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[Begin Tape 4519. Begin Session I.] 
 
 

JAMIE DIGILORMO:  Alright. 

 

CHARLOTTE WILLCOX:  Okay we are recording. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Recording? Great. Alright. So today is September twenty-fourth, 2015. I'm 

Jamie Digilormo representing the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU 

[Louisiana State University] Libraries. We're working in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu 

Museum to document the history of Mossville [Louisiana]. Today we're at the Rigmaiden Rec 

Center on the Old Spanish Trail. So I'm here today with . . .? 

 

MARY JANE JONES:  Mary Jane Jones.  

 

DIGILORMO:  [00:34]  Mary Jane Jones. Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed, first 

off. And this is going to be, again, a short interview. And hopefully we'll be in touch to set 

something up at a later point to maybe get a little bit more of a lengthy interview, or follow up. 

 

JONES:  Okay. 
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DIGILORMO:  If that's okay with you? 

 

JONES:   Yes.  

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay so when and where were you born? 

 

JONES:   [00:59]  Opelousas, Louisiana. September the twenty-fifth, 1938. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Well happy early birthday. 

 

JONES:   Thank you. 

 

DIGILORMO:  So Opelousas. Alright. So a little bit north of Lafayette [Louisiana]. 

Correct? 

 

JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay. And were you parents born there as well? Are they from there?  

 

JONES:   [01:21]  No. From the surrounding area but not Opelousas in particular. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay. And what were your parents' names? 
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JONES:   Octavia Martin, Sam Martin, and my father was Arthur Martin. 

 

DIGILORMO:  [01:32]  Arthur Martin. Okay. Let's see . . . And they were from you said 

the surrounding areas. And what about your grandparents? Were they from the Opelousas area as 

well? 

 

JONES:   Around the area, yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Yeah. So your family goes back a few generations in that area. 

 

JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay. So when did you move to Mossville? 

 

JONES:   [01:54]  In August of 1960. Well, I didn't live here in Mossville.  

 

DIGILORMO:  Oh, you didn't? 

 

JONES:   I lived in Vinton [Louisiana]. 

 

DIGILORMO:  You lived in Vinton. Okay. You taught here? 

 

JONES:   And I just traveled from Vinton to Mossville. Yes. 
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DIGILORMO:  Okay, I got you. So then what was your earliest memory of Mossville? 

 

JONES:   [02:17]  Arriving here for my first job after graduating from college. This 

was my first time coming into this area.  

 

DIGILORMO:  What’d you think? 

 

JONES:   The beginning it was a little scary because it was my first job and there 

were a couple of students that . . . A couple of years older than I was. So a couple of them my 

same age so it was . . . 

 

DIGILORMO:  Wow. 

 

JONES:   . . . a little scary at the beginning. 

 

DIGILORMO:  [02:43]  I can imagine so. 

 

JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  So you taught in Vinton prior to that? 

 

JONES:   No, no. This was . . . 
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DIGILORMO:  You just moved to Vinton. 

 

JONES:   . . . my first job in Mossville. Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  [02:50]  Got you. In Mossville. 

 

JONES:   My husband was working at Vinton School. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay. 

 

JONES:   That was his first job. That's how we moved to Vinton. 

 

DIGILORMO:  I got you.  

 

JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  [03:00]  And how old were you when you got married? 

 

JONES:  Twenty. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Twenty. Okay. Yeah. So, let's see, skipping over some of these since you 

didn't grow up here. What other . . . So you started to work here. Was it a high school at that 

point in time? 
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JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay. And what grades did you teach? 

 

JONES:   [03:25]  High school math. 

 

DIGILORMO:  High school math, okay. And what did you . . . What were some of the 

initial experiences you had as a teacher? What did you think of the kids? Or . . . And the parents 

and that sort of thing? The community I guess really. 

 

JONES:   Well I was pleasantly surprised because the students were very much 

geared toward education, the students that I had. I had some advanced classes and some not 

advanced.  

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay. 

 

JONES:   The parents were very cooperative with the things I planned to do. So 

coming in as a new teacher I had to establish some ground rules in the beginning. Not buddy-

buddy friendly, but down to business. Strictly to the point of even going . . . In the afternoons 

sometimes instead of going home I'd follow a kid home and meet their parents.  

 

DIGILORMO:  [04:24]  Wow. 
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JONES:   So I would get to know the parents. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Wow. 

 

JONES:   And that way it gave me a better understanding of what was going on. 

And one of the first things that I learned was not to go to the teachers’ lounge. It was too much 

gossip. I did not want anybody to tell me about a student. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Yeah. 

 

JONES:   I wanted to find out about that student for myself. 

 

DIGILORMO:  [04:46]  That's smart. 

 

JONES:   So that helped a lot to get established as a teacher here. 

 

DIGILORMO:  And how did the parents respond to such a hands-on involved approach? 

 

JONES:   Oh they . . . Yes. They . . . Very excited, because they knew that if I had 

their child . . . At any time their child was in good hands. You know? 

 

DIGILORMO:  Yeah. Right. 
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JONES:   Wanted to make sure. 

 

DIGILORMO:  [05:07]  Excellent. So did you teach up until the school became a junior 

high? Did you teach through that transition? 

 

JONES:   No, no. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay. 

 

JONES:   A year before I was transferred.  

 

DIGILORMO:  So in sixty-eight would that have been? 

 

JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay. 

 

JONES:   [05:27] And then we moved to Lake Charles [Louisiana] in sixty-nine 

from Vinton. And then I was . . . Went to work in Lake Charles. 

 

DIGILORMO:  I got you. So how many years total were you at . . . Were you here in 

Mossville teaching? 
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JONES:   Approximately from sixty-three to . . . About five. Five and a half years 

more or less. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay. Wow. Do you remember any of the . . . Any significant changes in 

the school or even the community at large during those five or six years that you taught here? 

 

JONES:   [06:03]  Yes, I found that during that time . . . That at one time the 

students were very relaxed about not doing assignments, not getting work . . . not being afraid to 

be held back. That's why some of them were at that age or just dropping out for a year. But 

things seem to change. I think that we had a better quality of teachers that took more of an 

interest in the children. And doing that there were . . . And then coordinating with the parents 

made a difference. So they seem to excel more. And get involved in . . . I would always involve 

my student in the literary rallies and then take them to state so that gave them a sense of pride. 

And whatever that we could do to further their achievement, we’d try to do that.  

 

DIGILORMO:  Yeah. 

 

JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:   [06:56]  Yeah. Well did you ever consider moving to Mossville? Or not    

. . . No, because you husband . . . Job. 

 

JONES:      No because we had a home in Vinton and it was more convenient to just . . . To 
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travel back and forth. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Yes. 

 

JONES:   But I'll always take some of the students home on weekends. They laugh 

about that now. But especially during prom time I was considered the . . . I guess the person that 

if they couldn't get a date they could come and let me know, "This is the person I want to get a 

date Ms. Jones can you anything about it?" 

 

DIGILORMO:  [07:31]  Wow. 

 

JONES:   And I would do that kind of stuff for them. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Make it happen for them.  

 

JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  [07:35]  That's a special teacher right there. Sounds like you want above 

and beyond for your students. 

 

JONES:  Yes but we had some students sometimes that rebelled. I was grateful that I never 

had to encounter that, but I have had to stop some of them . . . Their aggressiveness with other 

teachers or with other students. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Mary Jane Jones          4700.2576        Tape 4519                                                                      11 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

DIGILORMO:  Yes. 

 

JONES:   So I was glad that I had that rapport with them that I was able to do that. 

 

DIGILORMO:  [08:04] Yes. They respected you.  

 

JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  So listen to you . . . Had a little more weight behind your words than 

maybe other teachers. I could see that. So when you were teaching here, what were some of the 

establishments that you remember in Mossville as far as like grocery stores, or corner stores, or 

restaurants, or clubs, or anything? 

 

JONES:   Actually nothing that I recall because I would always take the kids to 

Vinton and well . . . Wasn't much in Vinton. But we’d take them to Lake Charles, or to Orange, 

Texas for the movies and go to the beach. That type of thing. There was really nothing here 

recreational that would draw anyone to the area.  

 

DIGILORMO:  Yeah, right. So I've heard a lot about the football team at Mossville and 

how successful they were, or how impressive they were. Were you teaching during that era? 

 

JONES:   Oh yes. 
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DIGILORMO:  [09:10]  Of Mossville High School. So football was pretty big here then? 

 

JONES:   Absolutely.  

 

DIGILORMO:  Yes. 

 

JONES:   Absolutely. And the band also. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Okay.  

 

JONES:   [09:19] Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  They had a nice size band?  

 

JONES:   Yes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Excellent. Well let's see how much time we got . . . 

 

WILLCOX:   It's been about ten minutes. 

 

DIGILORMO:  Ten minutes. Perfect. Alright well this will conclude our interview. Our 

short little preliminary interview. So thank you so much for talking with me. 
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JONES:   You're quite welcome. 

 

DIGILORMO:  And I hope to set up a future appointment so we can talk some more.  

 

JONES:   Very good. 

 
 
 [09:46]  

[End Tape 4519. End Session I.]  
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