LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

Finding Your RooOts In

Chronicling America:
Employing Digitized Historical
Newspapers in Genealogical Research

By Laura Charney, Project Manager of DLNP
LSU Libraries Special Collections
Delivered at Bluebonnet Branch Library on May 31, 2012




LOUISIANA

TE UNIVERSITY

Lsu  www.lib.lsu.edu/special/cc/dinp/

wrve | "." Google

Digitizing Louisiana Newspapers Project (DLNP)

Ll

The Digitizing Louisiana Newspapers Project (DLNP) is a two year grant project made possible

HOME

QUICK LINKS

NEWSPAPER TITLES
Titles by name
Titles by parish
Civil War Era titles
Historically Black
titles

RESEARCHING WITH
NEWSPAPERS
Search Tips & Help
About the
newspapers
Topic Guides
K-12 Resources
How to search
Chronicling
America B
SHOWCASES
Front Page of a LA
Newspaper
DLNP Presentations
DLNF Events

ABOUT DLNP

CHRONICLING
AMERICA
@

RETURN TO DLNP
HOME

ABOUT Us

COLLECTIONS & CENTERS RESEARCH SERVICES ATO Z

Home > Collections & Centars > Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley Collections | Digitizing Louisiana

MNewspapers Project

Digitizing Louisiana Newspapers Project (DLNP)

LSU Libraries is proud to present the Digitizing Louisiana Newspaper Project (DLNF), which offers 56
titles from the state of Louisiana published between 1360 through 1922—a total of 100,000 pages. &n
additional 100,000 pages from 27 titles published between 1836-1922 are currently being proceszed
for digitization and will be available by the end of 2013. Access the complete list of newspaper titles
via the Title and Parish links on the left. Browse newspapers from Louisiana and other states at

Chronicling America B.
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National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)

A parinership between the Library of Congress and the National Endowment for the Humanities

LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS

NDNP is a partnership between the Library of Congress and the National Endowment for the
Humanities. The goal of this program is to build a free Internet-based keyword searchable
database of newspapers published in the United States between 1690-1922.



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

Chronicling America
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The Chronicling America newspaper database is maintained by the Library of Congress. Itis
a free resource for anyone interested in investigating history as it was recorded in the
newspapers of the day. A single institution from each state is responsible for selecting and
digitizing newspapers for submission to this database.



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

Abbeville Progress

The Banner-Democrat
The Bienville Democrat
Bogalusa Enterprise
The Caldwell Watchman
The Carrollton Sun
Claiborne Guardian
Colfax Chronicle: 1876
Colfax Chronicle: 1877
Comrade

Concordia Eagle
Concordia Sentinel
Constitutional

Daily Gazette and Comet
Daily Telegraph

The Era-leader
Feliciana Sentinel
Gazette and Sentinel
The Herald

Homer Guardian

The Jennings Daily Record

The Lafayette Gazette

DLNP 2009-2011 Grant Cycle Titles

Louisiana Capitolian
Louisiana Democrat

The Louisiana Populist

Lower Coast Gazette
Lumberjack

The Madison Journal
Madison Times

The Morning Star and Catholic
Messenger

Natchitoches Spectator

The New Orleans Crescent
Ouachita Telegraph

People’s Vindicator

Progress

Rapides Gazette

The Rice Belt Journal
Richland Beacon

The Semi-weekly Natchitoches
Times

Semi-weekly News

The Semi-weekly Shreveport News

Shreveport Daily News

Shreveport News
Shreveport Semi- Weekly News: 1861
Shreveport Semi- Weekly News: 1865
Shreveport Weekly News: 1861
Shreveport Weekly News: 1862
Shreveport Weekly News: 1866
Tensas Gazette

True Democrat

Voice of the People

The Weekly Messenger

West Feliciana Sentinel

Woman’s En terprise

In 2009 LSU Libraries Special Collections was awarded its first two year grant. During the 2009-
2011 grant cycle 54 English-language newspapers published between 1860-1922 and representing
23 parishes were digitized. They are currently available on Chronicling America.
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DLNP 2011-2013 Grant Cycle Titles

Baton Rouge Gazettet Le Pioneer de I’Assomption
The Caucasian The Planters’ Bannerf

The Donaldsonville Chief Pointe Coupee Democrat'}'
The Feliciana Democrat Semi-weekly Louisianian
Houma Ceres'}‘ The Southern Sentinel

The Houma Courier '}‘ The South-western

The Lafayette Advertiser St. Landry Clarionf

The Louisiana Cotton-Bolly St. Tammany Farmer o

Le Louisianais'}‘ Sugar Planter

Louisianian True American

The M eridional’f‘ The Weekly LouisianianT
Le Meschacébét

1 Features French language content
Le Messag er T 1 Features Spanish language content

New Orleans Daily Crescent

The New Orleans Daily Democrat
The Opelousas Coun'er"‘

El Pelayo §

Pioneer of AssumptionT

In 2011 LSU Libraries Special Collections was awarded its second two year grant. During the
2011-2013 grant cycle, DLNP will digitize 29 newspaper titles from 17 parishes. These newspapers
are some of the first in Chronicling America to feature non-English content. Publications dates
span between 1836-1922. 6
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Family tree from : Cooper Pilgrim, M.L. (Ed.). Ancestors of Edmund Herbert Jr. Kravet, Gumbo Roots,

7(3), 26.

The purpose of this presentation is to briefly explain how to incorporate DLNP into family history
research, beginning with an introduction of how historic newspapers are traditionally used in
genealogy, a quick overview of how to create dynamic searches, and a short discussion in how
you can broaden the usage of historic newspapers to develop more rounded out family histori€s.
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Traditional Family Tree Climbing
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For the novice and expert alike, one of the main goals in genealogy is to gather the names
and important dates of relatives as a means of constructing the basis of the family tree.

Family Tree from: Cassos, E.J., & Noto, G. (1975). Salvatore: a brief history of the noto family. Location

and publisher not available. Retrieved from LSU Special Collections Call Number: CS71 .N6
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Start at Home

Most people start at home with the documents they have and the family they know. Talking to
relatives, asking them to recall all they can about members of their family and then writing
down as much of this oral family history is the ideal start to any genealogy project. As always
it is important to remember that memory is an imperfect resource at best so everything should
be checked and verified against documentary evidence such as historic newspapers. 9
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BIRTHS.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Leatham
{of 227 Eliza SL—a girl

Barn to Mr. and Mra. Tom Ver-|
igona of 424 Eliza St.—a girl

Born to Mr, and Mra, Harold Brown
of 229 Homer St.—a boy.

Born to Mr. and Mra. Willlam
| Leathem of 728 Whitney Avenue—
| a glrl.

Birth

Basic 3 For Building the Family Tree

Marriage Announcments.

The marriage of Mr. Paul Gui-
dry to Miss Una Besliv, the pret-
ty danghter of Mr. aud Mrs. Lou-
pold Baeslin, is auoounced to take
place at the Catbolie Chureh at
five o'clock in the evening, Wed.-
uesday the fith iust.

The warriage of Mr. Clovis Po-
tier to Miss Edns Bouiuo, the pret-
ty daughter of AMr. Evalture Bo-
pin, both of St. Martiaville, is so-
vounced to take place Mooday
December 4th., st the Catholic
Chburch, at five o'clock in the ave-

] Iﬂ. ;

~ Mother Of Triplets Died.

Mrs. 0. Hergroder of Port Barre
who eome lime ago gave birth to
three boys, died in the bospital in
New Orleans last week, the three
litele boys baviog died before her.
Mre. Hergroder being sick sioce
the birth of ithe babies, was taken
to New Orleans where she died.

John Dietch Died.

Jobn Dietch who was acciden-
tally burt in an sutomobils race
near Poochatols, last week, died
at the Charity Hoapital in New
Orleans this week. Youug Distch
gradusted st the High School bere
two years ago and bLad meoy
frieuds bere.

Marriage

Death

Once you have some names and dates you can begin the actual search process with the basic 3

major events that shape the family tree: birth, marriage, and death.

10
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The DLNP site has some great information and resources for you to use, especially if you want to
browse Louisiana newspapers but for people wanting to search, you will be primarily concerned
with four items: Search Tips & Help, How to Search Chronicling America, DLNP Presentations,

and the link to Chronicling America. 1
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Search Tips and Help will take you to the DLNP rundown on how to develop a
search.

12
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Home > Collections & Centers > Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley Collections > Digitizing Louisiana

Nevspapers Project | Search Tips & Help

Search Tips & Help

HELP

For research assistance or questions about the Digitizing Louisiana Newspaper Project, see

information about how to contact a Librarian.
SEARCH TIPS
Louisiana newspaper titles currently available for full-text search are listed alphabetically by title or
parish and by subject.
Title List
Parish List
Civil War Era titles

Historically Black titles

For subjects covered by the Louisiana newspapers, see the Topic Guides page.

ACCESSING DIGITIZED LOUISIANA NMEWSPAPERS ON CHRONICLING AMERICA B

Access to the digitized Louisiana newspapers is provided by the Chronicling America B website.
Chronicling Americs B provides access to all the participating states' newspapers. To browse or
search Louisiana newspaper titles, "Louisiana” must be selected from the state list on the search
screen and/or one or more Louisiana newspaper titles must be selected from the title list. Specific
years or data ranges can also be selected to limit your search. See examples of these search options

below as well as a keyword sample search.

Additional instruction on searching Chronicling America B is available on the Library of Congress's

website @ or via the Ohio State Historical Society's podcast series @,

Search by State:

US Newspoper Directory, 1630-Present

Search Pages

All Digitized Newspapers 1836-1922

This page provides guidance in navigating both the DLNP site and Chronicling America,
complete with screenshots. It is essential that users learn how to search Chronicling America
because, while the database is keyword searchable, searching it is not as intuitive as using

Google and commonplace limiters such as NOT, OR, and AND will not work.
13
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NEWSPAPER TITLES .
Search Tips & Help

Titles by name
[ B t H Titles by parish HELP

Civil War Era titles
Historically Black For research assistance or questions about the Digitizing Louisiana Newspaper Project, see
titles information about how to contact a Librarian.
RESEARCHING WITH
T} - 13T NEWSPAPERS SEARCH TIPS
= e
| Search Tips & Help Louisiana newspaper titles currently available for full-text search are listed alphabetically by title or
! I About the
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ACCESSING DIGITIZED LOUISIANA MEWSPAPERS ON CHRONICLING AMERICA B
DLNP Presentations

DLNF Events Access to the digitized Louisiana newspapers is provided by the Chronicling America B website.
ABOUT DLNP Chrenicling America B provides access to all the participating states’ newspapers. To browse or
search Louisiana newspaper titles, "Louisiana” must be selected from the state list on the search
CHRONICLING o ) ) -
AMERICA screen and/or one or more Louisiana newspaper titles must be selected from the title list. Specific
Il years or data ranges can also be selected to limit your search. See examples of these search options

below as well as a keyword sample search.
RETURN TO DLNP
HOME Additional instruction on searching Chronicling America B is available on the Library of Congress's

website @ or via the Ohio State Historical Society's podcast series @,

Search by State:

Search Pages Al Digitized Newspapers 1836-1922 US Newspaper Bircclory, 1650-Fresent

Users interested only in learning how to conduct searches in Chronicling America may choose to
use the text-based instructions prepared by the Library of Congress by following the “How to
search Chronicling America” link.

14
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- Google Al B

€ B chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/help/#general_searching ! C"H

»

General Searching in Chronicling America

Results listed first are most likely to be relevant to vour search. Results will appear higher in the list when they contain

* more of your search terms;
* repeated search terms;

* search terms that occur near each other;
Your searches will yield better results if you keep the following points in mind:

* Commen words such as and, not, and the are ignored by the search engine.
® Case of letters is ignored. For example, Civil and civil are treated the same.

s Diacritic characters (accent marks, in non-English text) and other special characters produce inaccurate results, so
plain (unaccented) letters should be substituted for letters with diacritics.

Search and Browsing Tips

Many browsers have the capability of tabbed browsing, which opens a new pane in the current window, either in the
background or the foreground. Users of Chronicling America have reported this as a useful method of navigating
through search results- bringing up each result in a new tab. This may be accomplished by clicking with the right-hand
mouse button (for Mac, hold down the Command key) and selecting "Open Link in New Tab."

Search results are displayed on a page that can easily be bookmarked or navigated to via the "Back” button on the
browser. Every page in the Chronicling America application can be bookmarked, but only the addresses containing
newspaper pages should be treated as canonical for purposes of citations and long-term referrals. These addresses are
displayed in the address bar of the browser, and no special treatment is required for adding them to a citation database.
(Select the "Persistent Link" URL displayed on each newspaper page view to store the link without search text
highlighted.)

Search for a Phrase
s Select the Advanced Search tab and enter your phrase in the appropriate .. with the phrase"” search box.

s When searching for a phrase, enter the words in the order they are most likely to occur.

® The order of search words does not affect the scope of the search results, but it will affect the order of their
display.

Search for Words Near Each Other

Select the Advanced Search tab and enter your keywords into the "...with the words"™ search box.

Select a numeric value for how close the words should be to each other (proximity).

This type of search can be helpful in narrowing results on a given person, place or event to a specific aspect of that
person, place or event. For example: "Roosevelt conservation”™ within 10 words will result mostly in articles about
President Theodore Roosevelt’'s Conservation policies during his administration.

Too Many Results - If a search generates too many results, try using more specific terms and/or limiting to a specific
state of publication or a particular newspaper title. Use the search box options in combination to narrow your results. For
example, use "President Roosevelt” as phrase and "Roosevelt conservation” within 10 words to narrow results to text
about only President Roosevelt's conservation policies.

Too Few Results - If a search generates too few results, try alternate terms or broader subjects and relax any limiting
criteria (date ranges, state limitations, etc.).

Because language changes, be sure to use search terms used at the time the materials were created, even if those

Following the “How to Search Chronicling America” link will direct users away from the
DLNP site to the detailed instructions and search suggestions on the Chronicling America
site.

15
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Users desiring a more detailed, step-by-step visual instruction in navigating DLNP and
searching Chronicling America may be interested in other presentations available on the
“DLNP Presentations” page.
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This presentation is also viewable in full screen PDF and available for download with navigable

bookmarks by clicking here.

The DLNP team would like to host online presentations that feature the digitized Louisiana

The “Exploring Digital Historic Newspapers” presentation thoroughly demonstrates how to

browse DLNP, navigate Chronicling America, and utilize a variety research options not
detailed in this presentation.
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bookmarks by clicking here.

The DLNP team would like to host online presentations that feature the digitized Louisiana

Finally, users ready to dive into their searches can follow the Chronicling America link to access the
database.
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n = G [oe R5S & E-Mail Podcasts Ask a Librarian
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Chronicling America will always open to sampling of newspapers from “100 Years Ago Today”.
Again, this site has a number of features that should be investigated but, for the sake of brevity,
this presentation will focus solely on the Advanced Search feature.
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Click on the “Advanced Search” tab at the top to access the search box.
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Of the different limiters and options available in the Advanced Search, the most important are...
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“Select state(s)”, (holding down the CTRL key to select multiple states to search)
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date range,
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and “with the words within X words of each other” search box.
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Let's suppose we are looking for a death notice on a relative by the name of Charles Logan
Ford and we know he died in the fall of 1920. We can limit our search to the state of Louisiana
and to a date between October 1, 1920 through December 31, 1920. With the “with the phrase”
search we should get back results featuring all of the terms we entered in the order they are
entered. This is ideal for proper names. Again, do not enter include any ANDs, THEs, ORs,
NOTS, or quotations marks. 26
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For this search we get one result. Now, let’s back up and try something different.
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Let's say we were unsure of his full name or that our records indicate his name was simply
“Charles Ford”. If we had searched that in the “phrase” search (keeping everything else the
same) we would get different results...
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But we don’t have to give up yet. If we are unsure of a full name or how the name appeared in a
newspaper, we can search for the parts of the name “within X number of words” of each other.
Here we will search Louisiana newspapers between October 1, 1920 through December 31, 1920
for the words “Charles” and “Ford” within 5 words of each other. 30
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We get a result.
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Once we have a newspaper page we want to view, clicking on the image or the hyperlink
beneath it will open the page in a viewer that allows for you to explore the page more closely.
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With the page we want open in the viewer, we can use our mouse to move the page, zoom
in/out, and otherwise arrange the page however we want.
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While you can download a PDF or JPEG2000 image of the page, one of the finest features (and
most important for the sake of documenting your research) is the “Clip Image” option.
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inenﬂ took place Saturday morning
at 10 o'clock from his late residence,
[512 Elmira Ave. Interment was in
|Grean-ood Cemetery.

FORD—Charles logan Ford, who
committed suicide on Friday morn-
Ling, was a native of our town, where
| he was born twenty-seven years ago.
| He was the husband of Kate Kauff-
{man. The funeral took place Sat-
urday at 4 o'clock p. m., from his
mother's residence, 6§01 S Johnson
St.

MOTHE—On Monday, Oet. 19, at
|5 o'clock p. m, Oscal Mothe, son of
Justice Rey and Guillaume Mothe,
and brother of Emile J. Mothe, died
at the age of thirtv-five vears. The
| tuneral took place Wednesday at 10
| o'clock from his late residence, 2424
i Bienville 5t.

1 I FLEOCTRIC WIRTNG

paid the Parsonage on Friday ni
October 15th, when quite a er
of the congregation gave the par
are folks a surprise party. It
indeed a surprise for the first
was known of it was when
crowd took possessoin of the pa
and began to sing. “Holy, Hc
They had arranged a beautiful
gram consisting of solos and o
pretty music, some recitations
altogether it was a delightful
casion. This came at a mon
when it added good cheer and bri
ness to us all. Thank you for )
visit and for the pounding.

Miss Alice Marshall Heard
the guest of her Aunt, Mrs. C
Wier, last week.

You know how careful we 4
Your Prescriptions

This will open the image in a new tab with the option to print, download, or save a persistent
link to the image you selected.
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BIRTHS.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Leatham
{of 227 Eliza SL—a girl

Barn to Mr. and Mra. Tom Ver-|
igona of 424 Eliza St.—a girl

Born to Mr, and Mra, Harold Brown
of 229 Homer St.—a boy.

Born to Mr. and Mra. Willlam
| Leathem of 728 Whitney Avenue—
| a glrl.

Birth

Basic 3 For Building the Family Tree

Marriage Announcments.

The marriage of Mr. Paul Gui-
dry to Miss Una Besliv, the pret-
ty danghter of Mr. aud Mrs. Lou-
pold Baeslin, is auoounced to take
place at the Catbolie Chureh at
five o'clock in the evening, Wed.-
uesday the fith iust.

The warriage of Mr. Clovis Po-
tier to Miss Edns Bouiuo, the pret-
ty daughter of AMr. Evalture Bo-
pin, both of St. Martiaville, is so-
vounced to take place Mooday
December 4th., st the Catholic
Chburch, at five o'clock in the ave-

] Iﬂ. ;

~ Mother Of Triplets Died.

Mrs. 0. Hergroder of Port Barre
who eome lime ago gave birth to
three boys, died in the bospital in
New Orleans last week, the three
litele boys baviog died before her.
Mre. Hergroder being sick sioce
the birth of ithe babies, was taken
to New Orleans where she died.

John Dietch Died.

Jobn Dietch who was acciden-
tally burt in an sutomobils race
near Poochatols, last week, died
at the Charity Hoapital in New
Orleans this week. Youug Distch
gradusted st the High School bere
two years ago and bLad meoy
frieuds bere.

Marriage

Death

That concludes the “quick and dirty” guide to searching Chronicling America and, ideally, should
give you a jump start to filling in the skeleton of your family tree as you continue to search for
birth, marriage, and death announcements.
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While newspapers can be of use in the “seek and find” task of tracking down past
relatives, they can actually do much more when it comes to illuminating the your family’s
past and the lives of the individuals who comprise it. Newspapers are ideal for rounding
out those characters and providing context for their lives, allowing for a history rich with

detail and empathy than names and dates alone.
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Generational History

“An interdisciplinary study of the
development of individual families across
generations — analyzing the dynamics of
ethnicity, intermarriage, status, and migration
In economic, legal, and social contexts;
otherwise, the practice of genealogy as a field
of history , following precepts of peer-

reviewed scholarship.” — E.s. Mmills, National Genealogical
Society Quarterly: Centennial Issue 91 (December 2003): 266.

More rigorous research aligns closely to what Elizabeth Mills, a prominent certified
genealogist and social historian defines of in the National Genealogical Society Quarterly

as “Generational History”
39
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Essentially Mills thinks genealogists should become social historians, to go beyond the task
of cross checking and documenting your findings to actively placing individuals in historical
context. And while there are plenty of peer-reviewed scholarly articles and books on
everything from economic conditions to fashions of the time, the fastest and most effective
way to learn about the details of your family’s daily lives is to consult a local newspapers
from their time. In historical newspapers you can learn about politics, the global climate,
fashion and food, major concerns of the day, popular sentiments, social activities, and even
prejudices that your family members lived through. 40
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[ A PHENOMENAL GAME OF THE WORLD SERIES |

Elmer Smuth
Taal
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American Arnrirg
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Bal rurl aled #varvihing from slone walls io buman beings wnd
earby ntlhvl rubber siamps Baving been used Lo obviste &ll

WOMEN VOTERS OF THE FIFTEENTH WARD WHO WILL

PUBLIC OPPOSES | CAST THEIR FIRST VOTE AT NOVEMBER ELECTIONS

Voting Strength of Ward Increased Approximately 1300 By New

GUV'T Registrations—Names of Those Registering From Third and
Fourth Precincts Printed Below---Other

Precincts Follow Next Week

ELSIE FERGUSON ¢
STAD IN PARAMOUNT PICTURES

Foreign Immigration
Canvass of 5.154 Editors Shows . ‘ For New Orleans

4,466 Communities Against LIQUOR AND BRIBERY.
Socialistic Experiment.

ASSOCIATION OF COMMERCE
STARTS MOVEMENT TO DI-
VERT IMMIGRATION TO
NEW ORLEANS FROM
NEW YORK.

Whatever may be our views on the expediency of the eighteenth amend-
ment, we must recognize that it is the law of the land and must bhe
obeyed. Also, it must be enforeced.

For example, we can ascertain quite a bit of information about the time and place that Charles Logan
Ford lived in just by exploring the single issue of the newspaper in which his obituary was printed.
The October 21, 1920 issue of The Herald (New Orleans) shows that at the time of his death there
were growing concerns about socialism, a desire to draw immigrants to New Orleans, and
controversial opinions about Prohibition. We also know that Elsie Ferguson was still a star, that the
Cleveland Indians had played one highest lauded games of the World Series, that women were
voting, and that the Wall Street Bomber had yet to be identified.
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In sum, whether searching for a particular person or wanting to know more about a
long deceased family member’s daily life — Chronicling Americais an excellent free
resource for family and generational history.
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Additional Online Resources

Guide to Louisiana Genealogical Materials in LSU Libraries
http://www.lib.Isu.edu/special/cc/sg/LA_genealogy.pdf

National Archives: Resources for Genealogists
http://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/

East Baton Rouge Parish Library Genealogy Resources
http://ebrpl.libguides.com/genealogy

New Orleans Public Library Genealogy Resources
http://nutrias.org/links/genlinks/genlinks.htm

Family Search
http://www.familysearch.org

Genealogy Today
www.genealogytoday.com

The USGenWeb Project
http://www.usgenweb.org/
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THANK YOU

Questions or Comments?

Laura Charney, M.L.I.S.
Project Manager of DLNP
LSU Libraries Special Collections
Hill Memorial Library
Baton Rouge, LA 70803

lcharn1@lsu.edu

6/5/2012 44
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