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Tape 4403
Ronnie Banks is introduced; Banks born in Sulphur, Louisiana on February 21, 1954; parents
were Leon Banks and Catherine [Macloud?]; mother was a stay-at-home mom, father was an
industrial plant worker; began preaching in Mossville in 1976; only lived in Mossville for a short
time, but feels a deep connection to the area; owns rent house there; due to integration, did not
attend Mossville High School; attended Mossville community events; graduated from Sulphur
High, then McNeese University in 1976; went on to law school at Howard University
[Washington, D.C.]; describes family’s home when they lived in Mossville, the sense of unity
among the residents, and the pride they took in their community; even though they didn’t have a
government, residents were able to get things done, like construction of community swimming
pool; different entertainment options in Mossville, such as canteens, record hops, dancing,
playing basketball, dating; community leaders in the area, citing Coach LaSalle Williams was a
living legend; positive impact the community of Mossville had on his life, especially in terms of
morality and growing up in the church; left for thirty years, but when he returned, he found the
residents were still nice; end of interview.
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