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[Begin Tape 4551. Begin Session I.] 
 
 

STEPHANIE DRAGOON:  Okay, great. Okay, awesome. Today is December seventh, 

2015. We are at the Joshua Rigmaiden Recreation Center in Mossville, Louisiana. I'm Stephanie 

Dragoon with the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU [Louisiana State 

University] Libraries. And I'm here today with Coach LaSalle Williams to talk about his 

memories of Mossville, Louisiana as part of a project conducted in conjunction with the Imperial 

Calcasieu Museum to document the history of Mossville. This is Coach Williams' second 

interview, and our first interview together. Thank you so much for your time and for your 

willingness to come back and do another interview with us. 

 

LASALLE WILLIAMS:  [00:41]  You're quite welcome. 

 

DRAGOON:  To pick up where we left off, where you left off with Chelsea [Arseneault] 

last interview, I was wondering if you could tell me more about the wood yard your father owned 

and operated. 

 

WILLIAMS:   Well my father was independent. He had his own business, and basically 

he farmed. Also, he had about six acres of property that he farmed behind our house. But his 

main business was in wood sales. And at that time, people had wood stoves. They didn't have 
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stoves like they have today. Everybody had a wood stove. And they had fireplaces. So most of 

his wood was sold to, I say, whites who have . . . Because we didn't have too many blacks. I don't 

remember Mossville having no fireplaces. So he sold wood, primarily oak and hickory. And he 

had his own wood yard. And that's where I learned how to cut wood and learned what a half 

rank, and a rank, and a cord and all that, I learned from him. And this is where he made a living 

for himself and for the family. And, of course, he adopted me. I was adopted into that family, the 

Williams family.  

[02:16]  I was born in Houston, Texas in 1931. Well, they say they brought me here, 

Mossville, when I was about six years old. My biological mother was raised by the people who 

adopt me, and that's how I got in the family. And it's where I grew up. Like I said, my father had 

a farm. We raised everything, just about. He had ducks, hogs, chickens, and cows. You name it. 

And plus he planted beans, corn, and so we made a great living with food and supplies from that.  

I went to school here in Mossville. Had one school. Matter of fact, that school is located 

on the site right here where we at. And it was a large building with two rooms separated in the 

middle with a partition. Well you had classes going on one side and classes on the other side. But 

they only went to the sixth grade. And the first principal was . . . his name was Williams, but not 

related to my family. And like I say, we only went to the sixth grade. When it considered then, 

the sixth grade in Mossville concerned you was graduated equivalent to twelfth grade. But now 

right down the street in Westlake [Louisiana], they had a high school. But it was segregated, and 

at that time they went to the ninth grade. But eventually it went to twelfth grade.  

So what we had to do was we got . . . most kids in Mossville, when they got through sixth 

grade, they got a job somewhere. Some went in the military or whatever. But my parent wanted 

to see me have a high school education. So what they did, they drove me to Lake Charles 
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[Louisiana] with my brother and sister. And we didn't have a parish high school. It was a city. 

And the school was furnished by city tax payers. But we weren’t allowed to go because we was 

outside of the city limits. We was in the parish. So I had relatives in Lake Charles, so we had to 

use the relatives' address in order to stay and go to school. Otherwise they was going to put us 

out. And I started at Second Ward in the seventh and the eighth grade. Then they . . . I think it 

was about, yeah, the third year, they opened W. O. Boston High School for blacks in Lake 

Charles. And still that was in the city.  

[05:37]  So I went from Second Ward to W. O. Boston. But the funny thing about it, at 

the same time someone, I don't know what company, probably company put on a bus to go from 

Lake Charles to Mossville. It went all the way up here past Coach Williams Drive and picked up 

people going shopping in Lake Charles, people working. Very few people had automobiles. My 

parents always had one. So we started catching the bus, see, because the bus was running five 

times a day. And it run early that morning at six o' clock, and then the last run was at ten o' clock 

that night. So the principal started watching that bus because the bus that we was riding was 

located over there by the main bus station, Greyhound bus station. But it was across the street 

where we catching it. So he started watching it, and some of them he called and he put them out 

of school.  

But they started an athletic program. Football, track at that new school. And I had no idea 

how fast I could run or my athletic ability. So when they found out, and I had the top . . . Matter 

of fact, I held the top record in the hundred yard dash for years. And I mean, that was all over 

Lake Charles. Including white and black. But when they found out what kind of athlete I was, 

they didn't bother me. I'd catch the bus every day. And that's where I graduated from. Playing 

football. Lettered in both football and track. And I had two scholarships: one to go to Grambling 
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[State University; Grambling, LA], and one to go to Wiley College. I don't know if y'all know 

where Wiley is, that's in [Marshall,] Texas. And my track coach graduated from Wiley. See, he 

was an alumni. So that's how he encouraged me to go and looked at the campus and walk, stayed 

over there a few days, so that's where I decided to go.  

Well, at the same time, that's when that Korean Conflict . . . and they went to drafting. 

And I had signed up, well, everybody had to sign up then once you got eighteen years old. So the 

lady really didn't like me too well. Her name was, the draft lady, and anybody that you talked to 

that know her, [. . .?] [nightmares?]. She was tough. Bigger white lady, but she was tough. And I 

tried to get an excuse from the military to go to college, and she say, “No. You going." And that's 

where I had to go to. And I enjoyed it. I went military. When I got in the military . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  [09:05]  Oh, sorry. What year was that? 

 

WILLIAMS:  It was in nineteen . . . See, I graduated in 1952. That's when I had to go. 

Me and another one of my wife's cousins were both drafted at the same time. And I went in the 

military, spent my time, went to school. I went to two schools. I went to demolition school, and I 

went to heavy equipment. When I was in the military. Well, at the end of my two years, they had 

talked me into going to O.C.S. school. And that's where I was going to go to be a lieutenant. And 

still, I had to re-up in the military.  

So my mama that adopted me, she said, “No, I want you to come home, and you go to 

college." And I didn't want to do that, because at the time, I married while I was in the military. 

Well, I had the rank of a staff sergeant, which was a good salary in the military. Plus, I had two 

allotments. I had allotment coming home to my wife, and I had allotment coming home to my 
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mama. So I had found out I was going to use the military as a career. That was my object. She 

said, “No.” She told me that and I come got my scholarship. 

[10:29]  Went on to Grambling, started running track. And the same time, same year, 

that's when the colleges integrated. Well, it just so happened the white track coach at McNeese 

[State University; Lake Charles, LA] knew about me because all our track meets, we didn’t have 

a track of our own at the black school. We had to run at Lake Charles High School. So he saw 

what kind of athletic ability I had, so when the schools integrated, he talked me into coming 

back. Him and one of the local . . . Lon Tyndall was a representative . . . white representative, 

state representative. He knew my family, so he talked me, too, and gave me a legislation 

scholarship to come to McNeese. And I came back to McNeese, and that's where I got into 

sports, and I finished McNeese.  

And when I graduated from McNeese, I got a head coaching job the same year. I found 

out that that's unusual because usually when you graduated from college, to get in the coaching 

business, you got to be an assistant coach before you can become a head coach. So I got the head 

coaching job at Mossville High School, and that's where I coached for ten years until the schools 

integrated. So I was transferred to McNeese . . . I mean to Westlake as an assistant coach.  

[12:09]  But now getting back to high school. I may be kind of rambling around. When 

they put that bus on, show you something about segregation. We had to pass right by a white 

school in the bus. Every day, we go to Lake Charles across the bridge to go to school. That's just 

how bad it was.  

But when I went to Westlake, I was promised to get the head coach job when it became 

available. Well, through politics, that didn't happen. They used the excuse that well, you got to 

have a master’s degree to become a head coach . . . as in the white school. Well, I knew some 
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schools didn’t have, had white coaches but they didn't have no master’s degree. And for 

example, right over there in Moss Bluff [Louisiana]. But still, that's what they used against me.  

So what I did, I went and got a master’s degree. I went and enrolled. And when I got the 

master’s, I continued and got a plus thirty. So when that happened, they saw then that I was in a 

position to become a head coach. Well they made a principal out of me. Well, if I'd have turned it 

down, which mean get in politics and school system, you probably wouldn't get that opportunity 

again. So they gave me the opportunity to become a principal and gave me more money, so I was 

principal at Mossville. And that was a middle school because they closed the high school.  

And then in later years, they closed the elementary school because of the lack of 

enrollment. That's when they started that bussing with freedom of choice. They had buses run 

that take kids to any school their parents wanted them to go. So that kind of decreased the 

enrollment kept decreasing, so I became principal then at the school in Lake Charles Boston. 

That's where I stayed for seven years, almost eight years.  

 

DRAGOON:  [14:33]  Where was that? 

 

WILLIAMS:  In Lake Charles. Lake Charles Boston. It still got Lake Charles Boston, 

but they call it Lake Charles Academy now because it's no longer a high school. And I was 

principal at that P.M. school. They had two schools in one. Day and a night school. But they did, 

they had the same subjects, had the same graduation, the same high school diplomas.  

So I stayed in education for forty-two years. I retired as a coach at twenty years from 

Westlake High. At that time, you could retire twenty years, then I retired twenty-two years as a 

principal, which gave me forty-two years.  So that's my education. Generally. But after that, I 
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retired. I said well I'm going to get me a boat and I'll fish, and I'll play golf . . . because I play. I 

taught golf when I was in . . . But my gardening didn't work out too good because I wasn't a good 

gardener, so I start playing golf. Then my golf game was up and down. And we was playing like 

three times a week.  

So finally I got interested in becoming . . . Well, the sheriff talked me into it. Wayne, 

which is a good friend, he was the sheriff at the time. He say, "Coach, why don't you come and 

work with us? You know all the young people. These young men from generations so you can 

help us out.” Say, “Come part time." So I decided to go fill out an application and become part-

time at the sheriff department.  

Well the same year, he came up for re-election, and he got beat by this woman. And 

nobody thought she could beat him. Now look at this. She was the daughter of the superintendent 

of the Calcasieu parish schools, which I had worked under and work . . . So he sent her to me to 

help her over in the Mossville area.  Because at the time I was president of the NAACP [National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People] on West Cal branch, which was Westlake, 

Mossville, Sulphur [Louisiana], and Vinton [Louisiana]. So I knew a lot of people. But I told her 

when she came to me, I said, "Well, look I'm going to be fair and honest with you. I'm 

committed to Wayne.” I said, “I'm not going to do anything to hurt you.” I said, "But I'm already 

committed to him." But nobody had no idea she was going to win. So she won, and she pulled 

my commission.  

[17:25]  So anyway, all the police marshal and all that, because they got a marshal 

commission for Sulphur. And I helped them out a lot over there with kids and locating them 

when they was hiding and all. So they said, "Coach, we going to get your commission back." I 

said, “No, I don’t want nothing with her name on it.” And I didn’t. So she didn't get reelected. So 
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Tony, the sheriff present, the sheriff today, he got me up there for part-time. And I had to take a 

test. Well, I didn’t want to. A written test. I sais, "Man, I been taking tests all my days. I don't 

want." He said, "Well, you got to take this. [unclear] policies required by the state."  

So I went took the test, passed the test. They called me say, “Well, you got to go have a 

physical.” Well it just so happened that the doctor that was doing the physicals, which is still a 

doctor for the sheriff department, he was the first white doctor in Westlake. And I had coached 

his son. So when he find out, when I went up there for the physical, we must have talked thirty 

minutes before we even started the exam.  

Anyway, I passed the physical. And they say, "Well, you got to have a lie detector test." 

Said, “I never had a lie detector test. I been in the military. I never been arrested, no." So I went 

took the lie detector test, passed that, and the next thing they call me in there for my uniform and 

take a picture for my commission. And that was supposed to have been for part time.  

[19:04]  So the policy is when you start to work at the sheriff department, is you work in 

the jail first. And they put you in, you work in different areas to familiarize yourself with the 

inmates and what you’re dealing with. So when I was working at night, the twelve hour shifts. So 

when I went up there at night, the first night to work, the supervisor, he put me in the area with 

him that's in the tower. And then about a week in there, they move me to another area.  

Well, a lot of my former students, white and black, was in jail. And when they saw me up 

there, they hid from me. Well, they couldn’t hide forever because they found out I was up there 

permanent, so a lot of them come out and they say, "Coach, we sure hate you to see us up here 

like this because you tried to help us."  

So by the fifth, I think it was the fourth week, they had a racial fight. So whenever they 

have a fight, they called all the deputies from the different available deputies to that area. So they 
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had this little young black boy wouldn't give his name, he wouldn't tell them nothing. So I pulled 

him off aside and I talked to him and got him to cooperate. So I decide and come back to my 

wife, "This ain't for me." I say, "Because I been fighting this all my life with them kids.” I say, “I 

ain't going up there,” say, “I'm going to get out of this."  

So I went back to the . . .  Doctor White, got me an excuse. I went to my doctor, which is 

my doctor today, Doctor Caine. He wrote me. I took it back up there, and they say, "No, we ain't 

going to let you go." Say, "We going to put you in a different area."  

So they put me back in the area where it wasn't nothing but trustees. These are trustees, 

ones that work on the farm, ones that got special detail. Ones that work at the shop. Those that go 

and leave and work. So I was dealing with nothing then. It was away from the youngsters. These 

are guys that are trying to get out. And they was getting paid, too, to work. It's like the ones that 

work on the farm. What they do is they take and reduce their time. They don't get no money for 

it, but they reduce their time. 

 

DRAGOON: [21:30]  Where . . . what prison is . . . are you? 

 

WILLIAMS:  In Lake Charles. The correctional center in Lake Charles on Broad Street.  

 

DRAGOON:  Okay. 

 

WILLIAMS:  [21:36]  That's the only prison we have here. We had one in Dequincy, but 

they closed that one, and they made something like a learning center out of it. 
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DRAGOON:  When were you working there? 

 

WILLIAMS:  I started work there . . . Let me see. This is my twelfth year. But I worked 

in that area for five years. And then they moved me as a guard. At the main guard gate. Me and 

another deputy, so that's where I been all. So really I don't have no more dealings with anybody 

in the prisoners. So we at the main guard gate where we check people in and out and all that. 

And I been there. So if I go three more years, I'll be able to retire from there. I went there 

specially looking for benefits and Social Security because I never did have enough quarters. 

Because in the school system, they can do it now, but then you couldn't pay in Social Security. 

Only retirement. So I say, "Well, I go to the sheriff department and work there, and I can make 

up the other quarters that I'm short of.” When I got there and found out you couldn't pay in 

Social Security, that's another retirement program. So if I’m blessed to do three more years, I can 

retire from there and have full medical benefits from both the school and the sheriff department. 

Well it's a blessing because I never been seriously ill. But my wife had two cancer surgeries, she 

had open heart surgery, and she's going up for another one. Sometime in December. 

 

DRAGOON:  [23:15]  You mentioned that you married your wife when you were in the 

military. 

 

WILLIAMS:  Yeah, we was married. Let me tell you what. Our first child. I was in the 

military when she was born. She's a registered nurse over in [unclear]. Well, we decided. Said, 

“Well, we not going to have but two.” She was going to shoot for a boy and a girl. Alright, we 

had the boy. See, we thought this was it. Well see, she started McNeese at the same time. And 
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my parents would keep the kids. So I was staying with my parents at the time. So fool around 

there and she got pregnant for the third one. And say, this is it. Just went back to school and she 

started again at McNeese. Then up popped the fourth one. We ain't saying nothing no more. 

That's it. And she went on and she graduated from McNeese. Got her master's. 

 

DRAGOON: [24:26]  What did she study? 

 

WILLIAMS:  P.E. and social studies, and she worked at [Reinhardt?] Middle School for 

thirty-four years until she got ill. But now she's doing fine. She's a cancer survivor, and she's still 

subbing. She's subbing only one school, and that's Western Heights in Westlake. Matter of fact, 

she's subbing all this week. So that kind of took care of my education. And what we went 

through. And we raised four kids. Four children. And just one of them is married. My oldest son. 

He got two . . . four grandkids, and two great grandkids.  

But now this is the one going to shock you. We had, what is this, godfather and god 

mama. A girl across the street from us on our street. So her and her husband, they was supposed 

to been, I guess you call them special ed. And they had a night club on my street. Well, they had 

two but one of them closed after I built the house, so they had the one that was operated by my 

auntie from my uncle's first marriage. 

 

DRAGOON: [26:04]  What were they called? 

 

WILLIAMS:  It was called, they called it . . . First it was called the Swamp House. And 

they changed the name later on. Well anyway, this girl was our godchild. My wife saw her 
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coming out of that club one day. Because we got a split level house. Saw her coming out of that 

club one day with that baby in her arm. So she called and she told her say, "Look, you don't 

supposed to bring babies to places like that." And she found out that the baby had a bad diaper 

rash. So my wife say, "Look, let me take this baby." And baby had never had no shots or 

nothing. She took her to get all the baby's shots. Brought her back, found out that the diaper rash 

was caused from diaper staying on too long. So what she did, doctor told her get some regular 

diapers that you wash and dry out, and give her some little powder medicine or something.   

We got the baby all cleared up, staying with us. Then we brought her back to the mama. 

Baby just cried, cried, cried, she didn't want to stay with the mama. Now this is a baby now. So 

the grandma came and got her. Was staying on Cookie Lane, that's in Lake Charles. Off 

Opelousas street. I don't know if you're familiar with that area. That's north Lake Charles. So she 

called us and told us, "Look, we can't get this baby to settle down for nothing. She won't eat, 

won't drink her milk." Said, "If y'all come, maybe y'all could help settle her down." We went 

over there and walked in that house, and time we walked in, that baby just reached for us.  

[27:54]  So we brought her, and we adopted her. And sent her to high school. She 

graduated from high school with me over there at L.C.B. And at the time, my wife was working, 

coaching at the middle school. We put her in every little dance thing we could have. Dance 

school, in Sulphur, Lake Charles, took her all over the place. We even took her to . . . Drove all 

the way to Atlanta, Georgia for a contest. We put her in college. McNeese. And that's where I 

made a mistake. She's staying in a dorm. Freshman dorm with all the rest of the girls. Then we 

decide to buy her a car. Bought her a brand new little Dodge [?]. And that's where we made a 

mistake. Her grades went to going down, down, down. And then she fell in love, so that's two 

years of college that was just shot to nothing. So she's married now and got three kids. When the 
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storm hit here, we had them two girls with us. Because when everybody got separated, our house 

got destroyed in Hurricane Rita. 

 

DRAGOON: [29:22]  What year? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Rita. Got completely destroyed. So I was working at the sheriff's 

department at the time, so we had to take all the prisoners from Lake Charles to up north. To 

avoid the storm. And the storm tore Lake Charles up. So my wife and my family got separated. 

Because we had to stay at the jail when we came back. The next day after the storm had passed 

through, we had to bring the prisoners back, and we had to stay there. That was our home, all the 

deputies. Because everything else in Lake Charles was shut down. So finally when the school 

where they was, they had to go to the medical center hospital in Shreveport [Louisiana]. And 

from Shreveport, they moved them back to Lafayette [Louisiana] in an apartment. So it took me 

about, I guess, over a week before I can discover where they were. So them two girls is still with 

us. Now they go with their parents on the weekends because they live in Lake Charles.  

[30:37]  And I had to get special . . . Because of my contact with the principals and the 

teachers . . .  I have principals in Westlake that I coached, and a lot of the teachers. So because 

they been knowing me, I got special permission that let them go out alone. So all their schooling 

has been basically right there in Westlake. One is a middle school now, and the other one is fifth 

grade at Western Height. So they still with us. Her husband didn't have a job, and I'll show you 

how good God is.  He finished school from . . . I think it was LaGrange. And I got him a job on 

at Sasol. And that's where he's working. And I also got him in the welding school. He wanted to 

go to welding school, and it just so happened again, I put God in this, the director of the welding 
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school, me and him coached together. So by him knowing me and I'm knowing him, he worked 

him in that welding class. So he got about . . . I think about six more months before he'll get 

finished, I believe.  

My daughter, she works at Sally's, the beauty place over there in Lake Charles. So she 

had this little boy which is four years old. Now both of them working, but the little boy lives 

with them. Well it just so happens, I pick up, I get [Sulphur?] at mid-day. She got a car, but her 

husband got to use the car to go to work. And she works on Ryan Street. So when I get off work 

at my job, I go pick her up, drop her off to her job. Then I bring the little boy home with me. So 

now he's a spoiled little rat. Everywhere I move, he wants to go with me. But he stay with them. 

You know, only time he stayed with us is when they're working. And they pick him up in the 

evening, but them other girls, they . . . I don’t think they really want to stay with their mama, but 

at some point they going . . . They’d rather stay with us. But a lot of time I want to blame my 

wife, say she never should've went got that baby. Because we had four kids, and all of them 

grown. And here we have to start all over again. So, that's where we are with that.  

 

DRAGOON:  [33:14]  Now. . .  

 

WILLIAMS:  So now we don’t want to depart from them either, but . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  You mentioned you were six years old when you were adopted? 

 

WILLIAMS:   Right. 
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DRAGOON:   Into the Williams family? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Right. 

 

DRAGOON:  How did your biological mother find them? How did that happen? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Well see, my biological mother, at the time I was born, she was living in 

Houston. And really, I never did know, and don't know today, my biological daddy. I really don't 

care. I saw him one time. But she couldn't handle me over there in Houston because she was 

living bad herself. So that's why they went . . . some of the relatives went and got me and 

brought me here. And I been here ever since. But now . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  Did she have relatives in Mossville? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Who? 

 

DRAGOON:  [34:09]  Your biological mother. 

 

WILLIAMS:  My biological mother was raised by the same grandparents who raised me. 

 

DRAGOON:  She . . .  

 

WILLIAMS:  They raised her. 
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DRAGOON:  She was young? 

 

WILLIAMS:  [34:21]  Yeah. And her brother and her sister. Both. 

 

DRAGOON:   Wow. 

 

WILLIAMS:   See my mama . . . My adopted mama, they got some people still living in 

Mossville said she always was that kind, bringing in. They never had kids of their own. She was 

always bringing somebody else. And I think that's where my wife got that from because we was 

staying there. Because she always bringing somebody. Cooking for them, taking care of they 

kids. And doing this. So that's how I got to Mossville.  

 

DRAGOON:  What are your earliest memories of Mossville and the Williams family? 

Meeting them for the first time, or . . . 

 

WILLIAMS:  Well see, my mama. My adopted mama, she always worked out. She 

worked for rich people like the . . . I can't remember all of them name now, but she cook for 

them. And not only that, she worked at the sulfur mines. And we always had a car, so she picked 

up ladies, and she was some little like supervisor, I guess. She picked up people in Mossville and 

brought them, give them jobs. But she work for [?]. He's a big gambler in Lake Charles.  

 

DRAGOON:  Who is that? 
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WILLIAMS:  [The Gumlys?] 

 

DRAGOON:  Oh. 

 

WILLIAMS:  [35:46]  They had restaurants, hotels, and they were gambling people. My 

mama always worked for them. She worked in the restaurant, and then she brought other people 

in there to work. Give them jobs. That's about all I can remember on that. Like my daddy had the 

wood yard, and she always work, and they always had a car. That's how I learned. . . I stole the 

car one day when they was gone. Had a big old field, and that's how I learned how to drive. 

 

DRAGOON:  By yourself?  

 

WILLIAMS:  Yeah. Two things I think about the other day. My daddy always would tell 

me. My mama whipped me so many times, I tell you what, if I had the dollars, I probably could 

retire. Because I was a . . . They say I was a bad little joker coming up.  

 

DRAGOON:  You were bad? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Well, really just getting into trouble. Doing things, hardheaded, I guess 

that's the way. Because he told me, he said, one day all my buddies was swimming. We didn't 

have no swimming pool. We'd go in these dynamite holes in the woods. 

 

DRAGOON:  [37:07]  What's a dynamite hole? 
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WILLIAMS:  That's where they dig like these dirt pits today. Like they dig for dirt. And 

what it does, it becomes a pond. And we call it dynamite hole because that’s the way they dug it. 

They didn’t dig it with a machine, they dynamited it and made these holes for dirt purposes. And 

he told me not to go swimming. So I went and I sat on the bank looking at everybody, and I 

decided I'm getting in it. So I got in and that's where I learned how to swim, really. They taught 

me how to swim in that hole. But when I came home, I didn't have sense enough and all he had 

to do is look at my head. And that's when he whipped me one time for that. That's the only 

whipping he ever gave me. But my mama gave me so many whippings she'd tell me not to do, 

and I’d go do it anyway. You have to pay the price. But I'm glad she did. 

 

DRAGOON:  [38:07]  So she did most of the disciplining? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Yeah, definitely. Because a lot of time she get on, my daddy had to come 

in there and stop her because she didn't know when to stop whipping. See in them time, we had a 

lot of plum trees. And you know what a plum tree, I don’t know if you ever been whipped by a 

plum tree, but them switches is tough. And she sent me out there to go get it, and I get the 

smallest one knowing she's going to get to go get another one. And she didn't know when to stop. 

And he had to come in there many times and stop her, but I could kiss her grave today for them 

whippings she gave me because I never been arrested. Only time I been in jail is when I went 

there to work [Laughs]. But she was a strong disciplinarian. But my dad, he did a lot of talking.  

But the worst whipping, I don't know if you want to put this in there. The worst whipping 

she gave me has stuck with me today. My daddy always used to tell me this, he’d say, "Boy . . ." 

He give me an allowance. Every week I got that twenty-five cent. On Saturday. Twenty-five cent 
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meant a whole lot. You could take a nickel and buy a whole lot with it. He said, "You going out 

here?" And that's when I was go out at night, sixteen, seventeen years old. He said, "If you go get 

in trouble, I'm going to come see about you for one thing." Said, “If you steal something, I ain't 

coming. You going to stay in there." 

 [39:42]  So anyway, growing up, we got teenagers. They had . . . only grocery store they 

had in Mossville was right down there by the track. Ira Garrett. And he, in Mossville, was 

compared to be like the wealthy man. Because he trapped animals and all that, raccoons, and he 

sold them hides. But he had that grocery store where everybody . . . That was something like the 

little Wal-Mart . . . not Wal-Mart. Market Basket for Mossville. And he raised a lot of chickens. 

Them chickens running all around in the woods and all around. Because this is a wooded area. 

So my little gang, we had BB guns. They’d buy you a BB gun for Christmas. So they had a rice 

field right down by the railroad tracks. Down there, see where the railroad is right here? They 

had a big old rice field down there. Well, they had these marsh hens. They call them marsh hens. 

These birds that stay in the rice field. And we go down there and try to shoot them. Because you 

could eat them.  

So we decide one day we wasn't going do that. We went and stole some of that man's 

chickens. And they wasn't but about that big, like little pullets. So we brought them to a friend's 

house right down the street. We was going to cut us a hole, we was going to have a barbecue. 

What we did, we skinned the skin off of the chickens so they couldn't tell they were chickens. 

We told they were marsh hens. Now we didn't have no telephones at that time that I can 

remember, but we had our little feast cooked. When I got home, my mama had the . . . She done 

got the word what we did. And boy, she got me out under that oak tree. We had a big old tree. It 

was so big that you could put cars under and use that as kind of a garage. She got me under there 
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and she got the Bible and she started in the book of Proverbs. And that's the worst whipping I 

ever had because she worked on my mind. Yeah. Because that . . . She could have took that 

switch and maybe thirty minutes I'd stop hurting, but that stuck with me. Like I say, she was a 

good disciplinarian.  

 

DRAGOON:  [42:11]  What else do you remember about your parents? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Well, my daddy, they say he used to gamble. But when I got of age, I 

never did see any of that. He didn't smoke, he didn't drink. If he did, I never, and I can vouch for 

it, I never seen, he never did. But my mama, she would smoke. She smoked and drank coffee all 

day long. And she would always go, make sure we go to church on Sunday now. You could go 

out on Saturday night, but come Sunday morning, you going to get up and go to church. But my 

dad, it was a long time. I think he got down sick before he decided to join the church. But he was 

just a hardworking man. But you looking at, as I see it now, you looking because I think my dad 

only had about fifth grade education, and also my mom about fifth grade. But they had good 

common sense.  

 

DRAGOON:  Where did they . . . Did they grow up in Mossville too? 

 

WILLIAMS:  No, she came from Colfax, Louisiana. That's somewhere on the other side 

of Lafayette. Now, my daddy and them, they came here when . . . I don’t know exactly where 

they came from. But I think it was somewhere around DeRidder [Louisiana] area.  And they 

came here sharecroppers.  
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DRAGOON:  They came here? 

 

WILLIAMS:  [43:53]  Yeah, sharecroppers. 

 

DRAGOON:  Okay. 

 

WILLIAMS:  And that's how they got all that land. Called Williams Head. Williams 

Head about two hundred acres of land at one time. The Gulf State bought some of it, the plants 

bought what they had left. But . . . they were sharecroppers. I'm thinking what else they call that. 

They had a lot of lumber around here. They had sawmills. You know what a sawmill is? Because 

I worked at sawmills. That's where they cut logs and they run them through a machine and make 

lumber. [someone coughs] Bless you. Make lumber. And they ship that lumber out and they used 

to float it down the river. And they had another wood yard, [?] Rigmaiden. That's the only two 

wood yards that I knew they had in Mossville. And I could say they had that grocery store in 

Mossville. Had a post office. It was down there by the railroad track. And the other Rigmaiden, 

he had a cotton field. You know, cotton was real popular back in those days. And he'd pay us 

little boys to go out there and pick cotton. And that’s why I could never get a sack of cotton. I 

pick, pick, pick. And that was the other business. And then later, Mossville got its first drugstore. 

That's [Purdy?] drug store, and that drug store was right down there where . . . past the school. 

 

DRAGOON:  [45:50]  Do you remember when that was built? 

 

WILLIAMS:  No, I think it was somewhere in the sixties. The early sixties. And . . . 
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DRAGOON:  What . . . Oh, sorry. 

 

WILLIAMS:  The passenger train used to stop in Mossville right down there. By the 

store. And people would get on the train and go to . . . I guess they’d go to New Orleans because 

I think that train came all the way to California. KCS. And people would catch the train there and 

they’d get off. Like a little depot. They wouldn't stay there long. About ten minutes you'd be, 

they was moving. And let's see what other business. Well . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  How long was the passenger train in operation? 

 

WILLIAMS:  I guess the passenger train stopped running maybe in the late . . . yeah, 

about ’59 . . . ‘57. Somewhere in there. 

 

DRAGOON:  [46:59]  Did you ever take it? 

 

WILLIAMS:  No, but we'd be out there all the time watching because we used to go 

down that track. We'd be scared, they'd go down there and crawfish. And boy, when you hear 

that train coming we'd hit crossing the woods, see, because we was afraid of it. Well I think that 

one stopped running when they built that other railroad. See the one that you see now that go all 

the way through from east to west. They didn't have that one. The only one they had was this one 

right here. Well this still here, but they use it now as a . . . I guess for the plants. But that track 

has been there, oh, as long as I can remember. And I'm trying to think of something else about . . 

. Well, out here I saw the industry grow because they didn’t have but one plant . . .  
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DRAGOON:  Which plant? 

 

WILLIAMS:  . . . when I grew up. That was Conoco. 

 

DRAGOON:  [47:54]  Okay. 

 

DRAGOON:  Okay. When did they . . .  

 

WILLIAMS:  It was known as Pumpelly. And it was Pumpelly. 

 

DRAGOON:  Pumpelly?  

 

WILLIAMS:  Yeah. And then it grew into Conoco. And then over on [Highway] 90, 

where you see the interstate now, they had another plant that was Madison. Okay, and it would 

go west of here, they had Firestone. Now that's the only three plants that I can remember 

growing up: Conoco, Olin Madison, which they changed the name now, and Firestone. So all 

these other plants you see come in after that. But I saw all of them. All my uncles retired from 

plants. I never worked in a plant. I worked in a sawmill. But all my uncles retired from the plant.  

And my oldest son now, my oldest son, he graduated from Westlake High School while I 

was there. Matter of fact, he ran track for me. Well my uncle was a supervisor at Olin, and he got 

him on at Olin. And he went to SOWELA Tech  . . . well, he was going for instrumentation. He 

retired from Olin. Now he's married now, and his wife is an x-ray technician. She works at . . . 

between all the hospitals in Lake Charles, I think, Memorial and St. Pat.  
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[49:39]  And then . . . But my son retired from Olin. And now he went to work for 

Westlake Parliament in instrumentation. And he's been . . . I guess this is thirty-some years now. 

So he's the only one that, out of my family, worked in industry. My other son, my youngest son, 

he graduated Southern University [Baton Rouge, LA]. He teaches in Houston [Texas]. My 

middle son, he's at home because he's had two heart attacks now. He graduated from Sulphur. He 

was an all-state running back at Sulphur High School.  

You want to hear this story about him? He had . . . When he graduated, I mean he was 

all-state tailback. Sulphur High. So far. He had a scholarship to go to McNeese play football. The 

dean called me at Westlake and said, "Coach," he say, "Where's your son?" I say, "He's home." 

He said, "Well, he was supposed to report today," and he say he didn't show up. I say, "What?" 

So I went to the principal's office and have somebody to cover my class, and I went home and I 

found him. And I said, "Boy, why you . . ." He said, "Daddy I'm tired of football. I played pee-

wee football, junior high football." He say, "I want to get a job." I say, "Well that's where you 

going to make a living, you going to get a job." He said, "Yeah." I say, "Okay then." So what I 

did, [Shooky Miles?], white guy that was over R.E. Heidt Construction. He was a superintendent. 

And he was in our booster club at Westlake. So I told him about my son. I said, "See if you can 

get him a job in construction." He say, "Well, yeah," he said, "I'll get him a job." He said, "You 

tell him to go to the labor hall and get his card." Which I think was about fifty dollars. I gave 

fifty dollars, he went there and hooked him up and got that card. 

 

DRAGOON:  [51:54]  Which card? 

 

WILLIAMS:  It's a labor card that you can work in plants. See, they still use that, you 
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got to have that card. You got to go get a physical, and then you go to the labor union and you 

pay for that card. And that's just like an admit that you get in the plant. ID like. So he gave him a 

job, I said, "Now Shook, I want you to do this for me. Put him on the hardest thing." I said, 

"Don't kill him. Put him on the hardest thing you got." So he did that. He worked about six 

months. And I saw Shook again. We met up at the restaurant. Shooky said, "Coach, I think he 

wants to quit. But he's got too much pride. See, he asked me when there going to be the next lay-

off." I said, "Shooky, put it to him." So really, they did have another lay-off. And he got caught 

in it. And he stayed off drawing, what is that. Unemployment. So I said, "Shooky," again I said, 

"Shooky, you all start back high?" And he said, "Yeah. Your boy ain't working?" Said, "No." 

Said, "Tell him to come by in the morning. Say I got something for him." I told him and he said, 

"No, Daddy, I want to go to school. I'm going to school."  

So that's . . . They put him in some kind of school to work for Gulf State. And he worked 

for Gulf State for twelve years. Reading meters all over this area. He was make . . . his salary 

was the equivalent to a beginning teacher. Boy bought him brand a new Vette. Still staying with 

us. So finally, when Entergy merged with Gulf State, they cut their salaries. See, well instead of 

him talking to me, he got [into the buddies?] and all say, "Well we going draw down all our 

money. We going to quit." And that's where he made the mistake. See, he should have stayed 

there with Entergy and worked himself back up. And so since then, he had two heart attacks 

trying to work construction. He can't work no more. He's still at home, but he's, I think, is a 

blessing. Because he helps out all around the house. He cuts the yard and does all the things for 

his mama. Anything they need him to do. Well his sister got him spoiled. She's still a registered 

nurse, and she pays him for cleaning her car. And she has a garden. Anything that she’s putting 

money in his pocket. But right now he's applying for disability. I think he might get it. This is his 
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second time, because they turned him down the first time.  

 

DRAGOON:  [54:36]  What are the names of your children? 

 

WILLIAMS:  The names? The oldest one is LaSalle, Junior. Then the next one is Arthur 

Troy Williams. And then they got Ephraim Williams. That's the one that teach the boys and the 

girls. The nurse, she's Glinda Williams. And the one we adopted is Lakeisha. But she was 

[Gwaltney?], but her married name now, she's a [Boyger?] . . . Lakeisha Boyger.  

 

DRAGOON:  [55:16]  What stories did your parents tell you about the early history of 

Mossville when they first came, and do you remember what year that was? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Must have been in ‘32. What year they had the . . . yeah. Been ‘32. 1932.  

 

DRAGOON:  Did they tell stories about the Depression era? 

 

WILLIAMS:  That's when they was in the Depression. Yeah. Most talk was done then 

because that's when World War Two, and as I can remember a lot of talk about that because 

people had these fallout shelters and all that, and it's a lot of fear. But far as the history of 

Mossville, I grew up in it. Wasn't too much they could tell me except what they did growing up 

and how they made a living. Well, I saw that on my own. I went through that. Because I always 

try to . . . Like I said, my parents always gave me some money every week. But I didn't want 

that. I got big enough I wanted to earn on my own. So every summer school was out, we worked 
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in sawmill, rice field, pick cotton, and then I got a job at  . . . White guy gave me a job. They had 

a filling station. Nice guy. He was a German, on Shelby Drive in Lake Charles. That's over there 

where the civic center. And every summer, he gave me a job at the station, washing cars, 

cleaning them, and changing oil. And on weekends, while I was going to school, high school, he 

give me job working on weekends. So I always kind of made a living for myself.  

[57:19]  And then I went to courting my wife, which was my high school sweetheart. We 

went to the same high school. She lived in Lake Charles, and I lived over here. Well, because I 

always worked, I always dressed pretty good. The kids thought I came from a rich family. But I 

ain't. And my first big paycheck, I went and bought me a suit from, they called it a credit 

clothing on Ryan Street. Y'all don't know nothing about Ryan, I don't believe. This was a credit 

clothing. I went and bought me a suit, hat, shirt and all that to match. And I went to Lake 

Charles, and I brought her to the movie that evening. Went to the movie on Railway Avenue. 

And so on that night, when I walked her back home, I had to come and catch a ride from the bus 

station. And I'm walking down Railway Avenue, and came a big rain, and I got caught in it. And 

just to show you, that little suit drawed up, my hat rim, everything. I got wet. I couldn’t wear that 

suit no more because it was a cheap suit [Laughs]. But that’s some things I never should forget 

[Laughs]. 

 

DRAGOON:  [58:44]  Did you mostly buy clothes, or did your family make clothes? 

Did your mother sew? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Well, Mother used to make shirts out of sacks . . . like flour sacks, rice 

sacks, what they buying. They take that and make clothes. Matter of fact, all the spreads and 
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stuff, they would meet at one another house, and I can remember they had in the room, big room, 

they had a big old table. And I don't know how they do, I could see it, but they all get around and 

they stretch that out, and that's where they make they quilts. They make quilts and all that. And 

that was a part of they recreation. But they use that for cover. Everything just about that we use, 

they made it. See. But when I got old enough, I bought all my clothes. Matter of fact, I had credit 

set up and two men, they had a [Gauge's?], they had a Wilson's . . . George Wilson. I don't know 

if you ever heard of that. But see, you go in there and buy, and then you pay so much each 

month. So I stayed dressed all the time because I worked and I took care of my . . . And I did that 

because I didn't want my parents to keep giving me that money, because I like to earn my own. 

I'm still that way; I haven't changed at all. That's why I retired and got another job. I like to do 

my own thing with my . . . But believe it or not, me and my wife been married, this will be, what 

. . . sixty . . . I think sixty-something. She going be mad at me. Be sixty-four, I think. 

 

DRAGOON:  [1:00:48]  How old were you when you got married? 

 

WILLIAMS:  I was twenty, and she was eighteen. The reason why I did that because we 

courted all through high school. But they had some more boys wanted her, too. They lived in 

Lake Charles, I lived over here. So when the military called me, I wasn't going to leave her here, 

so I married her. So I made sure nobody else got her [Laughs]. And we been together ever since. 

So I guess God must have made her for me. 

 

DRAGOON:  And she's from Lake Charles? 
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WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:  Ms. Betty? 

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:01:29]  Yeah. She's originally from Lake Charles. Right. Anything else 

on the plants? 

 

DRAGOON:  What was it like seeing the refineries grow? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Well, really at first, it didn't bother us. But when they start having all this 

environmental and explosions and fires and stuff, that's just when the plants start extending and 

developing new, I guess, new resources and all that, that’s when it became concern. Before, it 

didn't bother us at all. And they had different smells and odors and people begin to panic with the 

alarm that it cause cancer. But I do know this. All around this area we grew up, all in the woods, 

they had fruit trees: wild plums, grapes, muscadines. Y'all don't know nothing about those, huh? 

See, and you could go in the woods and pick fruit and pears. But when the plants came in there, 

all them trees died. Every one of them. They used to have what they called hickory nuts. Now 

these nuts you buy like in the . . . They call them English walnuts. They had them trees all over 

the place in Mossville. But you don't see them now. They all gone. So they contribute, they say 

the plants, whatever chemicals they putting in the air. So we saw all of that.  

 

DRAGOON:  [1:03:20]  Did folks know that it was because of the plants that they were 

disappearing? 
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WILLIAMS:  Yeah. Was nothing you could do about it, because you didn't have no 

resources then. Like they have EPA and all these people. They didn’t have that then. These 

plants did whatever they want to, that's why they polluted the place. See like a place over there 

where they call Bayou D’Inde, we used to go down there and catch the biggest perch as kids. Dig 

up some worms, and go out there with a fishing pole. All of a sudden, it become dead. And it's 

still dead today. Trying to reactivate it, whatever, but it'll never be the same because them plants 

had polluted it. They did what they want to because nobody knew. And mostly what they do, I 

guess they do it at night. They pump stuff in there. The whole river was contaminated at one 

time. But that's a part of the cleanup now, I guess. 

 See, they got all these regulations on them. But see, we saw all of that change. But it 

wasn't too much of it . . . And nobody really said anything or griped about it, because everybody 

made a living out of all of the plants. And that was big money for people in Mossville. The 

homes and the cars and . . . These people were able like to have two cars in one family. Buy their 

kids a car, but all because of the plants. So I don’t have too much gripe against it myself, because 

I know what they done. It's for the job. Many kids' education has come because they parents was 

working at a plant. So I guess it been good and it's been bad, sort of.  

[1:05:08]  And I've always been in church, the same church. Well, I grew up as 

Methodist. But then all my people was Baptist, and my wife was Baptist when I met her, but see 

she join the Methodist. Then finally my uncle, he was a big deacon in the Baptist Church, Mount 

Zion, and he talked me into joining there. I been there ever since. And now I'm head deacon of 

the church. It's been a transition.  

Me and my wife worked in the recreation at this place right here. Matter of fact, all that 

building over there came up under me when my administration. The swimming pool, all that 
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came up under my administration. So I worked at recreation for thirty-something years. 

 

DRAGOON:  [1:06:04]  Wow.  

 

WILLIAMS:  But that's where I made a mistake in then paying retirement because it was 

considered part-time, but see I was working full-time. Work all the summers, work during the 

winter. That's why Butch Lemelle can tell you, that I never took a vacation. When school was 

out . . . recreation. I didn't know what a vacation was. That was my vacation. But as far as taking 

a vacation, taking off, taking a trip, I didn't know what that was until when I got to be a principal 

and we start taking vacations. Well, all . . . everything was work. 

 

DRAGOON:  [1:06:45]  How long did you live in Mossville? 

 

WILLIAMS:  All my life. 

 

DRAGOON:  You moved around a little bit? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Did I do what? 

 

DRAGOON:  Did you move around at all? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Not that much. I think the furthest . . . Not to stay, but to visit. I been all 

around. California. Like my mama . . . biological mama, my sister and brother, they moved when 
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I was in high school. They tried to get me to go with them. Her and her husband broke up . . . 

separated. They divided all they had, and they moved to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. And that's 

where my auntie, my biological mama, my sister and brother . . . Matter of fact, I talked to my 

brother last week. My sister died about three years ago. But they all moved to Pennsylvania . . . 

Philadelphia. Well, we would go up there about every summer just to visit.  

[1:07:46]  Well, when I was coaching down here, and they learned that I had won them 

three state championships and we was in the playoff every year . . . Well, one of my sister's 

friends, she taught at a high school, Germantown High School on Haines Street. That was not far 

from where my mama lived. So one day she told the principal about me and he say, "Well, when 

he come back to town, bring him down here and I'm going to tour him. Go through the school. 

Walk him through the school."  He did. Because they have school up there all year round, 

summer and winter. So I went, and he took me, walked me all through the school. You talk about 

a big school. And that's city school. He say, "If you're interested in moving up here . . .” Say, 

“We got a job for you." But this is what got me. I've always been a disciplinarian. And I walked 

down and I observed, and some of them classrooms, kids had their heads down, some was 

playing checkers. I say, “They wasn't paying attention. They put their heads down. They was 

doing. . .” I say, "Oh no, ain't no way I can take that." And some of them could walk off the 

campus and go to the little canteen and get something and come on back to school. I said, "No, 

no. Can't handle that. That ain't . . . I got to have some discipline." I know I wouldn't have made 

it there, and that's why I never did it.  

But we'd go up there. And my wife, she don't like snow. So we made a [convention?] one 

year, and we went up there during the winter. It didn't snow that winter. So two years later, my 

auntie had a stroke, and it was during the winter. So we went up there, and boy the second day 
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we was up there, it snowed. And see, them houses up there got three levels. And when she 

looked out there and saw that and the cars parked on the street, the snow was all the way covered 

them. And she said, and then we had to shovel to get out of the door. When she saw that, she 

said, "No, I ain't coming back here no more." [Laughs]. But see it didn’t bother me, because 

when I was coming up, it snowed here a couple times. But since then, very seldom we get snow. 

But they get it up there three or four times a year. Well she saw that, and she’ll tell you now she 

ain't going back. No. 

 

DRAGOON:  [1:10:26]  Can you tell me more about what this area looked like when 

you were coming up? 

 

WILLIAMS:  We didn't have but one street. This one right here. It was called Old 

Spanish Trail. And it wasn't black top, but it was like a rock cement. And when cars would pass 

each other, they'd have to get off on the side, because it wasn't wide enough for two cars. And 

after they passed, you get back on. That was Old Spanish Trail. Then it went all the way from, I 

guess, from here to Orange, Texas. 

 

DRAGOON:  [1:11:08]  And that was the main road through Mossville? 

 

WILLIAMS:  That was the main road. Right. And they had ninety, old 90, which is part 

of the interstate now. But that was a highway, main highway. Most of that was in a white area, 

and it went through . . . on to Vinton. And you had to cross a bridge, like a drawbridge, to go to 

Texas. But most of this road went to the sulfur mines, all the way through from Westlake, back 
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to Lake Charles. And a lot of the loggers, they used the river to float their logs on. They had a 

sawmill, a big sawmill in Westlake, and had one in Sulphur. I saw some changes. Most of the 

people in Mossville lived along this Old Spanish Trail, all the way down. Now these 

subdivisions, they come up back in the eighties. The Bel Air subdivision, all that was . . . 

Because you didn’t have that at first. We didn't have no subdivision. Lincoln Heights, Bel Air, 

and the one up here, so those come up in the eighties. And these are people who moved in here 

from some other area.  

 

DRAGOON:  There's a lot of people moving in in the eighties? 

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:12:38]  Yeah, because one time we had nine hundred and some 

registered voters right here in Mossville. So that was the good old political days, because then 

Mossville, we had some political leaders.  

 

DRAGOON:  Who were those? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Rigmaidens and . . . I think basically the Rigmaidens. They called them 

the political leaders. And what they'd do, these guys, they were running for office, they'd give 

them money to support them. So Mossville became known as block voter. See, they'd block vote. 

That's how a lot of these politicians got in, because Mossville was one of the main boxes that 

they'd . . . Because they'd know everybody was going to vote the same way.  

 

DRAGOON:  Do you . . . Oh.  
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WILLIAMS:  Go ahead.  

 

DRAGOON:  [1:13:41]  Sorry. Do you remember the first time you voted? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Just about. Because when I did, when I was eighteen years old, I was 

involved in politics. I even drove for the candidates. See, and they'd pay you so much. I wouldn't 

drive my car, I’d drive somebody else's car. Because I didn't have one.  

 

DRAGOON:  You drove for them? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Well, yes I did. Yeah, to pick up the people to bring them to the polls. 

Yeah, I know them anytime. And I think I'd get about twenty-five dollars. That was a lot of 

money. But my people always, for some reason, had me involved in politics. That's where I . . . I 

guess that's why I'm still on the Calcasieu Parish Planning and Zoning Board now. I ran for 

police jury one year and got in a run off, and the white guy beat me by about thirty-four votes.  

 

DRAGOON:  What were you running for?  

 

WILLIAMS:  Police jury. I got beat by thirty-four votes. And the run-off had started 

with five of us. Believe it or not, where I got hurt was right where I grew up, because the white 

people in Westlake, they voted for me. But the thirty-four votes I lost was right here. That was 

some black people who . . . they got them everywhere, I guess. They figure you're going to get 

too powerful and then you're going to do this and you got jealousy and envy. They did me a 
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favor, I guess [Laughs]. But ever since then I've been on the zone. I think I'm the oldest one. I’ve 

been there about thirty-something years. Fifteen on the board.  

 

DRAGOON:  What do you do on the board?  

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:15:38]  Calcasieu parish police zoning . . . planning and zoning. Like 

all these areas got to be zoned for anything going on on that board. We deal with the plants. We 

deal with buildings, developments, anything that's to be built, they got to go to the zoning board 

to make sure the right specifications . . . even when they build a house now. It used to be you had 

property, you going to build what you want on it. You can't do that now. You got to get permits 

to make sure you do it right, or you don't build in the wetlands. You can build in the wetland, but 

you got to elevate it to a certain . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  What have you seen . . . Since you've been on the zoning board, what have 

you seen with this area?  

 

WILLIAMS:  I've seen all the changes. See, we did all the zoning for Sasol. Any of these 

plants . . . Like last week . . . yeah, last week we had . . . last month we had Westlake Parliament. 

I don't know you all heard of that one. Now that was a real hot issue. Westlake Parliament is 

located in Vincent Settlement. That's west of here. Well, this plant has been there for years, 

Westlake Parliament. But the plant is on the east side of a main road, [Bodan?] Road. It goes all 

the way to back to Vincent Settlement, going towards Cameron, Hackberry, all that area. And 

you got a lot of people who live back there. But the plant is on the east side. But the property on 
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the west side is all vacant, that belongs to them. So what they did now, they decided they going 

to extend that plant and they're going to put it on the other side of that [Bodan?] Road. So what 

they asked . . . came to us to have it abandoned . . . which made good sense because they didn't 

want them people driving through their plant for security reasons. It was up there in droves. One 

of them guys, white guy, called us the kangaroo court, because we didn't vote in their favor.  

[1:18:04]  So, see any time we pass it, we meet on a Tuesday. At Thursday, the police 

jury meets in the same room. And what they do, they either vote against what we did, or either 

they support the same. But they voted the same way. They very seldom go against us. Upheld it.  

But those people, when they're mad . . . They got two more routes to get out of there. But this 

one is the shortest route, you see. But still them people don't want you going through their plant. 

It made good sense, especially in this day and time. So those are the kind of things we running 

with.  

Another thing is the dirt pits. Nobody wants a dirt pit in their area. Well, they got to have 

dirt. For all the plants that's coming in, they got to have dirt. So these people who got land, they 

consider it, they going to make good money. And they [still?] the supply these people with the 

dirt they need. But nobody want it close to them. They'll tell you don’t put it in your backyard, 

but they don't . . . Somebody got to do it. So we got a man camp coming up right down here. 

They going to build a man camp right . . . about a quarter mile from me.  

 

DRAGOON:  What's that?  

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:19:26]  A man camp. They call it a man camp. What it is . . . they build 

apartments. And these people who coming in here to work to build Sasol and these other plants, 
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they come in from other places. Some of them come as far as Mexico. They're contractors and all 

that, and workers. Well these are places where they provide places for them to stay while they're 

here. So we got two of them going to come up right here in Mossville. Well they're all over the 

Sulphur, but nobody wants them because just like they say . . . What it is . . . running for 

president? [Donald] Trump. Don't want no refugees. Keep the refugees out. Well, they say . . . 

These people say they're going to bring crime, they going to bring drugs . . . Well I guess it is 

going . . . But the plants got to have these workers. Where they going to stay? They don't have 

enough hotels for . . . They got to build places for these people to stay. So we have to deal with 

that.  

 

DRAGOON:  How have you . . . Has it been hard for you to be on that committee and be 

zoning this area? Have you had conversations with people, or . . .  

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:20:50]  No. No. It's been a pleasure for me. It don't bother me . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  Yeah. 

 

WILLIAMS:  . . . because I can take the heat. I've been on there so long. And what I do . 

. . I'm just trying to do the right thing, that's all. But I guess this area is just like any other area. 

It's hard for people to want to change. They don't want to . . . Once you're faced with it, you have 

people that they move out in a country area where they want to be to themselves, peace and 

quiet, but they don't realize some changes that's coming. And when them changes come, they 

fight it. But I tell them, "If you want to move out there and you want to be alone, you better buy 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


LaSalle Williams          4700.2600          Tape 4551                                                                    39 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

enough property to keep anything from being around you." You can't keep people from selling 

their property down the street or across or in front of you. That's what we're faced with. But it's 

got to happen.  

 

DRAGOON:  Do you still live in Mossville? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Yes, still do. Been here all my life.  

 

DRAGOON:  In the same house? 

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:21:54]  Well, I was raised down where the school is. But after they 

bought us out—I think that was in the ‘50s—I still had property down there, but I bought up here 

on Pattie Moss Road, which is not far from here.  

 

DRAGOON:  They bought . . . Who bought you out in the '50s?  

 

WILLIAMS:  The state.  

 

DRAGOON:  To build the school? 

 

WILLIAMS:  No, they build that high line. You noticed down there, them big high 

lines? All that went across the Williams' property. Conoco bought the rest of it, Vista and 

Conoco. They went in, wanted the expansion. But I built the split-level house . . . five bedrooms 
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up there. And that's where I've been. Now Sasol been trying to buy me out, but they ain't come 

up with enough money. Because see my house got tore down, had to rebuild it from Hurricane 

Rita. So my house is only about ten or eleven years old, because they had to go from the ground 

up. And I added some things that I didn't have in the first one. What they offered me is not 

enough.  

They showed me a nice home. Me and my wife went out there to look. Five bedrooms, six acres 

of property, but it's out in the same area where a lot of people trying to get out of, Vincent 

Settlement, where them plants are moving in over there. It's off of 27, and 27 . . . Highway 27 

runs all the way from DeQuincy all the way to Cameron. That's the main highway. And then they 

got 108 that goes all the way to Texas line to Vinton. Well, that's the only two arteries. So you 

got all kind of traffic going. And it's going to get worse.  

[1:23:51]  But the house is nice, but the house is forty years old, but it's been well-kept. 

They got fruit trees and all that in the backyard. I told them when I sat down with Sasol the last 

time, I said, "This is going to be six miles out of Sulphur." I said, "Where I am now, I'm five 

minutes from Wal-Mart. I'm ten minutes from either hospital, east or west." I said, "I'm only ten 

miles from . . . ten minutes from getting my grandkids to and from school. Or Market Basket and 

all that is around me." I said, "I'm going out here six miles out of Sulphur where I got to come 

back in this area, plus I'm going to use more gas and I'm taking a risk." So you got to look at all 

that. So I told them, I said, "The only way I can move is if y'all give me a million dollars." And I 

knew they weren't going to do that, so that's where we are. The house is nice, but the traffic thing 

is so bad. You don't have no buses out there because it's in the country. Everybody got their own 

automobile. And I guess if you have to call an ambulance out there, it will take them twenty 

minutes or more to get there. So a lot of people don't consider those things. I do.  
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DRAGOON:  [1:25:31]  I want to go back a little bit. 

 

WILLIAMS:   Okay. 

 

DRAGOON:   And ask you about what your life was like during the civil rights 

movement, and what you were doing in the '60s. I know you talked about driving for campaigns, 

and maybe who those candidates were, and why you were supporting them. 

 

WILLIAMS:  Well, I supported them. Like I said, we had political leaders, like the 

Rigmaidens and . . . I'm trying to think that other group. But basically Rigmaiden. But whatever 

they said was the best candidate, that's the way we basically went. Now, today I don't do that. I 

use my own judgment. I don't vote on the person or party; I vote with the person I stand for, 

because I'm a Democrat. But what I look at what the person intends to do to . . . Accountable 

person. But back then we didn't do that. Whoever they said, "This is the man we're going to 

support," that's who we're going to support. But you wind up, I guess like it is, these same people 

that sometimes you have to go to them for some kind of favor in return. So that's all part of 

politics, you see? But the biggest races we always had down here when I was growing up was 

the sheriff and the DA [District Attorney]. That was the biggest. That's always going . . . I'd say 

the sheriff was bigger than the governor's race. But that was the biggest thing.  

 

DRAGOON:  Why was that?  

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:27:10]  Why is it? I guess because these are local people that you got to 
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deal with on a daily basis . . . The DA. The only time I had to go to the DA was to help other 

people. Well, I had to go and help one of my boys a couple of times. And the sheriff, I got to deal 

with him in helping and for protection and all. Well, see the governor, legislators, very seldom 

you see these people. The only time you probably see them is when they come down and want 

you to vote, and you don't see them no more. But the sheriff and the DA, you see these people on 

a daily basis, just about. The jury just . . . But I think the sheriff race and the DA's race is still the 

big thing in Calcasieu Parish. I don't know about the . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  What do you remember about political activism in the '60s around here? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Like segregation?  

 

DRAGOON:  Yeah. During segregation, during the civil rights movement, how that 

affected Mossville and your life during that time.  

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:28:18]  Yeah. Well we was always involved in the civil rights 

movement. That's how I become president of the NAACP for so many years.  

 

DRAGOON:  When did you become president? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Oh, let's see. I was president for thirty years. I think it was in 1970-

something. I was young . . . Well I say young. But I became president and . . . The real serious 

things we had, as far as the civil rights movement, was back in the 70's and 80's. That's when the 
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NAACP sued industry. These plants. Because you had a lot of black workers that wasn't 

promoted in the right positions that they deserved, and then again they were having different pay 

scales. Here were a black guy and a white guy working side by side doing the same work, but the 

black guy getting less. So we had to fight all that, and we won it. The result is you have a lot of 

blacks, then, became supervisors. That was the biggest case, and that was a big fight back there 

for us.  

And then the school situation came up too for integration, because what they were doing 

in the black . . . in the white school when they finished their textbooks, they'd pass it to the black 

school. So we had to fight all that to make sure we got equal rights and equipment . . . textbooks. 

They done already use the textbooks, and they'd get new ones. So all those things became a 

reality in this movement.  

Another thing is involved in sit-ins. That is in the downtown areas, and also in Mossville, 

because they had separate water fountains, separate restroom facilities, separate . . . even in the 

bus station they had separate sitting areas, so we fought all that. But we started first with JC 

Penney's in the restaurant area, because blacks couldn't go to the counter. You could go in there 

and get something, but you had to go to the end of the line and then go outside. So we had sit-ins 

on that.  

 

DRAGOON:  What year was that? 

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:31:17]  That was in the '80s . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  Really? 
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WILLIAMS:  . . . part of the '80s. So all that we saw change. But you'd be in . . . When I 

was growing up, on Ryan Street in Lake Charles, if you walking on the sidewalk and a white 

person was coming towards you, you had to get off, and then get back on. It was just that bad. 

And it was bad in Westlake.  

 

DRAGOON:  How so? 

 

WILLIAMS:  When the schools got . . . the schools integrated. When they closed 

Mossville, all the black kids had to go to Westlake High School because the kids in Sulphur and 

Vinton, they all had to come to Mossville for . . . they didn't have a high school. So when they 

integrated, the majority of the kids had to go to Westlake, and some had to go to Sulphur High 

School. So the white people didn't want to. So on the very first week when the buses drove up to 

the school, they had ropes tied up in the trees, like they were going to hang. And that's what 

started all the racial fights. Now I'm working down there now as a coach when this happened. So 

they had so many racial fights, you wouldn't believe it.  

 

DRAGOON:  What kind of fights? What was going on? What were you seeing?  

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:32:59]  They didn't want the blacks in their school. And the blacks 

didn't want to go. But they had closed their school. That's where they had to go. The whites 

didn't want them. And that's where the fights . . . Now, I've seen this happen. They had . . . This 

is going to sound funny to you. They had restrooms, they closed then just like this. No windows. 

So in the break time, when the boys . . . most of the boys . . . it wasn't too much of the girls. But 
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the boys, they'd go in there. Well you had the white boys and the black boys in there together. So 

what the black boys went to doing, went to cutting off the lights and beating up on the white 

boys. They didn't know who hit him because there was dark and there ain’t no light. When they 

cut the light on . . . Because there ain’t no windows. So what they had to do, they had to fix the 

lights so they couldn't be cut off. And then they went to station there some coaches at the recess 

time when . . . the coaches was located somewhere in that area. But they had so many fights.  

[1:34:17]  I seen one time when they said that they were going to do something to 

Mossville kids, all those and Mossville . . . Butch can tell you and some of the rest of them can 

tell you. They had about twenty of these young men and they all armed themselves and they 

drove all the way around that school all that day, and they parked all along the back. Watch and 

say, "Any time any white kid do," say, "We going to be on that campus." And the police didn't 

do them nothing. But nothing happened. But they're all lined up and all of them had cars, and 

they just drove . . . paraded around that school that whole day.  

So we had some, but it's much better now. I say way better, ninety percent better. But 

they just didn't want to accept no blacks in their school. I blame the government, because the 

way the transition was made, it should have been made, instead of just boom, throwing it on 

them like that. You see? Nobody was really prepared for it. They could see the whites didn't 

want it, the blacks didn't want it. They didn't want their school closed. And there were some 

other things, because Westlake wasn't winning nothing in football, and we was winning every 

year and we were playing in their stadium. So they got together and said, "We need some of 

these black players, and that's the way we're going to get them."  And that's the way it happened. 

There's a lot of reality in it.  
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DRAGOON:  So folks from Mossville, when the threats were being made, they're the 

ones who drove and were circling that? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:  [1:36:10]  Who were they? Were they a group? 

 

WILLIAMS:  They were former Mossville students. Some of them were football players. 

Some of them . . . A lot of them are dead. Some of them are still living. But they were former 

students who had either dropped out or graduated from Mossville. They weren't no students who 

were in school. These were . . . Some of them were grown men, and they either had their 

relatives going to school, or their cousins or their friends or something. It could have been a war.  

But eventually it . . . But what really triggered it, when they got out that day and they saw them 

people up there with them ropes, that's when it started. So the black kids said they weren't going 

to take that, and they had fights. They must have had three or four fights going on at one time, 

girls and boys, different areas.  

[1:37:13]  And then you had some teachers, some white teachers, that was against it and 

made it known to the students. That was bad. So they had one particularly I can remember. The 

principal was so weak. They got rid of him because he couldn't control it. So they brought a 

professor from McNeese over there to run . . . intern to run the school. So we was in a faculty 

meeting and this white teacher, Miss . . . what's that lady's name? Kennedy. She made the remark 

about the blacks being undesirable and he told her right there in the . . . in front of everybody on 

staff and said, "If that's your feeling that these black students are 'undesirable,'" he said, "then 
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you don't need to be in this school." He straightened that school out, too, and it's been straight 

ever since. But during . . . The old . . . The principal at first, he thought he couldn't handle it 

because he never dealt with that kind of problems, and never dealt with black kids and white. 

And he just couldn't handle it. He grew up in that area, in a part of that community, so he had to 

side with his . . . You know how that goes. He just couldn’t put his foot down and say what was 

right. He had to side with them. And the more he sided with them, the worse it would get. When 

you got leaders in there that's going to do what was right, you saw things begin to change and 

then make a difference. 

 

DRAGOON:  [1:38:51]  How did you deal with it as a teacher and a coach? 

 

WILLIAMS:  You know what I think about that day? It really didn't bother me, because 

we had a problem and we had to deal with it. So, I had to kind of control it on both sides. I 

couldn't show a difference, and I didn't show a difference. I didn't show a difference with the 

white kids, I didn't show a difference with . . . And they got some white, grown people right now 

that's in Westlake, and I can give you their names and you can call them. I used to have a paddle 

all the time. That's what I kept at Mossville. The principal didn't deal with them. When he had a 

problem, he'd send them to Coach in the gym. And I put that paddle on their butts. Well, when 

the schools integrated, they had some of them say, "Well he going down there, them white kids 

now, he ain't going to use that paddle." I used that same paddle. They got some of them can tell 

you today. I can tell you one. If you know the police juror, Hal McMillin, ask him how many 

times I put the paddle on …. And them boys, them grown men, come to me today and thank me. 

So I didn't make a difference. And when they saw that, it made me look bigger, really. I didn't . . 
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. I wasn't looking for that. But it show I didn't make a difference, because I . . . The only thing 

I'm concerned with is you do right, and you get an education, do the best you can. That's where 

I've always been, and that's what they give me credit for. But Hal McMillin, which is now the 

police jury for this area, he can tell you. It proved they got a lot of them, grown men, that are 

raising their kids today, and they say, "Coach Williams put that paddle on my butt when I was 

growing up." And they good businessmen. All of them are business men raising their family, and 

got good jobs. So it's just the way you look at it. You don't . . . I never did make any separate . . . 

I never was taught that, either, when I was growing up. When I grew up here people never taught 

me anything about being against whites. They always taught me to respect all people, regardless 

of what color they were. That's the way I was raised. But that was some changes.  

They had buses—another thing that we had to deal with in integration. When you'd get 

on the bus, the blacks had to go to the back. And all of the seats in the front, they had a sign up 

"Colored." We had all that change, but the changes you had to violate it. You had to go sit in that 

area in protest. And they called the police a lot of times. That didn't do any good, because they 

knew we was right. So eventually, they took the signs down and everybody could sit anywhere 

you want.  

 

DRAGOON:  You were involved with those protests?  

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:42:03]  Oh, yeah. All of them. All of them.  

 

DRAGOON:  What kind of other protesting did you do?  
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WILLIAMS:  That's about the only . . . Basically, we never did really get into the job 

factor. This came in later years, because of getting equal pay. Well, we fought that in the plants. 

But there are some other areas that needed to make some adjustments also. But that eventually 

came. But I think that was the biggest thing. We shut a store down out here once. It was . . . The 

Daigles had a store on Prater Road right here. Well this was a grocery store, and it was whites 

that owned it. They had a black guy that would work in there in the store. I guess he's the 

manager. But we was told later that they were going with each other. Well, people would go in 

the store . . . I went there one Sunday and I went to pick up some . . . get some meat or 

something. I forgot . . . it was pork chops or something. But, you know how meat is tainted . . . 

you can look at it? And I told him. He said, "Well you either take it or leave it." Well, I just left 

the store. I went back and told my wife. But it irritated me.  

[1:43:37]  About three or four weeks later, one of my football players had went in there 

and he had it with him. I was working at the recreation. He come down here and he said, "Coach, 

we're going to close it down." And when he told me, it made me mad. So what we did, we 

picketed that store. Across the street, that house that's still there, was a black minister, Gassaway. 

He let us put up a tent in his yard. And that's where we stayed and we picketed that store. They 

called the police. Some of . . . They brought the paddy wagon out here and arrested a bunch. I 

didn’t get arrested in it, because I probably was the last one. I was heading that thing, so they put 

as many as they could in it and took to jail. But I never forget that big old state trooper was 

walking behind me. And I never looked back like I didn't even seen him. We hid our signs and 

brought them back, and all he did was walk behind me. Gave me a bad eye, but I didn't pay him 

no attention. And finally we closed that store down. But it wasn't because of . . . It was because 

of the way it was treating people. That was the main reason. But that was . . . We stayed there all 
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night. Every day we changed pickets. Somebody else walked for an hour and another group 

come on. But we got some attention. And not only did we get attention in Mossville, this kind of 

spread it all over the area. They saw what was going on. That's some of the changes.  

I remember only three churches they had when I was growing up. They had a Baptist 

church, a Methodist church, and a Sanctified church. Now you see several of them. Some of 

them done sold out. But that was the only three. Those three churches, we all cooperated with 

each other. If they had something at their church, we all went and pitched in. Whatever activities 

they had . . . If they had the anniversary of every church. Now it's not that way. Everybody's just 

about separated now. Everybody goes to their own church and very seldom . . . Which I think is 

bad for a community this small. You got two or three different non-denominations they don't 

believe in. But I don't have anything to do with it. I have enough to worry about with my own. 

There ain't but one god.  

 

DRAGOON:  [1:46:23]  So when was the street named after you?  

 

WILLIAMS:  It was in 2000-something. I think it was in 2002, around 2002, I believe.  

 

DRAGOON:  How did that come about? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Well, through my community service and things I'd been doing in the 

community. I'd been involved in everything, and do all my education. The one that really caused 

. . . Like the Hal, I taught him school, in high school, and he knew all about the things that I 

stood for, based on that. And when he became police jury, then that's what he recommended that 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


LaSalle Williams          4700.2600          Tape 4551                                                                    51 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

they do. Because most times, when you get something named, they wait until you die, not while 

you're living. And then most of the other police jurors beside him, I knew them and they knew 

me. And like I said, they knew what I stood for. I think that was the main reason. I was always 

involved in community work all over the area, whatever I could do to help.  

 

DRAGOON:  Were you involved with the Boy Scouts at all around here? 

 

WILLIAMS:  At one time. I was a Boy Scout myself, and then I was a scout master for 

about two years. I think the reason for that is when I got these different jobs, and somebody else 

came in and did a better job than I was doing. But I’ve always been involved in something in the 

community. Whatever. A lot of times I didn't involve myself as people who involve me any. I 

think it was good because it helped me. I don't know what else.  

 

DRAGOON:  [Laughs] What do you think inspired you to become a teacher, and 

become a coach, and become a political leader? 

 

WILLIAMS:  [1:48:50]  That's a good question. My teachers inspired me, especially . . . 

Well, all my teachers inspired me. But the greatest inspiration came from my football coach.  

 

DRAGOON:  What was his name?  

 

WILLIAMS:  [Earl DePeece?] He was from New Orleans. That was about . . . I said [?] I 

want to be a coach. Because my mama, when I was growing up, said that she wanted me to be a 
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preacher. And I always thought of something else. I said I'd like to be a lawyer, I'd like to be a 

doctor. But that's what I had in my mind, but still nobody could . . . around me could inspire me 

because of where I grew up in the country, you see. But when I went to the city and started 

playing football, I said, "This is what I want to be. I want to be a coach." And I guess that was 

based on when I found out that I had some athletic ability. I picked the right thing. But my next 

thing was the military, and I often think now . . . I said, well, I've been in the military, I might 

have been all shot up now, or dead. Because you don't want to come with all the things. So I 

picked coaching, and if I had to do it all over, I'd do it again, because it put me in a position that I 

could be able to help young men and counsel them. I saw a lot of them come from nothing to 

something, and they give me credit for that today, but I wasn't looking for that. I was just trying 

to make a man out of them.  

[1:50:37]  But in my family, my uncle was my greatest inspiration because he always had 

something. He worked in the plant, and he always kept a new car. And a lot of times he stayed 

with us. He helped build my house . . . not my house, but my mama's house. He was an 

electrician. Well, he was a paper hanger. You name it, he could do it. He worked that old and 

then retired. He's always . . . He'd take me around with him. I learned how to hang paper, I 

learned . . . One thing I watched him do, and I got burned by, I used to see him check his 

sparkplugs in his car. I watched everything he did. And he was a good baseball player. He taught 

me how to play baseball. I played semi-pro baseball. We had two fields right here in Mossville, 

and that was the recreation on Sundays. Some . . . We'd play all over Louisiana. Sometimes in 

Texas when the teams would come, we'd go there. He taught me how to plays baseball. I saw 

him when he used to check his sparkplugs with that screwdriver. So when I got a car, I bought a 

car of my own, and I wanted to check my sparkplugs. I took that screwdriver, and when I 
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touched that plug, it almost knocked my arm off. That's when I learned then that that was a 

rubber handled screwdriver he was using. See? But I learned. [Laughs] Yeah, it liked to knock 

my arm off.  

 

DRAGOON:  Oh my goodness.  

 

WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  

 

DRAGOON:  [1:52:28]  I have only . . . I have a few . . . just maybe a couple more 

questions. You've lived in Mossville for such a long time. What do you want people to remember 

about Mossville that maybe younger folks don't know already? 

 

WILLIAMS:  I'd like for them to remember the school, the churches, and some of the 

families . . . the old families, because those were the three things that helped us to be what we 

are. Everything was geared around the church, the school, and the family. And you had . . . I 

often tell them this. Mossville, everybody had either a garden or they raised cattle, they raised 

hogs. When one family killed a hog, all the other families went over and helped. When they got 

through, they shared. The same thing with the gardening. They shared what they had. One 

swapped something to another. Where this one over here was raising potatoes, and this one was 

raising corn. So everybody always had something because they shared, they swapped. And that's 

just about my . . . Everything else. Everybody tried to help one another.  

[1:54:09]  I remember if somebody was a sick, an older person was sick, the families 

would go over and bring us with him and they'd build a log fire, a big wood fire, like a bonfire. 
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We'd sit up there all night with them people who were sick. Wakes were not done in the church. 

Wakes were done at home. Somebody died, that wake was held in the house. He would sit up all 

night long with that body, and drink coffee and eat. So, things like that.  

And you tell the kids like that today, they don't believe it. Well you tell a lot of 

youngsters what we went through as far as segregation and all that, they don't believe that, 

because a lot of them think that's been . . . it's been like this all along. So they need to remember 

where a lot of the . . . where they came from, because a lot of things that they enjoy now was 

built on because what people did ahead of them, and struggle and change. So that's the thing that 

[drives?] me most with the young people today, that they don't realize what has been done to get 

them where they are. They don't have no respect. They don't have no . . . I even notice that with 

my grandkids. They take everything for granted. You see? They don't know how to really take 

responsibility for their actions. Back then, see, we knew what was going to happen. If you do the 

wrong thing, you knew what was coming. But now, it's a different generation. But it's hard to get 

it through to them.  

[1:55:58]  I know I have trouble with my . . . the daughter that I adopted. Now she's thirty 

years old. She don't know what budget means. Her and her husband, they don't know what 

budget means. You put money in their hands, they don't think about what goes first. But we was 

taught all that back then. If you don't have it, don't buy it. I had a . . . My wife's grandpa is dead, 

and he almost died almost a wealthy man. He had his own strawberry farm. He raised all kinds of 

vegetables, and he sold them to stores like George [Theriot?]. You don't . . . Y'all too young. But 

these were stores like Market Basket now. George [Theriot?] had stores all over Westlake, Lake 

Charles, Sulphur. My wife's grandpa used to raise strawberries and all of it, and he'd take it to 

these stores and they'd sell it to them, and they sold it.  
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All these kinds of things happened back then, but if you tell kids this, they don't even 

want to do that kind of work; that's too hard. They don't know nothing about . . . And I think 

maybe I look at myself and I tell my wife, I say, "I think we're responsible for a lot of this, 

because we made it too easy for them." And we always use the alibi: I want them to do better 

than what we did, or live better. And you give them all that and they take it for granted. They 

want to get it quick, and they want to get it a lot. They don't know what it means to sacrifice. I 

don't want to see that. I see it with most all of them now, my own kids, but they don't want to 

sacrifice. So, I don't know.  

 

DRAGOON:  Thank you so much for your time today, Coach Williams.  

 

WILLIAMS:  I know there's something we probably missed. We went two hours, didn't 

we? 

 

DRAGOON:  [Laughs] We did.  

 

WILLIAMS:  Probably went over.  

 

DRAGOON:  [1:58:21]  We did. Is there anything else you'd like to add for today? 

 

WILLIAMS:  Nothing I can think of. I know there's something we missed, but I think we 

got the majority of what we want, I guess.  
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DRAGOON:  Alright. Thank you so much.  

 

WILLIAMS:  We covered school. We covered integration. We covered . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  I could ask you . . .  

 

WILLIAMS:  . . . the community. 

 

DRAGOON:  . . . a million more questions [Laughs]. I have them all in my head. Maybe 

we can come back another day if you're up for it. 

  

WILLIAMS:  Well, give me an idea what you're coming back. Oh you don't have an idea 

now so I can be prepared for it.  

 

DRAGOON:  [Laughs] Alright. Well, let's cut this.  

 

WILLIAMS:  You might think of something else. If you do, call me back. 

 

DRAGOON:  Will do. That sounds good. 

 

 

[1:59:09]  

[End Tape 4551. End Session I.]  
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