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Researching America’s First Record of History 

No Known Restrictions: Girl Reading Newspaper in Restaurant Bar, Tower, 
Minnesota by Russell Lee, 1937 (LOC) 

Patron viewing a newspaper on microfilm at 

the State Library in Baton Rouge Louisiana 

in 1965/ Courtesy of Louisiana State Library. 

Print Newspapers 

Microfilm 



Newspapers at LSU – we’ve 

been preserving them since 

the 1940s! 



Why Digitize? 



Why microfilm? 



Digitizing Louisiana Newspapers 

Overview 

What is the Digitizing 

Louisiana 

Newspapers Project 

(DLNP)? 

How are the titles 

selected? 

What’s next? 
 

From The Rice Belt Journal (Welsh, Calcasieu Parish, La.) July 21, 1916. 



To fulfill the grant specification of the National 
Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP) 

  To make freely accessible digitized historical 
newspapers (100,000 pages / grant) 

• 1836-1922 
• Historically significant 
• Longevity* 

  Hosted by the Library of Congress 
  Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers 

 (http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/) 

* Some titles are highly desirable with very short runs. These are usually included when possible. 

 
 
 
 

 

What is DLNP? 



Recipients 
28 states have received 1 or more NDNP grants 

 
• 2005 (100,000 pages published between 1900-1910) 

– CA, FL, KY, NY, UT, VA 

• 2007 (100,000 pages published between 1880-1910) 

– CA, KY, MN, NE, NY, TX, UT, VA 

• 2008 (100,000 pages published between 1880-1922) 

– AZ, HI, MO, OH, PA, WA 

• 2009 (100,000 pages published between 1860-1922) 

– CA, IL, KS, KY, LA, MN, MT, NE, NY, OK, OR, SC, TX, UT, VA 

• 2010 (100,000 pages published between 1836-1922) 

– AZ, HI, MO, NM, OH, PA, TN, VT, WA 

• 2011 (100,000 pages published between 1836-1922) 

– IL, KS, KY, LA, MN, MT, ND, OK, OR, SC, TX, WV 

 



 How are titles selected? 
 (1860 – 1922) 

Historical Relevance Clarity of Text 



2009-2011 Title List 

Regional Coverage 



DLNP Title List 

2009-2010 
 Abbeville progress Homer guardian Semi-weekly Louisianian The Era-leader 

Bogalusa enterprise Louisiana capitolian Semi-weekly news The Jennings daily record 

Claiborne guardian 
Louisiana Democrat 
(Alexandria, La. : 1845) Shreveport daily news The Lafayette gazette 

The Colfax chronicle The Louisianian Shreveport news The Louisiana populist 

The Colfax chronicle Lower coast gazette 
Shreveport semi-weekly 
news 

The morning star and 
Catholic messenger 

The Comrade The Lumberjack 
Shreveport semi-weekly 
news The New Orleans crescent 

The Concordia eagle The Madison journal Shreveport weekly news The Rice belt journal 

The Concordia sentinel Madison times Shreveport weekly news 
The Semi-weekly 
Natchitoches times 

The Constitutional Natchitoches spectator 
The Shreveport weekly 
news 

The Semi-weekly 
Shreveport news 

Daily gazette and comet 
Ouachita telegraph 
(Monroe, La. : 1865) Tensas gazette The true Democrat 

The Daily telegraph The People's vindicator The Banner-Democrat The Voice of the people 

Feliciana sentinel The Progress The Bienville Democrat The Weekly messenger 

Gazette and sentinel Rapides gazette The Caldwell watchman West Feliciana sentinel 

The Herald Richland beacon The Carrollton sun Woman's enterprise 



What’s Next? 

Of the 578 total titles in the original list, only about 60 
were chosen for the 2009-2011 DLNP = ~100,000 
pages. 

DLNP 2009-2011



What’s Inside? 

Historical Coverage 
 

• Civil War 

• Reconstruction 

• Industrial Development 

• Modern America 

• World War I 

 

 

Content Interest 
 

• Political 

 

• Social 

 

• Economic 



Political Items 

• Public records 

• Police jury proceedings 

• Election proceedings 

• Communications 

• Jury duty roll 

• Sheriff sales 

• Probate/estate listings 

• Tax delinquencies/sales 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88064402/1915-07-23/ed-1/seq-7/


Economic Items 

• Industrial development 

• Monies 

• Fairs 

• Advertising 

• Urban sprawl 

• Homestead Act 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88064339/1915-10-02/ed-1/seq-2/


Social Items 

• Births/marriages/obits 

• Personals 

• Gossip columns 

• Poetry and serials 

• Comics 

• Event announcements 

• Social Organizations 

• Sports, fashion, food 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88064402/1915-08-20/ed-1/seq-4/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88064339/1914-08-15/ed-1/seq-3/


How 

Newspapers 

Can Help 

You Climb 

Your Family 

Tree 

 

Geneaology 
Special thanks to Judy Riffel for these tips! 



Obituaries: Thomas Naughton, Sr. 

Daily Telegraph. (Monroe, La.) 1870-18??, February 2, 1886, Image 3 



Obituaries: Mrs. Julia A. Butler 

People’s Vindicator. (Natchitoches, La.) 1874-18??, May 8, 1875, Image 2 



Obituaries: Sylvester A. Davis 

Louisiana Capitolian. (Baton Rouge, La.) 1879-1881, September 30, 1880, Image 3 



Obituaries: Mrs. Sarah Jane Hooper 

Louisiana Democrat. (Alexandria, La.) 1845-1918, July 12, 1884, Image 3 



Obituaries: Mrs. Francis Dubois 

Colfax Chronicle. (Baton Rouge, La.) 1877-1981, August 20, 1881, Image 4 



Tips for Finding Obituaries 

• Start with first/last name and “died” 

• If too few results, remove first name 

• If too many results, narrow date range and 
specific locations 

• Try initials or abbreviations – Jno. Wm. Chas. 

• Use other terms such as obituary, buried, 
cemetery, death 

 



Beyond Obituaries: Coroner’s Inquests 

Carrollton Sun. (Carrollton, La.) 185?-1???, July 14,1860, Image 2 



Beyond Obituaries: Crime Reports 

True Democrat. (Bayou Sara, La.) 1892-1928, October 23, 1909, Image 1 



Beyond Obituaries: Court Proceedings 

Colfax Chronicle. (Colfax, La.) 1877-1981, April 14, 1917, Image 2 



Beyond Obituaries: Marriage Notices 

The Progress. (Shreveport, La.) 1892-1900, February 6, 1897, Image 2 



Beyond Obituaries: Legal Notices 

Colfax Chronicle Extra. (Colfax, La.) 1877-1981, November 9, 1877, Image 1 



Beyond Obituaries: Delinquent Taxpayers 

Colfax Chronicle. (Colfax, La.) 1877-1981, November 12, 1877, Image 1 



Beyond Obituaries: Police Jury Minutes 

Semi-Weekly Natchitoches Times. (Natchitoches, La.) 1865-1868 September 12, 1866, Image 2 



Beyond Obituaries: Epidemics 

Feliciana Sentinel. (St. Francisville, La.) 1877-1892, October 26, 1878, Image 2 



Beyond Obituaries: Fires 

Lafayette Gazette. (Lafayette, La.) 1893-1921, May 11, 1901, Image 1 



Beyond Obituaries: Commercial Advertisements 

Shreveport News. (Shreveport, La.) 1864-1865, June 10, 1865, Image 1 



Beyond Obituaries: Society and Local Items 

Rice Belt Journal. (Welsh, La.) 1900-19??, August 23,1919, Image 3 



Browse Newspapers 



Basic Search 



Advanced Search 



Thank you! 
Athena N. Jackson 

Project Manager - Digitizing Louisiana Newspapers 
LSU Libraries Special Collections 

Hill Memorial Library 

Questions?  
Please contact  

Gina Costello, DLNP Director  

at gcoste1@lsu.edu 

p) 225-578-3686 

 

  
 

 

mailto:gcoste1@lsu.edu

