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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For over six decades, LSU Libraries Special Collections has been actively gathering and microfilming newspapers from all over Louisiana. The intent is to promote long term access to Louisiana newspapers on microfilm, the preferred preservation medium for these fragile, yet exquisite resources – essentially our “first drafts of history.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What makes newspapers, particularly small local newspapers so exquisite is that they do not only illuminate the larger story of our world, nation, and state, but they speak to the smaller histories such as the story of our families (often in snippets relating to births, baptisms, marriages, and deaths), 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
the story of our local business communities and  politics (for researchers interested in business and political history they most often find notices of available service providers, advertisements, small articles on developing legal cases, and party politics ideal for their purposes)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Historical newspapers naturally have stories of local and global importance, but they also detail the local sentiments on those events..



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Additionally, historical newspapers capture activities such as community and social events – anything as mundane as a Levee board meeting to as personal as a birthday party.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So because of the usefulness in historical newspapers, we at LSU Special Collections are dedicated to preservation of these newspapers.  But while microfilming newspapers is ideal for  preserving them (Remember it a stable medium that allows for contents to be accessed even without a machine, and it can hold hundreds and hundreds of pages in a single reel), actually accessing and using microfilm can be  problematic. 



Patron viewing a newspaper on microfilm at the State Library in Baton Rouge Louisiana in 
1965/ Courtesy of Louisiana State Library 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using microfilm has quite a few drawbacks.  For one thing there tends to be a learning curve when using more advanced microfilm viewers (such as the one seen here on the bottom right).  Additionally the searching of microfilm is a slow and tedious process, requiring the user to rely on their own skills to seek out the information they hope to find.  The major drawback, however, is that users have to know about the microfilm 



CHRONICLING AMERICA 
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Abbeville Progress 
The Banner-Democrat 
The Bienville Democrat 
Bogalusa Enterprise  
The Caldwell Watchman  
The Carrollton Sun  
Claiborne Guardian 
Colfax Chronicle: 1876  
Colfax Chronicle: 1877  
Comrade 
Concordia Eagle  
Concordia Sentinel  
Constitutional  
Daily Gazette and Comet  
Daily Telegraph  
The Era-leader  
Feliciana Sentinel  
Gazette and Sentinel  
The Herald  
Homer Guardian  
The Jennings Daily Record  
The Lafayette Gazette  

Louisiana Capitolian  
Louisiana Democrat  
The Louisiana Populist  
Lower Coast Gazette  
Lumberjack  
The Madison Journal  
Madison Times  
The Morning Star and Catholic 
Messenger  
Natchitoches Spectator  
The New Orleans Crescent  
Ouachita Telegraph  
People’s Vindicator  
Progress  
Rapides Gazette  
The Rice Belt Journal  
Richland Beacon  
The Semi-weekly Natchitoches Times  
Semi-weekly News  
The Semi-weekly Shreveport News  
Shreveport Daily News  
Shreveport  News  

Shreveport Semi-Weekly News: 1861  
Shreveport Semi-Weekly News: 1865  
Shreveport Weekly News: 1861  
Shreveport Weekly News: 1862  
Shreveport Weekly News: 1866  
Tensas Gazette  
True Democrat  
Voice of the People  
The Weekly Messenger  
West Feliciana Sentinel  
Woman’s Enterprise   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cycle 1 Titles.  All titles for this 2009-2011 cycle have to be English-language only and published between 1860-1922. Total of 110,000 pages from 54 newspapers and representing 23 parishes.



Baton Rouge Gazette†  
The Caucasian  
The Donaldsonville Chief  
The Feliciana Democrat  
Houma Ceres†  
The Houma Courier †  
The Lafayette Advertiser †   
The Louisiana Cotton-Boll†  
Le Louisianais†  
Louisianian 
The Meridional† 
Le Meschacébé†  
Le Messager † 
New Orleans Daily Crescent  
The New Orleans Daily Democrat  
The Opelousas Courier†  
El Pelayo ‡  
Pioneer of Assumption†  
Le Pioneer de l’Assomption †  
The Planters’ Banner† 
Pointe Coupee Democrat† 
Semi-weekly Louisianian 
The Southern Sentinel  

The South-western 
St. Landry Clarion† 
St. Tammany Farmer  
Sugar Planter  
True American  
The Weekly Louisianian† 
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

† Features French language content 
‡ Features Spanish language content 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cycle 2 Titles. Titles for this 2011-2013 cycles may feature multi-language content and published between 1836-1922. Over 120,000 pages from 29 newspapers.  17 newspapers contain multi-language content. By the end of 2013, 83 historical Louisiana newspapers representing 31 parishes will be freely available online.



























Presenter
Presentation Notes
Titles by Name
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Presentation Notes
Titles by Parish




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Civil War Era Titles Link



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Historically Black Titles Link



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Search Tips & Help Link




Presenter
Presentation Notes
About the Newspapers Link




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Topic Guides Links




Presenter
Presentation Notes
K-12 Resources Link




Presenter
Presentation Notes
How to Search Chronicling America Link



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Additional ShowCase Links




Presenter
Presentation Notes
About DLNP Link




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Return to DLNP Home Links





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Titles by Name



Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLNP Newspapers by Title 1.  What it looks like





Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you scroll to the bottom of the “Newspapers by Titles” list you fill find the list of papers that will be coming soon as part of the 2011-2013 grant cycle.  These papers should be up by December of 2013. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLNP Newspapers by Title 1.  Back up to the top.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLNP Newspapers by Title. Top Row/Organization of information. As you can see on the Newspapers by Titles page you links for the Title & History, Publisher location, Years of Publication, the DLNP Date Range, and a link to browse the issues via Calendar View at the Chronicling America site. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLNP Newspapers by Title 1.  You can access the newspapers via Chronicling America two ways. You can be taken to information about the title but clicking on the titles name or….





Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLNP Newspapers by Title 3. Browse Issues.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Titles by Parish










Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLNP Map. Selecting the parish will take you directly to the list of newspapers available for that parish. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select a parish, in this Caddo.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Natchitoches Parish titles





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Natchitoches Parish titles





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Natchitoches Parish titles





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Browse Issues Chronicling America Calendar View




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This calendar view of the Progress is the same tab you would get if you were back on the DLNP Titles Page and selected “Browse Issues”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This calendar view of the Progress is the same tab you would get if you were back on the DLNP Titles Page and selected “Browse Issues”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This calendar view of the Progress is the same tab you would get if you were back on the DLNP Titles Page and selected “Browse Issues”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Browse Issues Chronicling America Calendar View




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Browse Issues Chronicling America Calendar View






Presenter
Presentation Notes
This calendar view of the Progress is the same tab you would get if you were back on the DLNP Titles Page and selected “Browse Issues”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
By clicking on the title of the Progress in the newspapers by Title page, you can also access this “About” page on Chronicling America. 

















Presenter
Presentation Notes
About the Newspapers Link














Presenter
Presentation Notes
That is essentially the bare bones of what you will find useful on DLNP.  Again, the Digitizing Louisiana Newspaper Project is probably most useful for those people who are interested in browsing historical Louisiana newspapers.  Now if you want search and search across newspapers, including those outside of Louisiana, then you may want to be on the Chronicling America web site. 



CHRONICLING AMERICA 
 







Presenter
Presentation Notes
100 Years Ago Today Section










Presenter
Presentation Notes
Help Page. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
How to Search Chronicling America Link















Presenter
Presentation Notes
Names of publishers, communities words like “spectator” or even particular political parties or parishes

























Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scrolling through this page you can discover that well over a dozen libraries and publishing groups have copies of this newspaper, including LSU-Shreveport’s Noel Memorial Library and many others that will undoubtedly oblige in fulfilling Inter-Library Loan requests for this title.






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Similar to the newspaper directory, but limited to only those papers available online is the “All digitized Newspapers Tab” which is feature above the simple search bar.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see this particular section lacks in a search bar but if you are interested in having a complete list of titles currently available you can download a list in PDF or you can browse all papers. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As of today here are 723 newspaper titles available for viewing online. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This particular section of Chronicling America is intended for browsing. You can limit your results by selecting from the drop down menus.  




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This particular section of Chronicling America is intended for browsing. You can limit your results by selecting from the drop down menus.  The most useful of these is by state. As of right now there are newspapers from 30 states and the District of Columbia available online. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
By limiting to a state and clicking “Go”, Chronicling America will retrieve a list of available newspapers from the state. This is very similar to the “Newspapers by Titles” on the DLNP page.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
By limiting to a state and clicking “Go”, Chronicling America will retrieve a list of available newspapers from the state. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Additionally you can find links to the calendar view of the newspaper as weel as how many issues are available online. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
By limiting to a state and clicking “Go”, Chronicling America will retrieve a list of available newspapers from the state. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And links to More Info will take you to information about the “About page” of the publication.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
For example, if we select  this first title here which is the Concordia Sentinel….













Presenter
Presentation Notes
Press CTRL+ and make selections to select more than one state or newspaper.







Presenter
Presentation Notes
Search features which I will now discuss very briefly. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Searching by “any of the words” means just that. You can add cat, dog, fish and it will pull up any page that features ANY of those words. So a page may only have cat or dog.  This will yield you plenty of results, albeit probably not very precise results. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A “with all the words search” will retrieve pages that have ALL the words you are searching for but not necessarily in context of each other.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Searching for a phrase is much more precise.  This search feature will search for ALL of the words but in the order that you placed them.  This is especially useful when searching for names. But do be prepared to try searching and researching with variations of that name in order to find what you are looking for. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Order of the words is not important, but keeping the words within so many words of each other will yield more precise results.



















































CHRONICLING AMERICA 
 



Digitizing Louisiana Newspapers 
Project is Louisiana-specific 
resource 



Chronicling America is 
a free keyword-
searchable database 
featuring newspapers 
from 29 states & the 
District of Columbia 
sponsored by the 
Library of Congress, the 
National Endowment 
for the Humanities, and 
the National Digital 
Newspaper Program 
 



Newspapers can be 
accessed on either 
website 



Advanced Search 
options make 
searching historical 
newspapers faster, 
more efficient, and 
more 
comprehensive 



U.S. Newspaper 
Directory provides 
the most extensive 
bibliography of 
historical 
newspapers 
published in the U.S. 



Contextual essays 
and publishing 
information 
illuminates slants in 
newspapers and 
prominent 
themes/stories 



Calendar views of 
newspaper titles 
facilitates browsing 



Zoom, clip, & 
download images  



 Construct your searches carefully 
 

 Conduct some preliminary research 
so you can limit your searches 
accordingly 

 
 Try different terms, alternate 

spellings and misspellings, 
anachronistic usage, & 
abbreviations 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Common example: died, death, obituary or instead of births search for baptisms



Many of our contemporary assumptions about 
newspapers will not apply! 
 
 Newspapers are not objective  

 
 Opinion, gossip, and outright lies are often 

printed as “news” 
 

 Many newspapers were one-man operations 
dedicated to expressing the opinions of the 
editor (which often reflected the opinion of 
subscribers) 
 

 With the profession of  journalism in its infancy, 
many articles, photographs, and cartoons were 
“borrowed” from other papers 
 

 Often no bylines, sections, or headlines 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Clearly a very evocative cartoon with a particular slant.  This is also a reprint from another newspaper, taken here from the Voice of the People (N.O. 1914) originally seen in the Tacoma, Washington “Times”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember: it took us decades to develop the newspaper we have now and even they are changing, so brace yourself for some frustration but also be prepared from some happy surprises as that is the nature of almost all historical documents – including these.



Questions or Comments? 
 
 

Laura Charney, M.L.I.S. 
Project Manager of DLNP 

LSU Libraries Special Collections 
Hill Memorial Library 

Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
 

lcharn1@lsu.edu 
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