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[Begin Tape 4625. Begin Session I.] 
 

KYLE TANGLAO:  Okay. 

 

CHELSEA ARSENEAULT:  Y'all ready? Okay. 

 

TANGLAO:  Alright you're on. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Alright today is Friday June tenth, 2016 and I'm here with the Jourdan 

sisters. All sisters, right? 

 

EMMA JOURDAN LATOUR:  [00:12]  Yes. 

 

CAROL JOURDAN PORTER:  And a brother's coming. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And a brother is coming. Preston is coming soon after. And we're here for 

the Mossville Oral History Project that we're working in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu 

Museum. So for starters . . . And I've never interviewed this many people before so this is going 

to be new for me. This should be interesting. I'll have you start with your full name and then 

we'll just move down. 
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KATHY JOURDAN JEFFERSON:  Kathy Jourdan Jefferson. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And Jourdan is . . . Is it with a U? 

 

LATOUR:  Yes. 

 

JEFFERSON:  J-O-U-R-D-A-N. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [00:41]  Okay. Okay. Excellent. 

 

LATOUR:  The Mossville Jourdans. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I see. 

 

LATOUR:  Have a “u”. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. Excellent. 

 

LATOUR:  All our other relatives it’s without a “u”. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And . . . Okay excellent. So there are some people who have the G . . . The 

J-O-R . . . 
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LATOUR:  D-A-N. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [00:58]  Okay. 

 

LATOUR:  The majority of our relatives. 

 

PORTER:  When our grandfather moved here from . . . 

 

CLAUDIA JOURDAN HANDY:  Iota [Louisiana]. 

 

LATOUR:  From Iota. 

 

PORTER:  Iota they spelled it a different way here. 

 

LATOUR:  The school teachers added the “u”. 

 

HANDY:  So they kind of changed it to Jourdan instead of Jordan. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [01:13]  Interesting. Okay we'll get back to that. So your name? 

 

PORTER:   Carol J. Porter. I should have said Carol Jourdan Porter. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It's C-A-R . . . 
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PORTER:  O-L. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  O-L-E. 

 

PORTER:  No not O-L-E. Just C-A-R-O-L. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Just O-L. And Porter is P-O . . . 

 

PORTER:  . . . R -T-E-R. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [01:34]  Okay. 

 

HANDY:  Did you [ . . .?] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And your name? 

 

HANDY:   Claudia Jourdan Handy. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And your name? 

 

LATOUR:   My name is Emma Jourdan LaTour. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. Excellent. So talking about the last names again, why did they add a 
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“u”? 

 

HANDY:  Because the education . . . The teachers here thought it should have a “u” in it, 

and they put it in my father's name and we just used it ever . . . The “u” was part of our name. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So what was your father's name? 

 

HANDY:  Shelton Jourdan. 

 

PORTER:  Senior. 

 

HANDY:  Senior. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And your mother's name? 

 

HANDY:  [02:10]  Marian Lemelle Jourdan. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And what did they do? 

 

JEFFERSON:  Father was common labor; my mother did work. At the beginning she did 

maid work and at the end she went and got her GED and nurse's assistant. She was a personal 

nurse. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Grandparents? What do you remember about your grandparents? 

 

PORTER:  Grandmother was always at home. I don't think she ever worked. 

 

JEFFERSON:  My grandfather was Edward Lemelle Senior. My grandmother was Ida 

Mae Towner Lemelle. My grandfather was a gardener. He worked for David and [Myre?] 

Garrison and he worked for the Bells all his life. My grandmother was a stay at home 

grandmother and somebody that we could always go to the house and have dinner, and she 

babysitted all of us when we were young children. 

 

HANDY:  [03:01]  She gave us three hot meals a day. We would always have a lunch that 

was . . . she cooked. And what she gave us for lunch wasn't going to be the same thing that she 

cooked for supper. It was going to be a different meal. So she taught us how to . . . What I 

remember most about her, she taught us how to be women. From very little she'd set the table. 

We would eat at the table. She would make us take an afternoon nap, because that was important 

because the sun was too hot outside. We just had a great grandmother. She made us who we . . . 

part of who we are because she taught us how to do so many things. She didn't have a lot of 

education, but she was well groomed. 

 

PORTER:  What I remember most about my grandmother, she used to have what she called 

hair washing day. And it was about ten girls, our cousins and us, and she caught her water in a 

system. 
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HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

PORTER:  She'd wash our hair in rain water, because she said it would make it grow, and we 

all ended up with plenty of hair so I guess we did make it grow. But she’d wash one at a time. 

She'd comb it out and do us some plats. When our parents come home, our hair was done for the 

week.  

 

JEFFERSON:  [04:18]  What I remember mostly about my grandmother is that on 

holidays, special occasion, it was always table set with her fine china, her tablecloths. And she 

always made you feel welcome. And everything was basically a production with her. And I think 

we took that on as part of our personal life because we were taught, not only from our 

grandmother, but from our parents that anything worth doing is worth doing it well, or good. Do 

it to the best of your ability, and when you do the best of your ability no one can ask for anything 

else. That's what I remember being taught by my grandmother. But my great grandmother, I 

remember her also. She lived . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was her name? 

 

JEFFERSON:  Her name was . . . Grandmother . . . 

 

PORTER:  Ira. 

 

HANDY:  Towner. 
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PORTER:  Ira Towner. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [05:05]  Yes. She lived across the street from my grandmother and we 

would go over there. My grandmother fed us naturally. My great grandmother fed us spiritually. 

We would be so excited to go over to Grammy's to listen at her tell us, "Read the Bible." And 

we'd discuss Bible stories. And on Saturday nights she'd come over to our home and spend the 

night with us and we talked about the Bible all the time. And our family life was based off of 

faith and we trusted and believed in God for everything that we had. And we realized at young 

children anything God had for you, was for you. And that’s some of the things that I was taught 

by my grandparents, and my great grandparents, as well as my parents. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What church did you attend growing up? 

 

PORTER:  Willow Spring Baptist Church.  

 

HANDY:  It's in DeQuincy [Louisiana]? 

 

PORTER:  No it's about . . . I guess about twenty miles from here. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [06:02]  Is that on High Hope Road? 

 

PORTER:  It's out that way. 
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HANDY:  But we also attended  . . . 

 

PORTER:  The Methodist Church. 

 

HANDY:  The Methodist Church. 

 

PORTER:  When our daddy was sick. 

 

HANDY:  Was sick. 

 

PORTER:  And we couldn't go to the Baptist Church we'd go down the street. 

 

HANDY:  We would walk right to church. 

 

PORTER:   [06:13]  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  Because Mama didn't drive. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  She didn't drive until after Daddy died. And that was in nineteen . . . Daddy . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  Probably nineteen . . . 
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LATOUR:  Sixty-four or sixty-five? 

 

JEFFERSON:  Sixty-six. 

 

PORTER:  Sixty-six he died. She learned how to drive after. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [06:30]  His demise.  

 

LATOUR:  What I remember most about my grandmother is just the feeling of love. I used to 

stay all night with her every Friday night. And my grandfather was Catholic, but she was Baptist. 

And my grandfather every Friday he had to have fish for supper because he was Catholic. She'd 

cook his fish. Our . . . We lived just like through a trail from her. I would go through the trail, 

stay all night with them, sometimes I'd sneak back home after I ate my fish and then I'd sneak 

back over there. And just being in the bed with her. Sleeping next to her. She was so soft and 

warm. And you just felt like it was love. You know what I'm saying? I really do, I remember 

that. Then one time it was my birthday. I can't remember how old I was. She cooked a special 

dinner for me. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

LATOUR:  Field peas and fried chicken and lemonade. I'll never forget that. And she set the 

table and everything and it was just me and her. That made a big impression on me. 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   11 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

HANDY:  We talk about her but Pawpaw was . . . He was different. He act like he didn't 

love. He didn't want us there, but when we didn't go he wanted to know, "Why you little 

childrens not over here today? I bought all that bread. Mae made all that blackberry jam." My 

grandmother made jam. She made . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  His bark was worse than his bite. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. She made jam. She made mayhaw jelly. She made blackberry jelly. And he 

would buy the bread at the bread store, which back then was eight loaves for a dollar. 

 

PORTER:  [08:06]  Because it was about ten of us at his house every day. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah because it was nine of us. So what he wanted . . . he was buying it, but he 

play like he . . . 

 

LATOUR:  It was a burden for him to do that. 

 

HANDY:  For him to do that, but is wasn’t. And then if you didn't go he wanted to know 

why . . . you're not there. And he was a good guy. He was kind of timid, but he was good. He 

always had a large vegetable garden because we got all our vegetables and food from the land 

basically. And when we say food, my daddy raised hogs. My grandfather had pigs. So that's how 

we were brought up. We were raised for doing our own things independently. Then our 

grandfather worked for the Garrisons and he taught us a lot of things about gardening because he 
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could take something dead and put . . . bring it back to life. He just had that gift. But when I say 

timid, he could never discipline. He wasn't the one to discipline. Our grandmother . . . 

 

LATOUR:  It hurt him more than it would hurt us. 

 

HANDY:  [09:10]  Our grandmother had . . . He would go pick the apple switch, but he 

didn't . . . 

 

PORTER:  Bring it to her. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah, but he wasn't going to use it. 

 

PORTER:  And my grandmother . . . my grandfather used to . . . Pawpaw Lemelle, he used to 

make us toast after he went and bought all his bread. 

 

HANDY:  All his bread, yeah. 

 

PORTER:  He'd make us toast and if the toast wasn't right if he didn't burn it. We had to 

scrape it before we could put our butter on it. He always burned it, so we had to scrape it off and 

then use some of the homemade jelly on the . . . 

 

HANDY:  [09:37]  And I remember he and Big Mama used to be in competition who could 

make the best biscuits. 
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PORTER:  Who could make the best biscuits. Yeah. 

 

HANDY:  And we would just have to go with him sometime because we knew she made the 

better ones but . . . 

 

PORTER:  Well he did . . . He made the better . . .  

 

HANDY:  He did cook a little bit better than her in some things, but the biscuit he would put 

all that butter in them and the butter on top of them. And you just loved the way he did it. But 

they were great grandparents. Great grandparents. And I say that all the time. If I had to do this 

all over again I'd want to pass the same way that I came because it taught me how to be a good 

person. We were taught morals. When we were wrong, we were wrong and we had to stand up 

for being wrong. So if we had . . . I know from personally if I had to do it again I wouldn't want 

to leave any of my sisters and brothers out. When I was younger I used to want to be the only 

child because I had sisters in front of me and one sister behind me and brothers behind me. But I 

realize now that I couldn't have made it by myself. So I thank God all the time that we were in 

this group and that the love that we have for each other if we did it again we'd want the same 

people in our lives. 

 

PORTER:  [10:58]  Because she's eleven months older than me [gestures towards Jefferson] 

and she's eleven months younger than me [gestures towards Handy]. Then there's some in 

between. 
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LATOUR:  Preston. 

 

PORTER:  Preston is coming. He's in between [gestures to indicate in between Handy and 

LaTour]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  There's five in the family? Five siblings? 

 

PORTER:  There's five of us living. We had . . . 

 

LATOUR:  No it was nine. 

 

HANDY:  Nine. Well actually it was ten. Mama had . . . 

 

LATOUR:  She had a miscarriage. 

 

HANDY:  [11:14]  And she always said it was five and five. There was five boys, five girls. 

And she always thought it was a reason for us to be so many, and it's to keep taking care of each 

other. That was the reason. 

 

PORTER:  The only thing just now we all in our sixties almost and we can't . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Y'all think y'all going to kill me but I got news for y’all [laughs]. 
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PORTER:  We all of us is in the sixties at the same. You sixty-five [Jefferson]. I'm going to 

be sixty-four this month. 

 

HANDY:  I'm sixty-two. 

 

PORTER:  And what are you Emma? 

 

LATOUR:  I'm fifty-eight. 

 

HANDY:  And Preston is sixty-one. 

 

PORTER:  [11:46]  He's sixty-one. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And what else I remember about my grandparents is my grandfather 

always had my grandmother a lovely flower garden. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And they would pick fresh flowers. We had fresh flowers in the house at 

all times. And I guess that's why I have a love for fresh flowers today. And my grandmother 

would arrange flowers if she of learned someone sick in the neighborhood she would arrange 

flowers and have us go and deliver the flowers to them. And she started us in our missionary 

work as children. And that's something I always remember, and also that we used to sit on the 
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back porch, my grandfather, and shell peas and shuck corn. 

 

LATOUR:  In the summer that's how we spent our days. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And they had fig trees and they would pick the figs, but I was always one 

that had some kind of excuse. 

 

PORTER:  Always hiding. Always hiding. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [12:37]  That I didn't want to do this. I never really liked doing . . . 

 

HANDY:  Hard labor. Let's just say it. She never liked hard labor. But we talking about our 

grandparents, but one of the things about my daddy I think we should bring in is that they were 

very Creole when they moved to Mossville. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And they weren't welcomed very happily. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where were they from? 

 

HANDY:  They were from Iota [Elton?]. That way. And he . . . My grandfather, spoke 

French. 

 

PORTER:  No another grandfather. 
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LATOUR:  Now this is Grandfather Jourdan.  

 

HANDY:  But anyway . . . Well both grandfathers could speak French. 

 

LATOUR:  [13:17]  Lemelle and Jourdan. 

 

HANDY:  But my . . . The thing that I remember most my daddy telling us that they weren't 

accepted because of their Creole speaking French. And they would call them the crazy people. 

 

JEFFERSON:  The crazy Frenchman. 

 

HANDY:  And they didn't want my mama actually to marry our daddy. And look what they 

would have missed [laughs]. 

 

PORTER:  And too because some of us was lighter and some was darker and they thought     

. . . 

 

LATOUR:  Well that's a Creole family. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah they were very Creole. 

 

LATOUR:  Creole families are . . . the skin color is . . . Can vary from very pale to a rich 

brown. 
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HANDY:  But what I was leading back to my grandparents were that they accepted my 

daddy and them for who they were because a lot of people said, "I know you not letting that girl 

marry that Creole crazy boy." And my grandmother could see further than they could. So she 

was kind of a trailblazer because she accepted them for who they were and not because of what 

people were saying about them, or because they spoke a different language.  

 

JEFFERSON:  And my grandfather that we're speaking of that moved here was Oscar 

Jourdan, Senior. And his wife, what was her name? 

 

LATOUR:  Her name was Ava. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Ava, that was my . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Ava White. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Ava White Jourdan and she died in childbirth so . . . and my father had 

twelve . . . eleven brothers. It was twelve boys altogether. 

 

PORTER:  He had all boys. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [14:43]  All boys and they moved here and now maybe they don't want 

this in there, but my grandfather had to ride his horse with a shotgun because the people that was 

originally here in Mossville they just resented . . . 
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HANDY:  To accept it. 

 

JEFFERSON:  They was like Trump. They didn't want immigrants. 

 

HANDY:  In Mossville. But they persevered because my grandfather was tough. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah because we end up being one of the most permanent families in Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What brought them to . . .? 

 

HANDY:  Work probably. 

 

JEFFERSON:  It was work at the . . . 

 

LATOUR:  He was a logger. He would . . . With the trees. He would . . . With the sawmill. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [15:25]  Was it the sawmill? 

  

JEFFERSON:  Sawmill, that's what I'm fixing to say. With the sawmill. 

 

HANDY:  So work brought them here. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [15:30]  Where was he originally first employed? 
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HANDY:  I don't know. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Wasn't it the mines? 

 

LATOUR:  There was a sawmill here, but I don't know the name of it. They would actually    

. . . because my father in law, who is Raymond LaTour, he told me he worked at one time with 

my grandfather Oscar. And they actually would cut the trees down and pull with a team of mules 

to get the trees to where they were. And they all were of the same Creole descent. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  LaTours as well? 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah. So they . . . but he did tell me they worked together. But I don't know the 

name of the company. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And our father worked for Doctor Charles Fellows on his ranch, or farm, 

or whatever. And my . . . 

 

LATOUR:   [16:24]  So we always had plenty. 

 

ARSENEAULT:      Was that a white doctor? 

 

LATOUR:  Yes. 
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JEFFERSON:  Doctor Charles . . . What was his name? 

 

LATOUR:  Charles Louis Fellows. A general practitioner. He had an office in Maplewood. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it an integrated office? 

 

LATOUR:  Yes. We . . . 

 

HANDY:  But we . . . 

 

LATOUR:  It was integrated . . . 

 

HANDY:  For others, but not for us. 

 

LATOUR:  [16:43]  Yeah it was . . . No, it was segregated. It was . . . 

 

PORTER:  It was they had a . . . 

 

LATOUR:  They had a black section and a white section. But when we went after hours and 

he saw us. Or before hours. 

 

HANDY:  Or we would go to his house. 
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LATOUR:  Go to his house because Mama worked at his house. 

 

HANDY:  House also. 

 

LATOUR:  [16:58]  So . . . 

 

HANDY:  So we didn't sit there and our daddy . . . He let us recognize that, but we didn't 

have to sit and wait in that area of the office because . . . I think one reason was because he 

worked for them so they . . . 

 

LATOUR:  The other reason was Daddy probably told them we wasn't sitting there. 

 

HANDY:  Sitting there. Yeah because he was very . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So he had particular view? 

 

HANDY:  Yes he had his views about that. Even back then and I think that kind of instilled 

in all his children because we have big views about that also. 

 

LATOUR:  But in Mossville back . . . I know we've said a lot about our grandparents, and you 

know how some kids they're raised by their grandparents, but we wasn't raised by our 

grandparents. Our daddy was the king of our house. 
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JEFFERSON:  Yes. 

 

LATOUR:  He set the rules and you followed his rules. And Mama and Daddy raised us. 

Even after Daddy's death Mama continued. She raised all nine of us. But it go back to taking a 

village to raise a family. That's how it was. 

 

HANDY:  [18:02]  In Mossville. 

 

LATOUR:  Because we had Big Mama and Pawpaw right there, but Daddy and Mama. Big 

Mama might have said something, but if Daddy said “no” she knew you was doing what Daddy 

said. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  So it's not like we didn't have parents who was instrumental in raising us. 

 

HANDY:  One time she wanted to whip me for something. My cousin had pushed me into 

the tree and cut up my knee. And she was upset because I had said some mean things and she 

told me, "I'm going to whip you." And I ran home because I knew my daddy wasn't putting up 

with that. And he sent back and told her. He said, "I'm the only person going to discipline her. If 

she needs a whipping I'll make that decision." And my grandma say, “Don’t think I'm scared of 

your daddy." But I knew she respected him. She wasn't afraid of him, but she respected him. So 

that's different. And I didn't get that whipping from her, but I’ve got whippings from her but I 
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didn't get that one that day. 

 

LATOUR:  Because he made his own way. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  You know what I'm saying? 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  [19:00]  He took  . . . 

 

HANDY:  He was very independent. 

 

LATOUR:  There was plenty of us but he always managed to take care of us and he took us to 

church. He was just an all-around good father. 

 

JEFFERSON:  He took us to church. 

 

LATOUR:  We prayed every . . . 

 

HANDY:  We had prayer meetings at our house. 
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LATOUR:  That's right. 

 

HANDY:  We had choir practice at our house. My mama was over the mission at our house. 

So we were pretty grounded in God. And that's what's . . . I think that's what we got all our 

morals from. 

 

PORTER:  [19:27]  And you know what? Our daddy was a hard working person. 

 

HANDY:  Hard working man yes indeed. 

 

PORTER:  Because even after he worked his eight hours he'd come he'd raise hogs. He made 

bacon. He had a smoke house.  

 

HANDY:  Smoke house. Sausages. 

 

PORTER:  He would smoke our sausage. We had plenty, plenty food to eat. He even had a 

garden planted. We even . . . I remember one year we even had peanuts. We had to pull the 

peanuts and put them to dry. 

 

HANDY:  He planted strawberries. 

 

PORTER:  Just everything. 
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HANDY:  Because he exposed us to stuff.  

 

JEFFERSON:  And he taught us how to work at an early age. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [19:55]  And we didn't regret it. Other kids would be playing for holidays. 

We would look for jobs for holidays because we wanted more, and he always taught us don't 

wait for handouts.  

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

JEFFERSON:  You go hand up. You work. And everything we had we shared with the 

neighbors or anybody in need. He was a person that whatever he had, even if we have to sacrifice 

to help someone else, that's what he taught us. And the main thing was be the best of whatever 

you be. If you no more than a laborer, you be the best at it. 

 

LATOUR:  He said, "If you have to dig a ditch. Dig that ditch to the best of your ability." 

 

JEFFERSON:  And that's the principles that my work ethics is about. 

 

HANDY:  Based off of. 
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LATOUR:  But he was a firm hand and he had high expectations of us. 

 

HANDY:  And he didn't take no stuff. 

 

LATOUR:  That's right. 

 

HANDY:  When I say that, it was no talk back. He could look at you and you knew to go in 

the room and don't come back out. 

 

LATOUR:  [20:51]  But I don't want to give the impression that he was mean. He wasn’t 

mean . . . 

 

PORTER:   He wasn't a mean man.  

 

HANDY:  He wasn't mean to us because now . . . 

 

PORTER:  He was firm. 

 

HANDY:  He was firm. And he had to be because when Daddy died he was forty-two years 

old and he had raised us like he was going to be with us all his life. So he knew then what he had 

to do to get us ready for life because my brother Preston that's not here, he would always . . . And 

I never understood when we was little. Because I'd go to the farm with him. 
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LATOUR:  He was tough on Preston. 

 

HANDY:  We would go to the farm with him. We would ride to the farm with . . . And he'd 

always tell him, "I'm getting you ready. You got to be a man." And he had got the stigma, my 

little brother, that he was the man of the house when Daddy was sick because Daddy was sick a 

lot. When he wasn't there, he was the man, and he learned that at an early age. To be strong and 

to be a man. And we have no regrets about our childhood, because I tell you I could do it again. 

 

LATOUR:  And he taught us that whatever you have all your brothers and sisters have. If one 

of them needs something you help them. 

 

PORTER:  If you got it. 

 

LATOUR:  [21:58]  If you down the street and somebody hit one of them don't you come 

back home without fighting for your sibling. You'll get your butt whipped good. 

 

HANDY:  It was a tough lesson, but you had to do it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And how was he raised? 

 

PORTER:  But you know what he was raised . . . 

 

LATOUR:  He was the brother of one of the eleven brothers. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   29 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

JEFFERSON:  And he had no mother for a while.  

 

LATOUR:  Yeah. 

 

PORTER:  Then one thing made him so stern was because when he moved here people so 

hard on them. He wanted us to be able to stand up by ourselves. 

 

LATOUR:  Because we had that Creole in us and then a lot of the other people were more 

African. 

 

HANDY:  Than we were. 

 

LATOUR:  Then we had to. And then because if you look at our skin tones [Jefferson] she 

was always way fairer than the rest and they kind of gave her a hard time at school. 

 

HANDY:  [22:47]  But she fought her way through. 

 

LATOUR:  She would fight and then faint and then [Carol D.?] had to finish it. [laughs] 

 

JEFFERSON:  One time. 

 

HANDY:  Look let me tell you. She did . . . The kids would pick at her a lot. 
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LATOUR:  And then I'd have to fight for her. 

 

HANDY:  And we would fight for each other. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What would they say? 

 

HANDY:  [23:03]  Well to her they would say mean things. 

 

JEFFERSON:  When I started first grade. 

 

HANDY:  Don't cry baby. 

 

JEFFERSON:  The older kids would always say, "Where are you from? You don't look   

. . . What are you?" 

 

LATOUR:  Hello [on phone]. 

 

PORTER:  And she had long ponytails see. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And so you know one day I made up a story . . .  

 

LATOUR:  Okay. Bye bye. Preston can’t get in. 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   31 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

JEFFERSON:  I made up a story. I said my uncle had been in the war and he had women 

that looked kind of like me. So I told them my father had me when he was in the military and he 

brought me back home to my mom . . .  

 

HANDY:  That’s far-fetched.  

 

JEFFERSON:  And my mom accepted me as her own. And they left me alone at that 

point. 

 

HANDY:  [23:41]  Yeah but they used to do us some mean things. 

 

JEFFERSON:  But they was always . . . And we never really fit in because like I say we 

always was production people. Whatever you did . . . 

 

PORTER:  You put a big thing on it. 

 

HANDY:  And you know one thing I learned the kids always thought we were rich. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Because we wore nice clothes. 

 

HANDY:  We went to school with our hair combed every day. 

 

PORTER:  But they didn’t know where we got those clothes. 
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HANDY:  Yeah our mom . . . Yeah because we wore hand-me-downs from other people. 

 

PORTER:  Doctor Fellows kids. He had five girls. 

 

HANDY:  Doctor Fellows had five girls also. So we just kind of fit in. 

 

LATOUR:  This is our brother Preston. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [24:14]  Hi Preston. 

 

JOURDAN:    Hi how you doing? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Nice to meet you. 

 

JOURDAN:    Yeah you too. 

 

LATOUR:  Oh and the other thing in our family the male is always the leader. 

 

HANDY:  Yes that's how our daddy taught us. 

 

PORTER:  He's younger than us but that's how a big brother. Whatever he tell us to do we 

fall in line because we was always taught to respect the male. 
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HANDY:  The oldest one at home that was the person that . . . 

  

PORTER:  This is the oldest girl [indicates Jefferson].  

 

HANDY:  Well we kind of respect her sometimes. 

 

PORTER:  The oldest girl but we followed whatever he said. We respect her, but he the chief. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [24:40]  She told us you made up a story that her dad brought her back 

from . . . She was in the military. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Korea. Korean War. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was he in the military? 

 

HANDY:  No. 

 

JEFFERSON:  No, but they didn't know that. 

 

LATOUR:  She just lied. 

 

HANDY:  She had to get . . . She was tired of being harassed by the kids out there. So they 

settled for . . . But they knew who she was because when she would get enough she would put 
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her dukes up and take care of it. 

 

PORTER:  [25:06]  And you could see them thinking we were different because when you 

look at us each one of us got something different about us. That we really don't have the really 

look of an African American. We are mixed. Then also we . . . 

 

HANDY:  Creole. Very Creole. 

 

PORTER:  When we come in, there’s a disease in our family is only . . . It comes from a 

Mediterranean descent. 

 

LATOUR:  European. 

 

PORTER:  So we know it's only . . . We had two brothers and a sister died and our dad. And 

it’s only come . . . So we know it's a lot of . . . We had a lot of mixed blood in us. 

 

LATOUR:  Well I did the DNA. 

 

PORTER:  Oh you did? 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah and it's sixty-something African, thirty-five European, fourteen Irish, and 

then it was just like some little small percentages of everything else. Oh we . . . one percent 

American Indian. [laughs] 
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PORTER:  [25:58]  Why couldn’t it been more? 

 

JEFFERSON:  Well that's because so many . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Generations. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And our mother was a homemaker. She taught us how to sew, how to 

cook, how to clean, and . . . 

 

PORTER:  How to pray. A good mama. Good mom. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah Mama . . . We had one of the strongest. 

 

HANDY:  She was very strong . . . Mamas. 

 

LATOUR:  Givingest, lovingest mothers there ever was. She raised us all after Daddy died. 

 

HANDY:  Like thirty-nine years. 

 

LATOUR:  She lived to like seventy-five. We all grew up and married. She saw a lot of our 

grandkids. She helped raise Preston's grandkids and ours, but his was in the house with her. 

 

HANDY:  [26:35]  His children. 
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LATOUR:  His children I mean. They were in the house with them . . . With her. And Mama 

was one of the strongest women you ever want to see. She went through the loss of her husband 

and three children and she never wavered in her faith. She was just tough. I mean if somebody 

asked me who my role model is it would be her. 

 

PORTER:  Mama yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  Because she was a strong woman. 

 

HANDY:  And when she had him . . . He was very spoiled by her. She had him so spoiled. I 

remember when he was little Mama would go to work, he'd stand to the fence until she got back 

so he could nurse. And was like nine months. He was a big boy. 

 

LATOUR:  I didn't realize that until a few years ago. 

 

HANDY:  [27:19]  That's the truth. 

 

PORTER:  You don't want to get a whooping [. . .?]. 

 

JEFFERSON:  He wasn’t that big a boy. He must have been about . . . 

 

HANDY:  And he was always . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  Still nursing when he had teeth . . . 

 

HANDY:  Look, he was always bigger than me, okay? I was the little runt of the bunch. But 

he was always bigger, so to me he was big. And he would . . . even until . . . when Mama . . . 

Before Mama died when he'd get home from work she had him cookies and milk waiting on him. 

And I was a little jealous about that. [laughs] But she had him very spoiled. 

 

LATOUR:  Or lemonade. 

 

HANDY:  [27:50]  Yeah she had us all spoiled though. When it come to her children we 

were very spoiled. 

 

LATOUR:  Oh and you didn't mess with her children. You didn't mess with her grandchildren 

either. 

 

HANDY:  No. And if she would call and tell me something about one of the other . . . I said, 

"Don't call me. Don't call me." She’d say . . . I'd say, "Because Mama you know . . ." In a few 

minutes she’d say . . . She'd go just opposite. I'd say, "Mama that's your children. Leave it alone." 

 

JEFFERSON:  And she also was adamant about us getting an education. 

 

HANDY:  Our daddy was, too. 
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JEFFERSON:  But my mom was very adamant. You either . . . You didn't sit around at 

home. You either went to work or you went to school and you needed a trade or something 

because they wanted us to have more than they had. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah because our daddy had like a fourth grade education. 

 

LATOUR:  [28:34]  Because each generation should improve. 

 

HANDY:  But he could build anything. He didn't need  . . . He had that gift that he could 

take something . . . because every time my mama had a baby he put a new bedroom on the house. 

We ended up with about five. 

 

PORTER:  Five bedrooms. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How did they meet? 

 

LATOUR:  Claudia I thought you knew that story. She says she saw him. He was working 

here at the time they had the air base and he would work. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah she was working at it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Chennault? 
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LATOUR:  [29:02] Yeah. He would . . . 

 

PORTER:  They had Chennault homes out here. 

 

LATOUR:  And they had Chennault homes in Maplewood. And for some reason she’d see 

him I guess walking to work or something and she fell in love with him. 

 

HANDY:  [29:15]  And them eyes. That's what she used to say. The way his eyes was 

made. 

 

LATOUR:  But she actually said too that Clark Gable came here . . . 

 

HANDY:  And approached her. 

 

LATOUR:  . . . to make a movie or to visit someone because the Garrisons are very prominent 

people in Lake Charles. 

 

JEFFERSON:  It was the Bells, Emma. 

 

LATOUR:  The Bells. And she . . . Her dad worked for them and so she was around there 

because they wanted to adopt her and she said Clark Gable came and wanted to take her back to 

Hollywood with her. 
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HANDY:  To be in the movies. 

 

LATOUR:  And she wouldn't because she was in love with our daddy. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And he kind of resembled Clark Gable. 

 

LATOUR:  [29:51]  He did. But even I remember as a child she'd call him Clark Gable. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  She'd say he looked like Clark Gable. 

 

HANDY:  And the reason Clark Gable wanted to bring her back was because she didn't look 

. . . she wasn't . . . She didn't have that look of a black woman. So she could have been the next    

. . . The first Lena Horne in the movies. 

 

LATOUR:  But she decided she loved our daddy more. 

 

HANDY:  She say she loved Daddy too much to leave Lake Charles. That's what she 

actually said. "I was in love with your daddy I couldn't leave." 

 

PORTER:  When he died she never married again. 
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HANDY:  No. 

 

PORTER:  She raised us [ . . .?]. 

 

HANDY:  Like thirty-nine years she raised us.  

 

JEFFERSON:  [30:24] And she also every time, even after we were married and gone, 

she would  . . . If you were sick you could count on my mom being there. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. 

 

HANDY:  Yes Jesus. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Wherever you were she would be there. And she took care of my daddy 

for many, many years because he was quite ill for a number of years. I mean he would never 

really heal from his illness. Surgery. He had how many stomach surgeries guys? 

 

PORTER:  About fourteen. 

 

LATOUR:  I think he had like twenty-something surgeries all together. 

 

PORTER:  Because he had one on his arm. I remember that. 
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JEFFERSON:  [30:54]  And but she would always nurse him back to health and he 

would just get up long enough . . . I mean stay down long enough so he could go back to work 

because he didn't want us to be on the welfare. 

 

LATOUR:  And he'd get up long enough just to make another baby and then go back. [laughs] 

 

HANDY:  I remember one time Mama . . . He was in the hospital and I forgot how many 

days it was, but when he woke up she say he didn't even recognize himself because he had been 

in a coma so long that he had grew out a beard and everything. And she say he didn't know who 

the person . . . He didn't know himself. 

 

LATOUR:  I remember . . . 

 

HANDY:  And but she sit there. You was a baby then. 

 

LATOUR:  I remember I was a baby when he was so sick. But I remember as a child going to 

Saint Pat's [hospital] and we couldn't go in because we were too young for one thing, and then 

they had the colored section, they called it, in the back. And he would come out on the balcony 

and we'd stay in the parking lot and he would wave to us. 

 

HANDY:  He sure did. I [might?] forgot that. 

 

LATOUR:  [31:52]  And even at Cal Cam, in that old section, we'd go to the window and see 
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it. 

 

HANDY:  Because he . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  That's because we were young at Cal Cam. And I remember I was in 

probably fifth grade maybe and they come and picked us up from school. And as a child I didn't 

understand why I just thought it was to go see my dad. But when I got there now since I’m . . .  

he had . . . They had something on his stomach bandaged up. That's because his intestines had 

ruptured and they didn't expect him to make it through the night. So that's why they brought the 

kids in to see him because they just didn't know if it was going to be. 

 

HANDY:  But he was so strong. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Y'all didn't know it was . . .? 

 

JEFFERSON:  We knew he was sick, but we didn't know  . . . At the time we kids you 

don't know how terminal a person is. 

 

LATOUR:  And in that day and age they didn't know exactly what was wrong, but it wasn't 

until our youngest brother that's deceased now . . . One of our younger brothers had a heart attack 

and the doctor said that was like more in his modern medicine. He . . . Doctor Gilmore said, 

"Well something wrong with these people. They vessels ought to not be doing this." And then 

that's when they came up with the disease process that's hereditary. So they just . . . He was sick 
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a lot they didn't know why he was sick. 

 

HANDY:  I wrote it down so we . . . You don't have to talk about it because it's . . . You 

could put it in there. I guess you should put it in there. What y'all think? 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  [33:15]  Well it's in the history books because our oldest brother before he died he 

got sick and went into the hospital and they did surgery and they had to give him like thirty-five 

pints of blood. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was his name?  

 

LATOUR:  Shelton Jourdan Junior. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And the other brother's name? 

 

LATOUR:  [33:33]  Felton Jourdan. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

HANDY:  Senior. 
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LATOUR:  And then our oldest sister Katherine Marie. They took Jourdan [Victorian?]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you want to say it for the recording or did you want to not? It's up to 

you. 

 

LATOUR:  It's called Ehlers-Danlos type four. And it’s a connective tissue disease. The type 

we have affects your arteries. They weaken and then you have a tendency to get aneurisms. But 

it can also affect other organs. 

 

HANDY:  Intestines. 

 

LATOUR:  Your intestines. Your liver and everything can get out of socket. Your joints will 

get out of socket and things of that . . . Anything doing with connective tissue. You lose the 

elasticity of the connective tissue. So, but because it's the type four it's more deadly than the 

other types. They have a bunch of types. I think it's about like ten types. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. What about your mom? Did she have the babies in the house? 

 

HANDY:  [34:33]  No she'd go to the hospital. 

 

PORTER:  I was the first one born in Sulphur, huh? 

 

HANDY:  It must have been. 
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LATOUR:  But the others were at Saint Pat, huh? 

 

PORTER:  The rest of them was at Saint Pat and then after me everybody else was born in 

Sulphur. 

 

JEFFERSON:  No I was born in Stevenson's clinic. 

 

PORTER:  Oh, yeah you was born in Stevenson’s clinic.  

 

HANDY:  Oh wow they might have switched you. [laughs] 

 

JOURDAN:    Show you that anyway. That was us when we was little. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, wow. 

 

PORTER:  [34:57]  And I think she's pregnant on there, huh? 

 

LATOUR:  For Felton. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh look she is. 

 

LATOUR:  And that's me the baby. 
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JOURDAN:    And she the baby.  

 

JEFFERSON:  And you know which one is me. [laughs] 

 

LATOUR:  Just take a guess. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Want to see which one I guess? 

 

LATOUR:  Guess which one’s is Kathy. That's her. And which one is Claudia?  

 

ARSENEAULT: I don’t know. 

 

LATOUR:  This one. That's Preston. 

 

HANDY:  See I told y'all I was the little one. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And this is your dad? 

 

LATOUR:  [35:19]  That's our daddy and this is Carol and then this is [Marie?] the oldest girl 

and Shelton Junior the oldest boy. And then she's pregnant for the youngest boy that's deceased. 

 

JOURDAN:    No she's [still?] for Felton. 
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LATOUR:  For Felton. He's deceased. Then we had another one, Lester, he lives in Texas. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay and he's the youngest? 

 

LATOUR:  He's the youngest. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Lester? 

 

PORTER:  Lester. 

 

LATOUR:  Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So talking about, do y'all have any like family origin stories? Like where 

the family came from to the area or anything like that? 

 

PORTER:  [35:52]  They came from Iota, huh Preston? 

 

JOURDAN:   Yeah. The Jourdan side came from Iota then they was . . . They lived in Elton and 

then old grandpa was a sharecropper and they ended up in Mansville. 

 

LATOUR:  Manchester. 

 

JOURDAN:    Manchester. Then they moved out here, Mossville. 
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HANDY:  And then our grandmother on our mama's side she was from Sugartown 

[Louisiana]. 

 

JOURDAN:    Yeah. 

 

HANDY:  And our grandfather was from New Iberia? 

 

LATOUR:  He was from Leonville. 

 

HANDY:  Leonville. That's right, Leonville. Yeah. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [36:30]  [That's it?]. 

 

HANDY:  Lemelle. Edward Lemelle was from Leonsville. 

 

LATOUR:  So they were all from Louisiana just different parts. Just different parts. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do they ever talk about first coming to Mossville? Like what they thought 

about the town or anything like that? 

 

PORTER:  No, it was what the town thought of them [all laugh]. 

 

LATOUR:  No more than what we told you. 
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HANDY:  Yeah they didn't . . . They weren't accepted. That's what they told us when they 

came here. But as they saw how they ethics a lot of the people in Mossville I think learned some 

of the ethics from them because they had great work ethics and they treated people differently 

because of that. The love that they had for people. And so it was just like they didn't like us, but 

they ended up loving us because . . . 

 

LATOUR:  [37:13]  They didn't like us, but they respected us. That's for sure. 

 

HANDY:  And then my daddy was just such a good person, and my grandfather, that they 

just had to accept who we were and accept . . . And we didn't change anything. They changed 

because we didn't. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do you remember about the house where you grew up? 

 

HANDY:  Wow. Lord so many memories. Where you start? 

 

PORTER:  I remember when . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where was it? 

 

PORTER:  Wasn't as big as it was. 

 

HANDY:  So Prater. Yeah. On Prater Road. 
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PORTER:  On Prater Road. Street . . . Right down the street about two houses over from 

here. Was two houses. 

 

LATOUR:  [37:44]  I remember how much Mama loved her house. 

 

PORTER:  This is where we were staying down in front yard taking this picture [. . .?] it was 

Easter. 

 

JOURDAN:    I remember the rooms was kind of in a circle. The bedrooms. You went 

form one . . .  

 

LATOUR:  One to the other. 

 

JOURDAN:     One to the other. 

 

HANDY:  It was in a hall. 

 

JOURDAN:     And I got in a lot of trouble so . . . 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. [laughs] 

 

JOURDAN:     [38:07]  I always would make laps instead of standing there catching my 

whipping I would run from one room to the other and just [ . . .?]. 
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PORTER:  I wonder why he build it like that? Just so [. . .?] 

 

HANDY:  Because . . . so couldn’t have to run so far [laughs]. 

 

PORTER:  But I think it was because every time he added on where he had room to add on. 

 

JOURDAN:     Yeah that's what . . . 

 

HANDY:  He didn't make a hall he just added another one. 

 

LATOUR:  He started small and he just added . . .  

 

HANDY:  Mama always said it was like two bedroom . . . A bedroom and a kitchen and a 

little sitting area. That's what they started out with. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [38:34]  I thought it was four rooms they had before. 

 

HANDY:  No it was small. 

 

PORTER:  A bedroom, a kitchen, and it was small. 

 

LATOUR:  But actually the house and the property . . . The property belonged to our 

grandfather that we said we went in and out all the time, but our daddy bought it from him and 
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he paid him his money for it and that’s why I'm telling you he always stood on his own. Because 

he . . . They didn’t give it to him. He paid for it and it was a small house. And from what I 

understand it belonged to one of the . . . My mother’s sisters. And they were unable to pay for it 

so then Daddy stepped in and bought it and paid for it. And then they moved . . . 

 

JOURDAN:     [39:15]  You don't want to put that on TV do you? 

 

LATOUR:  Well . . . 

 

HANDY:  What I remember it was a lot of . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Scratch that. 

 

HANDY:  It was a lot of love in our house. 

 

LATOUR:  Scratch that. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [39:23]  It was our grandfather's property and they purchased it. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah they purchased it. 

 

HANDY:  It was a lot of love because our daddy just . . . That's one of the things that kept us 

together. We might of not had a lot of money, but baby we had so much love. 
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LATOUR:  But if he could help you he would help you. 

 

JOURDAN:     We all . . . The kids always came to the house.  

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN:     Always something to eat and we played in the yard. 

 

HANDY:  [39:46]  We would fry baloney. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah but we couldn't go stay all night at nobody else house, but people could 

come to our house. But we couldn't leave and go nowhere else. 

 

HANDY:  And they had Mr. [Kellum?] and Ms. [Kellum?]. 

 

PORTER:  Lived behind us. 

 

HANDY:  They were the bodyguards, okay? They would be hollering, "[Little snake 

eater?]." You [little snake eater?]. That's what they would call us. And he would say, "Boy when 

your daddy get home." 

 

JEFFERSON:  [40:10]  It's going to be [peace in the valley?]. 
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LATOUR:  Let me tell you what Preston did. 

 

PORTER:  Turn in the driveway it would be peace in the valley. And they would tell on us. 

 

LATOUR:  Preston . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They lived behind you? 

 

JOURDAN:     Yeah they lived right behind. 

 

LATOUR:  He was going to scare Ms. Kellum one time with a firecracker. Tell her the story 

Pres. 

 

JOURDAN:     Well it was around Christmas me and Clark was . . . 

 

HANDY:  We was [?] dogs. 

 

JOURDAN:     We was popping firecrackers out there. Ms. Kellum had to pass us up and 

go to the store and didn't come back the same way. So I say, "When she come back go around 

and get her." So I had the firecrackers and I had one in my hand. I had the lighter over here and I 

got so tickled about it I just got to laughing and then when I looked down I had lit it. So then the 

next thing I tried to do was turn it loose, but it was too late. It popped in my hand. 
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HANDY:  [40:59]  He turned around and had to see [about it?]. [laughs] 

 

JOURDAN:     I say, "Oh Ms. Kellum." 

 

HANDY:  I said, "Daddy going to get you." I said, "Where’d Daddy go?" "Let's not tell him. 

Let's not tell him." We said.  

 

JOURDAN:     So Ms. Kellum, she said, "No, no. Go home and tell your daddy." So I 

waited. That was probably happened ten o'clock in the morning. So it was about five o'clock that 

evening I finally had to give in. 

 

HANDY:  But you know what I remember? When you was little we had gone . . . you had a 

little . . . we had a . . . What's it? A little dog or something we went in the woods to bury.  

 

LATOUR:  We buried everything in the woods. In the trail. 

 

HANDY:  So those . . . Was it bees? What had got a hold of? 

 

JOURDAN:     Wasps. 

 

HANDY:  Some wasps had got to hold of this baby. Lord he . . . And we probably wasn't 

supposed to be where we was. 
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LATOUR:  [41:47]  No we always were in the woods. We’d buried our baby dolls when they 

got old. We'd bury birds we had caught. 

 

HANDY:  And he got stung about . . .  

 

LATOUR:  We’d bury everything. 

 

HANDY:  I don’t know about fifteen times. His head was so . . . And he didn't want to tell 

Daddy. And because Daddy was going to bring him to the doctor, okay? You was going to the 

doctor. That's what . . . 

 

JOURDAN:     [42:10]  I was going to the doctor I would get that whipping. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah his head was like this. And then I didn't want him to go to bed that night and 

something happen to him and we hadn't told Daddy what was going on. So I had to say, "Daddy 

did you look at Preston's head lately?" [laughs] So he said, "What?" He was smart though. He 

came in the room and he just was playing with us that night we was going to bed and Preston 

kept his whole hat on. And he said, "Boy what happened to you?" He said, "Don't you know        

. . .?" Then we talked. We got a lesson from him. 

 

LATOUR:  He could’ve had an allergic reaction. 

 

HANDY:  He told us. He said, "You could have died from getting stung so many times. 
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Don't hide that kind of stuff from me." And so, but it was so cute. He would always get caught. 

Everything he did he was always getting caught. And he never wanted to tell Daddy and Daddy 

would always figure it out. I remember one time he shaved off his eyebrows. 

 

PORTER:  I think every one of our boys did that at our house. Maybe not your boys, but 

mines did.  

 

HANDY:  [43:12]  And he had his hat on and I think Kenny Lee . . . Kenny Lee told Daddy. 

"Did you see Preston's eyebrows?" And Daddy said . . . He kept that old cowboy hat pulled down 

and Daddy . . . We was at Doctor Fellows office cleaning the office that morning because we 

would get up at six o'clock sometimes and go with our daddy to clean the doctor's office. And he 

was busy working. Didn't want Daddy to see and Daddy just took . . . knocked his hat back and 

boy did we laugh at him. It was so cute though. He was . . . This was my best friend growing up 

and he always took care of me no matter how old I got. We was just like hey, two peas in a pod. 

The boys . . . I remember one time the boys was talking about me in the street and none of it was 

true. He handled it. And I knew then that was my buddy because that's the love we had for each 

other because no one was going to say something that wasn't right about us and we didn't stand 

up for our self because our daddy had taught us that from early. 

 

PORTER:  We even had Earl, one of our cousins lived with us. His mama went out of town 

to work and she didn't have nobody to keep him. So we took . . . My daddy and mama took him 

in and he lived with us and he was about, what Pres? Six nine or six six? 
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JOURDAN:     Six six. 

 

PORTER:  And he weighed about . . . At that time probably right at three hundred pounds. 

He's a big guy because he played football in Grambling after he graduated from high school. 

Richard Lee. You know Richard? 

 

HANDY:  And he went to the pros for a little while. 

 

PORTER:  [44:41]  He was . . . My mama would cook a big pot of oatmeal.  

 

JOURDAN:     That’s our first cousin. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. We'd all eat our oatmeal that day, but he didn't eat his until the next 

morning because she made biscuits the next morning and he wanted to crumble his biscuits in his 

oatmeal. So he was . . . But he was a good guy.  

 

HANDY: Yeah. He was just like a brother to us. 

 

LATOUR:  Now you know we talked about our house which is only like two or three lots 

from here. And it started off . . . It was a smaller home, but as the years went on it was big to us 

until we all moved out and got our own places. Then when we came back the other day it didn't 

look as big as it used to look, but for a child it was big. 
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JEFFERSON:  Well we had five bedrooms. 

 

HANDY:  One bathroom [. . .?]. 

 

LATOUR:  We can't talk about living at our house without talking about how we had the 

ethics of working without talking Rougeau's grocery next door. 

 

HANDY:  Next door. Yeah that's true. 

 

LATOUR:  Because we all worked at Rougeau's grocery store and we lived in an integrated 

lifestyle way before integration started. 

 

HANDY: Before integration was possible.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  The Rougeau's were white? 

 

LATOUR:  [45:47]  They were a white family from Eunice, Louisiana. 

 

JEFFERSON:  They were Cajun. 

 

HANDY:  And we learned how to . . . We didn't even notice color. 

 

LATOUR:  We'd go in and out of there. We'd stay all night there. We'd run the store when 
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they left and went on fishing trips for days at a time. 

 

PORTER:  She could hardly see over the register, but Ms. Rougeau put a stool for her to see. 

 

HANDY:  Put a little box. That was her first . . . That was your first job? 

 

JEFFERSON:  My second job. I had a dishwashing job in the neighborhood right here. 

 

HANDY:  At [Elaine’s?]? 

 

JEFFERSON:  She still owe me money . . . She dead [laughs]. 

 

HANDY:  I think she owed all of us. 

 

JEFFERSON:  No I started working about ten years old. 

 

LATOUR:  Rougeau's need to be mentioned though. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And I used to start waiting on the little kids. That's who I waited on first, 

and then they saw that I was . . . 
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HANDY:  She was capable. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [46:29]  And I moved up to everybody and by the time I was thirteen my 

sister, the one that's deceased, Katherine, we would run the store while they would go on a 

week’s vacation. But my dad was home sick so he'd come stay with us so we had an adult in the 

facility with us. And I learned to cut meat with the big meat saw. I sliced baloney and weighed it 

on the scale and I think she let all of us have turns working at her store. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah because I worked there too as a child. 

 

HANDY:  She let us all. And she was good to us. She was . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was her name? Her first name? 

 

HANDY:  [46:59]  Mabel. 

 

LATOUR:  [Bueller?] Rougeau. I can't remember his name though. 

 

HANDY:  It was George? 

 

JEFFERSON:  No. 

 

PORTER:  Jim, huh? 
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HANDY:  George was the boy. 

 

JEFFERSON:  All I know was Mr. Rougeau. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah. 

 
 

PORTER:  Wilson was the . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Wilson was the son. 

 

HANDY:  He wasn't named after his daddy? 

 

LATOUR:   [Disagrees]. We called him Wilson. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And what I remember about our house, my daddy was adding on a room 

and because I was always so . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Particular. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [47:24]  He made me come out and hand him nails because . . . 

 

HANDY:  I loved doing that. 
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PORTER:  When the boys would pass she'd hide behind . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So your father built y'alls house from the ground? 

 

HANDY:  Well from those first two little rooms. Whatever we had at the beginning. But he 

built . . .  

 

JEFFERSON:  He didn’t build the first rooms, baby. 

 

HANDY:  The first rooms he didn't build, but everything else he added on basically. 

 

JOURDAN:    Right. 

 

HANDY:  The bedroom . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Went from a two room house to, what? Seven, eight, nine, ten . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: Was it wooden? 

 

LATOUR: Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN:    [47:51]  On the frame . . . on piers. 
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ARSENEAULT:  On piers. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And I was always . . . And we had chickens that he'd make me go pick 

chickens because I was . . . 

 

HANDY:  She didn't like that. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [47:59]  That was beneath me I thought. 

 

HANDY:  She always wanted to live in New York. Let me just put it out there. 

 

LATOUR: And we all . . .  

 

JOURDAN:   We raised chickens and hogs and . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of chickens? 

 

JOURDAN:   The white . . .  

 

HANDY:  They all taste good when you put them in the pot and cook them. 

 

LATOUR:  I don't know what they call them. 
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JOURDAN:   It was the white ones. I forgot the name.  

 

LATOUR:  Domino? Is it domino? 

 

JOURDAN:   No, they white. 

 

HANDY:  I don't remember, but I know . . .  

 

JEFFERSON:  And we had roosters. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN:    [48:21]  Anyway . . . 

 

PORTER:  We even had a pet skunk. 

 

JOURDAN:    Yeah. 

 

PORTER:  A long time ago. 

 

HANDY:  A pet skunk? 

 

JOURDAN:    Yeah. 
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PORTER:  Them people didn’t even know what skunks was. They took the scent thing out 

of it. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And we had a pet coon. 

 

JOURDAN:    But we would butcher those chickens. 

 

LATOUR:  Now y'all sounding a little hillbilly. 

 

HANDY:  [48:35]  Well it's true. We were hillbillies. 

 

JOURDAN:    We always had animals. Daddy worked on the farm and so we . . . 

 

HANDY:  And you know who else we didn't mention? The Prince. Doctor Prince.  

 

JOURDAN:    They wasn’t in Mossville. 

 

HANDY:  No, but they wasn't in Mossville but they was a part of our life. 

 

JOURDAN:    We . . . He raised all kind of animals. We always had plenty meat. And we 

would butcher . . . I hated butchering chickens. 

 

LATOUR:  Oh you and me. 
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JOURDAN:     [48:59]  Chickens and you would butcher like ten, twelve at a time. 

 

LATOUR:  I hate butchering hogs. 

 

JOURDAN:    The smell of those chickens was something else.  

 

HANDY:  I didn't like the smell at all.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  How do you butcher a chicken? 

 

PORTER:  You just kill it. He said butcher but it's just killing them. 

 

HANDY:  [49:12]  You . . .  

 

JOURDAN:    Chop his head off and . . .  

 

HANDY:  Ring their neck. 

 

LATOUR:  Ring their neck and then you chop it off.  

 

PORTER:  And then chop it off. And then you put it under and old tin tub so when it keep 

flapping it won’t flap all over the yard. 
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HANDY:  And our daddy killed pigs. We watched all that. 

 

LATOUR:  [49:27]  Yeah he'd shoot them and then jump in the pen and stab them. 

 

JEFFERSON:  You try to shot them in the head. 

 

LATOUR:  Then after that I was in the house. Then the next day you wake up, you open the 

refrigerator . . . 

 

PORTER:  We had fresh meat. 

 

LATOUR:  [49:39]  A hog head in the refrigerator looking at you. 

 

HANDY:  Mama had made hog head cheese. She made hog head cheese and didn’t we made 

sausages and bacon. 

 

LATOUR:  Boudin.  

 

HANDY:  Yeah they did do . . . Cousin . . .  

 

JOURDAN:    Crackling. 

 

HANDY:  What do you call it? From . . . 
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LATOUR:  Aunt [Monia?]. Aunt [Monia?] used to come and make the boudin. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And the cracklings was the best in the world. 

 

HANDY:  [49:58]  Yeah. And you know what I liked? You know what I liked about the . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  They were good. 

 

HANDY:  . . . the butchering. That little pork meat that they cook off the backbone. You 

know right after you do the pig? 

 

JEFFERSON:  The back strap like? 

 

HANDY:  [50:09]  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  It's pork back bone. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah and they would cook it and Daddy could cook that so good. 

 

LATOUR:  But what I didn't like was the smell. It would make me sick. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah me too. 
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ARSENEAULT:  What did it smell like? 

 

PORTER:  [50:19]  Fresh pork smells. 

 

HANDY:  I think our blood pressure was lower. 

 

PORTER:  It's not stinky, but it's just a stench you can tell that it's meat that's been cut. 

 

HANDY:  It's fresh pork. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN:    [50:26]  Just fresh meat is what it is.  

 

LATOUR:  It would make you sick. It would make me so sick. I'd get a headache. 

 

PORTER:  But sometimes you say would make your blood pressure got up but that's not true. 

 

JEFFERSON:  That's just an old wives’ tale. 

 

HANDY:  But you know what, I . . . The last time I remember Daddy and them butchered 

we had this little pet cow. Y'all don't remember? Oh Lord. You don't remember? 
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JOURDAN:    [. . .?] our pet. 

 

HANDY:  [50:45]  He would . . . Everything was a pet in our yard. But baby I could not eat 

that meat. I could not fix . . . 

 

JOURDAN:    They wasn't pets. 

 

HANDY:  Oh, but when we got home from school and we saw that . . . I still can see it. It 

was terrible. 

 

LATOUR:  Did you drink his milk? 

 

HANDY:  No. He was too young. 

 

JEFFERSON:  One of the best things that I remember . . . 

 

HANDY:  You drunk his milk. 

 

LATOUR:  I know I drank it that's why I'm asking you. 

 

PORTER:  Wait and let me tell this while we’re on it. We even would make our own butter. 

 

HANDY:  [51:09]  Yeah. 
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LATOUR:  Yeah. 

 

PORTER:  We’d put the milk and we'd churn it in the jug. 

 

HANDY:  On the porch. And shake it. 

 

PORTER:  When you got through you had butter. 

 

HANDY:  [51:15]  We did a lot of stuff. 

 

JOURDAN:    Old grandpa used to bring fresh cow milk every morning. I remember that. 

 

HANDY:  Paw paw Jerry. 

 

PORTER:  We had the . . . When I bought it that time it burnt you. 

 

JOURDAN:    Yeah. 

 

HANDY:  It scald him. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You had to boil it before you drink it? 

 

HANDY:  Yeah because she could only drink that kind. So my daddy and them just . . . we 
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would boil and get the stuff . . . The bad bacteria out of it. 

 

LATOUR:  The same as pasteurizing. 

 

JOURDAN:    Yeah they would boil it anyway. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah and she accidently . . . One morning he was playing cowboy and he got 

scald. We had some fun in that old house. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did your dad plant by the moon or the almanac? 

 

PORTER:  [51:54]  Probably so. He had an almanac. 

 

LATOUR:  I know they had an almanac. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN:    Yeah we had big gardens because we . . . 

 

HANDY:  You mean Pawpaw Lemelle. 

 

JOURDAN:    Pawpaw Lemelle had a big garden here. 
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PORTER:  We would plant up at Doctor Fellows’. 

 

JOURDAN:    We planted at the farm, yeah. And we had big gardens. Matter of fact we 

didn't buy a whole lot of groceries back then. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN:     [52:11]  I was probably . . . I bet I was nine or ten before I ever went to a 

real grocery store. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah because the only way I would go would be with Big Mama. 

 

HANDY:  Big Mama yeah because she . . . 

 

LATOUR:  We didn't go. We eat . . . If we didn't get it from our garden or from the yard, 

meat, we'd get it at Rougeau's. 

 

HANDY:  Rougeau's grocery store. 

 

LATOUR:  The first time I went to A&P I was probably nine or ten myself. With Big Mama. 

 

HANDY:  And you know what the . . . Ms. Rougeau and them would provide us with 

everything that we couldn't grow or raise on the land. And they was just good about it because a 
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lot of times we couldn’t even pay for it, but they had made sure we had it because she was just a 

good person. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you know how they came to Mossville? 

 

PORTER:  [52:50]  They were the only white in our neighborhood. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah that's what I'm saying. They must have . . . they came . . . I know somebody 

said they came in '57 around the time when I was born. I remember them saying that. But why? I 

guess they bought the store. Who had the store before them? 

 

PORTER:  I don't know who had the store. 

 

HANDY:  Was it a store there before? 

 

JEFFERSON:  They moved that there. 

 

LATOUR:  They moved that store there? 

 

JEFFERSON:  They heard about a community that needed a store. 

 

LATOUR:  And she's actually our youngest brother's godmother. 
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JEFFERSON:  Not youngest? 

 

LATOUR:  Lester’s. 

 

JEFFERSON:  I thought she was Felton’s. 

 

LATOUR:  [53:19]  She was Lester’s godmother. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Excuse me. I'm sorry. 

 

HANDY:  Two against one . . . We got her. [laughs] Something she didn't know. 

 

LATOUR:  I know it was Lester because she'd bring him them cats and . . . I ain't going to tell 

y’all on record what [I’d do to them?]. [laughs]  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [There was something I was going to say about . . .?] 

 

PORTER:  And then by mama working in Doctor Fellows’ house when they would clean out 

the closet, well we’d get all the girls’ clothes and they shoes and we really just . . . we kind of 

just . . . we thought we had . . . We thought we were . . . 

 

HANDY:  All that and a bag of chips. 
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PORTER:  Yeah because we never went without. We thought . . . we really thought we was   

. . .  Not to say rich, but we was better off than other people in the neighborhood. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And really and truly the other kid’s parents, most of them worked at the 

refineries. And they really made more . . . Parents made more money than our family. But now 

as sitting back looking at those kids that came from those families we faired out much better. 

 

JOURDAN:   Just as good. 

 

LATOUR:  Just as good. 

 

JEFFERSON:  As good than some of them did and they had a higher income. 

 

LATOUR:  Now she sees it. She didn't see it back then. 

 

PORTER:  [54:20]  And now Kim's father . . . Her mother is our mama's sister. Well our 

daddy died like the first part of December, and her daddy died at the end of December. And it 

was . . . I think it was three men in the neighborhood . . . It had a Joseph man that died, then our 

daddy, and her daddy died. 

 

HANDY:  Bunch of kids. 

 

PORTER:  And they all had a bunch of kids. Well Kim mama just had like three. But her 
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daddy worked at Cities Service, and when they got their social security what they was getting for 

one child, we was getting it for all of us together. 

 

HANDY:  All nine of us. 

 

PORTER:  And we were . . . Somehow we made it though. 

 

HANDY:  And you know what? Why we made it? Because our oldest brother went to work 

for the Bell family that my grandfather had worked for in Connecticut. He moved to Connecticut 

and he graduated from high school one day and I remember us going to the train station telling 

him bye to go to Connecticut. And it was the hardest day of my life because we had always been 

so close and such a knitted family. But he knew he had to do that for us to make . . . 

 

LATOUR:  But Daddy was still alive. 

 

HANDY:  [55:31]  Yeah Daddy was alive then, but he would . . . Even though Daddy was 

alive Daddy was still kind of sick and he didn't work. He worked, but he couldn't work as hard as 

he did. 

 

JOURDAN:    But we all . . .  

 

LATOUR:  But everybody worked yeah. 
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JOURDAN:    Everybody worked. 

 

HANDY:  Everybody had a job. 

 

JOURDAN:    Right. 

 

LATOUR:  And the oldest they would work and take care of the ones . . . If you needed 

something they’d help you get that. And Preston had a job all the summers. [Karrie?] had jobs. 

Everybody had jobs. 

 

HANDY:  And you know what I remember about my oldest . . . 

 

LATOUR:  I had a job back then. 

 

JEFFERSON:  I say I had a job. 

 

LATOUR:  Oh yeah you had a job. 

 

HANDY:  [56:02]  My oldest siblings, they never felt like it was burden. They just did it. 

They did it because that's was love. And I remember my sister, my oldest sister [Marie?], we was 

always sleeping in the bed because there was so many of us. We didn't have a bed to say this was 

our bed. It was like . . . 
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LATOUR:  I did. 

 

HANDY:  Well when we got old . . . Maybe you. 

 

JOURDAN:    [. . .?] that big though. 

 

LATOUR:  Wait I was older than y'all . . . Younger than y’all. 

 

HANDY:  But anyway, she went to work and she bought us all bunk beds. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [56:33]  Her and [Bubba?]. 

 

HANDY:  They bought bunk beds and that was actually the first time we each one of us had 

our own beds. And we were big kids getting their own bed. 

 

PORTER:  [Honey cut?] furniture store . . . 

 

JOURDAN:    Now running in the neighborhood was always good because you play and 

as we got bigger as a young teenager, twelve, thirteen, like that . . . you would always . . . When 

you make the circle in Mossville it was always somebody kin to you on the next corner. 

 

HANDY:  On the next corner yeah. 
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JOURDAN:    And you just . . . You went from first cousin to first cousin house most of 

the time. 

 

HANDY:  [57:06]  Yeah that's where we played because our daddy wouldn't let us play at 

too many people houses. 

 

JOURDAN:    But it was always fun. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah we had some good times. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of things did y'all do for fun growing up? 

 

PORTER:  We’d sweep the yard. [laughs] 

 

HANDY:  We count the cars. 

 

JOURDAN:    No, we rode horses. We always had horses. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah we had horses.  

 

HANDY:  And we'd count the cars. We had a game. 

 

LATOUR:  Going to the farm with Daddy that was fun to us. 
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HANDY:  [57:26]  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  We worked but it was fun. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where was the farm? 

 

LATOUR:  On the DeQuincy . . . One seventy-one. 

 

PORTER:  Route sixty-six. 

 

LATOUR:  They had one on . . . in [Ragley?] and one on Route 66. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And it belonged to . . .? 

 

LATOUR:  Doctor Fellows.  

 

HANDY:  [57:40]  And you know what our daddy would teach us when we was on the way 

up there he would make sure . . . He'd make us spell our name. We'd go over ABC's and you 

better knew how to . . . You’d better know that. You better know that because that was going to 

be the test. 

 

LATOUR:  But it wasn't just us. He had kids from the neighborhood. They would come and 

follow us to wherever we were going. 
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HANDY:  And we would make a bag lunch and when we’d get there . . . Sometimes we'd eat 

the lunch before we got there. But we would stay with him all day. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And we went fishing on the farm. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah we'd fish. Yeah, we had fun. 

 

HANDY:  And then there was that . . . On Friday night the church thing. [E. Bird's?]. You 

remember? 

 

PORTER:  Yes the . . . they call them . . . What they call them back then? The nights when 

we'd go we'd all go together the church would have a . . . 

 

HANDY:  A thing at Mr. [E. Bird's?]. 

 

PORTER:  What they called it? 

 

HANDY:  It was at Mr. E. Bird's he'd like do . . . He would fry fish dinners. It was some 

kind of supper. 

 

PORTER:  [58:35]  They called it . . . 

 

HANDY:  Yeah they did call it . . . And he would do . . . 
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LATOUR:  Fellowship. 

 

HANDY:  We would do . . . He would do peanuts and you could purchase that for him, but it 

was a function for a family. And we would go to the drive-in movie. Our daddy would bring a 

truck load of us to the drive-in movie. 

 

JEFFERSON:  You only paid fifty cents. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What's the name of the movie theater? 

 

HANDY:  [58:55]  What was . . .  

 

JEFFERSON:  It was the Midway, huh? 

 

HANDY:  Right there on highway . . . It was on Highway 90, huh? 

 

LATOUR:  On Highway 90. 

 

HANDY:  He would bring us to the movies and it would be everybody because it was fifty 

cents. We'd put chairs on the back of the truck. 

 

LATOUR:  And I . . . The summer after he died we all learned how to swim at the Mossville 

pool. We'd swim every day sometimes twice a day. Everybody but Claudia. 
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PORTER:  She didn't learn. 

 

LATOUR:  She don't like water. But we . . . That summer we stayed at the pool. 

 

HANDY:  Do you . . . You may not believe this, but we could . . . I could. I don't know about 

the rest. I could always hear my daddy. When it was time to make a decision about doing right or 

wrong you could always hear it. You knew to do the right thing. 

 

LATOUR:  You must have been deaf that day you went to the courthouse. [laughs] 

 

HANDY:  What courthouse? Oh no I asked to go . . . 

 

LATOUR:  You were standing up for a cause. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. You see that was a cause. That's where I get that from. From him. But I 

asked to go to jail that day. I didn't go just to go. It was a purpose and a reason. 

 

PORTER:  [59:54]  They call to go to jail I say I'm going to my house. [All speaking at once 

in background]. They had a little protest at the little. . . When Ms. Rougeau and them left another 

family took the . . . and they said something derogatory to one of the young men in the 

neighborhood. So they do a protest and the police come with a paddy wagon and they asked my 

mama and my brother could they go to jail and they went to jail because they was fighting for 

they cause. [All speaking at one time]. 
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LATOUR:  That's how you got that I made it for you. 

 

JEFFERSON:  We also would go camping on the river. 

 

HANDY:  Oh yeah I remember that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Houston River? 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. Sometimes the little ones we wouldn't sleep out in the camp. They'd open 

the back of the truck and put our pallet there we'd sleep on it. 

 

HANDY:  Y'all didn't tell them about Daddy invented the first Suburban. 

 

LATOUR:  You want one of these? 

 

JOURDAN:  No. 

 

PORTER:  He . . . Whether he had a Suburban or not, it was nine in the truck. 

 

JEFFERSON:  I know what you mean. Yeah. He built a cab on the back of the truck. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Out of what? 
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JEFFERSON:  [1:00:47]  Wood or something. 

 

JOURDAN:  Wood [and tin?]. 

 

LATOUR:  His face good. That's a good picture. 

 

HANDY:  We would push his seat up. We had a bench there and then there was benches on 

the way back for all of us to go as a family to church or wherever we were going. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And I would hide every time. And then one time there was eight of us in 

the cab of a truck. 

 

PORTER:  It was eight of us plus the driver. 

 

JEFFERSON:  I was counting the driver. 

 

PORTER:  Oh you was counting the driver? 

 

HANDY:  [1:01:10]  We did some fun things together. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And we were just . . . They were just as happy. 

 

HANDY:  She wasn't, but we were. 
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JEFFERSON:  We were happy. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah we had a good childhood. 

 

PORTER:  We had a good family. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about home remedies like when you got stung by the wasp? Did 

your dad and mom have any kind of . . .? 

 

LATOUR:  [1:01:25]  We went to the doctor. 

 

HANDY:  Our daddy didn’t play with . . . 

 

HANDY:  He believed in the doctor. 

 

HANDY:  Because we had our brother had . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  He worked for the doctor so . . .  

 

HANDY:  It was free. And our brother had been sick and she had spinal meningitis. 

 

JEFFERSON:  No not spinal. Meningitis. 
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HANDY:  Meningitis. And so it was . . . Daddy waited to go to the . . . We had to go to the 

doctor. We had to go to the doctor. He did not do remedies on us. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He didn't grow any herbs in the garden or anything like that? 

 

HANDY:  [1:01:51]  Not . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  Yeah we did use some things. They would put some kind of . . . 

 

PORTER:  There weren't no herbs there. 

 

LATOUR:  The only thing I remember is tobacco on a wasp sting. 

 

HANDY:  Wasp sting, yeah. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And then they would also make a chain or something to put around the 

baby’s neck . . . 

 

HANDY:  Baby's neck for teething. 

 

PORTER:  Go out in the river and get the tea. 

 

LATOUR:  And maybe some Chamomile tea, or . . .  
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JEFFERSON:  This was before when they . . . After later when they came about they had 

modern things they used. But we used to drink some kind of tea. 

 

HANDY:  She might remember that. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:02:16]  And take castor oil to run the cold out. 

 

PORTER:  I loved castor oil. 

 

HANDY:  And we used to take the fish stuff. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And they would give you . . . 

 

PORTER:  That’s that red? [ . . .?] 

 

JOURDAN:  No castor oil is . . . 

 

LATOUR:  I hated castor oil. I used to gag and go throw mine up. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And they would also give you say like some whiskey with some warm 

whiskey and honey for your cough and your sore throat. 

 

HANDY:  [1:02:35]  And we would . . . Big Mama used to . . . What was that fish stuff we 
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used to take? 

 

PORTER:  That’s Scotch [?]. We used to take . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What's it called? 

 

PORTER:  Scotch and [?]. 

 

HANDY:  It was a fish oil. 

 

PORTER:  Oil. It was a bottle about that tall. They had a fisherman on it. 

 

HANDY:  She'd give you that every morning. 

 

PORTER:  I loved it. I loved it. 

 

HANDY:  Oh it was horrible. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of tea would they make? 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:02:51]  They would make tea with . . . 

 

HANDY:  They had a tea. It was a bitter tea. 
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JOURDAN:  They had a tea Big Mama made  . . . 

 

PORTER:  They would get out the trees the stuff. 

 

JOURDAN:  No the one they used to grow in the herbs. 

 

LATOUR:    They make one out of the moss side of the trees too. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah but I don't know . . . 

 

HANDY:  I'm trying to think of the one that . . . 

 

LATOUR:  I don't know what that one was called. 

 

HANDY:  Oh but it was bitter. 

 

JEFFERSON:  They would give you honey and maybe a couple drops of whiskey and 

something for the cough and they would use this [tally?] or something they used . . .  

 

PORTER:  [Tally?] . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  On your chest for colds. 
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ARSENEAULT:  What is tally? 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:03:17]  It was some kind . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  Sheep fat. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh okay. 

 

PORTER:  They cooked the fat. 

 

HANDY:  And our grandfather if you stuck a nail in your foot he'd put a hot [tally?] on it 

and then put a hot iron on it . . . A knife on it. For the . . . You didn't want to stick your [ . . .?] in 

there. You just didn’t want to do that. 

 

PORTER:  Okay. Do you have any specific questions you need to ask us? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah let's see . . . 

 

PORTER:  Because we done went over our childhood. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  About Mossville, what were the geographic boundaries? Like how did 

you know when you were leaving Mossville? 
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PORTER:  [1:03:48]  Okay. The railroad track on highway . . . this highway . . . on Prater, 

the highway . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  The highway 90 was . . . 

 

PORTER:  You were out of Mossville. 

 

JOURDAN:  You were out of Mossville. Going west to Sulphur you just . . .  

 

PORTER:  Got Post Oak Road there on . . . 

 

LATOUR:  No before that. 

 

HANDY:  By Mount Zion Church. 

 

LATOUR:  [1:04:07]  Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN:  About a mile past that. 

 

LATOUR:  By Ms. LaTour and them house. The last house in Mossville. 

 

JOURDAN:  LaTour and them was the last black house. 
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PORTER:  And the school was the one from . . . the boundary going toward Westlake. 

[phone ringing] 

 

HANDY:  No, no, no. Further down. 

 

LATOUR:  VCM Road. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:04:26]  Well we were children we really didn't go there. 

 

HANDY: We didn’t go to . . .  

 

LATOUR:  But I'll tell you what my perception of Mossville was Prater Road on to . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  Old Spanish Trail. 

 

LATOUR:  Old Spanish Trail and then so far down Old Spanish Trail until the end. Then Bel 

Air was over toward Westlake. 

 

HANDY:  That was another area. We always thought that wasn't Mossville. 

 

LATOUR:  I didn't really consider that Mossville. 

 

PORTER:  Because this is really Mossville. That was just our little place. Our community. 
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JEFFERSON:  They came way after we were here. 

 

HANDY:  Mossville . . . Because what I remember most about Mossville is being 

independent. We didn't have any government, or no agencies, no councilmens, no anything. We 

just did our own thing and was able to survive without having it depend on people to make to 

decisions for us. 

 

JEFFERSON:  The only thing we had was the police juryman, huh? 

 

HANDY:  Yeah whatever. 

 

PORTER:  I don't even remember if we had that back then. I don’t remember.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Who were the community leaders? 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah we always had a police juror. 

 

PORTER:  Mr. Jim [Johnson?]. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And Rigmaiden. 

 

LATOUR:  [Farbacher?] in Westlake. 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   98 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

HANDY:  [1:05:32]  Mr. Jim Johnson was the . . . 

 

PORTER:  Mr. Jim Johnson was the leader. She said the leaders in the community. 

 

LATOUR:  He was a mason. 

 

PORTER:  Mr. Jim Johnson. 

 

LATOUR:  He was a mason. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:05:39]  Jake Rigmaiden back long before . . . 

 

PORTER:  Who else? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What did they do that y'all knew that they were the community leaders? 

 

LATOUR:  We had the Masonic hall. It was a hall and Mr. Johnson would . . . He worked at 

Olin. And he would actually help people get jobs at Olin. He actually would have events at the 

Masonic hall for kids and like for holidays and stuff. They would see to it that we the people got 

stuff. Got groceries and toys and stuff. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Well I remember Mr. Rigmaiden. 
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LATOUR:  Mr. Rigmaiden was before my time. 

 

PORTER:  Not Mr. Jake. You're talking about Josh. Mr. Josh Rigmaiden. 

 

HANDY:  The one had the grocery store? 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:06:17]  The one had . . . Josh Rigmaiden. He had the grocery store and 

usually people . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  That was Mr. Jake. 

 

PORTER:  No that's Mr. Josh. 

 

JOURDAN:  Oh. 

 

JEFFERSON:  He had the grocery store . . . 

 

LATOUR:  [Lola Bell's?] husband? 

 

JEFFERSON:  Daddy . . . 

 

HANDY:  Her daddy. 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   100 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

JEFFERSON:  You . . . 

 

LATOUR:  That Mr. Josh was a junior? [Lola?] Bell's husband was a junior? 

 

PORTER:  [1:06:34]  No. We didn't say nothing about junior, baby. Mr. Josh Rigmaiden. 

 

LATOUR:  I know, but isn't that Lola Bell's husband, Josh? 

 

PORTER:  Josh is her daddy. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Lola Bell wasn't a Rigmaiden. She was a Rigmaiden by her maiden name. 

 

PORTER:  She's married to a James. 

 

LATOUR:  Oh okay. It was Josh James Rigmaiden. 

 

PORTER:  Her sister . . . Her son is named Josh. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:06:55]  If anybody had a problem or any [person?] they would just go 

to him and talk about it and that's how we learned . . . That’s how I learned when I was a child 

that he was one of the leaders in the community. 

 

LATOUR:  Oh and they forgot when you was talking about remedies there was a man. What 
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you call him [in the back?]? 

 

JOURDAN:  LeDoux. 

 

LATOUR:  Mr. LeDoux. He would treat people. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He was a treater? 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah. 

 

PORTER:  He’d treat you for worms and all kind of stuff. If you had worms . . .  

 

JOURDAN:     Toothaches. [. . .?] worms. 

 

HANDY:  Don't mention the worms. 

 

JOURDAN:  I don’t know nothing about the worms.  

 

HANDY:  Look we don't want that in there okay? 

 

PORTER:  But then you remember Mr. Ira Garrett that used to have a store across the track 

when you left Mossville? Mr. Ira Garrett, he was a leader too in the church. I guess that's . . . in 

the community. I think they were all kind of related. 
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JEFFERSON:  Some of the older people that was here when Mossville was developing. 

 

HANDY:  [1:07:46]  I think a lot of it too was in the church. They would take things to 

church and people . . . Because that's where we assembled. And we’d have it at . . . They'd bring 

it up in church. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And our father was instrumental in getting us to ride the school bus 

because when I was a little girl I'd walk so far and then I'd sat down. And I'd tell my brothers and 

sisters, "If . . . Y'all can't leave me here because my daddy will be really upset with y'all." So 

they would carry me to school. And then one day . . . 

 

PORTER:  [Pack her on they?] back. 

 

JEFFERSON:  My brother told my . . . told him he was tired. They say, "Tired of what?" 

He say, "Tired of carrying Kathy to school." So he decided to go to the school board and the 

school board man told him. Say, "No it's not a mile from where you live." He said, "I tell you 

what. You get in your car and you follow me and we're going to clock this." So the school board 

man got in the car, followed him, and they clocked it and my daddy was instrumental in us riding 

the school bus from Prater Road back when I was in the first or second grade to Mossville 

School. 

 

JOURDAN:  Exactly a mile. 
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PORTER:  Exactly a mile. And I was scared of the gully down there. And when you get to 

the gully I had to [ . . .?]. 

 

JEFFERSON:  She was scared of everything. 

 

LATOUR:  [1:09:00]  When you walk across it, yeah. 

 

HANDY:  I didn't say that, but my daddy and brother and I we were five, four, they had a 

kindergarten. The first kindergarten in Mossville and we were part of it. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Not the first. 

 

HANDY:  Big Mama had . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  No Big Mama was just a substitute teacher. 

 

LATOUR:  It was the first kindergarten at the school.  

 

HANDY:  Well no, it was at the church. 

 

LATOUR:  [1:09:23]  Okay. 

 

JOURDAN:  It wasn’t the first kindergarten. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   104 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

HANDY:  I thought . . . From my perception it was the first kindergarten. 

 

JOURDAN:  Because it's the first one you went. 

 

HANDY:  That's right. Why y'all telling me it's not the first one? It's the first one I went to. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Well say the first one that you went to. 

 

HANDY:  And my daddy was very proud of me graduating from kindergarten and he had to 

pay that. It wasn't free. My brother and I he had . . . What was it? Fifty cents a week? 

 

JOURDAN:  [1:09:46]  I don't know what it was. 

 

HANDY: Yeah it was . . .  

 

JEFFERSON:  It was more than that because we paid a dollar back in the day. 

 

HANDY:  Well I thought it was fifty cents. 

 

PORTER:  But our grandmother . . . we . . . They had a kindergarten at Mount Zion. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Mount Zion Baptist Church. 
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HANDY:  Oh I don't . . . Well that wasn’t in my day. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And we would go to school at eight o'clock. 

 

LATOUR:  What church yours was at? 

 

JEFFERSON:  And at ten o'clock I'd have to catch the bus. 

 

HANDY:  Was it [Pasadena?]? 

 

JOURDAN:  [Agrees], [Pasadena?]. 

 

JEFFERSON:  To come back to my grandmother's house because somebody didn't want 

to go to school. 

 

JOURDAN: Bel Air. 

 

HANDY:  In Bel Air Ms. Betty Williams was our teacher. 

 

JOURDAN: I got cut. You remember. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [Conversation continues in background]. And I liked going to school, but 

it was over at twelve so I had to bring home at ten the bus didn't pass back until twelve and 
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school was over. And I told my mom I'm tired of this. I want to go to school. If Karen don't want 

to go to school let her stay home. Then in kindergarten hers was free because my grandfather 

was paying a dollar and my parents had to pay for mine. So she would rob me of my education in 

kindergarten. So they let her drop out of kindergarten. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was there ever . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  A what? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  A Rosenwald school in Mossville? Did y'all ever here about a Rosenwald 

school? 

 

PORTER:  Rosenwald? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:10:41]  An old . . . The old school building. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Yeah there was an old school down there . . . 

 

PORTER:  The school building was still there when we were kids. 

 

LATOUR:  They say that was the first school here. 

 

JEFFERSON:  By the recreation center. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember what it looked like? 

 

JEFFERSON:  It was . . . 

 

PORTER:  Yeah I kind of remember, it had a lot of windows and . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:10:53]  It was white. 

 

JOURDAN:  White [agrees]. 

 

JEFFERSON:  All I remember, white and a lot of windows. 

 

JOURDAN:  Had kind of a square front. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where was it located? 

 

JEFFERSON:  On Old Spanish Trail close . . . 

 

PORTER:  Where the . . . 

 

HANDY:  Recreation . . . 

 

PORTER:  Right where the recreation and pool and stuff. 
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LATOUR:  [1:11:04]  I think I vaguely remember. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah that’s where . . . Along there. But they moved it. That was the same old 

buildings that they had. You remember white buildings at Mossville School? 

 

LATOUR:  At Mossville? That was the same buildings? 

 

JOURDAN:  That was the same old buildings. 

 

LATOUR:  Oh okay. 

 

HANDY:  [1:11:15]  Oh it was kind of by the . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Y'all all attending Mossville Elementary? 

 

JEFFERSON:  Mossville High. 

 

LATOUR:  But we didn't all graduated from there. 

 

JEFFERSON:  One through twelve. 

 

LATOUR:  Integration we got shipped to Sulphur High. 
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PORTER:  She was the last . . . [indicates Jefferson] 

 

JOURDAN:  It was in high school. 

 

PORTER:  She was the last class. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

JEFFERSON:  1969. 

 

PORTER:  [1:11:30]  I was the first one to go to Sulphur High from this area. First class. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was that like? 

 

JOURDAN:  That was good about going to school. At one time we had . . . 

 

PORTER:  We cried, and cried, because it was like fifteen hundred students. It was . . . and 

right when they came down the center road everybody lived on this side of the street had to go to 

Sulphur High, and everybody on that side had to go to Westlake down Prater. It was eleven of 

us. The bus would come pick us up. 

 

LATOUR:  She cried until she went to Westlake and then she was glad to go to Sulphur. 
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PORTER:  I cried. We went to Westlake to school. We decided we wasn't going to Sulphur. 

So we go to Westlake. 

 

HANDY:  So they say, "Get your own transportation." 

 

PORTER:  Your own transportation. And we went to Westlake, but then they come in one 

morning we got to . . . 

 

HANDY:  Our mom . . . 

 

PORTER:  Our mom took us to school and we got there they rushed us into assembly to get 

us all . . . not assembly, the auditorium because they had people out there with ropes and stuff. 

 

HANDY:  Ropes and chains hanging on the trees and they said they were going to kill some 

of us today. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:12:21]  Nooses and things. 

 

HANDY:  Right. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. So we . . . Then when that happened we went back to Sulphur. We was glad 

to be in Sulphur. 
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HANDY:  They had a riot. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  There was less of that in Sulphur? 

 

LATOUR:  Sulphur . . . We didn't have no trouble when we went. 

 

HANDY:  [1:12:31]  When we went back we . . . Mr. Moses wanted to know why we was   

. . . wanted to go to Westlake so bad. And he sit down . . . 

 

LATOUR:  He was the principal at Sulphur. 

 

HANDY:  He sit down . . . Yeah. Billy Moses. He sit down and he talked with all of us and 

he rearranged our schedules. He said, "I'm going to make you as comfortable as I can make you 

at this school. So he put . . . We said we didn't like being the only black in the class. But yeah 

there probably wasn't but twenty-five of us at that school. So he rearranged schedules so in most 

of our classes at least we'd have a black . . . Another black student in the classroom with us. And 

we were grateful that we had gone to Sulphur because we didn't have any problems. None at all. 

 

PORTER:  [1:13:13]  He didn't allow it . . . The principal. 

 

LATOUR:  They say he had an assembly like beforehand and had talked to the kids and told 

him he wasn't going to tolerate it. 
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PORTER:  He didn't allow . . . And everybody was so nice to us. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Why was it different in Westlake? 

 

PORTER:  Well it was  . . . most of our kids . . . 

 

JOURDAN:        More black kids over there. I guess they thought . . . 

 

HANDY:  From that side on back it was more black children. 

 

PORTER:  Going so we wanted to be with our classmates. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah they had a couple, yeah but . . . 

 

LATOUR:  No, she said why was it different. I think the demographics was different. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  The social economic group was different. 

 

HANDY:  Right. Exactly. 
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LATOUR:  And it just . . . Sulphur just took it better than Westlake. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah and that's basically what it was. It was a different class. 

 

JOURDAN:  I don’t think they had so many blacks going there. 

 

HANDY:  Going there. It was at Westlake. It was a threat. 

 

JOURDAN:  [1:13:55]  They was a threat to people. 

 

HANDY:  And then the teachers. The teachers from . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  But at Sulphur didn't have but a few of us so it wasn't that big of a deal. 

 

HANDY:  Then the teachers from Mossville High School also were working at Westlake. 

 

LATOUR:  Some of them went to Sulphur. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. A few was Sulphur but most of them was at Westlake. 

 

PORTER:  But it was much easier on us after we went back to Sulphur. 

 

HANDY:  I remember going to a class with Ms. Rogers . . . Everybody know Ms. Rogers. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Was this at Mossville High? 

 

HANDY:  [1:14:19]  No in Westlake. We actually . . . 

 

JOURDAN: We’re talking about Mossville. We need to get back to Mossville though.  

 

PORTER:  Mossville closed the year she graduated [indicates Jefferson] that was the last 

class. And then I was the first class went to . . . the integration. We went to Sulphur. 

 

HANDY:  The first ones. 

 

PORTER:  They went to Maplewood. 

 

HANDY:  No I didn't go to Maplewood. I went to Sulphur High. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Y'all never went to Mossville High School? 

 

HANDY:  Yeah I went. 

 

LATOUR:  Back then it was elementary through, but they called it high school. But first 

through twelfth. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I see. I see. 
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JOURDAN:  [1:14:47]  At one time it was probably seven of us in school at the same time. 

 

PORTER:  Did y'all go to Mossville at all? 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah.  

 

HANDY:  I went to Mossville first grade through ninth grade. We integrated to Sulphur 

High my tenth grade year. 

 

LATOUR:  Seventh grade when I switched. [All speaking at once]. 

 

PORTER:  I was a senior when we went. 

 

JOURDAN:  And I was in the eighth . . . I was in the ninth. 

 

LATOUR:  I was in . . . 

 

HANDY:  You was a senior or a sophomore? 

 

PORTER:  I was a senior. 

 

HANDY:  Oh I was a sophomore. 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   116 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

LATOUR:  I was in the eighth grade. I started school at Mossville.  

 

HANDY:  [1:15:08]  We all did. 

 

LATOUR:  We had been at school for like a whole week. This was like maybe a year after 

integration. We were in school like a whole week. We never got books. So I told Mama I didn't 

want to just keep waiting around and she put us in Maplewood if we wanted to go. So me and 

[Gayla?] was the first one to go, huh?  

 

HANDY:  To Maplewood? 

 

LATOUR:  Then you came the next year? 

 

PORTER:  [Or did all of you go?]? 

 

LATOUR:  We all went at the same time. 

 

HANDY:  [1:15:31]  The same time. 

 

LATOUR:  No because me and [Gayla?] and Jim Milton was the only three blacks at 

Maplewood when we first went there. 

 

JOURDAN:  No we had already went there. We was already there. 
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LATOUR:  Yeah but y'all had done left. 

 

JOURDAN:  We had done left. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah. But the year I went it was just me, [Gayla?], and Jim Milton. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah. 

 

PORTER:  [1:15:48] So we really was part of that move, believe it or not. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah a big part of it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Is there any particular memory that stands out to you about that time or? 

 

HANDY:  My memory that . . .  I always say is we didn't want to close Mossville High 

School. We wanted equal books. We did not want another school. We wanted the same books 

everybody else was getting. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You were getting used books? 

 

HANDY:  We were not . . . Old books. 

 

LATOUR:  Old. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   118 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

JOURDAN:  Used. 

 

HANDY:  The books that . . . The old editions. The other schools had the new editions. And 

the thing that . . . I don't even know why that actually the teachers that we had they loved us. 

They actually loved us. 

 

JOURDAN:  Not all of them.  

 

HANDY:  You had . . . Did a few things. [laughs] 

 

LATOUR:  So bad, Pres. You made it hard to love you. [laughs] 

 

HANDY:  But anyway they loved us and they wanted us to be educated, so they would get 

material to bring it to school so we would have an equal playing field. But that's the thing I 

remember. I didn't care to go to another school I just wanted to have the same material all the 

other kids had. 

 

PORTER:  [1:16:52]  You know something else, too? When we went to Sulphur High it 

didn't matter what you turned your homework in on. You could have done it on brown paper 

long as you did it. But in Mossville we had to have it in order and you had to write correctly and 

. . . 

 

HANDY:  It was different. 
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PORTER:  So it was a difference in . . . 

 

HANDY:  And I remember. . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Standards. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN: Wasn’t nothing [to turn in.?] 

 

HANDY:  [1:17:08]  I remember when I went to Sulphur High from Mossville Mr. 

[Arfray?] was the algebra teacher at Mossville High School. And he didn't let you sit down from 

the board until you made that problem even if you had to skip your next class you had to do that 

problem until you understood it. And when we went to Sulphur High my homeroom teacher was 

an algebra teacher. And when we got our first report cards he asked . . . It was my cousin and I 

were in there because we were J's, the Jourdans, and he asked us where did we learn algebra 

because he couldn't believe we were coming there making A's and B's in algebra. So he wanted 

to know . . . So when he said that I looked him and I said, "At Mossville High School."  

 

JOURDAN:  I didn’t get [?] 

 

LATOUR:  Me either. 
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HANDY:  And he say, "Oh I didn't realize y'all had algebra." 

 

LATOUR:  . . . Maplewood and I didn't learn diddly. 

 

HANDY:  So you see what I'm saying, we needed the equal books. We didn't need to close 

our school because when you close a school you close a community. The school is the 

community. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have favorite teachers? 

 

HANDY:  [1:18:11]  Oh yeah. Oh you don't want to hear about my favorite teachers. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Who was your favorite teacher? 

 

HANDY:  All of them. 

 

LATOUR:  Ms. Lemelle of course. 

 

HANDY:  She came ate biscuits with us, breakfast, and all of them. 

 

PORTER:  All our teachers. I liked all our teachers. 

 

HANDY:  All of our teachers to be honest. 
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PORTER:  You have a favorite, Preston? 

 

JOURDAN:  Ms. Lemelle. I didn’t like all my teachers.  

 

HANDY:  They all . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Me either. I didn't like Mr. [Reader?]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was her first name? 

 

HANDY:  [1:18:29]  [Josey?] Parker Lemelle. I was in her class. She graduated from 

Grambling and that was her first job. 

 

PORTER:  I think Ms. Paige . . . 

 

HANDY:  But all of our teachers wanted us in their class. [Talking in background]. All the 

teachers at Mossville wanted the Jourdan children in their class. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Why was that? 

 

HANDY:  Because we were well disciplined. We knew how to do things and we went to 

school to get an education and not to play. 
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JOURDAN:  You definitely was well disciplined. 

 

HANDY:  Because they knew our daddy was going to come if he needed to be there or if he 

. . . Because he was not there every day with foolishness, but when he needed to come to school 

he was coming. And that's . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  Everybody but me. I told the teacher, my daddy said back in the days they 

used to whip, I said my daddy say you can't whip me. 

 

PORTER:  I got whippings at school, too. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah me too. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And the teacher came to my house and he said . . . 

 

HANDY:  Which teacher was that? 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:19:20]  Gayton and Paige and them. 

 

HANDY:  Oh yeah. I didn't like them. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And they said he told them, "Yes you can whip Kathy. But she better not 

come home with no marks on her." 
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HANDY:  And he meant that. 

 

JEFFERSON:  So . . . 

 

LATOUR:  The only thing I got whippings for was like if I did something . . . 

 

PORTER:  I got whippings for math, me. 

 

LATOUR:  [1:19:40]  I got whippings for spelling. 

 

PORTER:  With the little peewee stick. Y'all never had that whipping? 

 

LATOUR:  I always was the one keeping . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  Mr. [Hargrave?] gave you my grade in algebra. 

 

PORTER:  You say that. You don't know if that's the truth or not. 

 

JEFFERSON:  That's the truth. 

 

PORTER:  You can't add nothing. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Algebra ain't adding. 
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HANDY:  You know what teacher I didn't really like, and I hate to say that, you remember 

Ms. Valentine from Westlake? 

 

LATOUR:  [1:20:01]  Now you didn't have to say that. Strike that off. 

 

PORTER:  Strike that off. 

 

HANDY:  No, but she was so mean. 

 

JEFFERSON:  She was. 

 

HANDY:  She was a mean lady. 

 

PORTER:  Y'all don't say that. 

 

JOURDAN:  Don't say that on there. 

 

HANDY:  Oh she was mean. I just . . . and I'm not . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  You don't want to say that on . . . 

 

PORTER:  Strike that off. 
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HANDY:  Oh I don't care if they put . . . It's the truth. 

 

JOURDAN:  You don’t want to put that on there. 

 

HANDY:  She was a mean teacher. 

 

LATOUR:  Strike that off. I done took care of her since her old age in home health. 

 

HANDY:  [1:20:21]  Oh she's still living? 

 

LATOUR:  She was in Lake Charles. 

 

JEFFERSON:  That's probably why she was . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about favorites? Ms. Rogers, I know a lot of people . . . 

 

PORTER:  Like Ms. Rogers, yeah. 

 

JEFFERSON:  I liked Ms. Rogers. She was very . . . I wish I'd have just listened to her 

when she was teaching. 

 

HANDY: She was teaching that English, baby.  
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PORTER:  And I have another teacher Ms. Jones. I liked Ms. Jones. 

 

LATOUR:  Y'all know y'all liked Ms. Audrey Prater. 

 

PORTER:  Ms. Ava. 

 

LATOUR:  Oh Ms. Ava Prater. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Oh yes Ms. Ava was . . . 

 

HANDY:  I liked my first grade teacher and second grade teacher and my third grade 

teacher. 

 

PORTER:  That’s what I say all our teachers were good. They all . . . Like they all cared. 

 

HANDY:  My fourth grade teacher. Ms. [Armstead?] from . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  Your favorite? 

 

HANDY:  [1:20:50]  All of those were my favorite. I had a lot of favorite teachers. 

 

LATOUR:  You know what? You know why? Because we were never in Ms. Armstead's 

room . . . or Armstrong. That's why. 
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JEFFERSON:  Ms. Armstrong was my teacher and I liked her. 

 

HANDY:  I ain't saying nothing. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did all the teachers have . . . Were from Grambling or? 

 

PORTER:  Most of them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Graduates. 

 

JOURDAN:  Grambling or Southern. 

 

HANDY:  I think they probably had more Grambling. 

 

PORTER:  We had several like Ms. Paige and Ms. [Gayton?] was fresh out of Grambling and 

she wasn't much older than us. 

 

HANDY:  Ms. Parker was, too. When they came now they had just graduated. Good . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you know that they were that young? 

 

PORTER:  [1:21:20]  No because they didn't carrying themselves like  . . . They were 

demanding your respect in their classroom and you did. But they were young. 
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HANDY:  They were very young. 

 

LATOUR:  We didn't know until we went out with them on Friday night. [laughs] 

 

HANDY:  Strike that! 

 

LATOUR:  I'm just clowning. 

 

HANDY:  No that's not true. 

 

LATOUR:  That's not true. I'm clowning. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Speaking of . . . What did people do on Friday nights like the young 

adults? Or . . .  

 

PORTER:  We used to have a teen time we would call it. 

 

HANDY:  Bubba Lutcher. Y'all don't remember Bubba Lutcher? 

 

LATOUR:  [1:21:45]  Had a club right over here, the Paradise. 

 

HANDY:  Bubba Lutcher. 
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PORTER:  We didn't go to no Paradise. 

 

LATOUR:  I know girl I'm just clowning. 

 

PORTER:  We was friends with the girls that daddy owned the Paradise and we could go 

there over to their house, but their daddy wouldn't let us go in the club. 

 

HANDY:  A lot of times we didn't do a lot of stuff though because . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  We would try to find us a job for that night. 

 

LATOUR:  You know what we do? 

 

HANDY:  Our daddy don’t let us entertain when he was living we didn't do all that kind of 

stuff. 

 

LATOUR:  We sit around and wait for Jimmy to hit that ditch. [laughs] 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:22:11]  We would go to the football games. Now that's what we really 

. . . 

 

HANDY:  But we didn't . . . 
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JEFFERSON:  Friday night was football game night or basketball game night or 

something like that. 

 

PORTER:  We knew we had teen time.  

 

JOURDAN:  Had teen time . . .  

 

HANDY:  Bubba Lutcher was the DJ. 

 

JEFFERSON:  I never had no rhythm so I didn't . . . 

  

HANDY:  Yeah Bubba Lutcher was the DJ at the recreation center. You remember you won 

the [horse?] contest? 

 

JOURDAN:  It was on the radio. 

 

PORTER:  Oh okay. 

 

HANDY:  You remember the dance the horse? 

 

PORTER:  No they don't remember about that. 

 

HANDY:  He the king of the horse. 
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JOURDAN:  Don't know nothing about the horse. 

 

HANDY:  [1:22:37]  The horse. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What is that? 

 

HANDY:  That's the dance. 

 

JOURDAN:  That's a dance. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh what other dances were there? 

 

JEFFERSON:  The twist. 

 

JOURDAN:  The twist, yeah. They had . . . We did them all. Boogaloo. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah the boogaloo. Yeah sure did. Swing out and . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:22:51]  Didn't they have a chicken or something? 

 

PORTER:  Do the funky chicken yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  The bird. They had the bird. 
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HANDY:  And what's  . . . That was the bird? 

 

LATOUR:  [agrees] 

 

PORTER:  They had all kind of stuff. We had a good life in Mossville. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. We really did. 

 

PORTER:  I love Mossville. 

 

JEFFERSON:  I like it because we didn't live in government housing. 

 

HANDY:  Our daddy . . . 

 

PORTER:  In the projects. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Well I didn't really want to say projects, but I just say government 

housing because to me those people that come out of those government houses . . . 

 

LATOUR:  [1:23:17]  Strike the record. But nobody in Mossville had government houses. 

 

JEFFERSON:  But I mean as my traveling through the United States I appreciate 

Mossville. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   133 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

LATOUR:  She appreciated the ruralness of it. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  We wasn't an inner city and in a confined compartments living a life of doing 

without and poverty. We had plenty of everything. 

 

PORTER:  Poor but we wasn't poor. 

 

HANDY:  We were . . . poor but we didn't know how poor we were. You understand what 

we saying? Yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  I didn't know we was poor for a long time. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You didn't have money, but you always had food to eat. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. We always had everything we needed. And our daddy and mama never let 

us know if the light bill was going to be turned off. If the water . . . We never knew anything 

about any of that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  When did water come to Mossville? 

 

HANDY:  [1:24:07]  Wow. 
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UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  Lord, I was grown.  

 

JEFFERSON:  It should have never . . . 

 

HANDY:  We was big. 

 

PORTER:  We was grown. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 

 

PORTER:  I had my own house when it came to Mossville. 

 

HANDY:  You was living right there? 

 

PORTER:  In a trailer. Living in a trailer right there. 

 

JOURDAN:  That ain't the water that's . . . The big water ain't the water. The water is the water 

they had in Bel Air which regular little wells is the one made people sick. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah we had . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  It ain't the big . . . 
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HANDY:  Wait a minute which water are we talking about? 

 

PORTER:  [1:24:30]  You ain't talking about the big water tower. 

 

LATOUR:  He's talking about the well water. 

 

PORTER:  That's the water she talking about. When did we have running . . . the water to 

come . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN:  You talking about the city water right? 

 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  [1:24:39]  Yeah. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah that was . . . 

 

PORTER:  I was grown because I had to buy a meter. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So you grew up with well water? 

 

LATOUR:  Well water. 
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JOURDAN: That’s right.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  How'd it . . . How'd you know if it was clean? Did it ever get dirty? 

 

PORTER:  No we had . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Oh the well water was good. 

 

JOURDAN:  We had . . . We actually bought water from the store. From Ms. Rougeau's. We 

had a line running from their well. We didn't have a well. 

 

PORTER:  [1:25:00]  Well okay. I know we had running water in the house. 

 

JOURDAN:  And that's how we got water. 

 

LATOUR:  But Big Mama, our grandparents and them, had one of the best wells around 

because you remember everybody would go there and wash their clothes and stuff because their 

water was better and they would stay white. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How was it better? 

 

HANDY:  Because it was probably deeper. 
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LATOUR:  Deeper. The deeper you go the better your water is. 

 

HANDY:  But I remember having . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  I remember we had a pump. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. Pour water. They'd prime it to get the water out. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Then we also had an outhouse. 

 

HANDY:  [1:25:30]  Yes we sure did. 

 

LATOUR:  Now that was before my time. Hallelujah. Thank you Jesus. 

 

PORTER:  We had an outhouse. 

 

HANDY:  I know we had that. We had to put Clorox in that thing. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Treat it? 

 

HANDY:  Yes. We had to keep it clean. Clorox because our mama was very particular. You 

just didn't . . . 
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LATOUR:  They got a bathroom right when I was . . . 

 

PORTER:  I was so glad they got a bathroom in the house I didn't know what to do. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  When was that? 

 

HANDY:  [1:25:50]  We was probably kids. 

 

LATOUR:  It had to be past 1957 because I was already born. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah we got water. We weren't long without water in our house. 

 

LATOUR:  No I'm talking about a bathroom. 

 

PORTER:  Bathroom. But I remember taking . . . Having to fix the kids water in a big tub so 

I don't know. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah I took a bath in the big tub but then probably when I was like maybe four or 

five . . . No five or six we got water. 

 

JOURDAN:  We had running water. 

 

LATOUR:  I mean we got a bathroom. 
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LATOUR:  Was that the night Felton got burned? 

 

JEFFERSON:  Somebody always getting burned at your house. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah because he got burned by that heater in the bathroom. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:26:26]  You too got burned by a heater. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. I did. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it one of those metal grates that you turn on and light with a match? 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah. That’s all we had when we was kids. 

 

HANDY:  Kids yeah. We didn't have no central . . .  

 

JEFFERSON:  Well I was so happy when we got our first air conditioner. 

 

HANDY:  When we got our TV. We were some of the first people to get a TV. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Pawpaw Lemelle had the first TV in the neighborhood. 

 

HANDY:  Oh did he? 
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PORTER:  It was black and white. But we got the first TV when me and Charles, the colored 

one. Whenever we got married. 

 

JEFFERSON:  What you laughing at Preston? 

 

HANDY:  [1:26:57]  Because I say TV I guess. 

 

PORTER:  Everybody come to Mama’s house to see the TV. 

 

JOURDAN:  It's just [ . . .?]. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  What? Keep it to yourself? 

 

JOURDAN:  I don't want that on [ . . .?].  

 

PORTER:  [laughs] Pres, you talking about the air conditioner? 

 

LATOUR:  He did something else. 

 

HANDY:  We always had air conditioning.  

 

LATOUR:  Talking about the first air conditioning. Daddy had air conditioning. 
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JOURDAN:  No, we didn't have no air conditioning. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah but them fans was like air conditioning. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah. 

 

HANDY:  That's a . . . They say inside joke. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Inside. Got it. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Oh that's funny? 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah that’s funny. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about the plants? When did they start moving in? 

 

HANDY:  [1:27:32]  The plants? 

 

JEFFERSON:  I remember them in the first grade. 

 

JOURDAN:  When we was kids. 

 

HANDY:  They were here when we were over here. 
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LATOUR:  Because they used to explode like every month or so they'd have an explosion and 

all the windows would rattle at the house. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do you remember about that? 

 

LATOUR:  And then we'd all run out and just see the sky all lit up. 

 

HANDY:  We knew it was dangerous. We'd wonder who got hurt. It was always a smell in 

the air. But that's all I remember about it. 

 

JOURDAN:  [1:27:02]  Yeah. [ . . .?] all the time. 

 

LATOUR:  But Mama . . . 

 

PORTER:  We had uncles and things that worked there. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah. But Mama used to say it wasn't nothing around here until refineries came. 

And she'd say that all the time. It wasn’t nothing. The refineries were good for the community. 

 

HANDY:  Community. 

 

PORTER:  It was a lot of men in Mossville worked at the plant. Cities Service. Uncle Brock 

worked at . . . 
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LATOUR:  Continental. 

 

PORTER:  . . . continental, yeah. It was Continental back then. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do y'all remember about the spill in the Bel Air area? 

 

HANDY:  The what? The spill? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was there a spill? 

 

HANDY:  [1:28:35]  I don't think I was living here. 

 

JOURDAN:  That's the water. 

 

PORTER:   That's what you talking about. The water was bad. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah. 

 

PORTER:  I don't remember that. Who . . .? 

 

JOURDAN:  It wasn't a . . . It was a spill, but it just was . . . 

 

PORTER:  It was kind of confined to that area. 
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JOURDAN:  Yeah. And it was just not one big spill. It was just spilled over the time. 

 

LATOUR:  Over the years. 

 

JOURDAN:  Over the years. Seeped in the ground. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you know what plant it was? 

 

PORTER:  [1:28:57]  I think it was . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  It was . . . 

 

PORTER:   It probably was the one that bought this out. Mossville out. What is it? 

 

JOURDAN:  It was the Vista and . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah it was Vista then. 

 

JOURDAN:  Vista and Conoco back then. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. It wasn't no particular one it was just them on that end. 

 

JOURDAN:  Right. 
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PORTER:  [1:29:14]  But it wasn't . . . It was in the water I guess. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah what happened . . . 

 

PORTER:  Don’t know too much about Bel Air. 

 

JOURDAN:  It seeped in the ground and then . . .  

 

HANDY: That was [. . .?] community. 

 

JOURDAN:  No, it wasn't. It seeped in the ground and it just floated into your water table. And 

when they dug a shallow well, they would dig like a fifty foot, seventy-five foot well and you'd 

have . . . That's the way they got water. Naturally the stuff going to be in it. That's why people 

get confused that the water . . . That’s why I was telling you it's not the water coming out of the 

water tower. It was the water that people had them [shallow] wells. 

 

HANDY:  So we probably drank that at Mossville High School. 

 

PORTER:  But we never had no . . . A lot of dealing with it . . . 

 

HANDY:  We had a big well. 

 

PORTER:  [1:30:01]  Bel Air. 
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LATOUR:  No we didn't. 

 

PORTER:  We had one set of cousins lived there and we got to their house but . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  We call Bel Air down behind the school. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. 

 

HANDY:  Now we went to the Mossville School from little, but we didn’t have . . . 

 

PORTER:  We didn't have no . . . nothing to do with . . .  

 

LATOUR:  We just would see the people at school. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah I ran around back there. 

 

HANDY:  [1:30:16]  Oh he ran around. 

 

LATOUR:  For a boy naturally. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Who lived in Bel Air? What families? 

 

PORTER:  Thibodaux’s. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   147 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

JOURDAN:  Brown's. Thibodaux’s. 

 

HANDY:  Zachary's. 

 

LATOUR:  Miles. 

 

HANDY:   What did the . . . 

 

PORTER:  [The Moutons?] 

 

LATOUR:  The Murrays. [Dohans?] 

 

PORTER:  [1:30:34]  The Smiths. 

 

LATOUR:  Smiths. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Bryants. 

 

HANDY:  [Ritos?]? Was it Ritos? 

 

LATOUR:  Ritos. Rigmaidens. 

 

PORTER:  Mister . . . Lived next door to Miss [Converse?] and them. What they names was? 
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HANDY:  Thibodauxs. They was Thibodaux. 

 

PORTER:  No Brenda. 

 

HANDY:  Coles. Yeah. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Well she going to have a hard time sorting all this out. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. This a lot. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Okay. Next question please. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I have to ask. What do you remember about the first buyouts? 

 

JOURDAN:  First what? 

 

HANDY:  [1:31:03]  The first buyouts? 

 

PORTER:  We didn't have no . . . 

 

LATOUR:  Well it didn't affect us too much because that's Bel Air. 

 

JOURDAN:  That was . . . They didn't buy on this end. It was all Bel Air and actually first 
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buyouts . . . 

 

HANDY:  The people did well. 

 

JOURDAN:  People did well. 

 

PORTER:  I think they probably got more money than we got. 

 

LATOUR:  Oh yeah. They did.  

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah they did because that's the part of the plant . . . now they had . . . There's two 

different buyouts now. They had a buyout when they had the spill. From the spill they had a 

buyout. Then they came back if anybody was left they had a buyout for the new project. But both 

buyouts was good. 

 

PORTER:  For the people. 

 

JOURDAN:  Right. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:31:43]  So there was one and then . . . So there's three? Because then 

Sasol? Or two total? 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah. 
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ARSENEAULT:  So three total? 

 

HANDY:  [agrees] 

 

PORTER:  It’s three total. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So Vista did two? 

 

LATOUR:  Two. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. Okay. I was just trying to sort that out. 

 

JEFFERSON:  They fared much better because this was "voluntary." 

 

JOURDAN:  On this end. 

 

HANDY:  On this end, yeah. They didn't need us in other words. 

 

JEFFERSON:  That's so they could give you less money. You couldn't demand anything. 

If you voluntarily doing something they going to give you what they want to give you. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:32:11]  So they had to shut Bel Air down. 
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LATOUR: Hmm? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They had to shut . . .  

 

PORTER:  [In between?] the people . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah, Bel Air had to be shut down. 

 

PORTER:  They got really . . . I think they got more money than us. 

 

HANDY:  Well we know they did. 

 

JOURDAN:  Oh yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:   What was the community's reaction to the neighborhood being . . .? 

 

HANDY:  This . . .? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was Mossville's like reaction? 

 

JOURDAN:  They was really upset about the . . . When they found out about the spills. 

 

HANDY:  [1:32:32]  Because they couldn't very well . . . 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jourdan Family          4700.2668          Tape 4625                                                                   152 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

JOURDAN:  Yeah just about everybody . . .  

 

HANDY:  And it was included in that. 

 

JOURDAN:  Everybody that went to school down there and everything could have been 

affected by it. 

 

HANDY:  Well we probably were we just . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  And it was and it had a lot of people lived in Bel Air part that had cancer. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah a lot of them had cancer. It's a lot of people in this area died with cancer, 

too. And it could be it's [ . . .?] down here. You don't know how [ . . .?]. 

 

HANDY:  Oh it’s here because that . . . The plants when they give off those fumes . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  The water table keeps going. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah it's going to be on the ground on the soil. 

 

PORTER:  It could really be all the way to Sulphur. You just don’t know where exactly it all 

went. 
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JEFFERSON:  [1:33:10]  I just think it was unfair. The whole situation. And I think 

some of it was because of politics. Politicians and I know about undercover and all that kind of 

things so I don't trust any of them because it's . . . They sit back and they study. While we here 

sitting here giving this interview they sitting by studying how they can beat somebody else out of 

something. The Europeans always came here and wanted to take over. Nobody is as good as 

them. Nobody is as smart as them. And usually the person with the most money is the person that 

gets ahead. That's my take. But money talks and America is based off of . . . Used to be based off 

of your faith and what. It's not based off what our forefathers built. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. This country . . .  

 

JEFFERSON:  Created us to be. 

 

LATOUR:  It's based off if you read history it's based off exactly what our forefathers 

intended because they gained America through cheating other people. 

 

PORTER:  The Indians. 

 

LATOUR:  Not only the Indians, but even back in history the way the . . .  What you call 

that? The amendments and all that was written. 

 

JEFFERSON:  So they can . . . 
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LATOUR:  It was to get stuff out of people. It's not really fair from the beginning. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:34:32]  Okay. 

 

LATOUR:  Jefferson and all of them. They did stuff that they never should have done. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How did the plant inform the community that there had been something 

spilled in the water? Spilled in the ground? 

 

JEFFERSON:  I was out of the state. 

 

JOURDAN:  I don't think they did. 

 

LATOUR:  [1:34:47]  I think the people start investigating. 

 

 
JOURDAN:  People started investigating yeah. 
 
 
 
HANDY:  Because people were getting . . . I think they were getting sick right? 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah and the finally figured it out that something was wrong. Then they come 

out with it. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. 
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JOURDAN:  They didn't come out with it right off. 

 

HANDY:  Didn’t come to your house and tell you. 

 

JOURDAN:  No they didn't come out with it until somebody else had blew the whistle. 

 

LATOUR:  [1:35:06]  As people learned about environmental hazards then they start 

comparing. Yeah they got a lot of people getting cancer around here. So then they went and 

checked into it with somebody who knew about the environmental things and then they 

approached the refineries. That's my understanding, now. 

 

JEFFERSON:  And I want to back up about the buyout. One thing that was even to me 

was totally . . . 

 

PORTER:  Which buyout you talking about? 

 

JEFFERSON:  I'm talking about the voluntary buyout. If you owned a house . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Sasol's buyout. 

 

JEFFERSON:  [1:35:38]  Yeah. If you owned a house and if you didn't live in the house 

they cut you automatically 25,000 dollars because one of the descendants or the person that 

owned the house didn't live in there. That was totally to me [unquestionable?] because if you 
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own a house that could have been part of your income. So they rob you of your income plus your 

25,000 dollars. So that's why I say it was totally unfair. And I couldn't do anything about it 

because I couldn't hire an attorney to fight it and you wouldn't want to fight a big company. 

 

JOURDAN:  That ain't exactly right though. 

 

JEFFERSON:  What? 

 

JOURDAN:  I ain't going to say nothing. 

 

JEFFERSON:  No, no. Go ahead. 

 

HANDY:  My house is still there. 

 

JEFFERSON:  No . . . They did cut us down. 

 

JOURDAN:  They did cut you Kat, but the way you said it wasn't just right. But that’s alright. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The Victorian style? I always look at that one. 

 

JOURDAN:  Anything else you need to know? Because I got to run. 

 

PORTER:  [1:36:31]  Get back to work. 
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ARSENEAULT:  We can always reschedule too if you need to. I mean I have a lot of 

questions here. I guess I could ask one kind of further back. So Martin Luther King and President 

Kennedy. Do y'all remember  . . . What do y'all remember about that time? 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah. Violent. 

 

HANDY:  I was in sixth grade when Kennedy got killed. 

 

JOURDAN:  I was in third grade. 

 

LATOUR:  I remember when Kennedy got killed. It was the saddest thing. 

 

JOURDAN:  Where you was and . . . 

 

JEFFERSON:  We were at school. 

 

HANDY:  It was a very sad day. The whole school was . . . We were all broke up. 

 

LATOUR:  [1:37:03]  You know what I always attribute that . . . I compare it to in my mind 

that's how I have it set. Like when my daddy died and when President Kennedy died. It was three 

years apart, but to me that was the same event. 

 

HANDY:  Two honest men. They were honest men.  
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LATOUR:  You know what I'm saying? Then Martin Luther King when he got killed too that 

was just . . . For somebody to take his life that was really sad. And his children to be without a 

daddy. I guess because . . . 

 

HANDY:  We were out of a daddy at an early age so it kind of affected us. 

 

PORTER:  It kind of made us think about what the kids were going through because we had 

been through it. 

 

HANDY:  We could feel they pain. I think it's really the worst for somebody to take they 

life. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Carol. 

 

HANDY:  Because they just . . . You know they was just doing what God had sent them here 

to do. 

 

JEFFERSON:  I think it was just a hateful . . . It showed you how much hate was . . . 

 

HANDY:  People . . . yeah. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Actually in the world.  
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HANDY:  America. 

 

LATOUR:  [1:37:59]  And have we really changed? 

 

HANDY:  We haven't really changed yeah. 

 

LATOUR:  Because to me what's going on with [Donald] Trump is only bringing up how 

much hate there is in the world. For all the people whose following him they are hate seekers and 

mongers because he's addressing it, but they the ones that's following him. You know what I 

mean? So that's showing still there's a lot of hate. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you have any memories of protesting? I know you said Mossville . . . 

You didn't really leave. You had everything you needed here. 

 

LATOUR:  Yeah we protested.  

 

HANDY:  But we don't want it on record. [laughs] If we tell you we may have to kill you. 

 

PORTER:  So what happened while I was gone? What you laughing at? 

 

KIM MCKEE:  Y'all crying? 

 

JEFFERSON:  Get out of here Kim. 
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HANDY:  I told her . . . She say if we had any protests. I said if we tell you we might have to 

kill you. 

 

LATOUR:  You not supposed to be in here. 

 

MCKEE:  I know. Y'all crying? 

 

HANDY:  No girl. We good. 

 

MCKEE:  Y'all crying. 

 

PORTER:  We close it down and do it again and finish what you need? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:38:55]  I'll just ask you what your . . . What are you going to miss most 

about Mossville? And then we can close. 

 

HANDY:  Old house. 

 

PORTER:  Grandmother’s old house and our house where we were raised. 

 

HANDY:  Because we knew it was there. 

 

PORTER:  [1:39:05]  I'm miss this because my husband built the church, so I'll miss having 
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the church here. And this was our mother’s property that the family donated to build a church. 

That's a big . . . We called ourselves doing something that would be in her remembrance and now 

it's being . . . 

 

HANDY:  Taken down. So it's just the memories, but you can have them in your heart. 

 

PORTER:  Yeah. 

 

HANDY:  And when we pass you don't see the objects. 

 

JOURDAN:  Don't even look like Mossville anymore. 

 

HANDY:  Yeah. It make you wonder what . . . You kind of get lost. What's that? Mr. Such-

and-such yard? 

 

PORTER:  So if there's anything else real, real you need to ask us . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  We can . . . because I think we got a lot of good stuff today. 

 

LATOUR:  We don't . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:39:45]  It's almost two hours and I know we all got to . . . Need to go. 
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PORTER:  He got to get back to work. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I just have . . . I thought it was only going to be three. 

 

LATOUR:  You need to sign one of those papers. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So if you . . . Before you leave yes. If you could sign this. And anything 

else you wanted to say before we close up and then I can just kind of contact you about follow 

ups later. Anything else you want to get on the record? 

 

LATOUR:  Well as far as I'm concerned we were raised in Mossville. We had good times 

here; we had some sad times here. But to me with the way we were raised anywhere we are . . . 

Anywhere one of us is the rest of us there too. We're family. So we can be in any community but 

family is within you. It's not just a place. It's something within you. So I think we had good times 

and I think that the people as a whole we should have start fighting for Mossville . . . 

 

HANDY:  A long time . . . 

 

LATOUR:  . . . before Sasol came through. We should have fought years ago when they 

wanted to close our school. That’s when the fight should have start taking place. But I think 

we've learned great life lessons here and we'll never forget it. 

 

HANDY:  [1:41:03]  And I think that it was just like being abandoned again. You know after 
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we . . . I was abandoned when my daddy died. And that was not of his choice. 

 

PORTER:  See you later Preston. 

 

HANDY:  When they took the school that was another abandonment. And now they've taken 

the community. So that's . . . It just keeps coming up and so the thing that I regret most is not 

coming back here. And I could have became the mayor and I could have fought for the people of 

Mossville. That's my biggest regret. That I never came back. 

 

PORTER:  And I lived in Sulphur since I got married and it’s been forty-seven years I've 

been in Sulphur. So I come to Mossville church all the time. Good memories is in my heart. 

 

JEFFERSON:  Well I left here 1978. So I just moved back ten years ago and so I really 

wasn't in Mossville. I was in Lake Charles. But Mossville was a good place to grow up because 

it was a lot of love. And in our little circle you always had someone that was going to look out 

for you because you had a cousin here an aunt here a grandmother there. What's the . . . And I'm 

glad it wasn't . . . in Mossville. In the city. 

 

PORTER:  [1:42:33]  And you know what? We have in our family . . . and I'm not bragging, 

but in our family we didn't get into all that but he had a daughter that's a lawyer. Emma's 

daughter is a doctor. And then we got three that's administrators in the school system. And all of 

them got education. Because I have a son that has a doctorate degree. I have a daughter that's a 

nurse. Another work in surgery. So we raised our kids to have the same strive for what you want 
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to do in life. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The work ethic. 

 

JOURDAN:  [1:43:03]  Right. 

 

PORTER:  So that's why I said we didn't get into all that, but . . . 

 

JOURDAN:  Right. Yeah I thought that's what we were going to get into but we didn't. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Well I will have to schedule a follow up with you guys. 

 

PORTER:  She can come back if she want. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah we like to tell the story of kids growing up and going on and . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Those are my favorite. 

 

JOURDAN:  Doing better. 

 

PORTER:  [1:43:18]  So we really . . . In the history we need to have that about our kids. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 
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JEFFERSON:  And if we get all the pictures together and make copies we can take it . . . 

 

PORTER:  That’s what we need to do we need to copy. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah. That’s what I just give Emma mine. 

 

PORTER:  Just give them a copy of it. 

 

HANDY:  Because my son is a minister at his church. 

 

JOURDAN:  Yeah and I grew up with the horses and all that, and I'm still racing horses. 

 

HANDY:  He won the championship in [ . . .?]. 

 

PORTER:  And we had some boys that won some state championship rodeos. 

 

HANDY:  Champion rodeos. Yeah our kids are very active. 

 

LATOUR:  [1:43:49]  This is the old days, but they been racing so long. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow look how beautiful . . . 

 

LATOUR:  This one was just the other day. 
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HANDY:  Oh you won the other day babe? 

 

LATOUR:  And look his grandbaby on there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh look how cute. 

 

MCKEE:  Did they tell you . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Well thank y'all so much. We can stop it now. 

 

PORTER:  Okay. 

 

MCKEE:  Did they tell you that they . . . 

  
 
 
 [1:44:09]  

[End Tape 4625. End Session I.]  
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