthie Mae . . . 

So. 

 

MUNGIN: How long was your family in Lake Charles? Like when did they first come to 

Lake Charles? 

 

FONDEL: My dad’s family is at least the 1900s or earlier. I can’t . . . I’m not sure but his . . . 

The Fondel family actually had to be around 1900s on his father’s side. Now his mother, it was a 

William. She come from Saint Martinville. From the 1900s at least my father’s Fondel family’s 

been in Lake Charles. 
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MUNGIN: Okay. What’s your . . . 

 

FONDEL: Early 1900s. 

 

MUNGIN: What’s your earliest memory of Mossville? 

 

FONDEL:  [04:59]  Well right now it’s kind of like déjà vu because we had to clear all them 

pine trees. When we bought the property it was underdeveloped. Now watching them doing all 

that now, it’s kind of like brought me back to when me and my brothers was out there with our 

first adventures with a chainsaw [laughs]. So and then after we cut it all down, it’s funny because 

this guy work with me had a trucking service that clear lots. Well out there we cut the stumps all 

the way to the ground and he said, “Man if y’all just left the trees I could have just pushed them 

over.” So it was like, oh man [laughs]. If we did all . . . But we had fun though. We had a lot of 

fun clearing it off.  

 

MUNGIN: Did you ever come to Mossville when you were a kid? 

 

FONDEL: No, I . . . As a matter of fact, when my grandmother showed me the property it 

was actually the first time I actually was in this area. I never really . . . Growing up I pretty much 

stayed in Lake Charles. Didn’t really . . . No, I think we played a baseball game over here against 

the Pirates. Mossville Pirates. Because we used to have what they call Roy Campanella Field. 

And they had the sheriff league and it was from thirteen to fifteen years old. And they had a team 

from Mossville they used to . . . We used to play every year. 
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MUNGIN: Were they any good? 

 

FONDEL: Yeah they were. And then we played . . . I played football at Washington High 

School and Westlake was in our division. Westlake High. And we played Westlake and we 

played Sulphur. But I never really came into the community until I moved here. 

 

MUNGIN: Why is that? 

 

FONDEL:  [06:40]  We just didn’t. I mean it’s just one of those things. Because like I say the 

property never was developed until we moved the trailer on it. 

 

MUNGIN: So what did the property look like when you first got there? 

 

FONDEL: Nothing but woods. 

 

MUNGIN: Yeah.  

 

FONDEL: A lot of trees; brush. 

 

MUNGIN: Was that how most of the properties looked when you got here? 

 

FONDEL: Yes. We had . . . They had a house on side of us that a guy owned, and then we 

had the Thibodeauxs on the property across from us. But behind us they had a house that were 
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there, but had torn . . . It was pretty much destroyed. I don’t know what happened to it, but all the 

way to the . . . Everything was still pretty much still wooded. They had a few houses on Third 

Street, but across from us is pretty much the same that . . . Like it was in 1980. 

 

MUNGIN:  [07:34]  Are your neighbors still the same folks? 

 

FONDEL: No. They . . . Everybody moved out around ’96.  

 

MUNGIN: So who were your neighbors when you first kind of moved into that area? 

 

FONDEL: The Thibodeaux family. It was like six girls and one guy. He has the barbershop. I 

can’t think of his first name now, but that’s the first family that I met when I was in Mossville. 

And they had . . . that’s pretty much . . . I can remember the Bryants. They had a lot of families 

here. That’s the thing why I kind of wanted to do this because we still own some . . . The 

property over there. And in ’96 they had the lawsuit and all with that. Then they bought a lot of 

people out, but my grandmother didn’t want to . . . She’s old school and she didn’t want to sell. 

Then when she passed away, my mom and dad they didn’t . . . They didn’t want to sell it.  

            So we never got around to selling the property, but my little boy has a horse on the 

property now. And when we’re out there feeding the horse we always see old people that used to 

live in that area come by and say, “Man I sure miss being back here.” So and that’s kind of why I 

wanted to have a record of it. Because I’m . . . The way things going, eventually Sasol is going to 

buy us out too, so. And I just want a record of that. We were there at one time because I know 

we’re not going to be able to drive back there once they buy it out.  
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MUNGIN: So what do you think they miss? 

 

FONDEL:  [09:04]  Well I mean it’s like I grew up on the street that my mom and dad still 

own a house there and that’s been fifty years. So it’s that community. People . . . A lot of people 

say, “Man y’all getting all this money,” and all this, but at some stage in your life money ain’t all 

that important. And then you got to relocate, and then you got to have new neighbors and all that. 

So back when I moved to Mossville man, everybody was like family. You could walk down the 

street, nobody bothered you. It’s not saying that it’s like that in Lake Charles now because Lake 

Charles still is a small community where you could still walk the streets.  

            But it’s just that they grew up together, you familiar with people and now that they done 

moved off, they just don’t have that. It’s just . . . like you miss your best friend. A community is 

like something you just used to having. And I’m sad that it’s coming to this, but opportunity for 

people to get jobs and all that is important, too. They have other communities that are not as 

fortunate as we are to have industry come into . . . in they . . . but there are sacrifices, so. 

 

MUNGIN: And so what’s . . . so in 1980 was it . . . You said that it was kind of like a lot of 

woods, but it was kind of like a family kind of connection there. 

 

FONDEL: Yeah I mean it still was . . . It wasn’t totally developed, but they had people living 

there. But it wasn’t like you was in the city where you had . . . How every lot had a house on it. 

You had . . . it still had . . . they had . . . I’d say in the Bel Air [subdivision] we had about a good 

hundred people living in that area. Spread out over the whole . . . I guess it was like four streets; 

spread out over that because we had Thibodaux family, another Thibodaux family . . . It’s been 
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awhile so I can’t remember . . . I know the faces, but I can’t call the names of them. And you had 

the guy that drove the dump truck. I can’t . . . I mean it . . . I can’t really remember his name, but 

if I see him I know him. [Comeaux?]. Comeaux. Comeaux family. And it was . . . And we had a 

couple little restaurants on the corner. It wasn’t . . . it was a small community still, but and like I 

say we had . . . we wasn’t . . . I’m not originally from Mossville, but I lived there for the . . . up 

until ’96 I moved there. I put the trailer in 1980, and then I moved . . . I got married, moved off. 

My brother stayed there. So somebody in my family stayed up there until I moved back in 1990. 

And then we moved away in ’96,’97. 

 

MUNGIN:  [12:02]  Okay. Back tracking a little bit, so where did you go to elementary 

school? 

 

FONDEL:  I went to elementary school at Cherry Street. 

 

MUNGIN: Cherry Street. And you went to Washington High? 

 

FONDEL:  Washington High school.  

 

MUNGIN: Cool. Did you go to college?  

 

FONDEL:  I went to Northeast University. Now it’s University of Louisiana Monroe. And 

then I went to McNeese. 
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MUNGIN: Why did you go to . . . End up going to McNeese? 

 

FONDEL:  [12:24]  My momma . . . Well, that’s what happened. I ended up transferring to 

McNeese . . . No, actually I got the job. And then it was like I’m not going to go back to school. I 

started working and I went part-time to McNeese, but . . . and that’s what I keep telling my kids. 

That you want to get that education out the way because once you get started working, you say, 

“Oh yeah. I’m going back. I’m going back.” But you never do. You never do really go back and 

finish it up. 

 

MUNGIN: So when you got to Mossville, like what were some of the important places in this 

neighborhood? 

 

FONDEL:   They used to have a . . . Perkins had the hamburger place on the corner right 

over there. And they had . . . Kojacks had a restaurant. Mr. Thibodeux had a barbershop. They 

had a . . . on the corner of Michigan and Third they had a . . . It was a car repair shop. And then 

across the street . . . I can’t remember the guy’s name, but he had a little restaurant and beauty 

shop. That was pretty much what we had. And after eight o’clock we . . . Pretty much we had to 

drive to Westlake or Sulphur for anything. And they had this community center here the whole 

time, which was real . . . we used to . . . I used to walk to a gospel community center. And it was 

kind of nice they had all this right here because the community swimming pool, and the gym, 

and all that. And of course they had the school. And back then they had . . . they actually had the 

. . . still had the stadium behind the school. Because I used to go walking around the stadium . . . 

exercise. 
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MUNGIN: Yeah. 

 

FONDEL:  So it was . . . Still had a lot going on back here. Of course they had Conoco and 

[Condea] Vista at that time. 

 

MUNGIN:  [14:21]  So where did people . . . So who were some of the important community 

leaders in this area? 

 

FONDEL:  Well I guess the Rigmaiden family. The guy that owned James Funeral Home, 

they used to call him the mayor of Mossville. That’s what my dad used to call him. I don’t 

remember his whole name. But they used to have . . . a guy I worked with that had a house right 

across from the school worked on the . . . for the sheriff department. Kenneth Lee. And he had a 

brother that worked . . . Lived right down the road over here. That was pretty much the people 

that I knew that’s still in Mossville. 

 

MUNGIN: Alright. So three more questions for you. What does home mean to you? 

 

FONDEL:  Well it’s that place you can put your car in overdrive, on one of them nights you 

had a little bit too much to drink and it know it’s way home [laughs]. Nah, what . . . To me home 

is a place that no matter what, you know you can always go. And that’s basically the reason why 

my grandmother never sold that property. Because she said at one point in time somebody in our 

family may need somewhere to stay and that property will always be there. And that’s the hard 

part about selling any type of property. Because my grandmother . . . Grandparents purchased 
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their property in 1956 for six hundred dollars. And so I mean you can go put a tent up and can’t 

nobody run you off it, but I mean it’s still . . . It’s not a mansion or whatever like that, but it’s 

yours. And nobody can . . . because you got people right now . . . I read in the paper they got a 

trailer park in Mossville they go to get . . . They got two weeks to get off. And them people don’t 

know where they going to go.  

            And I think that’s the most important thing to me about home is that if you own it, can’t 

nobody force you off of it. Well, now yeah they can. I mean the government can do a lot of 

things, but theoretically [laughs]. Because they got that eminent domain and all that other stuff 

that tells you you got to go. But to me, that’s what I think of home. And then . . . In where I grew 

up right now . . . A lot of people say this, but when I grew up everybody knew everybody. And if 

I did something down the street, by the time I got home I had got whipped all the way back home 

. . . Now these days they don’t believe in whooping their kids and all that, but you had 

disciplinary all the way back to your house. Your mom and dad . . . Everybody raised . . . They 

say it take a village to raise a child, well basically that’s what it was. And that’s what Mossville’s 

been. And I’m not . . . I’m an import. I come from somewhere else to Mossville. I didn’t 

originate from here, but I do respect what they have built. 

 

MUNGIN:  [17:40]  Alright. So what does community mean to you? 

 

FONDEL:  Pretty much the same thing, but on the community it’s larger . . . Okay when you 

look at a community, Sasol, Conoco is a part of this community. A very important part of this 

community. Without them, there probably wouldn’t be a community because jobs are important. 

I mean I work at . . . for L&G plant. So if you don’t have jobs, you don’t have the means for a 
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person to make a living then. So . . . but there got to be that medium where everybody can be 

satisfied. And that’s what I think. And Lake Charles . . . and this surrounding everything . . . The 

Lake Charles surrounding community is pretty decent. I mean I have no complaints. It’s a good 

community and it’s a good place to live. I’ve enjoyed it, so. Now we . . . I’m not against all this. 

I’m not against it, but it’s a sadness anytime you lose something. 

 

MUNGIN:  [18:46]  Alright. Last question. What’s the most important thing you want people 

to remember about Mossville that isn’t in the history books? 

 

FONDEL:  Well, the most important thing I want people to remember is that when you drive 

down Old Spanish Trail, you may . . . This community center may still be here, the swimming 

pool and all that, but there were people here too. A lot of African American people were here. 

And I think this is one of the communities that survived after slavery after . . . During 

Reconstruction and all that. So I just . . . In between Westlake and Sulphur, because they did 

have an African American . . . It didn’t grow as big as some of the other communities, but they 

were here. And one of these days when you drive down here, you’re going to see a fence. An 

eight foot fence with that wire, that razor wire all around it, but at one time they had people 

living there. And that’s not a bad thing I don’t think. I’m not trying to say it’s a bad thing, but it 

is what it is. And hopefully that some of these jobs that they bringing in will trickle down to 

some of the people living in this area because one thing that I’ve noticed . . . I’m not trying to 

point no finger at nobody. I don’t know why, but a lot of times when economic boom happens, it 

don’t necessarily happen for the people that it affect the most. And that’s the sadness that I see in 



Kevin Fondel       4700.2464       Tape 4400                                                                    15 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams   

it. Now it may be because that person didn’t assert his self to get that job or whatever, but that’s 

the only thing that I pray that we all prosper from this. Not just a select few.  

 

MUNGIN:  [20:44]  Alright well our time is almost up and on behalf of the center and the 

museum, we appreciate your contribution today. 

 

FONDEL:  Okay. 

 

MUNGIN: Do you have anything you want to add in closing? 

 

FONDEL:  No, that’s about it. Y’all can strike that part about driving home with the over 

[laughs].  

 

MUNGIN: We’re going to definitely keep that part in.  

 

FONDEL:  It’s autopilot. Put in autopilot [laughs]. No, but no I’m good.  

 

MUNGIN: Alright. 

 

FONDEL:  And I want to thank y’all for doing this. I appreciate it. I’m glad y’all come down 

here to try to capture some of this because listening to my father, he was like a historian in our 

family. A lot of stories that he had . . . Sometimes a lot of stuff gets lost, and your history is one 

of them. 
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[21:33] 

[End Tape 4400. End Session I.] 

 


