
Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply.  Patrons may obtain duplicates of the tapes by contacting the LSU Libraries Special Collections, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge, LA  70803.  Patrons desiring to publish portions of the interviews must secure permission to publish from the LSU Libraries as well. 

Interviewee:  Julia Paige                                 4700.2580   Tape 4523 
Interviewer:  Chelsea Arseneault           Session I 
Transcriber:  Anne Wheeler           September 24, 2015 
Auditor:  Jessica Roux 
Editor:  Chelsea Arseneault      
 

  
[Begin Tape 4523. Begin Session I.] 
 
 
CHELSEA ARSENEAULT:  Alright. Today is September twenty-fourth, 2015. I'm 

Chelsea Arseneault representing the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU 

[Louisiana State University] Libraries. We're working in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu 

Museum to document the history of Mossville [Louisiana]. Today we're at the Rigmaiden 

Recreation Center on Old Spanish Trail. I'm here today with Ms. Paige . . . Ms. Julia Paige. 

Thank you so much for agreeing to be interviewed. This is going to be a short interview, about 

fifteen to twenty minutes. We'll likely be in touch with you to set up a longer interview later if 

you're interested. 

 

JULIA PAIGE:  Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. Aright can you please . . . For the record, can you state your full 

name?  

 

PAIGE:  Julia L.H. Paige. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  When and where were you born? 
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PAIGE:  [00:42]  In DeQuincy, Louisiana. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay.  

 

PAIGE:  [ . . .?]  I was born in DeQuincy Louisiana July the fourth, 1929. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And how many siblings did you have? 

 

PAIGE:  [00:58]  There were six of us. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

PAIGE:  There were five brothers and I was the only girl. They were all older than I.          

[ . . . ?] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So you were number five? 

 

PAIGE:  I was number five. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And the only girl? 

 

PAIGE:  [01:16]  The only girl. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

PAIGE:  So you know I . . . I was . . . I didn't have girls on my street. I was raised up with 

my brothers and all the boys to play with. My brothers. So I was kind of rough and tough when I 

was growing up. I think I was thirteen years old when I finally had a girl friend. But I did stay 

around. At that time I was getting ready to leave myself to go off to school. You see, DeQuincy 

was small and one teacher had to teach the two grades at that time. [You want all that?] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Here let me clip this on you. 

 

PAIGE:  And . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [01:50]  Sorry. I think we picked it up but I'm just going to make sure we 

get the audio. 

 

PAIGE:  And . . . I wanted more. You know? So Mother allowed me to go off to school. 

My first year of schooling in high school I was thirteen, and I went with another lady. She was 

going to school there. She had been there previously. I went to school one year in Opelousas, 

Louisiana. I'm sure you've heard of that. And then after that I came back home and I went off to 

a predominantly girl's school. I went off to a Catholic school, Holy Rosary in Lafayette 

[Louisiana] and that's where I finished in 1947. So . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:   Okay. 
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PAIGE:  When I finished school and it was time for me to go to high . . . to college. And 

what I wanted . . . I didn't want to teach. I wanted to be a clothes designer. But in that day and 

time she didn't have all the money for me to be a clothes designer. So I was a little rebellious and 

I didn't go. I wouldn't go, because I didn't want to teach. And it was about . . . You can't believe 

I'm getting way ahead of the subject if I tell you about how I finished college and when did I get 

my college . . . So you wouldn't want to know that right now. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [03:04]  Well I want to know all of it, but I want to . . . 

 

PAIGE:  Oh I can tell you about it. So where I wanted to go . . . See it was tough on 

Mother in those days. She reared us without a stepfather. She didn't believe in stepfathers.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What were your parents' names? 

 

PAIGE:  Will [Hollis?] and Lou Anna [Hollis?]. He got killed on his job. He worked for 

the plant in DeQuincy [Louisiana] where they had a . . . They'd hall those logs of wood, those 

pine logs, then blast them off. Then when they blast them off well you know they'd have the saw 

dust and stuff. And one night he fell into one of those bins. They call it turpentine plant. She 

reared us by herself. You know kind . . . hard. That was during the depression time. But she did 

very marvelous with us. I've heard people say they ate at other houses, but we weren't allowed to 

eat at other houses because she provided enough for us as well as send me off to school. And I've 

always been  . . . I always felt a whole lot of love and proudness for my mother, because she did 

this. And she just didn't believe in stepfathers and stuff. She said nobody was going to eat before 
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us. And we ate.  

She washed and ironed for a living which was too tough for her because she could hardly 

get the fifty cents or seventy-five cents for a load of clothes, you see. But then I learned a lot 

from her because she did wash clothes in the boiling tub here . . . I mean an old boiling tub. I 

came up in that time. But I'm not ashamed of it. I'm proud of the way I came up, because she was 

tough. I learned what I know and how to do now you know. And that's about . . . My daddy was 

dead but we lived like two doors from a church. We had to go to church. So everything was 

alright with me. I didn't even know I was poor, really, because like people say they eat at other 

people's homes. No, she cooked for us and we had food.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [04:55]  What kind of things would she cook? 

 

PAIGE:   Well we'd have like . . . meat balls. I don't even see meatballs when they're fixed 

spaghetti now a days. Meatballs and beans just about every day. Then we were on the welfare 

too, and that's another thing I admire. The welfare was good so as far as I was concerned, 

because you got beans and rice and grapefruits and apples and oranges . . . a lot of things, even 

clothes at that time . . . blankets, and the boys could get the blue shirts and stuff.  

And I learned to sew. Well, I think that was a gift. That's why I wanted to be a clothes 

designer. I could always sew. They used to have . . . Like they had the rice in sacks and the beans 

in sack. You get one sack this time and have a design on it. Then you'd have to save that sack 

until you get another sack, and then I could put them together to make me a gathered skirt, you 

see, and put a cancan on it. You probably wouldn't know about that. You starch and iron it and 

you'd be clean and looking good. I would look as . . . or better than a whole lot of people that had 
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daddies. You know what I mean? So I . . . It was alright with me. I wasn't ashamed of my 

bringing up or . . . I don’t know how you’d say it. I really was alright. I was looking just as good, 

or better, than some people who had the fathers I thought. Seriously. So I suppose that's my . . . 

my church coming up and my . . . my coming up and . . . 

 

ARSENAULT:  [06:18]  Where did you go to church?  

 

PAIGE:  Baptist church. But I finished at the Catholic School. Can you believe, right? It 

was a house there. This was our house and there's a house and then over there was a church so 

we had to go to church. Don’t care what happened, you had to go to church. Strictly a Baptist. 

Strictly one not to. Okay, that's about the size of that. Questions you want to ask in between 

there? Something I should have said? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You said so much good stuff. I have so many other questions to ask you. 

But I'm curious about your grandparents. What do you know about them? 

 

PAIGE:  [06:51]  I don't know them as well. I'm named after my mother's mother, my 

grandmother.  

 

ARSENAULT:  Okay. 

 

PAIGE:  Lee was their last name. And so you see my name is Julia Lee. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Are your related to the Lees that live here? 

 

PAIGE:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

PAIGE:  [07:05]  I don't know many of my relatives to tell you the truth. So . . . And I 

hated the Lee. That's why I use my maiden name with my . . . You see me say L. H. because I 

didn't like Lee. So I put it together. People don't ask me about that middle name . . . very seldom. 

So that's about the size of that.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So your mom never talked about her parents? 

 

PAIGE:  Yeah and my mother too. This is one thing I forgot to tell you too. Mother was a 

midwife. She delivered many children there in DeQuincy. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did she do it in the home or she would go to the homes of the people? 

 

PAIGE:  [07:39]  Go to the homes of the people and delivered children . . . She even 

delivered twins and stuff like that. Oh just about . . . See I was telling you in that area people 

were broke. They didn’t have the money. But she did . . .  I was proud of the fact that she was a 

midwife. But then finally she stopped because . . . well they wanted to give a certificate to do it. 

But she said the pains the ladies would have she had begun to take those pains too, so she 
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stopped.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So she was being . . . 

 

PAIGE:  She delivered my first child.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Really? 

 

PAIGE:  [08:13]  As a matter of fact. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How special.  

 

PAIGE:  Well yeah, it was because money was scarce with me too. And so my oldest child 

. . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  How did she . . . What was that like? 

 

PAIGE:  [08:26]  It hurt. [laughs] That wasn't so bad, considering when you think about . . 

. I tell you giving birth to a child hurts. And without medication or anything that's really kind of 

tough you know what I mean . . . tougher, I suppose. But she was there. She did it so that's her 

first grandchild too. So I guess it's alright.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was . . .  What . . . Was it a boy or a girl? 
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PAIGE:  It was a boy. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was his name? 

 

PAIGE:  His name was Johannis. I don't know anybody . . . J-O-H-A-N-N-I-S. And he's 

dead. My oldest child. He got killed one night coming from a football game, although five of 

them got killed at the same time coming down this Houston River Road. They had gone . . . All 

my children played some type of sport. My oldest boy . . . No, that's Johannis. He played the 

football. He died—he was seventeen his last year in high school—coming from a game they had 

played. And then my next boy played basketball and he played with The Harlem Globe Trotters 

for nine years. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

PAIGE:  [09:34]  And then my other son, my baby son, ran track. He was very good at that 

because his son was a . . . He ran and was, what, a quarterback? Who was that that catches the 

ball and run with it . . . for Tennessee? Duke, down in Tennessee . . . So all my children were 

sort of on my athletic order. But not me. So I guess that's my life. So that's about the size of it. I 

still have two of my children living.  

Robert Junior lives in . . . He's named after his dad. He's living . . . He lives in . . . I mean 

Houston. And Reggie is in Monroe [Louisiana]. He's a train master. He didn't want to go to 

college. But I made him go and he heard . . . finished because he wanted to work on the railroad. 

That's all he ever wanted. So he finished college at twenty because he didn't . . . The other boy 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Julia Paige          4700.2580       Tape 4523                                                                                 10 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

could have gone earlier to the Globe Trotters said, "But you going to finish your schooling." And 

so he had to stay there until he finished his school and that was that. So all my grandchildren 

have their masters and a degree or a master’s degree. My grandchildren. I believe in the 

education that is needed. So that's why I stayed. Went back . . . I went back to school. I stayed 

out of school fourteen years. From high school and then I went back. Was it fourteen? Eleven 

years it was I think. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  When did you move to Mossville?  

 

PAIGE:  [11:04]  I never did move to Mossville. What happened is when I finished I was 

old enough . . . or I was pretty old then. I worked in DeQuincy for . . . two and a half years. You 

have a certain amount of students per teacher and it happened at this time that student enrollment 

and had gone down because the plant had closed. I tell you where my husband worked and then 

the railroad had gone down and closed. So they didn't have the same amount of students for 

teachers, and I had to move . . . another teacher along with me. So I had a choice of coming to 

Mossville or going to Washington Marion in . . . I mean Boston. Washington, Boston I think it is 

and Lake Charles. But I didn't want to cross the bridge driving. I wasn't the best driver I thought, 

so coming here was better for me. So when I say I came here on account of a job, that's why. 

And then after then . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What year was that? 

 

PAIGE:  [12:05]  It must have been in 1964, I’m almost sure. And then when it came to the 
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integration you know they took some teachers first before they had the whole integration you 

know what I mean. They chose the first one I think they said or . . . I had no idea. But anyway I 

was chosen to go. I left before the complete integration. And I was chosen to go to Maplewood. 

Predominantly white. So I worked there three years. I had my first masters then. I'd come to 

work you see that's why I say I didn't do very much here. I'd get up, get ready, feed my children 

because I . . . they never ate Corn Flakes. I cooked biscuits every morning and eggs and bacon 

and whatever. And then I'd come and work then I'd go to McNeese [State University] at night. 

You know? About three . . . three nights a week. Get an hour or two . . . Three hours or 

something I don't know like that.  

[13:00]  Until I had that first masters. Then after I left from Maplewood after three years, 

and I went back to DeQuincy, I worked one year with science and then I . . . Ten years with 

counseling. Then I went back in the process of my counseling to McNeese and I got another 

masters in administration and supervision. And I worked nine years as assistant principal. And 

then I quit. And I traveled. Through Arizona, Alaska, China, anywhere. I've traveled quite 

extensively. And so that was it.  

But I'm still here . . . working in my yard, keeping my house up, going to church, a lot of 

charity work—Pink Lady [volunteer] in the hospital. Parks and Recreation Board, president of 

that. Work with home health at home. Well, I do any kind of volunteer work where they don't 

pay me a penny. Put it that way. But that's it. So I'm proud of that fact, because I'm eighty-six 

and I still can get up and go around. I lost a lot of my height. I was five [foot] eight [inches] . . . 

five nine. Arthritis has messed up . . . bent over but I still keep my house clean, and I work in my 

yard too so no it's been good to me.  
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ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

PAIGE:  [14:21]  So that ought to be a story there in itself. So I can go now? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [laughs] One last question for you. I'm curious to know what you earliest 

memory of Mossville is? 

 

PAIGE:  When I came here . . . When I first came here. Well see, I worked in DeQuincy I 

told you three years. The principal was strict. And everybody marched in line. When I first came 

to Mossville it wasn't like that. I must have cried about two or three months trying to get adjusted 

to Mossville and its standard. It wasn't what I wanted it to be or as strict or whatever you would 

say it. Or discipline . . . Better word to say. It wasn't disciplined as it was in DeQuincy. I really 

didn't want to be here.  

I cried for months and finally I got the idea that from the principal they weren't afraid of 

him and I supposed they was but I thought they should have more respect than they did. So I just 

told them one day I would never bring him another discipline problem; I'd handle it myself. And 

that's what I did. Then word got around, I won’t say it so you ain't going to write this down, that 

I was crazy.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [15:26]  How would you discipline in the classroom? 

 

PAIGE:  The best way. So they'd listen. Well we could spank at that time. You know? 
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ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

PAIGE:  So what . . . Then, too, I would buy dinners. They didn't eat at lunch, shoes, and 

shirt . . . anything to help them. People had so many children in they household here to my 

notion. So whatever they needed, I helped them. That's when while I was here and I got my 

degree in counseling what would happen on campus they would be . . . I'd know it because it was 

going to come to me and tell me about it. Then we had . . . When we had to raise money to 

supply some of the needs here, Queen drives and stuff my Queen would always win. I worked 

with junior high and Ms. Rogers . . . not . . . Ms. Rogers was high school. There was another lady 

in the library she's always win in high school. I wonder what happened if she and I had to 

compete against each other because she wanted to win and I definitely wanted to win too. So we 

raised money through the Queen drive.  

[16:31]  Then we'd raise money, too, to have money for football guys to go off when they 

had to go out of town. I did a lot of that. I was on the committee that had to keep the money and 

stuff like that for school just to . . .  it was a poor school, so we had to do something to try to 

supply the needs of the children and help them out when they had to go out of town to a game.  

Then I'd go home and come back in the evening here to work my games and everything like that. 

Then I learned to love Mossville. I didn't tell you about that part. When they was to go, I cried 

didn't want to go. So I cried coming in, cried leaving. I tried to get the principal to talk to the 

supervisor let me stay. But she said, “No, you going to have to go.” So I left then. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was that in 1969? 
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PAIGE:  [17:17]  Must have been ‘69. ‘69 . . . ‘70 . . . ‘71 . . . ‘72. Yeah, because I stayed 

there two years and I went back to DeQuincy in seventy-two. And I done fine over there too. 

Everything was alright over there in Maplewood. I didn't want to leave . . .  I mean I wanted to 

leave because I had traveled at that time eight years down the road as a teacher and I was tired 

and I wanted to go home. But I had to sneak away from there because they didn't want me to 

leave from there. So then I went back home. And I started working on my other masters after 

there and so that's how I got to be the principal . . . assistant principal over there. So that's it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Great. One last question. You kind of answered it. What does Mossville 

mean to you? 

 

PAIGE:  Now or then? I learned to love Mossville really. See I cried and all at first. Really, 

I did. And . . . what’s happening now, I hate to see it dissolve. And I care. I still care and to not 

have as many . . . come . . . coming . . . come tell you about it. Like I care. I'm standing in 

DeQuincy. I hate that. As a black we don't have much left in life period. It has been a lot of 

improvement, but we still need some . . . and this to me is the memory of what was. And it 

wasn't bad. You know what I mean? I don't suppose it was the best thing in life but it was a way 

of life for me and my . . . help because of the job.  

[18:51]  But I think it should mean more to others. It still means a lot to me. I have 

forgotten names and stuff. I don't remember names and stuff. But I still remember it helped me. 

It was during my growing period as a teacher you know. I had to learn a whole lot while I was 

here because I had just been in three years so I . . .  It means a whole lot. That's all I can say. 

Specifically what, I don't suppose I know it just really does. It still does. I hate to see it going, 
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but I know time changes you know and it's supposed to be for the best. So I can go along with 

that . . . for some acting crazy about that. I just wish more was involved in . . . But I can tell you 

what I know and that's . . . That's the size of it. That's too much. They always say I talk too much 

anyhow so . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  No, that's great. 

 

PAIGE:  I got to keep my thing up.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Well I think that’s a good point to kind of wrap up at. I think we're at 

twenty minutes so just . . . 

 

PAIGE:  [19:47]  Really? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  . . . on behalf of the center and . . . 

 

PAIGE:  We through? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Well we want to schedule a follow up with you for next week. Is that 

okay? 

 

PAIGE:  Now what is the follow up about? 
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ARSENEAULT:  That's the longer one where I ask you all about growing up and I'm going 

to ask you about . . . because you told me about your mom being in the Depression like a person 

through the Depression, so I'm going to ask you a bit. 

 

PAIGE:  Oh yeah. Yeah tell me about that. That's true too.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [20:04]  Yeah I want to hear more about that, and I'll ask you more about 

what it was like teaching in Mossville. It usually lasts about an hour if that's okay. 

 

PAIGE:  Oh really? Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

PAIGE:  Yeah. But like I say, it was during that time when I didn't even know I was poor 

you know a lot of people worry about they didn't have anything to eat and people you know on 

the welfare, I felt that wasn't no disgrace to me. Not at all because people have different ideas 

and if you're eating . . . And we had beans quite frequently, but I still love them. I haven't gotten 

tired of beans yet I . . . Some people don't even eat them, but I eat beans every day . . . different 

kinds—pinto today or red beans tomorrow or black eyed peas. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Some black beans. 

 

PAIGE:  But really I'm not ashamed of my coming up. And . . . And like say some say they 
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had trouble with the white and black I didn't . . . I had no problem. I started working when I was 

twelve years old . . . worked at cafes. In the summer time I was out of school. Mother believed in 

cleanliness. You had to be clean. You had to be clean. She said if you had two pair of socks wear 

one today and wash them and have the other pair for the next day. But . . . And people still say 

I'm picky, but I'm not I just came up that way. You had everything . . . She would still check 

your ears and your neck to see if you were clean when you were going out. I'm serious too.  

[21:22]  And I still do all of that with my children. I did . . . Let me tell you my . . . When 

my son died in . . . and you may not want to hear all this. When my son died . . . got killed or 

whatever. They had the wreck. I had the fire going and I had his bed turned down. Back . . . I still 

do that for my children when they come in there with their wives. I still have the bed turned back 

and I still have food cooked for them. They say I shouldn't do that but it doesn't bother me. I 

mean I love them so much that's . . . They're my kids you know? And you know one thing? I 

think my kids love me as well. They're still very, very nice to me.  

But I don’t always tell them if I'm sick and they . . .  Of course this week I was kind of 

sick with a terrible cold. But I don't worry them. I feel like they have . . .  Now when I can't I feel 

. . . I say I need you to come running. But I love them I really love them. They have no idea. 

They know they say so but I love my kids. They very, very nice to me. And it's no shock 

anybody in DeQuincy can tell you how I do. They say you should let them do now but hey that's 

my kids. Do I let . . . they grown. Tell you what, the oldest one that's now sixty-one and the other 

one talking about him listening to that . . . I'm reading your lips, son.  

 

ARSENAULT:  Well thank you so much for taking the time today. 
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PAIGE:  Alright then. Let’s say next Thursday . . . 

 
 [22:44]  

[End Tape 4523. End Session I.]  
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