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[Begin Tape 4406.  Begin Session I.] 
 
 
CHELSEA ARSENEAULT: And listen to it and read whatever we write about it. 

 

MYRTLE MARIE ROSAMORE:      Wow. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [00:04]  And if you do say anything on the interview that you don’t want 

in the record, we can just erase that.  

 

ROSAMORE: Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So that’s up to you. Like whatever . . . If you end up saying, “Oh I don’t 

want that to go on the record.” 

 

ROSAMORE: Right. 

 

ARSENEAULT: We can just kind of write out . . .  

 

ROSAMORE:  [00:18]  Okay.   
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ARSENEAULT: And then saying that any pictures we take we can put on the Facebook 

account, and use that for the record as well. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [00:28]  Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So . . . 

 

ROSAMORE: I mean I have no . . . I’m . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. Great. You can just sign right there.  

 

ROSAMORE: Because I basically . . . The ones that I brought, I don’t really care if it’s 

public. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [00:39]  Okay. 

 

ROSAMORE: You know what I’m saying? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. I’m going to go ahead . . . Great! Alright. I will just get my 

questions from you . . . I think we’re good. And do we need to ask for anything else? 

Paperwork’s signed . . . We’re good. Are we on? 

 

CHARLOTTE WILLCOX:  Yeah. 
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ARSENEAULT: Alright. Great.  

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, wow. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [00:57]  So I’m going to start us off with a little introduction, and then 

I’m just going to ask you a couple of basic questions.  

 

ROSAMORE: Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [01:02]  That’s how it works. Okay. Today is January twenty-third, 2015 

and I’m Chelsea Arseneault representing the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with 

LSU [Louisiana State University] Libraries. We’re working in conjunction with the Imperial 

Calcasieu Museum and Bill Shearman to document the history of Mossville, Louisiana. And to 

kick that off, we are holding Mossville oral history day here at the Rigmaiden Recreation Center 

on Old Spanish Trail. I’m here today with Ms. Myrtle Rosamore, is that how you say it? 

 

ROSAMORE: Yes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Rosamore. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [Agrees]. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [01:31]  Thank you so much for coming and talking with us and agreeing 

to be interviewed. This is going to be a short interview of about fifteen minutes, and we’ll likely 

be in touch with you later to set up a much longer interview if you’re interested in continuing on. 

 

ROSAMORE: Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Great. 

 

ROSAMORE: Sounds good. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [00:44]  Alright great. Just for the record can you please just state your 

full name? 

 

ROSAMORE: Myrtle Marie Rosamore. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And where were you born, and what was the year? 

 

ROSAMORE: Okay. I was born in Lake Charles at the Moss Regional Hospital, and that 

was in 1960. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. And what are your parents’ names? 

 

ROSAMORE:  [02:06]  Elmer and Georgia Braxton. 
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ARSENEAULT: And your grandparents’ names? 

 

ROSAMORE:  [Aretha?] and Tom Rigmaiden. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, the center . . . 

 

ROSAMORE:  [02:19]  No, no. No, that’s my great grand . . . I’m sorry. Aretha and Lee 

Braxton was my grandparents. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And your great grandparents? Their last names . . .? 

 

ROSAMORE: Tom Rigmaiden and Melissa Perkins, but she was a Rigmaiden by 

marriage. But that was her maiden name. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So you are in the Rigmaiden Center today, so that’s kind of . . . 

 

ROSAMORE: Pretty much . . . Family.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [Agrees]. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [02:46]  Great. That’s awesome. What is your earliest memory of 

Mossville? 

 

ROSAMORE: When I was about . . . seven. That’s about when I really realized . . . But 

I’ve always had family around, like my dad’s sisters and all them. So the earliest I can remember 

was when I was seven. And what made me remember that . . . because one of my cousins had 

came to the house. And he had got stung by wasps and he was allergic to them and both of his 

eyes were real real swollen. And that’s when I . . . That’s what I relate Mossville to. When I was 

younger, is that. And plus my dad used to have chickens and ducks and all that, so he would take 

me with him to feed those and stuff like that. So I mean it wasn’t a whole lot at seven.  

Then when I got older I really remembered a lot. We used to camp a lot. Used to take us 

camping and stuff like fishing and I’ve been doing that all my life now from just what he taught 

me. And well, the family all did hunting, and fishing, and stuff like that. So it’s pretty much I just 

fell in with everybody because I used to hunt with my daddy, too. So . . . pretty much . . . I mean 

that’s the earliest that I can remember, but then the latest is until I’m . . . now. Yeah. Pretty 

much. Fifty-three, so I’m fifty-four, but when I left here I was fifty-three, so.  

[04:18]  All my life that’s all I knew was Mossville. My kids grew up here. I raised them 

here and I raised them with the knowledge that I know and I grew up with, so it’s kind of like . . . 

But it has changed through the years. I mean it used to be we wouldn’t see a car but every three 

hours. And then it came from that to it’s like a busy street. And I remember seeing when the 

roads were gravel. Because we used to . . . I mean all the roads in Mossville were gravel, and 

then all of the sudden they became blacktop. So that let us know that times was changing. You 

know what I’m saying? Then the refineries came. Well, I don’t remember them when I was little 
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because I was too young to know, but then when I got older and started having children, then I 

knew they were there. But it . . . I mean we had to live where we had to live because that’s where 

we was brought up and raised. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Right. 

 

ROSAMORE: So pretty much that was about it, really. That. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [05:18]  You mentioned feeding ducks with your father.  

 

ROSAMORE:  [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did your family have a garden? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well my . . . See my mom’s mom, she used to live with us. But I was 

older then, and she used to have a garden. She used to do all kind of vegetables. And her thing 

was okras, and peppers, and stuff like that. But that’s the only garden I remember because my 

dad did the ducks, the chickens, the gathering up the eggs, and all that. But the only garden I 

remember is my grandma on my momma’s side. But she lived here with us too, so . . . Until she 

passed on pretty much. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [06:00]  So you had the . . . So there was a garden. Could you just 

describe maybe your property? Like what it looks like? The yard? 
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ROSAMORE: Then? Or, which one? The property that I grew up on, or the property that 

was mine? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Let’s start with the one you grew up on if you can remember.  

 

ROSAMORE: Okay well pretty much the property that I grew up on was where I end up 

living with me and my children later.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [06:24]  Because my mom and them moved down the street not far from 

us. But when I was . . . because we lived in like . . . Still on Evergreen [Road], but in two areas. 

Because my mom and them lived in one area and I grew up there for a little while, and I think 

that’s when I . . . And then she bought a house. She moved to where . . . On the corner of 

Evergreen so then we grew up there. And that’s where the chickens . . . was. But then on my 

dad’s family property is where he kept all the ducks, the geese, the guineas, the emus, all that. 

Oh, yeah. So . . . but the yard was . . . It was like about two big lots where I grew up. And we had 

more front yard than back yard, so it’s kind of like . . . It was just a play yard, but then my mom 

did all the flower things. Decorated with flowers. And my grandma would actually work in the 

back with her garden every day until she passed on. And then that’s the last I seen of her garden 

actually because she was the only one that would do gardens. So pretty much I don’t remember 

anything else about a garden as far as that goes. 
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ARSENEAULT: [07:39]  So the grandmother kept a garden, and your father had a livestock 

at a separate location? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well he had the chickens and the biddies where we lived because my 

brother used to go and gather eggs for him. And then one time he went to go gather eggs and he 

thought a snake bit him. Because they do have chicken snakes, what they called them, and they 

do love the eggs. So one day my dad sent my brother to go and check on that. And it turns out 

my brother came in the house screaming and hollering because he thought he had gotten bitten, 

but he didn’t. But he seen the snake, so I guess he just automatically put it with it.  

[08:16]  And where my dad’s mother lived, and some of his sisters lived, and brothers, 

that’s where he kept all of the ducks and the geese, the guineas, the emus. We would get eggs 

from the emus and there was a big old egg with pretty, pretty color like a purple . . . Like that 

color right there, actually. I mean it was just . . . I don’t know. It was something to grow up in, 

and learn, and admire, and be able to teach your children. It was more like survival for us so that 

if you ever ever had a point in your life that you could not survive, he taught us how to actually 

survive. Because you could plant a garden and you could grow all the vegetables you need. And 

if you got chickens and ducks, well you can eat off of that. And then he taught us how to fish. So 

it’s pretty much if we didn’t have nowhere to . . . No means to get food, we knew how to get 

food. You know what I’m saying?  

Because it wasn’t expensive to make a garden. And it wasn’t that expensive to raise 

chickens, ducks, or whatever. And fishing wasn’t expensive to just go and catch fish. And fish 

were very plentiful back then, as to now, they’re not. So it’s all . . . I think it was just all about 

we grew up with family that really want us to be able to know that whenever you get older and 
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you have your own family, that you going to know what’s it’s going to take to make it. Even if 

you don’t have money you still can make it. And that’s what Mossville was all built around. 

That’s what our ancestors did because they farmed, and they sowed they crops and stuff like that. 

So our parents got it from them and they just brought it on to us and then . . . And now, because 

we bring it on to our kids. Those that really want to get into it.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Right. I think that’s a really good way to grow up.  

 

ROSAMORE:  [10:06]  Yeah.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Something special. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah it is because I wouldn’t give it up for nothing. Because I was happy 

growing up. I never had . . . I mean all kids have days where they’re . . . got issues, but as far as 

with my parents and the life they gave me, I didn’t have no problems at all with that. I was more 

. . . Which I learned and it made me to teach my children what I learned. And that’s about more 

than I can say on that.  

 

ARSENEAULT: No, that’s great. Thank you so much for that. Another question I had was 

where did you go to school for elementary and for high school? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, I went to Mossville. It was called Mossville High School at the time 

when I started. And I stayed there until . . . In 1975. And then they came through and decided 
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that they wanted to close Mossville, as far as the school, and they sent half of us starting at Prater 

Road going towards Sulphur to Sulphur, and one from Prater Road going to the railroad tracks to 

Westlake. So it’s kind of like the ones that we were in school with, after a certain age that we 

lost. You know what I’m saying? It was like they was still living in Mossville, but we all went to 

different schools.  

But we all start off at Mossville. It was high school then it went to Mossville Elementary. 

And I mean I used to be in band in school. I loved band back in the day and used to play a 

clarinet. And it was like . . . I don’t know. It was our little . . . Our own little community school 

and everybody was happy there. And we all had to be moved around, so. But that’s life I guess.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [11:56]  Do you remember some of your teachers? 

 

ROSAMORE: Yes. There was one . . . Well, I remember one in particular. She was my 

first grade teacher and her name was Ms. Beverly. And she was a real short lady. She was real 

real sweet. And then one day when I came to school they said she had passed away. And that’s 

like a memory that I’ll never forget because she was a sweet sweet lady. And then you come . . . 

Well, you know they’re there one day, and that was hard for a young child to concept. You know 

what I’m saying? Because one day she was there and then we found out . . . we would come back 

the next week or so, she passed away. And I’ve always remembered that.  

And then I had this other teacher. It was Ms. Madison. She was our P.E. teacher. Very 

strong woman. She taught us a lot. I mean she was real good. Then we had Mr. Mouton, which 

was our math teacher. Then we had Mr. Dyez, which was our history. Then we had Ms. 

Reynolds which was our . . . I want to say she was science. Then we had Ms. Sacherie. Now 
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she’s Karen Perry and thank God that she’s still living because she came to our town Mossville 

thing we had here last year. And let me see, I’m trying to think of anybody else that I remember. 

Because certain ones you carry on . . . You carry with you for the rest of your life. It’s just 

certain ways that they carry themselves that you always remember. And those were pretty much 

the ones. I mean I’m sure I had more than that, but that’s the ones that I remember pretty much. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [13:33]  Awesome. Did you decide to go to college? I saw from your 

sheet that you’re an LPN. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yes. Well I went through numerous schools because I was trying to decide 

what I really wanted to be.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [Agrees]. 

 

ROSAMORE: And I wasn’t sure so I went through CNA school. I graduated from that. I 

worked for that a while. Then I’m like, “No,” because by that time I had children and they 

weren’t paying what . . . Really enough for all the kids I had. So then I end up going to McNeese 

to be a teacher. Well, I got into that a little while then I said, “No, no, no,” because my calling, I 

think, is taking care of the sick, and the young, or old. So I said, “Well,” I said, “Well Momma,” 

I said, “I think I’m going to just try nursing. I don’t know how good I’m going to be with it.” 

Because I did CNA for years.  

Then I say, “Well, my children are getting older,” and not because of the money. I think 

my heart was already there with it because I’ve been doing that now for eighteen years. And so I 
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went to school for that and it was a struggle, but helps with my mom and my dad keeping my 

children so I could study and go and meet other girls to study. And I cried a many days because I 

thought I wasn’t going to make it, but I did. So God stepped in and said, “Oh, no baby. You 

going to make it.” Because I had a strong willed mind and I had children I wanted . . . I wanted 

to make sure I took care of my children.  

[15:02]  I was married at one time, but that went to . . . Out the window. So then I had to 

stand up and be a woman about things and just take it up on my own and I did. And so I went to 

Sowela [Technical Community College] and I graduated in nursing for that. And I’ve been doing 

nursing now for eighteen years. And I’ve really basically worked a lot in a nursing home taking 

care of the old and the sick. And now I’m working taking care of . . . Well, I’m working at the 

sheriff department now pretty much. And I like what I do there, too, as well so . . . And I did go 

to McNeese again later, but then . . . 

No, I went to Lamar for a whole year for the RN program and I had a 3.9 average, but 

when Hurricane Rita came I just felt like I didn’t want to do that. You know what I’m saying? 

Because I liked what I did already, so I didn’t want to have too much responsibilities on me to 

where I could not focus on my kids, or anything else because I’m so worried about all this other 

stuff. And so I just let that go, but as of right now I’ve been a LPN for eighteen years. Almost 

nineteen. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [16:09]  Wow. That’s awesome. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. 
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ARSENEAULT:  It does take a special person, I think . . . 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. I mean you got to have it from the heart, or you might 

as well not even waste your time, or waste nobody else time because if you can’t love them like 

you love your own, your own mom, or your own grandma, your own grandpa, then how can you 

really take care of them? Because you can’t. I mean you got to have the heart in your heart for it, 

not just say, “I can.” You got to really have it in your heart. And I knew I had it when I went 

through all these other schools and I ended up back where I was at square one. So I knew that’s 

where God wanted me to be really, and that’s what I did, and I’m still doing it now.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [16:49]  Which places were the most important, or still are the most 

important places in Mossville? Like the buildings, locations . . . 

 

ROSAMORE: We used to have this building right next to the gym that was called the 

Masonic Hall. And that’s . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Can you spell that? Or . . . 

 

ROSAMORE: The Masonic Hall . . . Yeah. M-A-S-O-N-I-C. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [17:10]  Oh, oh. Yeah yeah yeah. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [17:12]  And that’s where all of the dancers were going.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, okay. 

 

ROSAMORE: Like for the school children. We would have like what they call record 

hops and stuff like that. And then there was a lady that lived here, and I think she’s still here. 

Well she used to have what they call a canteen. Mrs. Risa Mae Mouton. She used to have what 

they call a canteen for all the young kids to go . . . keep us out of trouble. And I thought that was 

nice, but then that closed off for a little while. And then the Recreation and the pool was a lot for 

us to do. You know what I’m saying? It kept us out of trouble. But then back in our days, 

children found things to do. I mean we . . . Well, me personally, myself because we did a lot of 

fishing and camping, but my . . . But I think my dad and mom did that just to keep us from 

getting out of hand and getting in trouble. And then we used to have a lot of pool parties here for 

like birthdays or whatever. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was the pool here . . .? 

 

ROSAMORE: Yes, the pool . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [18:17]  At the Rigmaiden Center? 
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ROSAMORE: Yeah the pool was right where it is right now.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, okay. 

 

ROSAMORE: But it was made different. It was a little bit different made, but that’s 

where all the pool parties was. And then we had like a recreation center at one point, but it 

wasn’t made like this, but we always had a recreation center. Always. And that’s where 

everybody would come and shoot basketball and stuff like that. And then we had a little store 

right down the street over there it was called Bell 7-11 where they would actually put video 

games for us to go in the store and actually you could play. And that kept a lot of us out of 

trouble. A lot of us out of trouble. Because it could have been really . . . I mean back in them 

days, it could have been really bad, but our parents always seemed to be . . . This things 

constructive in staying out of trouble. So if that mean carrying you on the river all weekend, then 

that’s what they did. And so for me doing that all my life growing up, well, I’m still doing that. I 

have a fishing pond at the place where I live so that my grandkids . . . And I take them out there 

so I can teach them how to fish. It’s . . . I mean it’s all about values. What you’ve been taught. 

And you can carry that on if you choose to, or you don’t have to. It just depends on the 

individual. But if you’re taught well, you’re going to. You’re going to carry it on to your 

children, and your children are going to carry it on to theirs. That’s the way I see it anyway. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [19:44]  It’s a good legacy to leave for your family. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yes. Yes.  
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ARSENEAULT:  What is . . . this is kind of a . . . You can take a second to think about it if 

you need to, but what does home mean to you? 

 

ROSAMORE: Home is where I grew up. All my memories of my grandmother, my great 

grandfather, my uncles, and what my children . . . I grew them up here so I still have memories 

from that. Of how they grew up and what I went through to see them grow up. I mean home is 

where the heart is. I mean there’s no other way to put it.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  How many children do you have? 

 

ROSAMORE:  [20:27]  I have four. And fourteen grandchildren. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow! 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. Ain’t that something, girl? Yeah. I got four kids and fourteen 

grandchildren. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. That’s awesome. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [20:37]  Yeah. And I’m like, “God!” But God only give you more than 

what . . . No more than what you can handle anyway. And I’m happy with every last one of 

them, but I just never thought I was going to have fourteen grandchildren out of four children. 
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But then one of my daughters [?], she has a lot, but she have . . . Well I got two daughters that 

has identical twins. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, wow. 

 

ROSAMORE: Because my mom is an identical twin. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And it skips a generation. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. And I thank God it didn’t hit me though. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Right.  

 

ROSAMORE: You know, really? But it hit my daughters. So that’s why I got so many 

because twins and that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Twins in the family. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [21:08]  Yeah. But really and truly home is where the heart is. I mean 

there’s no other way to tell it. You got to love where you are, and you got to love the lifestyle 

you have to be happy where you going to be. And it is what it is. And home is where the heart is.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So what is community mean to you? What does . . .? 
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ROSAMORE: [21:28]  Well Mossville as far as the community to me, it was a very 

important part of my life too because everybody here was my family, and I grew up around my 

family. And when you grow up around your family, it’s a big difference than growing up in a 

strange place. You don’t know no one, which is where I’m at now. You know what I’m saying? 

And I’ve been trying to adjust. I’ve been there for almost a year, but I miss home. I really do 

because I got all my relatives . . . Some of them still here. And my kids, they’re with me, but 

when it comes to a community, well you got family.  

[22:05]  I mean even if you leave your home, say unlocked, and you say you’re going to 

go to Walmart, well you know that your neighbor going to watch your house, and vice versa. If 

they leave they going to tell you, “Hey I’m going to the doctor’s office.” Well that’s letting me 

know, okay well let me keep my eyes on his place, or her place. So it’s pretty much . . . 

Mossville is my family. So it’s like the community was my family because almost everybody 

here is related to me except a few families. So I mean it’s all about family there, too.  

It’s what you . . . It’s who you around and what your environment is consist of. And to 

me that was my family too, so. And when I had to move, I’m leaving my family. Pretty much. I 

mean all of the older ones are gone like my dad and his . . . He still have sisters and brothers left 

here that still lives here. So I still comes and visit them, but when I come here now and see well, 

from where I grew up, it’s not the same. It’s nowhere near the same. So in a way I’m kind of 

glad I’m gone because the memories going to always be in your heart anyway. You might have a 

reservoir that you keep it in and bring it out every now and then, but you’ll never forget where 

you come from. Whether it’s . . . I mean you always remember, hey . . . because my cousins 

lived around for Christmases I mean we had wonderful times with everybody. It was just 

something you’ll never forget, no matter where you move. I mean you can always make new 
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memories, but your old memories going to always be there, too. So you just got to move on. 

Pretty much. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [23:57]  That makes sense.  

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. I mean that’s all it is to it. Everything is about memory and what 

you let your heart get . . . go in your heart, and what you let come out. If you don’t want to have 

no memories, it’s going to leave. If you want to keep those memories for the rest of your life, it’s 

going to stay. It’s just what you want to do. And I’m willing to let it stay because I’ve been there 

fifty-three years. I can’t let it go. It’s just not good. Not for me anyway. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What’s the most important thing you want people to remember about 

Mossville that isn’t in the history books? 

 

ROSAMORE: That it was a place where my ancestors, free slaves, came and made a 

place for us. Might have took their life away later on, you know what I’m saying? But it was a 

place they made for us. And for a long time nobody could take it from us. I mean it is what it is. I 

want it to always be known that Mossville was here, and there was loving people here. No matter 

how you look at it we . . . because it’s . . . It was a loving community. You can’t find that 

everywhere. I mean I remember growing up when . . . I don’t care if my daddy saw you fifteen 

times that day. He was going to wave to you fifteen times that day, and that’s how I grew up and 

I got my children doing that. Don’t ever look a person in the face and do not speak. That’s the 
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way I was raised. And it’s all about how you was raised so I don’t want that to ever be forgotten 

because we were happy people.  

[25:40]  Our families taught us all the morals and what we needed to know to carry on 

and live somewhere else. And now that I’m somewhere else, I still carries my morals with me. 

And I make sure my children and my grandkids carry the morals. I mean it’s all about . . . I mean 

it’s going to always be our home. No matter if the plant take over the whole nation, we’re going 

to always know that Mossville was here and I don’t want it to ever be gone. Not really in our 

minds, and in history books. Because you got all these other little places where you see in the 

history books. Well why can’t Mossville be in there because I mean it’s like we . . .  

At my age I wasn’t ready to move, but I’d rather move with my family than to deal with 

what all was coming around, but then I don’t want to be a person that makes it hard for them 

because they got to do what they have to do as well. So . . . but it ain’t like they didn’t help us. 

They really did. So it made us where we could go somewhere else and have everything paid for 

if we choose to and just start a new life, but we’re still going to have our memories. Because I 

was told that they were also helping with this part of this and I think that’s great, because they 

didn’t have to do that. They could have just bought us all and say, “To hell with it.” You know 

what I’m saying? Y’all can cut that out if y’all want to [laughs]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [27:06]  Okay.  

 

ROSAMORE: But I’m saying they didn’t have to. But they thinking of us in so many 

ways that people don’t even see. Because they could have left it where we was just off the map 

completely. And now we . . . If God’s willing, we won’t be off the map. We will be brought to 
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life again in the libraries and the museums so that anybody that want to know what Mossville 

was like, they can go and read up on it, or they can go look at the videos.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Or listen to this interview. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [27:36]  Or listen to my interview [laughs] because I am one that talks, 

honey, but I love to talk what I believe in and truth. And that’s just the way I feel. I mean as long 

as Mossville is not forgotten because my ancestors came here and said, “Hey this is where I want 

my family to grow up.” And by them moving there, having children, them children having 

children, that’s how we got where we were. Well, per se, my dad and his siblings and his dad, 

but it’s all family anyway either way you look at it, so. Yeah I don’t want it to ever be forgotten, 

no. Because I think it was a little small town, but it was still our home. It was . . . Everybody was 

loving families.  

I mean we all helped each other out or if our . . . See like if one of our children was 

getting into some trouble and if it’s a neighbor that saw it, they could whoop your children. And 

then when you . . . When they come home, you going to get a whooping from Momma and 

Daddy. And that’s what I loved because everybody watched us even though we might of was not 

doing the right thing all the time, but at least we knew that we going to think twice because we 

know that so and so watching us, she’ll go back and tell Mom and Dad. See, and that’s how it 

was. So you can’t find that too much. You probably can in other places, but I’ve never lived 

there so I don’t know. But I know what happened in Mossville. I mean . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The community took care of each other? 



Myrtle Marie Rosamore       4700.2470       Tape 4406                                                              23 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

ROSAMORE:  [28:58]  Yeah. Pretty much. We just all family though like I said again, 

we all was some related somehow. Because everybody that was on that little list of the people 

that made Mossville, that’s all my family. All my family. Someway or another we all related. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Somehow . . .  

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Some kind of way. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [29:18]  Yeah. We are. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. Well I think our time is almost up. On behalf of the center and on 

the museum, we appreciate your contribution today. 

 

ROSAMORE: Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you have anything that you want to add in closing? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well I think this is a very very good thing that’s happening right now 

because they give everyone that want a voice, how they feel about where they lived, this is the 

best way to do it. I mean because you can express and just say what you feel, but the right things. 

You can X that off, too [laughs]. But at least we can . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  [30:02]  No, we do want to get your . . . we want to get everyone’s stories 

however they want to tell them. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. And I don’t want to move and then it’s forgotten to me either. And 

this I feel no matter what y’all put in there, I’m going to be there somewhere. You know what 

I’m saying? And I’m going to feel good to know, hey, I was there to be able to say what my little 

town was all about. And that’s going to carry me on until the day I die because I was able to sit 

down with people I don’t know and they listened to me, and they listened to what I had to say 

about my town, and my ancestors, and everybody else. So I’m glad y’all did this, actually. I was 

nervous at first, but I come out of that though when y’all made me feel so comfortable.  

 

WILLCOX:      Aw I’m glad we did. 

 

ROSAMORE:  [30:47]  Yeah I was very nervous. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Thank you so so much and we’ll be in touch with the possibility of a 

follow up interview.  

 

ROSAMORE: Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And just thank you so much for . . . 

 

ROSAMORE:  [30:53]  Alright. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Yes.  

 

ROSAMORE: Sounds good.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

  

[30:55] 

[End Tape 4406. End Session I.] 

 


