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[Begin 4482.  Begin Session II.] 
 
 
CHELSEA ARSENEAULT: All right. So we are on. And today is June thirtieth, 2015. 

We’re at the Calcasieu Parish Public Library in a private room, talking again with Ms. Myrtle 

Rosamore. I think the last time we talked was January? 

 

MYRTLE MARIE ROSAMORE:  Mm hmm. 

 

ARSENEAULT: At the Oral History Day at the Rigmaiden Center [Mossville, Louisiana]? 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. Yes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [00:21]  Okay. I couldn’t remember if it was January or March. But I think 

it was January. 

 

ROSAMORE: It was January. Well, let me see. I had moved over to, I think it was before 

I moved here. Because I moved here in March. It could have been March. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So either January— 
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ROSAMORE: Or March. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Or March. Okay. I’ll have to find out. And the last time we talked, you 

shared so much about growing up in Mossville, your family history, feeding the family animals, 

your cousin getting stung in the eye with a wasp. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. [laughs]  

 

ARSENEAULT: And remembering when the Old Spanish Trail was paved. 

 

ROSAMORE: [00:56]  Yeah. It was gravel.  

 

ARSENEAULT: It was gravel. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So we want to talk more about that. So the first question I wanted to ask 

you, because we’re trying to figure it out, what are the geographic boundaries of Mossville? 

 

ROSAMORE: Let me see. Well, it all depends on as what are you actually looking for. 

You know what I’m saying? Because I pretty much grew up there, so it’s kind of like I didn’t 

really realize Mossville was Mossville till I was about maybe seven years old. And I remember, I 

just remember my dad taking me everywhere he went to go feed his little animals, his ducks and 
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all that. But as far as the geographical part, I’m not really sure, because I don't remember that 

much.  

But as I got older, you know, well, when you got older, I was in my twenties, I didn’t 

look at Mossville as being historic. I was just so busy raising my kids. You know what I’m 

saying? That’s what I was focusing on then. Trying to get an education so that if I did have kids I 

would be able to take care of them. And going to different jobs, trying to make money. But at 

one point, I didn’t really have to work and my dad and my mom had me spoiled. So I was kind 

of like just doing it because everybody else was doing it. You know what I mean? But not really 

trying to make a living, because I didn’t really have to. So I don't know what you’re really 

wanting to know as far as geographical. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [02:25]  Like they said like maybe from the railroad track to Perkinstown. 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, Perkinstown. That would be like, I guess that would be going toward 

Mr. Virgil. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I’m not sure.  

 

ROSAMORE: That area. See, because I’m not familiar with that part, you know what I’m 

saying? All I remember was Old Spanish Trail has always been call Old Spanish Trail. Now I 

spoke to one of my dad’s cousins that was in his eighties before he died. And he told me that 

Mossville was once called Shoats’ Prairie. And he said all the Indians lived along the rivers 

there. That was before my time. And I guess, because he was in his eighties, so it must have been 
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when he was a young boy, maybe? And a lot of things you know that he told me about was back 

in his days, that I wouldn’t have never knew. You know what I’m saying?  

Now Perkinstown, I’m not sure where Perkinstown is. I don't know if that’s where my 

dad’s mother’s family lived? Because they had Perkinses live further down, like going towards 

Sulphur. And that was my grandma’s people as well. So I guess that would be called 

Perkinstown. Because it was called different areas. Because where I lived, on Evergreen was 

called, that area there was Mossville. Then you had going towards Westlake area was called Bel 

Air. And going towards the tracks, going like you’re going toward Highway 90, that was called, 

that’s still called Queensboro. So it was like three little areas it was called, but everybody was 

originally from Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT: That’s what we were wondering, because they had a bunch of different 

names for different subdivisions. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [04:08]  And we’re like well where, exactly, is, because they would say 

Edgerly or Bel Air or Saprack. And we’re like, where’s Mossville?  

 

ROSAMORE: Well, it was really all of Mossville. But it was just named different areas. 

Like where we lived was Mossville. But where you go down Prater Road and all the houses back 

there was Queensboro. And then you go down OST [Old Spanish Trail] and go towards 

Westlake, they had a subdivision behind the school that was called Bel Air. And so it was like 
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three, three parts that I knew. But now, like I said, when I talked to my daddy’s cousin that was 

still alive, he was eighty-something, he told me that Mossville once was called Shoats’ Prairie. 

And he said they used to have a post office that was called Moss’ post office. Well, I never lived 

to see that, you know, I wasn’t even born. But apparently it had all the little things that a little 

town would have. But then somewhere in there, they lost all that. Or something happened with 

that. I don't know. Because when I was born, there was no post office there. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [05:19]  So it was there maybe back in like the 1900s and then you all 

never had one again? 

 

ROSAMORE: No. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

ROSAMORE: We was pretty much unincorporated as long as I can remember, which 

mean that we was a little town sitting right there, but we was not affiliated with Westlake nor 

Sulphur. We was our own little town. Kind of like where I’m living now. It’s like in the LeBleu 

Settlement. We are, our address is always Lake Charles and sometimes Iowa, but we are not 

really with them, you know what I mean? Like Lake Charles [Iowa?], we’re not connected. 

We’re just our own little community, like Mossville was. Like we got our water from Mossville. 

And so— 

 

ARSENEAULT: [06:08] Did you all ever try to become incorporated? 
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ROSAMORE: No. Well, actually, it was always that, even when my dad was living. And 

when his dad was living, there was never a cooperating level of community. It’s like the plants 

can come and build by us and we had no say. That’s what I mean when I say unincorporated. 

Anything could have came in our area and do anything they wanted and we couldn’t say a word. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I see. 

 

ROSAMORE: You know what I mean? Because the plants have been around us for a 

long time. I mean, that’s what we grew up knowing, you know what I’m saying? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Had always been there. 

 

ROSAMORE: [06:45]  Mm hmm. Always been there. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Like your early memories. How has the community changed? Like how 

have you seen it change, like from when you were a little girl? Like its appearance. 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, lord. From when I was little, I remember me and my little cousins 

used to sit out in the yard. And we would actually have, they had this game we used to play. We 

used to count the cars and say this is my car, this is my car, this is my car. Well, it was like it 

would take forever. By the time I say, this is my car, the next car pass, it would take forever. And 

then you forget who said the last one was my car.  
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ARSENEAULT: Because you don’t see cars. 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, it was like hours before we would see a car. And all of a sudden, I 

guess whenever the trailer park opened, then it was like a busy street. It went from a gravel road 

to a paved top, a black top road. It went from where we was like totally country, you know what 

I’m saying? You’d see cars every now and then, to where we start seeing cars a lot. We used to 

go hunting in the back of our houses easily. And then all of a sudden, people start buying out the 

property for the dirt pits and all that, so we couldn’t go hunting no more. 

  

ARSENEAULT: [08:00]  What would you all hunt? 

 

ROSAMORE: In back of our houses. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Just go in the back? 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. My dad used to teach me and my brother how to shoot birds. And 

then my daddy and them, and his brother, used to hunt all the time rabbits and stuff like that. So 

they would go in the back of the houses, and they’re hunting rabbits and they come back with the 

rabbits. We would shoot birds. Me and my brother, he taught us how to do that. And then just all 

of a sudden, I guess, when [unclear] started buying, digging the dirt for different things they 

were doing, then it end up where we had got ponds back there. And it wasn’t really [closed off?] 

where nobody could go. They was just digging for the dirt so they didn’t care what happened. So 

we would just go back there, start fishing, too. 
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ARSENEAULT: So the rain water would fill it up? 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, yeah. Fill it up. And then the fishes would come. I mean, the fishes 

would literally come. And that’s where we did a lot of fishing when we was young. Go back 

there in the holes. And then my brother and me used to go and swim in the holes, you know? 

Now I know that snakes go in holes, too. But then we was always told that snakes don’t bite in 

the water. [laughter] So- 

 

ARSENEAULT: [09:10]  I don't know if that’s true. 

 

ROSAMORE: I don't know if that’s true. So all the guys would just go fishing. Go 

fishing or swimming. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So a plant came and dug the holes for the dirt? Or?  

 

ROSAMORE: No, it was a dirt company. It was called Civil Construction. Gene [Cow?] 

and there was Macmanus. They bought the property from my daddy’s uncle, one of them. So 

they were digging holes. I think they were, I don't know, they were digging. Taking the dirt and 

bringing it somewhere. Well, and then by them digging the dirt and bringing it somewhere, well 

that made a big old hole. So as it kept raining and raining and raining, it built up water. And you 

know, and then next thing you know, we was able to go back there and fish. And nobody put fish 

in it. It was like the sky, the water, the rain, I don't know. But it was fish. 
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ARSENEAULT: What would you all do, your dad would like skin them and stuff? Or what 

would y’all do? 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, he taught us how to clean fish. He said, “Because if you ever get to 

where you know, you all want to go fishing when you get older with your kids, you might as 

well clean your fish while you’re already out there on the river instead of waiting to take it home. 

And then I’m going to show you all how to do it.” And so he taught me and my brother. And we 

both know how to clean fish. We both still fish. And there’s a place I bought. I bought another 

place with another fishing pond. Because I had one at home, and so my brother comes and we go 

drive to the back of the house, to the property, and go fishing. And we feel like eating, you know, 

we’ll keep them and we’ll clean them and then I’ll fry them in my little old cabin I got. And we 

just make it [out of a day?]. But we always did. I mean, we grew up, me and my brother, on the 

river. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [10:48]  Right. 

 

ROSAMORE: Because my dad and mom, we used to take her every Saturday. So me and 

my brother would go with them. So we pretty much learned a lot about fishing by my grandma 

and my daddy, you know? So I guess whatever you grew up doing, that’s what you carry with 

you. And I did that for years. And when I started having children, I would bring my kids with me 

on the river. We would make a whole day out of it. I would bring sandwiches and drinks while I 

fished. And a few of my kids love to fish. My boys. Not my girls. 
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ARSENEAULT: [11:23] Not so much. 

 

ROSAMORE: It was [unclear] in the car. So.  

 

ARSENEAULT: They missed out. 

 

ROSAMORE: So they didn’t really care. But then my boys really, which I’m glad, you 

know, they kind of picked up the habit. Because when I go out there fishing now, my little baby 

boy, well he’s not a baby boy, but he’s twenty-eight years old. But he’ll go out there with me and 

we spend the whole day. And we just love it, you know. It’s just— 

 

ARSENEAULT: It’s relaxing. 

 

ROSAMORE: It’s a relaxing thing that would take your mind off of whatever. Because I 

was always told if you go and sit by the water any worries you have will go into that water. It’s 

like a peaceful day. And that really is true. Because when I get stressed or just tired of being 

around everybody, I just go out there in my pond. And don’t have to catch the fish. I just like 

seeing the water move. And the quietness, you know? And even back then, the birds. Nature 

would be so, where you could hear it all the time, you know? And it was like, wow. You know? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Now it’s like more— 
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ROSAMORE: Well where I’m at now is more, I can hear them like I did when I was 

young. Because I live in the country now. But before I moved to Mossville, it’s like it wasn’t as 

much crickets you can hear no more, owls. Because they cleared out almost all the woods 

around. So that was pretty much gone. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [12:58] Did you all keep hunting after they like started clearing everything 

out? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, we had other places we can go that was still country. That wasn’t 

dolled up. But the woods cleared out. Like in Carlyss, because me and my children’s dad, his 

family were not originally from Mossville. But they moved there. His Mama said, whenever he 

was a baby they moved to Mossville. So we all kind of, well, he grew up at the latter part of, you 

know, kind of like when we was in our, he born in ’58, I born in, he born in ’59, I born in ’60. So 

it’s kind of like we grew up together. So whenever we got older, we end up getting married. And 

so me, and him, and my brother would go fishing. A lot of places you can go other than 

Mossville by that time. We had Hackberry, they had Cameron, and the hunting, you can go to 

Carlyss, you can go to all these places and still could hunt. They were still country areas. 

 

ARSENEAULT: You just had to travel a little further. 

 

ROSAMORE: You had to travel a little further. But you know, back in the day, even 

when I was with my children’s father, because he would go hunting for coons and rabbits. And 

basically that’s how we made our money to pay our bills. Because we would go to these people 
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they called the trappers. They would buy the hides from you. [. . .?] even dried them, might have 

stretched them. That’s how we paid our bills a lot of times.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So they would buy the animal hides? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. They had to be certain ones now. They had to be the rabbits, 

the raccoons, because they could make hats and all this. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [14:39]  How much do you get for a raccoon hide? 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, God, it was pretty money back then. And if you had like, and he 

would kill a lot of raccoons. You know. But he would eat the raccoons, but I wouldn’t. But 

anyway. 

 

ARSENEAULT: How do you cook raccoon? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, in an oven. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Really? I never knew that. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. That’s what he used to, bake it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I’ve had rabbit. I’ve never had raccoon. 
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ROSAMORE: Well, bake it in the oven. And you could have sweet potato with it. I 

mean, to me it looks like a dog. So I couldn’t eat it. But anyway, [laughs] but back then, that was 

the meal. Everybody would eat it. Go coon hunting and they would have a big old feast, call all 

their friends over. Sitting out there drinking. Putting the coon on the pit. Oh, lord. But anyway, I 

just— 

 

ARSENEAULT: [15:27]  How many people does one raccoon feed? 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, honey! It could feed about three or four people. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I guess it’s bigger than a chicken. 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. It could feed about three or four people. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow. I never thought about that. That’s interesting. 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. And they put the barbecues sauce on it as like a piece of 

chicken. Yeah. But I never had the stomach for it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [15:46]  Never tried it? 

 

ROSAMORE: No. 
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ARSENEAULT: It’s really interesting. [you didn’t want to taste it?] 

 

ROSAMORE: I didn’t even like the way it smelled when it was baking in the oven. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What did it smell like? 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh my god. Funky. Musky. Like a weird smell. But the old hands loved it. 

There was a man living around the corner from us, poor thing, he’s dead and gone, but that was 

my daddy’s cousin. That’s what he would do. He would even eat possums. And armadillos. My 

grandma on my mama’s side, she used to eat turtles. And I couldn’t do turtles, because they like 

snakes to me. I couldn’t do turtles. But anyway. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [16:23]  How do you cook a turtle? Like I’m so curious. 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, they make a turtle sauce. Sauce piquant. They do egg gravy and bell 

peppers and all that. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And put it over rice? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. Definitely. [Grandma?] would just eat the legs. Well you know, 

once you take the shell out, that’s not too much to that turtle there. So you got the legs. And the 

skin. But they do eat eggs, too. I used to eat the little orange eggs of the turtle. I didn’t know. But 

they sure was good when they was cooked, though. But I couldn’t do the turtle itself because I 
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mean, you’ve got to like what you’re eating, and when you look at it, it’s like, [makes grimacing 

sound] I couldn’t do it. 

 But you know, things were, I mean, you could see the times change drastically, you 

know, because we went from being able to do whatever we wanted, our kids could ride the 

bicycles on the street, didn’t have to worry about it because cars were coming every now and 

then. Then all of a sudden, we had to watch the kids. We used to [eat nettle?]. So like we had to 

go to grocery store. We could leave our house unlocked. And our doors closed but unlocked. 

Stay gone and visit whoever we wanted to visit. Come back. And you didn’t have to worry about 

nobody going in your house because back then everybody was neighbors, so everybody would 

watch everybody’s house. Oh, look, I’m going to be going to so and so. And you tell your 

neighbor. Well your neighbor going to watch your house while you’re gone. And it would go 

like vice versa, you know?  So it’s kind of like, it was sort of different. And as the years went, 

well, then you better lock your house or you come back, all your stuff will be gone! 

 

ARSENEAULT: [17:52]  Where did you all go to the grocery store? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, then it was like Westlake. Because we could go shop in Westlake 

and go shop in [Sulphur?]. But it was still close to us. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Was there a grocery store in Mossville? 

 

ROSAMORE: Never was. Never was. 
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ARSENEAULT: [18:09]  Like a gas station or something, maybe? 

 

ROSAMORE: They had a gas station. It was called, well they had an old man opened up 

a gas station and his name was Walter B. Smith. But it was like a little, just a gas station and 

that’s it. And then we had the other little store that opened up years later that was called Bell’s 

7/11. That was on OST. So gas and plus it was like a little convenience store. And I worked there 

when I was young. I was like seventeen, somewhere around there, you know, and we finally got 

a little store. And then it was a long time before we had water. They had to do wells. Water 

wells. When I was growing up, we had water wells. Until I got a certain age. And then they ran 

water. But the water stopped [. . .?] at the house where I was living [before I sold to?] Sasol 

[energy and chemical company]. That’s where it stopped and my dad and the family that passed 

me, they had to get their water from DeQuincy. You know, we always lived in Mossville, but 

Mossville stopped the water at a certain point. And then the other ones that lived still in 

Mossville, they had to get theirs in DeQuincy. But yeah, there was a point where you had no 

water. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [19:20]  So it was all in the well. 

 

ROSAMORE: No bathrooms. You know, inside bathrooms. I grew up with an inside 

bathroom. But my mom said before we bought, they didn’t have inside bathrooms, they had to 

make those toilets on the outside. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Like an outhouse or something. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Myrtle Rosamore          4700.2470          Tape 4482                                                                   17 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. Yeah. But I don't remember that part. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [19:41]  What did they use for toilet paper? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, you know, they got the toilet paper from the store. And I think they 

said back in the day they had to use stuff like lime. 

 

ARSENEAULT: To dissolve it. 

 

ROSAMORE: In that thing, I guess it was to kill all the whatevers, you know. Because 

you couldn’t throw it, because you couldn’t, you had no way to throw it away. So I guess, I 

guess they figured out a way.  

 

ARSENEAULT: I’m always interested like how our ancestors lived. Like how did they 

survive without an indoor bathroom? We take it for granted. 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, and they had the outhouse. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. 

 

ROSAMORE: [20:14]  And I just don’t know how did they really do it. Because I 

remember when I was little, I remember going to my mama’s neighbor, you know, and they still 

had the outhouse. It was an old lady. It was my daddy’s cousin. And I would be scared to go in 
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there, you know? I would cry not to go in there. Because you look down there, you know, being 

a little girl, oh my god. You’re not used to it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: When I go camping, that’s how I’m like. 

 

ROSAMORE: You don’t know if nothing was in there. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. Something might bite you. 

 

ROSAMORE: A snake or something. And I would go all the way back home. I wouldn’t 

use the bathroom, because I was too scared. But it’s strange how things have changed.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [20:55]  Yeah. 

 

ROSAMORE: We had no lights at one point. We used to use kerosene lamps over the 

whole house. I remember that. And we used to, we had no air conditioning. We used to use 

window fans. And some houses had attic fans, you know? And once you turned the attic fan on 

at night, well, the whole house gets cool. But then when you wake up in the morning, feel like 

you damp, or your sheets damp. But you slept good.  

 

ARSENEAULT: How long, when did you get light? 

 

ROSAMORE: When did we get lights? 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Myrtle Rosamore          4700.2470          Tape 4482                                                                   19 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

ARSENEAULT: Mm hmm. Do you remember? 

 

ROSAMORE: [21:28]  I had to be about, I had to be up there. Well, I could have been a 

little bit younger, because I remember being able to get dressed with lights. Going to school. I 

had to be about maybe nine or ten when the lights came, that I can remember. Just anything 

before that, I don't remember us having lights then. But we had those kerosene lamps. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What if you had to get up in the middle of the night and you had to light— 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. Pretty much. Or, well, if I had to get up, I would tell my dad. 

And my dad would get up and light the kerosene. And would hold it while I go to the bathroom, 

you know what I’m saying? Because other than that, I didn’t know what to do with that. And I 

can’t stand them things to the day. That ain’t no lighting. And it had an odor, you know? 

 

ARSENEAULT: [22:15]  It’s all musky, the oil— 

 

ROSAMORE: Had an odor to it, too. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. It’s so crazy. I was curious about the gathering places in the 

community. Like where did people get together? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, most of the gathering was at your homes. It was like, say like if like 

for Christmas, everybody went to my grandma house, which was where my aunt lives now, and 
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my dad and them grew up at. Everybody would meet there. And my grandma would make the 

homemade cakes, homemade pies. And my dad and them would be [unclear] and then there 

would be everybody there. As far as family gatherings. Now as the years went, then they built 

the recreation center. So then you had to reserve and then everybody would go there. But we did 

a lot of our gatherings at, you know, like at my dad’s or mom. Because she was still living at that 

time. Because she died in her seventies. So every gathering was, everybody would go over there. 

And that’s where we went the whole day for every gathering. All the kids. You know, because 

they had like three acres of land. So all the kids were everywhere.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [23:30]  Just playing. 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So it was like holidays you would go there. 

 

ROSAMORE: Holidays, or just if one of my daddy’s brothers or sisters was coming in 

from town, and everybody knew they was coming, so then everybody would go to my grandma’s 

house, and my grandma would bake those cakes and all that stuff. You know, she would bake all 

the time. So looks like that was just something she did. You know?  But if she knew somebody 

was coming, and she knew what kind of cake they like or what kind of pie they like, she would 

have that pie made, you know, and stuff like that. And then everybody would be loading up over 

there at my grandma’s. And there was a bunch of us back then. 
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ARSENEAULT: [24:07]  Did you all just hang out? What did you all do when you all were 

there? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, you know— 

 

ARSENEAULT: Just eat and— 

 

ROSAMORE: Back in the days, you know, kids like us used to play [hopscotch?] the 

girls, and boys used to shoot the marbles. So it was like the boys was doing that, or the boys was 

shooting basketball or they was going fishing or they was going swimming in the hole back 

there. The girls was mostly around everybody else, because it was, because my mama was like, 

oh, no, you not leaving this [yard?]. So me and my cousin would play jacks or play hopscotch. 

And that’s what we did. And back then, that was fun, you know? And I remember, I guess my 

brother must have got bored with all that stuff. So he built us a treehouse. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [24:52]  Is he your older brother? 

 

ROSAMORE: He’s my only brother, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Your only brother. 

 

ROSAMORE: But he older than me. 
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ARSENEAULT: He’s older than you. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. And so for some reason, he knew how to build stuff. So he asked 

my dad. And one day he said, “Daddy, if you get me the lumber, I’ll build me and Marie kind of 

like a clubhouse.” But it was a treehouse. It was a house in the trees. And so my dad went and 

got him the lumber. And he built that treehouse with some steps. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, cool. 

 

ROSAMORE: [25:23]  So when our friends would come over, we would have like a little 

party up there. Go to the store, buy some sodas and chips and make ourselves, and our mom 

would make us sandwiches and stuff. And we all just stepped out, just acted silly, you know, 

coming down. And then my daddy, he had a, because he had these big old two oak trees. And he 

put us a big old swing with the big old board come across it. And we would swing on that. Girl, 

it was just, back then, we was young, it was like so much fun. Compared to now, you know. Kids 

now want the video games. That wasn’t even our option back then. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. 

 

ROSAMORE: We didn’t know even what that was. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [26:01]  What was Christmas like? 
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ROSAMORE: Oh, god. Christmas was the best ever. I mean, being a little girl. Because 

Mama bought me this baby doll. I still remember that baby doll to this day. And it looked like 

she was taller than me. But I can hold her hand and she would walk with me. And I thought oh 

my God! You know, I was little. I was like so excited. And that’s the memory I remember is that 

little doll. And then I used to love to watch Cinderella. And Mama bought me a Cinderella 

watch. And it’s like that’s the two things I remember that I was just so happy with. You know? 

It’s like Cinderella was real, being a little girl. And this doll was like she could just walk 

wherever I wanted her to go. It was like I was guiding her. It was just— 

 

ARSENEAULT: Good memories. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. You know, I mean, I’m sure there’s more. But that’s the ones that 

stuck with me. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [26:58]  That stick out to me. 

 

ROSAMORE: And when my kids ask me, “Mom, how was your Christmas when you 

were growing up?” And that’s the only two things I can always tell them. But I say, I know 

there’s more. But that’s what stuck with me, you know? And my dad, they didn’t give us what 

we wanted; they give us what we need. You know what I’m saying? Because I’m sure I would, I 

wanted a lot of stuff. But I didn’t get it. But then, they made sure that we didn’t go without 

Christmas. You know what I’m saying? And it was hard back then, too. Because my dad used to 

work at the plants. You know, sometimes the plants decide when they want to go on strike and 
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he ain’t got no job. But he was a good provider. He knew how to save just in case of things like 

that, you know? So we never really went without Christmas. We never went without our 

birthdays. We never went without holidays, period. So, you know. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did your mom cook for Christmas and all that kind of stuff? 

 

ROSAMORE: My mom would cook. And then when I got older, well, see, back in them 

days, it was my mom and her mom was living with us. So they would cook. And as we girls got 

older, they taught us how to cook. So when it was a holiday, we all would be in the kitchen, one 

doing this, one doing that. Until we all had the meal done. And the meal would, we’d just sit 

back and wait for the meal to be cooked. You know, about like what they do now. It didn’t 

change that much. [laughter]You know, so I mean, I learnt how to cook from them. And so when 

my girls got older, I taught them how to cook. I taught my boys, too. Because I said because one 

day, you never know, you might get married or you might not. And you might get married and 

then decide that you’re not going to stay together, and you’ve got to be able to take care of 

yourself and you should know how to cook for yourself. And so that’s what I did. I only taught 

them what was taught to me. So, you know. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [28:55]  What kind of things would they cook? 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, now, you mean? Or-- 

 

ARSENEAULT: Back then. Like your grandmother and your mom. 
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ROSAMORE: Well it was mostly, a lot of them used to love to barbecue outside. It was 

like everybody was an outside person. Or not an outside person, but everything tasted better 

outside. Even when we used to go fishing, we used to cook the fish outside. And the fish tasted 

different. We would bread chicken, we would fry the chicken outside. It’s like the food just 

didn’t taste the same from in-house to the outside. And so we did a lot of outside, smoking meat, 

you know, frying fish. Making ice cream, homemade ice cream, you know. And it would be a 

whole slew of [. . .?]. Then my grandma would bake the cake, so that we could eat the cake with 

the ice cream. And it was like everybody would come over, just to make some homemade ice 

cream. 

 

ARSENEAULT: How would they make it? 

 

ROSAMORE: You know, we used to have this ice cream maker that you have to like 

this, turn it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: You had to crank it. 

 

ROSAMORE: [29:55]  Yeah, crank it. And you put ice in there with the rock salt. And 

you make up the actual recipe for the strawberry ice cream or vanilla. And then they would pour 

it in this big old silver thing, I never forget that. And then as you turn that ice, it’s making ice 

cream. That stuff you mixed up, it’s making it harder and harder and harder. But you got to turn 

it and turn it. And you had to put a towel inside there to make sure it stayed cold. Just kept 

turning till we got ice cream. And ice cream lasts a while, you know? And that’s what 
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everybody, mainly on Sundays. You know, everybody went to church. Or the ones that didn’t go 

to church, that’s what Sundays would be.  We already know we had to go to [. . .?] house, 

because everybody having ice cream. Called an ice cream social. All the grownups [. . .?] cake 

and ice cream. But the kids would get ice cream and cake, too. But it was mainly for the 

grownups, you know. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Was that at church? 

 

ROSAMORE: That was at home. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh. 

 

ROSAMORE: That was at home. Now at churches, you know, used to have family day 

and all that. Then they would have ice cream and stuff like that. Or you know, everybody would 

bring a dish, you know. But I was still kind of young. Because when I got old enough, because I 

was going to church myself. So I was remembering that all that was going after I got old enough 

to go to church. But I should have been in church. But you know how kids are, oh, I don’t feel 

like going, I don’t want to get up. Well, I was one of them kids. [laughs] Then when I got older, 

then I said well, I started going. And I enjoyed it, you know? 

 

ARSENEAULT: [31:33]  Where did you all go to church? 
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ROSAMORE: Well I went to church, it was in Sulphur. It’s called Willow Spring Baptist, 

when I was young. And me and my brother. And I used to sing in the choir and I actually sing 

solos and all that good stuff. But I did that in so many years. But anyway, but you know, Mama 

said, well, if you all go, if you all get dressed for church, we’ll make sure you get there. So me 

and my brother would get up every morning, get ready for church. That was a way of us getting 

out of the house, too. Because school and home and then, you know, and my brother would go 

with our cousins and shoot basketball after the rec opened up. They would go and spend all day 

at the rec, shooting basketball or just doing whatever. Then they opened up a swimming pool, so 

then that was another thing we started being able to do. All the kids, you know. And you know, 

opened up a gym. And then we had this two-story white building. I never forget, it was called the 

Masonic Hall. It’s where all the children our age would have what they called record hops on 

Friday nights after you get out of school. And that’s where, well— 

 

ARSENEAULT: [32:43]  What’s a record hop? 

 

ROSAMORE: My mama let me go one time. But—It’s kind of like a party. You know 

what I’m saying? It’s a party where all the teenagers can go and you know, chill and dance off 

the music. And so they called that the record hop. That’s where this guy would spin records. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Like a DJ was there? 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. And it was one of the guys that was in school with us, actually. 

[laughs]  
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ARSENEAULT: Oh. 

 

ROSAMORE: We used to have the little jukeboxes, you know, with a player. But then 

you had speakers you could add to it. So it was just one person kept spinning the records while 

everybody else danced and then drinking soda pops or whatever. And they used to have this lady 

that lived in Bel Air. And used to run a canteen, she called it. But it was for kids. It was for 

young children. She used to have where no alcohol. But she would have where everybody can go 

and listen to music in there. Eat ice cream or floats or whatever, you know. And that’s how she 

ran it. So, I mean, we had fun back in the day, you know. It don’t seem like it to our children. 

But I enjoyed it because they kept us out of trouble, a lot of things out of trouble. Because 

usually, trouble was easy to get into. But if your parent did not find things to keep you busy, then 

you would have been in trouble a lot. But my mama made sure if we wasn’t on the fishing creek, 

we was on camping or they’d find stuff for us to do as families. You know, because everybody 

would get together and plan, well, let’s have such and such on Saturday, whatever it was. 

Everybody knew, all the family would be there. So sometimes they was cousins we ain’t seen in 

a while, and they would come in. So to me, that was exciting, you know what I’m saying? It’s 

just— 

 

ARSENEAULT: [34:24]  Where would you all go camping? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, I would have to, there’s this place called Houston River. You 

probably heard of it. 
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ARSENEAULT: I think I have.  

 

ROSAMORE: And they used to have spots where people used to, they used to have this 

place called the country slab. It’s where you would go down the little road and you would get 

right there. And there’s this big old country slab where everybody would go. You could park 

your campers there and everything or whatever. And you could stay there for as long as you 

want. It was right by the river and all that. That’s something else that had been changed through 

the years. And you would pass up out of a church that I used to go to, that was still considered 

Houston River back there. And you used to have [kowpans?] that we could rent, or my dad used 

to rent, that we could rent out for the weekend and we could stay by the river all weekend, you 

know? But as time got older, now, it’s still there but it’s owned by other people. But it was just, 

happens back then that my dad and them used to rent. But now it’s on this post and you can’t go 

back there. I mean, it done change, too. So I guess, you know, through the years, times just, 

everything. It’s kind of like this sort of stuff. Time just changes, you know? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Right. I know. 

 

ROSAMORE: It ain’t like it used to be. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [35:42]  I was curious about the weddings in Mossville. 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh. 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Myrtle Rosamore          4700.2470          Tape 4482                                                                   30 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

ARSENEAULT: Were those big social events? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, any particular one you’re talking about? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Well, just like, was it a big like social event? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, the only one I remember is mine, actually. [laughs]  

 

ARSENEAULT: Well you can just tell me about yours. 

 

ROSAMORE: And I don’t mean to be biased, but— 

 

ARSENEAULT: Well, yeah. 

 

ROSAMORE: That’s the only one I remember. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [36:10]  Did you get married at Willow Springs? 

 

ROSAMORE: I got married at Willow Springs Baptist, me and my children, my 

children’s dad. And we had the reception at the [Mossville?] rec. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Is that what people usually did? 
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ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. Back in the day. Everybody was there. When I say everybody, 

I don’t mean, not just your family, the whole town. 

 

ARSENEAULT: How many people, do you think? 

 

ROSAMORE: The whole community. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow. 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh my God. Because everybody knew everybody. So it’s kind of like, 

wow, she’s getting married. So it was like everybody took that day off to be at the wedding. And 

at the church it was like people were standing. In the back, all the seats were full, all the pulpit 

was full, everything. And when we got to the rec, it was packed there, too. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [37:01]  How do you feed that many people? That’s a lot of work.  

 

ROSAMORE: Well, let me tell you. Back in the day whenever I got married, my 

husband’s dad cooked for all of his family that came in, you know what I’m saying? And then he 

also cooked for the reception. And then my dad did the same. So it’s kind of like both families 

came together and they made it a big event and had enough food for everybody. Because back 

then you knew, oh, it’s going to be a bunch of people. A girl, first time getting married, it’s like 

they looked highly upon that. So it was just like, they were just like, everybody was pitching in, 

pitching in. You know, bringing this, bringing that. Also it’s kind of like, but then my dad was 
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on the strike that that particular time when I got married. And my mom’s mom, she bought my, 

she bought my groom’s cake, she had that made. My mother’s twin sister, she bought my 

wedding cake. My mom bought my wedding dress. Let me see, and my dad, my dad paid for all 

my invitations. Back then, it was a little bit cheaper but it still was— 

 

ARSENEAULT: Like still some money. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. But the weddings was always either given at the house. Because we 

had some weddings that was given in the people’s yard, too. You know, it just depend. Well, 

matter of fact, my brother, my brother got married. And they had a yard wedding. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Is it because the yards were big enough? 

 

ROSAMORE: [38:36]  No, it was just his wife wanted to have a yard wedding. Which is 

nice, because they barbecued at the house while you standing up in the wedding party or 

whatever, and you smelled the meat smoking on the pit. [laughs]  

 

ARSENEAULT: [laughs] Everyone getting hungry, like, “Hurry up! Say ‘I do!’” 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. And it was all nice. You know, it was like, it all depends on what a 

person wanted. My mama wanted me to be married in a church. And I was already going to 

church. So it was like a big old thing in church. But then my brother’s girlfriend, well her dad 

and them wanted her to have a home, in the yard. And they was nice weddings, too. They all 
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weddings. So that’s what they did. You know, they had it all done just like as if they was in a 

church, but they was in a yard. And lord, the people was there, too. The whole town was there. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [39:28]  So that was pretty normal? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. Pretty well normal. You know, because anybody got married, 

everybody was there. Because the town was just so small. And everybody knew everybody. 

Everybody was related.  Except for the man I married and the woman that my brother married, 

we weren’t kin to them. But everybody else we was, so. The whole town was our people. So of 

course they was [. . . ?]. And everybody that did get married either got married to Mount Zion 

Baptist Church that was in Mossville. Or they got married at Willow Springs. Those was only 

two active churches back then.  

But then we had all the other churches come. Reverend [Clophus’s?] Church now. Now 

we got a church in Bel Air. I mean, Queensboro. And it’s called Philadelphia God in Christ. 

Well, those churches weren’t there whenever we got married. That one little church, and I forget 

the name of it. I think that was House of Prayer back then. But it was a nondenominational, but 

we didn’t belong to it, so. But most of the people that got married back then, oh, it was a big old 

bash. I mean, everybody was there. Even the ones, even if you didn’t invite them, they was there. 

So you knew had to cook enough for everybody. Because you’re not going to let somebody 

come and then going to try to feed them. So you made sure you had enough food. Even if you 

didn’t use it all, you would split it between the families. You know, they take some home, you 

take some home. So that the food could be distributed out to everybody there was enough. Yeah. 

Pretty much. Oh, yeah. My wedding was, it was very nice, I think. 
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ARSENEAULT: It sounds nice. 

 

ROSAMORE: The first wedding is always, will always be— 

 

ARSENEAULT: [41:20]  Good memory. 

 

ROSAMORE: The one you always remember the most. You can marry fifteen times, but 

the first will always be the one. Because you’re young. You know, you’re young, you’re hyped 

up, you’re happy. And anyway. 

 

ARSENEAULT: You’re happy about life and stuff. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What about funerals? Were those the community, too? 

 

ROSAMORE: [41:40]  Oh, well, back then, I‘m trying to remember. Well, my grandma 

with my dad and mom, she got married, Willow Springs Baptist. And my grandpa was gone way 

before I born. He died in the ‘40s. But they say he was buried at Mount Zion Baptist Church. 

And the funerals, well, when I was a little girl, I remember they used to have funerals in the 

homes. You know, with a casket in the house. And you had to sleep there all night. And I used to 

be scared, scared, scared. But then when I got older, they started having the funerals at the 

churches. And by then, there was only a few, far and between churches. So but back then, even if 
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you didn’t belong to a church, they would still pass your body through the church. You know 

what I’m saying? But now it’s totally different. Now you got to belong to a church. Or somebody 

that’s related to you is going to that church. That’s the only way you might get your body 

through that church if something happen to you.  

But oh, yeah, the funeral were always, it used to be where they were in the home, and 

then they just somewhere in there, they got rid of that and then they started bringing them to the 

funeral homes. Or in the funeral home, you could have there. But it was mostly at the churches. 

But the churches, the only one was in Mossville. But not everybody wanted to, not everybody 

was funeralized at that church. Because some people went to church across the road. Willow 

Springs, though, because my dad was funeralized at Willow Spring. And-- 

 

ARSENEAULT: [43:25]  Is that where he’s buried— He’s buried there? 

 

ROSAMORE: Actually, he is buried at Perkins Cemetery. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Where is that? 

 

ROSAMORE: That’s in Westlake.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay.  

 

ROSAMORE: But his mom is there, his brother is there. A lot of our relatives is in there. 

And then a lot of our relatives is in Mount Zion, too. And then that church, I think it was called, I 
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want to say it was, well, it was called House of Prayer, that I can remember. Then we got 

relatives buried back there, too, on my dad’s side. And it was a church on the corner. On Prater 

and OST, and I can’t remember that old church, but they finally tore it down, I guess, because it 

was infested with bees. So they finally tore it down. But I can’t remember the name of the 

church, because I guess I didn’t go there. So, I don't know. At least they have the store, it used to 

be on Prater. Kind of like a little country store. Real country store. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [44:24]  What does that mean, a real country store? 

 

ROSAMORE: You know like you could buy your bologna. They can cut it up the size 

you want. You know that, ham, you know, but now you got to go and buy your ham in packs. 

But when I say country, I mean that you just go there and buy everything. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Old-fashioned. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. As [unclear] tells me, there’s a place like that in Eunice and I want 

to go. It’s called Slaughterhouse. Now we used to have a slaughterhouse. Back then, it used to be 

called Elkins and Lejay’s, which is going down OST, like you’re going to Sulphur. And you 

used to go there and buy your bologna sliced, or your ham or your chicken and your pork chops 

cooked the way you want. All that, you know? That was back in the day, though. It ain’t been 

like that in a long time. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I wouldn’t even know how to order.  
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ROSAMORE: [45:12]  When I was old enough to remember, I remember this man and 

this lady used to ride this horse and buggy. They was the only couple that were doing this horse 

and buggy. And his name was Pete Moss and his wife’s name was Ms. Virginia. They would ride 

to Elkins and Lejay on their horse. I guess that’s when it was fading out, when they was the only 

two, the only couple that still had a horse and buggy. And, but they had to be in their eighties. So 

they didn’t live long after I remember they were there, you know what I’m saying? They didn’t 

live long after that, so I guess they was pretty old. I don't know. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah.  

 

ARSENEAULT: I see people still riding their horses around sometimes. 

 

ROSAMORE: [45:51]  Oh, yeah. Because my uncle has a horse. But it was really 

plentiful until Sasol bought out a lot of them. A lot of them had horses that they bought out. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Really? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. Oh, yeah. Because Tony, Tony Bernard used to have a rodeo. It 

was called Tony’s Arena, where everybody would go there and have rodeos. And they would 

walk their horses down Evergreen. And you know, just exercise them. Oh, yeah, they had a lot of 

horses. But then when they bought out that section, well, that took a lot of horses away, too. And 
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that pretty much took the country out, too, you know? Because all that [stands for?] country. But 

now, I may not see a lot of horses. I see squirrels in the yard, rabbits, all that. It’s a big, major 

change. You know? Still trying to get adjust. But I guess you [make new memories?] out, like 

they say. 

 

ARSENEAULT: That’s true. What stories did your elders tell you about the history of 

Mossville? 

 

ROSAMORE: It was gosis. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What? 

 

ROSAMORE: Gosis. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Gosis? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What’s that mean? 

 

ROSAMORE: Ghosts lived there. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [47:09]  Oh. 
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ROSAMORE: Yeah. My dad used to tell me that all the time. I mean, I’ve actually 

experienced it.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Where do they live? 

 

ROSAMORE: On Evergreen. [laughs]  

 

ARSENEAULT: Whose ghost is it? 

 

ROSAMORE: We don’t know. It was just gosis. You know what I’m saying? I guess 

back then, they used to, I don't know, the souls wasn’t resting, is what my dad used to call it. Oh, 

yeah, because my dad used to tell me, because he had an auntie that lived off of Evergreen. But 

she was, you know, like Evergreen but into the woods. And he’d say, and she had a picket fence. 

And he’d say, and this lady, and she had a son that used to pick at the ghosts all the time. And 

he’d say, [unclear]. One night them ghosts come through, and they just ran up and down that 

picket fence, da, da, da, da, da, da. And when they got up the hill, [claps hands] knocked him on 

his face and his whole skin fell. I said, really, Daddy? And he say yeah. 

[48:09]  I remember when my dad used to walk with me to his mama’s house, which is 

where my [. . . ?] property is. And I was a little girl, because I was real little, he used to say, “I’m 

going to tell you right now, when the light’s off, you will hear all kind of sounds. But when I 

turn the flashlight on, it’s going to stop.” Well, honey, we walked, there was a sounded like a 

basketball, boom, boom, boom, boom. When my dad turned the light on, as long as the light on, 
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we didn’t hear it no more. The minute he’d turn it off, boom, boom, boom. And I’m like, oh my 

God. And I was walking around, I was walking with him, holding my arm tight up on the hip.  

Well we used to go and get some fireworks, and it’s maybe a little [diagonal?], my dad 

and mom and them, me and my cousin used to go get fireworks after Christmas and New Year’s 

and stuff like that. And honey, you go [. . . ?] as we walked in, something to do was going 

[chicko, chicko, chicko?], you know, like the branches breaking. And the minute we stop, it stop. 

We go over here. Chicko, chicko, chicko. And then we start running. [makes same sound faster] 

Like it was running right along with us. Yeah. Yeah. And then me, and my cousin, and my 

mama’s mama was coming from a gathering [. . . ?] of my grandma. And we was walking down 

the road. And all of a sudden, something go up in the air. Looked like it was a white sheet. But 

we really couldn’t tell what it was. But it was chasing us, coming down on us like it’s [. . . ?] we 

were just running. But the time we got in the house, my grandma was out of breath. Completely. 

 Oh, yeah. And there was a tree on Evergreen that was called the sycamore tree. And 

everybody knew that that sycamore tree was haunted. You do not go by the sycamore tree. You 

don’t do nothing by the sycamore tree. And this guy decided that we were, I ain’t worried about 

that sycamore tree. I’m going to go there and I’m going to see what that sycamore tree is all 

about. Well he went in there, it was deep in the woods, he went in there. When he came out, with 

them packing him out, he was like totally not even here. He was out of it. Oh, yeah. And I’m 

going to show you just how bad it was. Trick or treating time, we never had trick or treaters. 

Nobody never came down to our house on Evergreen for trick or treat. Because it was always 

told, trick or treat, Evergreen was haunted. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [50:35]  The whole road was? 
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ROSAMORE: The whole road was haunted. And nobody, we didn’t even have to buy 

candy for trick or treat. Because nobody never came. They would go on OST all down around 

there, but they wouldn’t come on Evergreen. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did you all go out? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. We would go out. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Were you scared? 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, no. no. Nighttime? No. we would go out in the day. Because they 

didn’t mess with us in the day. It was just at night. And by night, we would make darn sure we 

were in the house. Oh, honey, you would hear all kind of stuff. You would see all kind of stuff. 

Back in the day. Oh, God. I remember my dad took me and my brother. We did fish striking, we 

used to call that. Did you ever hear of that? Okay. We would go fishing at night. And you’d 

shine a light at the bank of the river. And that’s where all the fish, they sleep, right? Well they 

used to have what they called a fish gig. 

 

ARSENEAULT: A what? 

 

ROSAMORE: [51:27]  A fish gig, when you have to, it look like a fork, but it was on a 

handle. And you’d gig them. Like that. 
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ARSENEAULT: Oh. Okay. 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, we was heading to the river. And my daddy told me and my brother, 

he said, “Look. There’s going to be a man going to come out of the woods. And when he pass us 

up, I want you all to turn around and look and tell me what you all saw.” So, and it was 

nighttime, but the moon was shining. I’ll never forget. Me and my brother was walking. And this 

man come out of the woods with a grin on, no face. Suit on with a white shirt and a tie. Had his 

hands in his pockets and he was whistling. (whistles) And he passed us up. And so when he 

passed us up, I turned around. He wasn’t even there. Believe me, Mossville, I don't know about 

all Mossville, but I know Evergreen was called the haunted place. And a lot of people back then, 

it was true. Because we wouldn’t have no trick or treaters. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [52:35]  Who do you think it was, the man with no face? 

 

ROSAMORE: I don't know who the man with no face was. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Just some spirit, it wasn’t happy. 

 

ROSAMORE: It was a spirit that wasn’t rested. But they say, you know, when you see 

ghosts, it’s either somebody died that wasn’t ready to go, or there’s somebody died and their soul 

wasn’t at rest. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Was it somebody, maybe, who was killed in Mossville or something? 
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ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. Mm hmm. Had to have been. Back then, you know, it was a lot 

of, not going to say killing, but, well, before my time, and I think it was before my [unclear] 

time, a lot of people were killed in Mossville. Indians. All that. You know? So the ghosts stayed. 

And it was haunted. And you know, that’s the most, I mean, that’s what I considered the ghost 

area. Because the street I grew up on, that was the haunted street in Mossville. And nobody 

would come at nighttime, you wouldn’t see nobody walking down Evergreen. You’d see them 

walking around everywhere. Not Evergreen. We wouldn’t even walk it at night by ourselves. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [53:39]  Would you go trick or treating in the day or something? 

 

ROSAMORE: No. We would just go— 

 

ARSENEAULT: On the other side of town or something. 

 

ROSAMORE: We would leave Evergreen and go to Queensboro. Or down OST into Bel 

Air. We had to go out to go trick or treating. Everybody else would be trick or treating on the 

main drag, you know? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did you all dress up? 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah, they were going to make sure of that, 

honey. Oh, yeah. It was so much fun back then. You know, and like now that you’re getting 

older, it’s like wow, I miss those days. You know? And I was telling my daughter the other day, 
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I said, “You know, I lived in Mossville, when I moved, I was fifty-three years. I born there, I 

grew up there.” And I said, “What’s the most saddest part about it all is that they children will 

never know where I really came from, because it won’t be there to tell it. Or to show them.” You 

know like when you move sometime and you stay gone for years. And you come back and you 

say, “Look, that’s where my mom lived when she was a little girl.” We ain’t going to have that. 

You know? You know what I’m saying? So, but I soon began again. I wouldn’t have wanted to 

stay there for that, either. So I don't know. Do I really care now? I mean, my grandchildren, the 

older ones grew up there for so many years. Now the younger ones, you know, they won’t 

remember. Because I’ve got fourteen grandchildren. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [55:03]  Wow. 

 

ROSAMORE: And my three oldest, well, because I got, because my other daughter got 

children the same age as my oldest daughter. So I would say about one, two, three, four, five, six, 

seven, eight, by ten of them we’ll remember a little bit about Mossville, but not that much, you 

know? But the three oldest ones will. Because when they left, they were like 14 and 15. And I’ve 

still got pictures of, [gatherings?] that we done. In my very first house there and at my second 

thought there. And you know, so, if it’s all about memories, it’s all about keeping photos. And 

me remembering things I’ve done, places I’ve, you know, I’ve been in there hunting and picking 

blackberries and, you know, stuff like that. But they would never remember that. But at least I 

got pictures to show, you know? 

 

ARSENEAULT: There’s a lot of history in Mossville. 
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ROSAMORE: Oh, a lot. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And we have like a, all the different stories everyone’s been telling us. 

 

ROSAMORE: And see the older ones, older than me, got even more to tell than me. See, 

I’m telling it from what I haven’t experienced, what my daddy used to tell me growing up. 

Because I was a nosy little girl. Very nosy. I wanted to know everything! And he would talk. I 

mean, he would treat me like I was a big girl. You know, he would tell me everything I asked. 

And that’s how come I learned a lot, because I always was nosy and I wanted to know. But I 

wish I could have asked more questions as far as where my grandma came from. Because 

everybody kept telling me that she come from up north. But they say she’s Indian, but I never 

could really prove that. But that could be back in the time. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [56:40]  Your mom’s mom? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. My dad. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Your dad’s mom? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. 

 

ARSENEAULT: She was a Perkins? 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Myrtle Rosamore          4700.2470          Tape 4482                                                                   46 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

ROSAMORE: Well, she was a Rigmaiden. Laura Rigmaiden. But her mama was a 

Perkins. And then her daddy was a Rigmaiden. But I was told that my grandma’s mom, the 

Perkins woman, was a full-blooded Cherokee. And my grandma, I think I might have gave you 

all a picture of her, too. Well anyway, she looked like an Indian. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah.  

 

ROSAMORE: [57:13]  But then when you look back into the genealogy stuff, that was 

Braxton’s on the Cherokee road, too, so I don't know if my dad’s dad wasn’t, because they the 

ones with the high cheekbones was really the Indian? 

 

ARSENEAULT: So your dad’s a Braxton? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And your mom was a Rigmaiden. 

 

ROSAMORE: No. My mom is from Sulphur.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh. Okay. 

 

ROSAMORE: His mom. 
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ARSENEAULT: Okay. Sorry I’m trying to like— 

 

ROSAMORE: His dad was Lee Braxton. His mama was Aretha Rigmaiden. But then her 

mother was Melissa Perkins. And when I went to the Cherokee place in DeRidder, when I called 

the lady, you know, they usually let you actually look at records there. And I called the lady. And 

that lady said, “Well that name, Melissa Perkins, I’ve heard that a lot around here.” But I’ve 

never got the chance to go, you know, go back and see. And I’ve got some cousins, the Praters 

that live on OST. Their grandmother was my grandma’s aunt by her mom. So there was 

Perkinses. See? And they say that there would just be nothing but Indians before anybody else 

came. You know what I’m saying? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you know when like the black people started coming in? 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, according to the courthouse, my dad’s great-great-great grandfather, 

which is Griffin Braxton, came back in 1860, is when he, what’s called squatter rights back then, 

when you could just find your piece of land, and if you keep it up— 

 

ARSENEAULT: [58:50]  You get to keep it? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. 
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ROSAMORE: And he had got like sixty acres, like the president signed over sixty acres 

for him to live on and farm and sell crops, whatever he had to do. And so it had to be by the 

1860s. But he was originally from Virginia. Because he born in Virginia. Now, my grandma, my 

grandma’s family, I don't know. I found her mother at one point living in Minden, Louisiana. 

And that’s like in Claiborne Parish. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

ROSAMORE: [59:30]  And I remember her dad living in, up there toward DeQuincy and 

DeRidder [Louisiana]. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay.  

 

ROSAMORE: And that’s where they say, you know, a lot of the Indians come from. Up 

that way. I don't know. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So could be.  

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. But I can’t really prove it because— 

 

ARSENEAULT: They don’t keep the records. 
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ROSAMORE: Well the Indian part, if they never live on the reservation, then you 

probably never be able to find them. Because back in the day, the Indians would never say they 

were Indians. They always say they were black. You know what I’m saying? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Why? 

 

ROSAMORE: Like my grandma, even though she was Indian, it was not good for them 

to say they were Indians back in the day. So they always say they were black, but they were 

really Indians. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:00:18]  Got you. 

 

ROSAMORE: Because things were not good with Indians. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I know. The government, they were trying to— 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. So they wouldn’t say they were Indians. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Got you. 

 

ROSAMORE: But they also had Indian slave owners, too, now don’t get me wrong. They 

did. I heard. You know, but yeah. So she probably is, but we can’t prove it because she could not 

claim that. 
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ARSENEAULT: She wouldn’t have said. 

 

ROSAMORE: No. They wouldn’t have said. Not unless they was on a reservation. It was 

hard back then, you know? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yes, indeed. What a challenge. I was curious about how you all were 

expected to behave in front of adults. 

 

ROSAMORE: How we were expected to? 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:00:59]  Back when you were younger. 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh! Oh, honey. If my mom had company, she didn't have to say nothing, 

but give me the eye. And I know the eye mean you better get your butt somewhere else.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Just go play? 

 

ROSAMORE: I mean, she didn’t have to say, “Get out of here.” No. She just look at you. 

And you already know what that meant. Because she would say, “If I give you that look, 

[unclear] out of there.” And if you walk in the room and she got company, no. You already 

knew. Once she give you that look, that means—[whistles] And if you don’t move, she’d tell the 

company, “Could you excuse me just for one minute?” And you already knew what’s going to 

happen. [laughter]  
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ARSENEAULT: What was about to happen? You would get— 

 

ROSAMORE: Get your butt tore up, honey. With a switch. She didn’t use a belt. A 

switch hurt worse. So she would go and get a switch. [. . .?] go and get a switch and then call you 

off to the back of the house and whip your butt. Then she’d go back in the company, like, “Girl, 

I’m so sorry.” [laughter] “That girl, I swear.” 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:02:05] “I had to go take care of something.” 

 

ROSAMORE: “I had to go take care of something. I told her not to come in here.” And 

just get back like it never happened. Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So your mom was mainly the one who disciplined? 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, yeah. My dad was easygoing. He left that up to my mama, I think. 

You know? And I didn’t hardly catch no whipping, but she whipped my brother a lot, though. 

For stuff I done. Because I tell you, I was spoiled. And that was wrong, you know. But I was 

spoiled. What can I say? I didn’t want the whippings. 

 

ARSENEAULT: You were the only girl. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. It was just me and him.  
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ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah, it was just two of us. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Funny. 

 

ROSAMORE: It wasn’t too much, I mean, it was with every parent. And if I was at, say, 

my cousin house and if I do something wrong, that mama can whip me. Then when I got home, 

she would have told my mama, and I’d get another whipping. See what I’m saying? And if you 

was at school, the principals could whip you. And then when you get home, your mama could 

whip you again. 

 

ARSENEAULT: When she found out that you were bad in school. 

 

ROSAMORE: [1:03:14]  But the principal had the right to whip you. And when you got 

home, you got another whipping. I mean, that’s how it has changed now. Now the principals 

don’t touch the kids. But back in our times, oh, yeah. Even the teachers had the right to whip you 

if you was misbehaving. And then they’ll make sure your mama knew. And when you got home, 

you got another whipping from your mama. It was like, you know, as far as families, they all 

looked out for everybody’s kids. And if I had your, if I had your child at my house, that was my 

responsibility to watch her, or watch him. So if he did wrong, I’m going to whip him just like I 

did, just like I’ll do mine. You know? And the parents had nothing— 
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ARSENEAULT: They weren’t upset about it? 

 

ROSAMORE: They was okay with that. Because they rather you whip my child than they 

go out there and get killed. Because, you know, and you was afraid to whip them. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Right. 

 

ROSAMORE: [1:04:11]  So that’s how it was. We always, I mean, they whipped us. 

Neighbors. They didn’t have to be a family member. If that lady come back and tell my mama, 

“Well, you know, I tried to tell your daughter not to go over here, go over there, she went 

anyway, and I whipped her.” That’s all my mama had to hear. She didn’t want nothing else. 

Don’t tell me nothing else. You whipped her, that’s good. Now she’s going to get another 

whipping. Caught another whipping, too. So you learn when you go to somebody’s house, you 

better behave. Or you’ll get twice the whippings. [laughs] It’s crazy. 

 

ARSENEAULT: That’s funny. 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:04:52]  What do you remember about like any home remedies your 

family was known for? Like medicine and stuff? 
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ROSAMORE: Well, with my mom’s mom, whenever you would get cut, she would use 

spider webs. You know, take a little piece of spider web off the corner wall, and then she would 

put it on that cut and it will stop bleeding.  

 

ARSENEAULT: I’ve heard of that.  

 

ROSAMORE: And it would stop bleeding. Oh, yeah. Then I mainly remember because I 

remember when my brother was mad at me for something, I guess, because I was spoiled. And I 

told my mom. And I probably lied at the time. Well, he got mad, and he was shoveling dirt for 

my mama. And I kept running, I [makes teasing noise] and he cut my toe with the shovel. Well, 

my grandmother come running out of the house with some spider web. Stopped that cut, stopped 

bleeding. And she just used this stuff they call monkey blood. Some red stuff in a little bottle. 

And she put it on there so it stopped it from hurting, stinging or whatever. And it used to use 

sassafras and, what’s the name of that other root? Used to use like a root, kind of like tree root. 

But they would make tea with it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:06:05]  Oh, the sassafras tea? 

 

ROSAMORE: Uh huh. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Mamou tea? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mamou tea. Yeah. But it had like a little root that they would put in water. 
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ARSENEAULT: Is that sassafras root or something? 

 

ROSAMORE: Uh huh. You drop it in water. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:06:14]  And you grew it in your yard? 

 

ROSAMORE: Uh huh. Or you can go in the woods and you can find it. [. . . ?] back then, 

because they pretty much know, they pretty much know what was mamou tea root, what was 

sassafras tea root. And they would just go and pick them. And then they would put them in the 

pot. Let it boil. And then you drink the tea. You put honey in it, you know. And those that really 

wanted to add [unclear] put alcohol in it, too. Put like cloves and stuff like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Like a hot toddy or something? 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. [. . .?] so much.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What if you had a fever? 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, shoot, they would give us, they would give us, if we had a cold or flu, 

they would give us soup. Throwing up, they would give us, throwing up or diarrhea, they would 

give us crackers, Saltine crackers, with Sprite, or Saltine crackers with Coke, Coca-Cola. And we 

would sit, what they said, or this how they would do it. They would, how do that saying go? 

Starve a cold, feed a fever? Kind of like? Well, back then, you know, they still had stuff, 
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medicines for fever. But they would give you, they would keep you home from school and they 

would, you know, dope you up with a lot of soup and liquids. And you would get better. But now 

they got all that antibiotics. And back then, we had no antibiotics.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:07:44]  What if someone got really, really sick? What happened? 

 

ROSAMORE: They would take them to a hospital. 

 

ARSENEAULT: In Lake Charles? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm, Sulphur. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, in Sulphur. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah, because it was closer. And if it was a real, real, now see, back in the 

day, I don't remember this, but my mom’s mother and sister used to deliver children. You know, 

instead of going to a hospital, they had what they call midwives. And they would actually deliver 

your baby at home. Well, because I think my mama say that her aunt delivered her and her twin 

at home. And now when I was old enough to remember, I remembered about no midwife coming 

[know how?] to deliver the baby now. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Were you delivered in the home? 
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ROSAMORE: Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Were you delivered in the house? 

 

ROSAMORE: They usually deliver in houses, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: But you were? 

 

ROSAMORE: No. I was delivered at Moss Regional. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:08:39]  So like your mom’s generation got delivered in the house. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yes. Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

ROSAMORE: And my dad. You know, all of them was actually born in the house by 

midwives. And there was always a midwife in the family.  

 

ARSENEAULT: That’s convenient. 

 

ROSAMORE: Huh? 
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ARSENEAULT: That’s convenient. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. It was always a sister or somebody that was taught by your 

grandma, you know, that taught you how to bring a baby in the house. How to actually boil the 

water, you know, like you see on TV how they do. Well, that’s what they was taught by their 

mother. And they just carry it down. And on my daddy’s side, the same way. Because my 

grandma had fifteen children. My dad’s mama had fifteen children. So you know it was a lot of 

delivering. So somebody had to come to us. They had no, by the time we would have got to the 

hospital in horse and buggy— 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:09:30]  The baby would have come. 

 

ROSAMORE: And then the doctors used to come home visit, too. They used to come and 

do home visits. So, and then doctor [unclear] and delivered the baby. You know, with the boil 

the water. Kind of like, you ever watch that little series called Little House on the Prairie? Okay, 

well that’s pretty much back in that time. You know, where they would actually, the doctor 

would do house visits, and come bring you medicine. And you just give them a little something 

for the exchange. Or just actually, the little baby, put the water on, let’s get the towels ready. 

That’s how it was back then. Not when I was born, though. Because I born at the charity hospital 

in Lake Charles. But my brother born in Sulphur. Yeah but oh, I tell you. 

 

ARSENEAULT: It’s a different time. 
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ROSAMORE: Oh, yeah, majorly different. You know? Majorly different. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What did you do for like mosquitoes? Were there a lot of mosquitoes? 

Mosquito bites and things?  

 

ROSAMORE: [1:10:37]  Oh, well, first of all, you would try to put OFF! [bug repellant] 

on so you don’t get bit by no damn mosquitoes. [laughs] But it wasn’t that lucky all the time, you 

know. My dad used to, oh, he used to rub us down with alcohol, you know? And if you was 

allergic to mosquitoes, well, but none of us was allergic. It was mostly wasps and bees. A lot of 

people was allergic to it, like my cousin. The one come to the door with his eyes like this. 

[laughter] I’ll never forget that. But mosquitoes weren’t as plentiful as they is now, though. 

Because I really don’t remember that much about the mosquitoes, really. Not unless we was 

going fishing early in the morning. We would spray ourselves down with OFF! and they 

wouldn’t bother. But other than that, now you can’t even go outside, you’ve got to buy a damn 

mosquito plant to do this with to spray that stuff out. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Mm hmm. Or like that machine that zaps them. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. Yeah. Really. [laughs] Mine don’t work, though. For real. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What do you remember about school?  You said you were in the band. 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Myrtle Rosamore          4700.2470          Tape 4482                                                                   60 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

ROSAMORE: I was in the band. I used to sing in chorus. I used to, let me see, okay. I 

used to play in the band. I played every instrument except for the [bone tone?] and the baritone, I 

don’t like those. But I played the flute, I played the clarinet. I even played the, what was that 

other one? I even tried to play, I know for sure I played the clarinet and I played the flute. And I 

loved that clarinet. It just had that beautiful sound. Anyway, we used to go to different little 

schools and do our concerts, you know? And I used to like that. We used to have what they call, 

I don't know if you call it, not a record hop at the school, but it was like a, oh, god darn, what 

was that? Where we used to all practice for this big old event. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:12:33]  Like parish choir or [. . . ?]. 

 

ROSAMORE: At school. You know, and then we would all be doing different little 

things, you know. Dancing or singing or, kind of like a— 

 

ARSENEAULT: Talent show? 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah, talent show. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Kind of like that, yeah. 

 

ROSAMORE: That’s what it was, yeah. A talent show. And I remember when the 

nurseries used to come to school and give us shots for polio and all that crap. In the cafeteria. 

And I’m like, really? [laughs] But anyway, they used to give us shots. Oh, yeah, I used to do a 
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lot of things at school. Then they used to have the, what did they call it, the beauty pageant, 

where they would pick out the queens. And I had been the queen for Mossville when I was 

younger. You had to raise money, so my mama did wienie roasts and sold popcorn balls you 

know, just to build up my money so I could get my dress and all that. And I remember them 

days. I used to play in the band, I used to sew, I used to be in home ec., I used to sew. Can’t sew 

good, though, but I did get in the home economics class. But I really liked the band, though. I 

really liked that. Because I like music. And I used to be in the choir. I used to be in the choir, you 

know? And I didn’t really care too much for the choir, because I didn’t like that kind of singing. 

[laughs]  

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:14:06]  Oh, like the proper singing? 

 

ROSAMORE: No. I want to sing. I mean, you know, pretty much like some of us grew 

up already know how to dance. They had to practice, you know, singing. We were born to sing. 

We would sing at home more than we would anywhere else. And church. But this other woman 

was kind of like, hmmm, but I had to have some type of subject to get past to another point, so I 

took chorus. And like geez, Louise. But it was okay, I guess. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I guess you made it. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. I went through it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you remember any particular teachers? 
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ROSAMORE: Yeah. I remember Mrs. [Shacherie?]. I think her name now is Ms. Perry. 

She’s still living. I see her all the time. She was a real, real nice teacher. Then I had my first 

grade teacher. I might have said that before. Ms. Beverly. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I think you did. Mm hmm. 

 

ROSAMORE: Died when I was in first grade. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And you remember that ever since. 

 

ROSAMORE: [1:15:10]  Oh, yeah. And I never forgot that. And then I had Mister, um, 

Ms. Franklin was our library. She was really nice. Ms. Reynolds was our science teacher. She 

was real, real nice. And I think she’s still living, too. Because somebody said they had seen her. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I think you did talk about this. 

 

ROSAMORE: I think I did. 

 

ARSENEAULT: On that, I think you said that already. 

 

ROSAMORE: I think I did. 
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ARSENEAULT: Do you remember any like healers in the area? Were there any like 

healing? 

 

ROSAMORE: What you mean healers? Like— 

 

ARSENEAULT: Like not a doctor, but somebody like a, like a healer. 

 

ROSAMORE: Well my daddy’s brother was one of those. [. . . ?] still lives. My uncle     

[. . . ?] That’s what I was told growing up. You know, they have a little child, had a rash or 

whatever, just bring them to my Uncle [Muti?] and he’ll blow in their mouth three times and then 

the rash will go away. And they said that work. In fact, I brought my daughter whenever, my 

oldest daughter whenever she got sick with a rash. And that’s what my dad has said. “Well, you 

need to bring her to Muti.” So I brought them to my Uncle Muti and my Uncle Muti blow in 

their mouth three times. And next thing I knew, their rash was gone, baby. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:16:23]  Wow. 

 

ROSAMORE: Their rash had looked [. . . ?]. But they say somebody like that, and they 

never, they was born and never seen their father, those are the ones that are blessed with that 

healing. And he never did, which he never, ever got to know his dad. Because my grandma was 

pregnant for him whenever my grandpa died. Of a, I want to say he lost his mind or something 

and then he end up going to jail. And then they kept him for seven days and then he didn’t eat for 

seven days. And when he got home, my grandma had no, my dad mom, she didn’t know, he kept 
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[unclear] but he had really lost his mind at that point. But she went and fixed him a big plate of 

food. And when he got halfway through it, he smothered to death. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow. Because he ate too much. 

 

ROSAMORE: He ate too fast. 

 

ARSENEAULT: He ate too fast. On an empty stomach. 

 

ROSAMORE: [1:17:22]  Mm hmm. And he had been seven days. And do you know, 

after that, my dad used to tell us all the time, “I don’t mind you not eating two days, but you 

better not try to eat no more than two days.” But he said, “Seven days, that’s not good. You ain’t 

going to last. You ain’t going to make it.” But we know, now that I’m older, I know now why he 

said that. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Because of his dad. 

 

ROSAMORE: Because his dad died from it. Yeah. And see, because I know for sure it 

was my uncle was a healer. But I know there was a man that was from [Westlake?] that was a 

healer, too, they say. But I never got to know him. But I know my uncle. They always say my 

uncle was. 

 

ARSENEAULT: He’s just been a healer his whole life? 
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ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. Yep. Pretty much. But you know now, I don't think he even 

think about it, you know? Because he’s getting up in age now. He’s in his mid-sixties. So. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Does he still live in Mossville? 

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. He’s one of them that don’t want to leave. Like really, but he 

won’t leave. He said no. But he going to eventually leave, because he won’t be able to stay. I 

mean, really, it’s really. And I don’t fault Sasol because, as a matter of fact, I really feel like 

there was a blessing to a lot of us. Many of my old relatives, you know, they’ve had homes ever 

since I was little. And homes going down but they can’t afford to fix them because they [all for?] 

one income, you know? I think there’s a blessing. [. . . ?] better than that, really. But some people 

is very upset about it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:19:02]  Maybe they don’t want to, they’re scared to leave or something. 

Yeah. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. And I think it’s, because like I said, because we was, you can 

always take your memories with you. And you can make new memories where you go. And I 

don't think that’s where the problem is. It’s just, I don't know, but anyway. It’s, it was interesting, 

living there. You know? And you know, I didn’t realize that I was kin to almost everybody until 

I got real older. I said, lord, good thing I wasn’t trying to date nobody [. . . ?], you know. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:19:38]  [laughs]  You might marry a cousin or something. 
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ROSAMORE: Oh, girl! [. . . ?] I would be like, what? They’d be like, we didn’t act cool, 

you know? But if you don’t know. Back then, they didn’t tell you a lot about your relatives. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I guess it happens. 

 

ROSAMORE: The only ones I knew I was related to was the ones that was living in 

Mossville. But there were some I was related to that was outside of Mossville. You didn’t have 

no idea. And learn as you go, I guess. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. Like it’s one big family. 

 

ROSAMORE: Yeah. Yeah. Every Braxton you came to. Every Rigmaiden you came to. 

Every Mosses you came to. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. 

 

ROSAMORE: [1:20:14]  Every Perkins. This is what we were ever told, if he a Braxton, 

he kin to you. If he a Perkins, he kin to you. I said, okay, whatever, I’m related to everybody. 

And back then, because we ain’t had no horse and buggies, us, because I remember when my 

daddy said that his brother got killed in DeQuincy, his oldest brother. He said they had to go by 

horse and buggy, his mama and them. And said looked like it took them days, but it really was 

just a bunch of hours. But all the way from Mossville to DeQuincy on horseback. And not 
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horseback, but on the buggy in the wagon. That’s a slow ride. And had to go through a trail road 

to get to DeQuincy. Times have changed. So much. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:21:03]  What’s the one big thing you want people to remember about 

Mossville? 

 

ROSAMORE: The one big thing to me would be, is that it was, to me it was the best 

place to raise my children. Didn’t have to worry about your children are straying and becoming, 

just getting out there in the world because you had so much you could do with them to keep them 

from wanting to go out there and get into trouble. And me personally, I grew up there and I know 

it was a loving place. If I had a choice, I would have never [coughs] excuse me, I would have 

never moved, because I was happy there. I felt love there. Everybody showed love. You know, 

all your family members showed love. And you can’t find that in too many places. No matter 

where you go. You can’t find somebody on a truly love you for you and all that. Hold on just a 

second. [coughs]  Must have got dry there. Mm hmm. 

 

ARSENEAULT: You good? You’ve been talking for an hour and twenty-two minutes. So 

that might be why. [laughs]  

 

ROSAMORE: Mm hmm. [coughs] It’s that last, a little choke. Okay, now you ask me 

what would I want everybody to know? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Mm hmm. 
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ROSAMORE: [1:22:55]  I would say that, you know, if you want to raise your kids, if 

you wanted to raise your kids in a good environment, not worry about your kids getting into 

trouble, Mossville would have been the best place. It was in the country. It was quiet. It was 

away from a lot of things that could make problems for you here. It was a place, it was a town of 

its own. But everybody loved each other, watched everybody, watched everybody’s kids. 

[coughs]  Excuse me. And tried to do things, family things, to keep the kids’ mind off of getting 

in trouble. All kind of stuff. And then the kids always had things they could do, like go fishing, 

go hunting, and the girl, well the boys, especially. And the girls would help the moms around the 

house. Cook the meals. And so it’s kind of like we just grew up knowing how to make it if ever 

we would have to. Later on, you know. Learn. We would learn how to survive. And I’m sure 

there’s more towns that does that.  

But a small town is very important when everybody, you pull together and make us a bad 

thing, be a good thing. All you do is watch over everybody’s kids and you just make sure that— 

[coughs] Good lord. You know, and just make sure that everything and everybody is taken care 

of. And to me, if I had the choice, I would have never moved, because that’s where I grew up. 

And I grew up with all that love. When you move, you don’t find that. Because you find 

different, what you find are people act different. You’re not from their town, so don’t feel like 

you’re part of them. You know what I’m saying? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. 

 

ROSAMORE: So to go from where I came from to go to here is like, it’s a major 

difference. A major difference. But I’ll always have Mossville in my memory. And I always, 
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I’ve always took pictures, I don't know why I did them then, but now I’m glad I did because you 

know, I’ve got pictures of different areas of Mossville with my kids and me, or just me 

sometimes, you know, that I can always go back and look at, you know? And I can always show 

my grandkids. And they were never, if they happen to me, then my grandkids would carry on 

that to their children. If they don’t know where I really lived, but they’ll have pictures to kind of 

get an idea. Where the rec was, the pool, this old store was a long time ago. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:25:45]  And they’ll have this, too. All your stories. 

 

ROSAMORE: Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT: They’ll have this, too. The oral history. 

 

ROSAMORE: Well, that’s true, too. So you know, now, what I thank God, and I thank 

Sasol for actually letting this happen, because you know, because I think there’s a reason why a 

lot of us did not want to move, because we did not want our town to be forgotten. Like you live 

there, but now we’ve got to take your property, so it’s gone. And that’s why a lot of people didn't 

want to go. Because we felt like my God, I’ve been there fifty-three years. My children will 

never know where, my children will, but their children will never know where I really come 

from. But just a little town called Mossville. And I heard they’re going to turn it into Mapleville. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I didn't hear that. 
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ROSAMORE: Yeah. It was somewhere in the paper. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Mapleville.  

 

ROSAMORE: [1:26:40]  Mapleville. You know like Maplewood?  

 

ARSENEAULT: Mm hmm. 

 

ROSAMORE: Because Maplewood is right next over. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So it’s the two names combined, Maple and— 

 

ROSAMORE: So now it’s going to be Maplewood. No, Mapleville, because Maplewood 

is already out here in Sulphur. And I’m like, why would they change the name? I think they 

building new homes and all that for all these workers. And I think that’s why they change the 

name. Mapleville. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I got you. 

 

ROSAMORE: But it’s going to always be Mossville to some, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. 
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ROSAMORE: [1:27:10]  You know, they can change the name, they can do whatever. 

But to those like me and those that’s older, it will always be Mossville. We might not look like it 

ever again, but in our hearts it will be. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Well, thank you so much for talking with us. And I appreciate it. 

 

ROSAMORE: [laughs] Yeah. I enjoyed this. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yes. And I will send you a link to it. And you can share it with your 

grandbabies. 

 

ROSAMORE: Oh, really? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Mm hmm. 

 

ROSAMORE: Get out!  

 

[1:27:35] 

[End Tape 4482. End Session II.] 
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