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ABSTRACT:

T1045, Side A

Introduction; born in New Orleans, Louisiana, on January 13, 1942; mother was Rosa L.
Robinson, mother of seven and custodial worker for McKinley High School; oldest sister, Zam
Bertha Anderson, was a teacher at McKinley; lived in the neighborhood all her life; recalls Peter
Nascker, Charlie Salemi, Streamline Grocery, Chicken Shack, and Kraft’s Grocery Store in the
neighborhood while she was growing up; Dr. Valerian Smith, Dr. Leo Butler, Theodus White’s
Paint Shop, Chicken Shack, and Scott Tailor were located on East Boulevard; her family’s doctor
was Dr. Louis James; she often went to the Chicken Shack and the Butler building to hang out;
went to Butler building after school with classmates for milkshakes and hamburgers; businesses
closed due to the economy or death of the owners, such as Levi’s Barber Shop and Theodus
White’s Paint Store; business high times were the fifties and sixties, while low times were the
seventies and eighties; thinks the community has an increasing problem of drugs and gang
violence; businesses of the past were family oriented compared to today’s faster pace; recalls a
typical day in the neighborhood as kids out in the yards and being comfortable with nothing to
fear; remembers the Chicken Shack as the notable place to eat; lists Percy’s BBQ, Levi’s Barber
Shop, McKinley Theatre, Wick’s Taxi Service as businesses in the community; reflects on
neighbors helping one another and kids being taught by neighbors without hard feels between
neighbors; thinks the community can be brought back if it comes together as Christians; end of
interview.
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