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[Begin Tape 4485. Begin Session III.] 
 
 

CHELSEA ARSENEAULT:  Ready Kyle? Alrighty. I am here with Ms. Lenoria today. It 

is Friday July tenth. This is our third interview together. Second one in her lovely home. We're 

doing a follow up interview. Just kind of picking up where we left off. Last time you were just 

telling us about the history of Mossville and your family and your role being the first black 

woman working in the plant. And what that was like and everything. I kind of wanted to pick up 

with that a little bit and ask you a little bit more about what it was like working at Olin. 

 

LENORIA AMBROSE:  Olin [chemical company]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Olin. Is it O-L-A-N? 

 

AMBROSE:  O-L-I-N. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  O-L-I-N. 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes, Olin. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [00:41]  Okay. 
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AMBROSE:  Olin Mathieson. It was Olin Mathieson. Which was an alkali plant. Chlor-alkali 

plant. And it came here in 1934. And then it became Olin Corporation. And then we were bought 

out by Arco [Chemical]. And then we went from Arco to Lyondell [Petrochemical Company] 

and part of our plant was bought out by . . . We had a pace plant which was a plant that sold 

chemicals for swimming pools. So somebody bought that part of the plant out, and then another 

part of the plant that had . . . We had a [ RF?] 230 and T101 plant. Those plants were used to 

make the foam that goes in as insulation in refrigerators, and freezers, and cars. The foam that we 

have. And then of course, we made, our main product was urea which was used as a fertilizer. 

Ammonia, nitric acid, we had TDI, which is also used in the foaming industry. Luxate, and of 

course we had other chemicals that were made to make those products.  

[01:53]  So we had products brought into us and we made products to make the product. 

So that was the beginning, and Olin was a . . . When I first started working there, there were 

about I guess eight-hundred people. And as time went on, and as far as the office workers when I 

first started working there, were about sixty some people that was in the union. We were 

unionized. And then there was another thirty or forty people that were nonunion. Like the plant 

manager's secretary. Our chem lab secretary. Those people, they were nonunion. But as time 

went on, in 1992, they started laying off people. If somebody retired, they kind of took over 

more parts of the plant. 

 One time, when I first started working out at Olin, I started off in the warehouses. I'd 

work in the warehouse. And we didn't have Xerox machines during that time. We had manual 

typewriters. It was no computers. That was 1966. We had the . . . I don't know if you . . . You 

were probably too young. Maybe you heard your mom or somebody talk about it, but, we had 

carbon copies. You'd put all these carbon copies between the sheets and type. We had that. And 
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in 1982, we went to computers. Of course we had mimeograph machines. I don't know if you've 

heard anybody talk about that, before we got Xerox machines. And they had to use this chemical 

that they would mix and put it on the little thing as . . . Put the paper in there and run it through. 

Very old timey. So that was before all of that. I was able to get in the mix of all that. But in 1982, 

we went to the computers. And like I said, in 1992 they started trimming down and laying off 

and attrition. When somebody would retire or leave a plant, they wouldn't hire anybody.  

[03:51]  So I started, like I said, in the warehouse, and I went to maintenance, and then  

in 1973 I went to the TDI plant as a production clerk. And at that time, I worked only for RF230 

and T101. Well later on, I had to move to the TDI plant and I had RF230, T101, and Luxate, and 

some of the other plants. Well, by the time I left Olin or Olin closed, I was doing nitric acid 

production, TDI production, TDA production phosgene production. They got rid of all the clerks, 

and I was the only one left doing production work. So I had like five or six plants, and I did all 

their production, all of their inventory control, the shipping, anything that went in and out the 

plant. And we produced, I guess two-hundred-thousand pounds a year. Two-hundred-thousand . . 

. I'm sorry two-hundred something million pounds a year of TDI. 

 So it was a lot of work. Plus I worked for all the guys. Order their materials for them that 

they needed. All the raw materials. I did all of that. So I was working sixteen . . . Twelve to 

sixteen hour days. Seven days a week. And it was just . . . It was brutal. But that was the way 

they cut back on costs, and then in 2006 when the plant shut down, it was costing us more for our 

raw materials. They had a cap set on what they could sell the materials for. So they ended up 

shutting the plant down. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where was it located? 
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AMBROSE:  [05:38]  On I-10 when you go over the I-10 bridge. Right on the left hand side. 

That was, all that was Olin. You'll probably see the production building is still there. And you 

might see something called Chemtura. That was all part of us. It was called Bio Lab at that time. 

And then they had . . . We also produced something called hydrazine, which was used in the 

space industry. It used to fuel the rocket . . . It was a rocket fuel. So that was part of our 

production stream too. I didn't ever have to do that. There was always somebody that did that. 

But we had a lot of chemicals that we made. And of course we had the bad, bad chemical, 

phosgene. I don’t know if you've ever heard of that. We used that in our TDI production. So we 

had a whole bunch of smaller plants that fueled the TDI plant. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it one of the first? Like how long . . .? 

 

AMBROSE:  It was the first chemical plant in the area. But then of course we got Conoco and 

PPG and all the other plants came in after this. Cities Service. But Olin was the first chemical 

plant in the area. Like I said, in 1934. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How did that happen? How did it come to . . .? 

 

AMBROSE:  [06:54]   You know I don't really know. I think they, we were in a good location. 

We had the water, where they could bring barges in. We had the railroad. We had the interstate. 

So at that time it wasn't the interstate, but they had good highways. And I think the thing that 

really sold them was probably the water. Because they could bring ships and barges in to bring 

their produce in that they needed to . . . the raw materials in that they needed. And I guess you 
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know how they do. They have these people that go out hunting for these different plants. And 

they just happen to . . . Because I don't remember anybody ever really saying, when we had some 

of the beginning people come here and talk about Olin. But I knew that we were an ideal place, 

because it was the south, the warm weather. They didn't have to worry about freezing. Chemicals 

freezing and plants freezing. Pipes freezing. And we . . . Our natural resources. We had natural 

gas. Electricity was good. So we had a lot of things that they needed, that made us look good for 

the chemical industry. 

[08:10]   And it thrived for many, many, many years. But then in 2006 we shut down. 

And like I said, we were union. The guys in the field were union. And when I first came into the 

plant, I was union. By the time it was shut down I'd become company . . . salaried. But I was . . . 

I belonged to the OPEIU which is a part of the AFL CIO. Was office and professionals union. 

And I was the first black to have a . . . become secretary or to become on the board. And I was 

able to go to a lot of the conventions that they had, and then, Louisiana became a right to work 

state. And you couldn't get contracts. It was hard to get a contract negotiated. It was just awful.  

Well a lot of people, and I never could understand why they didn't, more people didn't see 

that. But the union people drove what the salary people made. Because they always had to make 

more than us. So whatever we got, they had to raise the salary people in order to keep up. And 

then the salary people were always so against the union, but they didn't realize that we were kind 

of an asset, because as we got raises, they got raises too because they wouldn't let us make more 

money than the salary. You know? It was kind of a . . . Kind of bad in some ways, but good in 

other ways. And it was just good all the way around, because we needed the union, if we didn't 

have the union we'd probably be making two dollars and fifty cents an hour still. Because they 

wouldn't have gone up. They didn't have to.  
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But when I first started working at Olin I was making thirty . . . three dollars and 

something an hour. It was in 1966. And I thought I was rich. Bought our first car, was like 

nineteen-hundred dollars and our second car was thirty-six hundred dollars. Think about what we 

paying for cars now. But in the area, we were making more than the school teachers. So we had a 

. . . It drove our economy. But, and then in 1992, they put a cap on salaries. If you were coming 

in as a union employee you were kind of . . . There was a ceiling. You hit that ceiling and then 

you couldn’t move any further. You couldn't make any more money. So that was a bad thing, 

when they got the right to work and started doing away with the unions.  

But while it lasted, it was really good. People were able to make a good, good salary and 

feed our local economy. We were buying things. Buying homes. Buying cars. And nowadays I 

look at that and I think about that. I say, "If they didn't have that I don't know what our area 

would be like. Because it would kind of be dead." If you didn't have the people working at the 

plants. That was kind of driving the economy of the community. So we have so many plants 

now. We just have gobs of plants. Which is good. Which is a good thing.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [11:31]  Before Olin came, where did people work? 

 

AMBROSE:  Before Olin came . . . A long time ago they had sawmills. In Sulphur, there was a 

sulphur mine. They had farms. They did farm work. They . . . Well my grandfather . . . My 

family . . . My grandfather and his brothers were all carpenters. And so, of course they never had 

a problem finding a job. And then when my uncles came up they . . . some of them went into the 

plants. The plants were here then. But there was still a lot of our people had to leave Louisiana 

and go other places in order to make a living, and in order to make a living that they could live 
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on, and a reasonable living. Because of the wages here were always so low. That's what 

happened to my mother in 1990 . . . 1964 . . . in 1962. I think my first uncle went out to 

California, and opened a carpet company out there. And then, he started sending for my other 

uncles. My mother's other brothers. And they went out there, because they could not make a 

good enough living. They were working in the plants, but they were working not for the plant but 

as contract work for the plant. So their salaries weren't that high. So they left and went to 

California.  

[13:00]  Then in 1970, my mom went out for vacation with my three younger siblings, 

and didn't come back. When she got there they had a house for her. They had a job for her. 

Because she would never have left otherwise, because my grandfather was still here. And of 

course, he was getting older and she didn't want to leave home and you know leave him. But 

they had so many things available for her, and already set up she just felt guilty not staying. And 

then they came here and picked her furniture up and moved her out to California. So she left and 

went on vacation, and that was the end of that. She stayed. And my mother, she was working at 

Holly Hills Nursing Home as a nurse's aide, and the wages were very, very, very low. But she 

went out there, and she like tripled what she was making here.  

So in a way my younger siblings came up out there, and life was a lot different. I mean of 

course you had rent to pay there, and you didn't have rent to pay here. Food costs there was low, 

because they have so many farms in California, and produce and everything was higher . . . low. 

But then the taxes, and property taxes, were astronomically high. So some things were higher 

some things were lower. But the kids got a good education and there was just so much more to 

see out there. And do out there. So she stayed. But she grew up in Mossville, and my whole 

family grew up in Mossville but as they got older, when they were older, then they migrated out 
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to California. And that's the . . . My great-grandfather, his children [Ellison?] Perkins, which was 

Minerva's son, he went out there. His children went out there when they were young, because 

there was nothing for them to do here. So they all migrated to California. So half of our family 

was in California already. Because they could make a good living and they didn't have to 

struggle as hard. Minerva's children. Well his older girls were the first ones that went. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  They're older  . . . Well, his . . . He had two children before he married [Colonia?] 

Braxton. 

 

ARSENAULT:  Oh Okay [ . . .?] 

 

AMBROSE:  [15:29]  He had two children. So those girls went out to California when they got 

of age. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  Then of course the other kids . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What year was that? 

 

AMBROSE:  Oh God. I don't know. It was a long time ago. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Before your mom? 

 

AMBROSE:  [15:43]  Before . . . I'm trying to think. My mother was born in 1928, and it might 

have been after my mom was born. But it was . . . I guess she might have been a teenager when 

they moved. Or younger. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Why'd they move out there? 

 

AMBROSE:  Because times were really hard here. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  In like the 1930s and so? 

 

AMBROSE:  It was hard to find jobs. 1920s . . . I guess the depression. Twenties. Twenty-eight. 

My mother was born in (nineteen) twenty-eight and then twenty-eight my mother said the 

depression. They were still living in the throes of the depression. So a lot of them left here and 

went out there. Because life was a lot better out there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So a lot of people from Mossville went to California? 

 

AMBROSE:  A lot of people. A lot of people. And a lot of families lost family members to 

California. And of course other parts of the country, but I think more went to California than 

anywhere else. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Did they ever come back? 

 

AMBROSE:  [16:44]  No. They died out there. Or their children were all born out there so they 

had no reason to come . . . Some of the young ones . . . My generation went out there, and 

they've come back home. A lot of the people . . . I don't know if you've talked to any, Walter 

Perkins and Gloria Perkins? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  No. 

 

AMBROSE:  They live right down past the church. But they were the first ones  . . . I think they 

might have been the first ones that went out to California when they were young, and then they 

came back home. So we have several that went out and came home. After they retired. But they 

were able to own their own companies out there. You know, they, a lot of them worked for the 

telephone company out there. The ones from San Francisco worked for the . . . I guess it was the 

. . . Was it the city? It might have been the state. On the Golden Gate bridge. I have a half-

brother. My father's . . . My father, when he left from here he went out there, and he worked as a 

bus driver for the rapid transit. And then he has a son who worked as a painter on the Golden 

Gate Bridge. He was a supervisor. So they had different jobs out there. But they just made more 

money. And like I was . . . I don't know if I told you, my dad, when he was here, he was the first 

black to run for police juror. His name was Gradis Braxton, and he was the first black to run for 

police juror. He was running for ward four across the lake. My father had a cleaners, he had a 

grocery store, and he had a furniture store.  
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ARSENEAULT:  In Mossville? 

 

AMBROSE:  [18:28]  In Mossville. Right down past the school. You're familiar with Bel Air? 

Michigan Avenue? Well between where the Sasol property line is there, and Michigan Avenue, 

well his store was in that area. Right there. He had the furniture store, the grocery store, and the 

cleaners. But because of the economy . . . The economy was so poor that people in Mossville 

were, you know, they just made a living barely. Then he left and went to California. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  When was that? 

 

AMBROSE:  He left in . . . Let’s see. I graduated in sixty-four. He must have gone out there in 

the early sixties. In the early sixties. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How long did his store operate? 

 

AMBROSE:  Oh gosh I was young and I don't really remember how many years he had that 

store. I'd have to find out from his sister how many years he had that store, because I don't . . . I 

was young. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you ever go and visit? 

 

AMBROSE:  [19:31]  I would go down there sometimes. Yes. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Did you ever help him out or anything? 

 

AMBROSE:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh. 

 

AMBROSE:  I was too young. No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You were little? 

 

AMBROSE:  And my grandfather wouldn't have liked that anyway. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [19:42]  Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE:  No. He didn't believe in us working. You went to school. You did what you were 

supposed to do in school. You went to church, and that was it. That was our responsibility.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  As children or as a woman? 

 

AMBROSE:  Pardon? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  As a child or as . . . 
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AMBROSE:  As a child. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [19:56] Okay, okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes. Oh that just stayed with you. You got to be an adult you knew what your 

responsibilities were by the time you got to be an adult. But he didn't believe in children 

working. Because he thought if you worked, you didn't have time to do your school work. And 

we had to do well in school, because we had to get an education. They pushed education. And I 

have a . . . I didn't tell you about that the last time you were here. We have a . . . Like I said, on 

my grandfather's side were the Towners. Came from . . . Originally came from the Sugartown, 

DeRidder area. They . . . Their mother walked from Meridian, Mississippi . . . This is during the 

slavery time . . . to DeRidder. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How far is that? 

 

AMBROSE:  Oh my gosh. Meridian, Mississippi? That's further than New Orleans. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh my goodness. 

 

AMBROSE:  [20:52]  Because that's in Mississippi. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She just walked? 
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AMBROSE:  She and her family. Her children. Walked from Meridian, Mississippi to the 

DeRidder area. And slavery hadn’t ended yet, but they met a . . . and I don't know exactly the 

whole story, but I didn't think to ask. But some way they got in touch with the [Kagals?] here in 

Lake Charles and the Kagals here in Lake Charles had a car dealership. The Chevrolet car 

dealership, and he was given my great-great-great grandfather. Great grandfather. Double . . . 

two great great-grandfather. Was given to one of the Kagal girls when she got married. That was 

before slavery ended. And he was six or seven years old. And when slavery ended, she sent him 

back to DeRidder to his dad. To his mama and dad. And they stayed in touch with her. She 

educated my two great-aunts. His children. His daughters. She believed in education. Her name 

was [Forthenia?] Kagal and she believed in education. And one of my great-great-aunts was 

named after her. And she educated them. She sent them to Southern University. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [22:12]  Wow. 

 

AMBROSE:  To be educated. Yes she believed in education. Especially for girls. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

AMBROSE:  Because back then they didn't think girls needed an education. But my great-

great-aunts were educated because of her. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So they stayed with her and he went back to his parents? 
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AMBROSE:  [22:28]  No, no. He went back to his parents. He was still a child. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  But they stayed in touch with her. With the Kagal family. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  They stayed in touch with the Kagal family. And when he got . . . When he 

became an adult and had children, well then she educated his two daughters. And he had several 

children. But she educated . . . She saw that they were educated. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What did he end up . . . I was going to ask you what your grandparents did 

for a living in Mossville? 

 

AMBROSE:  [22:56]  In Mossville? My great-grandfather . . . We were talking about that the 

other day. One of the things that he did . . . He made coal. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Coal? 

 

AMBROSE:  Charcoal. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh. 
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AMBROSE:  Yes. They would burn, I guess cut down trees and he had like a…. I had a picture 

of it and I was wondering. I asked somebody. I said, "What is Grandpa doing?" Because there 

was this huge pit and it was about so deep. And they said, "Well he was burning . . . He was 

making coal." They would burn trees and then they would make the charcoal out of the burnt 

trees. I said, "Well that was. . . That was kind of cool." 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes I didn't know that's how you did that. 

 

AMBROSE:  [23:34]  But then he also worked as a . . . When Chennault [Air Force Base] came 

in, the soldiers at Chennault, they built Maplewood. And I don't know if you've hear of 

Maplewood? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Is that the camp? 

 

AMBROSE:  That's right across Highway 90. It's a subdivision of Sulphur. Well they were 

building homes down there for all these airmen that were coming in. And he worked as a guard 

down there. Because I never knew what he did. As a child you know you never . . . You knew 

that he went to work. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:  Well by the time we go old enough to realize, he wasn't working anymore he was 

retired. Well we never knew what he did. I just knew all about my uncles and my grandfather 
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were all carpenters. And they built homes, and they built beautiful cabinets, and they did all this 

stuff, but grandpa, he was always at home so we didn't know what he did. And I was asking my 

uncle. I said, "Well what did Grandpa do?" I said, "Did he ever work?" Because I said, "I never 

saw him work." He said, "Oh yeah." He said, "He worked." He said, "He made charcoal and then 

he made the . . . And then he worked at the saw mill when the saw mill was here. But the latter 

part of his life, before it was time for him to retire, that's when he worked over as a guard over in 

the Maplewood area." 

 And then Grandpa Perkins, he worked . . . He did farming. He was a farmer. And he 

worked in the saw mills, when they were here. And then of course by the time we got old 

enough, he was already old and he . . . My great-grandfather had a stroke. And he was at home 

during the time that we got old enough to, you know, to realize. So he didn't work anymore. But, 

I knew that he did that by my mother telling me that Grandpa worked. He had a farm and of 

course he worked in the saw mills. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [25:19]  So they were . . . So your father's father was alive when you were 

growing up? 

 

AMBROSE:  My mother's grandfather. My mother's mother's father. My great-grandfather. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  But they were all . . . Both of my great-grandparents were . . . My grandfather on 

my father's side and my mother's mother's side. 
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ARSENEAULT:  They were alive when you were . . .? 

 

AMBROSE:  They were alive when I was growing up. I was grown when . . . On my 

grandfather's side. When his father died, I was an adult. And when my . . . When [Ellison?] died 

I was . . . When he died, I guess I was six or seven years old. Five or six years old. But I 

remember him, because we would visit all the time. But of course I was grown when she died. 

She died in . . .  She was ninety-eight when she passed. But Grandpa had had a stroke. And I'm 

not sure exactly how old . . . How old he was when he died. Let’s see . . . He was born in 1875. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

AMBROSE:  [26:25]  And he died in 1952. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So fifteen plus fifty . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  Seven . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So he was seventy-three? Is that right? Minus two . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  Let's see five from twelve is seven. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Here I can add it on my phone. 
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AMBROSE:  Seven from . . . He was seventy . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: Three? 

 

AMBROSE:  Seventy-seven. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Seventy-seven? 

 

AMBROSE:  [26:53]  Right? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wait so it's . . . 

 

AMBROSE:   1952 and 1875. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So 1952? 

 

AMBROSE:  From 1875. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  1875. Yes seventy-seven. 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes he was seventy-seven and grandma was born in 1881 and she died in 1975. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  1975 minus 1881? 
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AMBROSE:  [27:16]  So she was ninety-four? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Ninety . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  Ninety-four. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:  Ninety-four. Okay so it was Mama [Mamie?] was at ninety-eight when she died. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

AMBROSE:  My grandfather's second wife. She was ninety-eight when she died.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. So what did your grandmother's . . . So your grandparents . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  They were house keepers. They didn't work. They just took care of their homes. 

And my grandmother [Bertie Mae?] which is my mother's mother. The story that I grew up on 

was that when my grandfather left to go to work every morning, he would kiss her bye, and he 

had kind of a guilt trip because the morning . . . The day that she had her stroke, he was in a 

hurry, and he forgot to come in and kiss her goodbye. And the other thing was, he always 

believed that once you left out of the house, don't ever come back because it was bad luck. And 

he had come back for something. And she had a stroke that day. And she died. But they said she 
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would get up in the morning and she would dress. Put her work clothes on to do her house work, 

washing and whatever she was doing. But by the time he was to come home, she'd bathe and put 

her starch and ironed dress on and always had her ear rings in her ear. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [28:44]  So she always looked nice when he came . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  Always looked nice when he got home. And I thought that was so unusual for 

those times. But they said that was the way she was. And my . . . And I remember, I was six 

years old when she died, but she would iron everything. The sheets, the pillow cases, and they 

were . . . the pillow cases were starched and ironed, and the sheets were of course just pressed. 

And the like underwear, my grandfather's pajamas, and his boxer shorts, always pressed. 

Everything was pressed. That was the way . . . And they worked hard back then. I didn't see how 

they go all that energy to do all that stuff, because they didn't have washing machines, and they 

had these big huge pots where they boiled their clothes and kept them white.  

But they did all that and I said, "We have all these conveniences and I don't even want to 

iron it. I put my stuff in the dryer to get the wrinkles out and I'm off." But they ironed. She 

ironed everything. And Grandma Perkins was the same way. She ironed everything. But they 

never . . . They didn't have jobs. They were always at home. And Grandma Towner, she never . . 

.  I don't remember her ever having a job either. She was always at home. I have another book 

with her in it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [30:08]  Did you spend a lot of time with your grandparents? 
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AMBROSE:  Oh Lord yes. Yes. I don't eat figs today because of that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You don't do what now? 

 

AMBROSE:  Eat figs, because my grandfather made us go and pick figs and I didn't think I 

should have picked them because I didn't eat them. And I had to go . . . During the summer. This 

was during the summer. And we'd get up early in the morning. We’d cut . . . Daddy would cut a 

cantaloupe for us, and we'd be eating our cantaloupe going through from Old Spanish Trail over 

to Highway 90. This is the Towners. That’s my grandfather’s parents. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She was beautiful. 

 

AMBROSE:  [30:42] [Irene Viola?] Pots Towner. And David Duff Towner. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What are they dressed up for? 

 

AMBROSE:  Their fiftieth anniversary. In 1950. December of 1950. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He's handsome. 

 

AMBROSE:  So that's my grandfather's parents and these two are my grandmother's parents. 

The others I showed you. [Ellison and Loney?] Perkins. My grandma Perkins was a Braxton. 
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ARSENEAULT:   It's hard to keep all this straight. 

 

AMBROSE:  [31:23]  I know. She was [Loney?] Braxton Perkins. And he was Ellison Perkins. 

And he was part of the . . . His mother was one of the founders, and her grandfather was one of 

the founders. Her grandfather was the first preacher at Mount Zion [Baptist Church]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was . . .? 

 

AMBROSE:  Griffin Braxton. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That was her grandfather? 

 

AMBROSE:  That was her grandfather. So he was one of the first families in Mossville, too. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they ever talk about him? 

 

AMBROSE:  [31:57]  It wasn't part of my . . . He never did say a lot. I know that he was the 

first preacher at Mount Zion and I know that Isom Perkins, his father was one of the first deacons 

at Mount Zion. But I don't know a lot about Griffin Braxton, other than I knew his children. But I 

didn't know a lot about him. And I was trying to find somebody in that family to see if they had 

pictures of him, but I haven’t been able to find anybody that even had a picture of him so that I 

would have something to kind of go on. But I'm still looking, because I'm still working on that 

side of the family, on the history. I was working on all of them before my husband died. But after 
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he passed I just kind of . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  When did he pass? 

 

AMBROSE:  Two thousand five. But I had already started on that because we had our family 

reunion in 2003. So I had a lot of that already done. I was trying to . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was there a grandparent you were closer to? 

 

AMBROSE:  [33:05]  No. We spent about as much time with one as we did the others. I think 

with these . . . With Grandma . . . These here, we probably spent more time . . . Well we saw 

them more often, because they were right across the woods from us. And grandma . . . That 

bunch, they were right down the street from us but it was easier, and we couldn't play on the 

highway or walk on the highway or anything because it was too dangerous. So we saw more of 

them when we were younger. But then as we got older, we spent about as much time with both 

of them.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you have any favorite memories or . . .? 

 

AMBROSE:  Well one of my . . . This is . . . Oh let me just tell you this. This is Ellison’s mama. 

And it was her husband who was one of the first deacons. And she was from the Moss family. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It's a beautiful picture. 
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AMBROSE:  Yes. That's Granny. Her name was Minerva Moss Perkins. So the Mosses and the 

Perkins and the Braxtons were all the first families of Mossville. And of course the Rigmaidens 

and the Ladouxs, but the Perkins and the Mosses were the very first that came and settled in. She 

when my great . . . Her husband Isom he died between nineteen . . . He was part of the 1870 

census, but then the 1880 or 1890 census I can't find him. I think he died. But she homesteaded a 

hundred and sixty-seven acres in 1890. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She did? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes. 

 

ARSENEUALT:  [34:44]  So women could homestead? [phone rings] 

 

AMBROSE:  He was dead. He was dead then. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you need to get that or should we . . .? 

 

AMBROSE:  Nah. I’ll get it.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  So I know that between in the 1890 he had already passed, because she homestead 

it. That much I do know. I'm sorry what were you asking? 
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ARSENEAULT:  Any favorite memories of your grandparents or your great-grandparents 

even? 

 

AMBROSE:  [35:07]  My great-grandparents . . . Well for her, she liked the outside. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Who is this again? 

 

AMBROSE:  The Towners. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay so . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  [Irie Viola?] Potts Towner and David Duff Towner. My grandfather's parents. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Irie and David? Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  [35:26]  She liked the outside. She churned and made her own butter and she 

would . . . Things needed fixing she would fix it. I think that's where my uncles got their 

carpentry skills. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She would fix it? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes. Grandpa worked and cooked. He would cook for the family. Or when we go 

he would cook for us. And she would piddle around outside. She didn't like the inside too much. 
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So that was one of my fond memories of Grandma. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was she doing outside? She was . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  [35:52]  She was just doing all kind of things. Working with her flowers. Tending 

to the animals. Like I said, making her butter. And I don't know . . . And she read her Bible. 

She'd always read her Bible. That was another thing she did. Whenever we'd go to visit she 

would tell us stories from the Bible and read her Bible. She was big on letting you know what 

was in the Bible. But she would just do all kinds of things. If something . . . If a board was loose 

or something needed fixing, she would tap it back . . . She would fix it. You know? It was just     

. . . I don't know. It was just the type person she was. And I guess she was at home all the time, 

so when Grandpa was off working, if there was something that needed to be done, why wait for 

him to come home and do it when she could do it herself? And she was taller than him. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Like my sister and her husband. 

 

AMBROSE:  You're kidding! He was a little short thing. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:  [36:46]  And Grandma was taller than him. And was . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So he cooked. 
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AMBROSE:  He cooked.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of things would he cook? 

 

AMBROSE:   I don't remember. I can't remember anything specific because most of the time 

when we were there we had like lunch or breakfast. But I don't remember . . . I can't remember 

anything really specific that he cooked. But he would do the cooking. And when we were there 

for lunch, well Grandma of course would fix us a sandwich or something like that. Or fix us eggs 

or something like that. But she didn't ever cook a big meal for us. We would eat but it wouldn't 

be . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She was too busy fixing things. 

 

AMBROSE:  [37:27]  Because she was too busy. She was too busy outside doing stuff she 

probably needed to be inside doing . . . And she was very clean. Everything was very, very clean. 

Both my great-grandmothers. You didn't have any clutter. Everything was just very clean. I 

remember that about them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was that just something in the family or is that just a Mossville, like 

tradition? 

 

AMBROSE:  I think it's a family thing. They just believed cleanliness was next to godliness, 

and that's the way they believed. Now they had a small house. They had a . . . it was two 
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bedrooms, a kitchen, and a living room. And Grandma Perkins, they had a huge house that had a 

porch wrapped all the way around the house. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They had more money? 

 

AMBROSE:  [38:23]  I think so. It was never said, but I think so. I think so. I think they had a 

little bit more money. I mean they never suffered. They always had what they needed, you know. 

But I think they had . . . The Perkins were a little bit better off. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Well what . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  They were a different kind of people. The Perkins were more . . . We call them 

stingy. But they held on to every dime. And that side of the family was more giving. You know, 

they were more giving. Love and money and everything else. So there were two . . . Both loving 

and kind and sweet, but they were just two different type families.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  You didn't have a favorite? 

 

AMBROSE:  Did I have a favorite? Not really. They were just both precious to me, and I didn't 

really . . . Some of them . . . Some of my cousins had favorites, but I didn't really have a favorite. 

I love one . . . These are my greats, so I loved them just as much as the other. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [39:35]  I was going to ask you about school and your memories . . . 
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AMBROSE:  About school? We started off in the one room school. Which was down at the rec 

center. Where the rec center is now. There were three buildings on that property. They had the 

cafeteria. They had this big huge building that was off the ground. Huge thing. And there were 

like two or three elementary grades in that one room. But it was a big room. And then there was 

another little . . . They call them shotgun houses down in New Orleans where they have 

everything . . . One of those was where the . . . I guess the junior high sixth seventh and eighth 

graders were.  

[40:27]  And we had Ms. Washington was our principal. And she taught the sixth seventh 

and eighth graders. And then we had Ms. [Bilips?] and Ms. Mitchell. They were the first second 

and third grade, fourth and fifth grade teachers. Then of course that went until we moved to the 

new school in 1955. Then in 1955 of course we had a bunch of teachers. But during that time 

you could only go to the eight grade in Mossville. Then you had to come over to Lake Charles. 

Because my mom went to the . . . She went through her eighth grade, but my mom was real 

smart. And Ms. Washington started teaching my mother high school classes. Like she should 

have been in the ninth and tenth grade, but she finished her eight grade and she started teaching 

her the tenth grade curriculum. And she taught her the eleventh grade curriculum. So she didn't 

transfer over here, but she had the . . . what she would have learned in the high schools she had 

over there. And I don't how many kids she did that to but I know my mother was one of those 

that was taught to the eleventh grade.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [41:43]  Did your grandparents go to school? 

 

AMBROSE:  My great . . . Yes. My great-great-grandparents they were [Irie?] she was 
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educated in the . . . Her mother was a slave and her mother . . . We're trying to find out. We 

haven't found out yet. But her dad was supposedly owned the first restaurant in Lake Charles. 

And we haven't found out who he is or what family he is. We're trying to find that out. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He owned the first restaurant? Or . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  [42:13]  He owned the first restaurant in Lake Charles. And he taught . . . They 

lived in the home with him and when they taught . . . When his kids were taught he taught her. 

They taught her. So she learned to read and write and math, and whatever the other kids learned 

she learned. And they were taught in the home. Grandma Perkins, I don't know where, what 

school she went to, but, that one up there [points to photograph], she also had an education. And 

back during that time, from according to what my grandfather told me, he my grandfather Author 

Towner, he told me that he went to the fifth grade. And I saw a primer. A third grade primer. 

And to this day I'm just so . . . I'm hoping that I'll run across another one that I can purchase. 

Either, I guess a flea market or something. But it was a little blue book. And that third grade 

primer had math, in that book they had decimals. This is third grade. They had their time tables. 

They had fractions. Because I always asked Daddy. I said, "Daddy how do you read? I mean I 

went through high school, a little college and [Suella?]." I said, "How do you guys read the 

ruler?" I mean he could read it to an inch. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He's a carpenter. 

 

AMBROSE:  [43:38]  Yes. And just quick. And I had to sit there and count the little marks. Of 
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course, you could tell the quarter and the half and the three quarter because it was marked 

differently. Well all those other little things you know? And I told him. I said, "How do you guys 

learn that?" He said, "Well that was part of our math. We learned to read rulers." And because 

that was part of, I guess you could say agricultural or learning to be a carpenter, because that was 

what they had to do once they got out of school. And I said, "You know fractions." Because he 

taught us our time tables. He taught us how to do fractions. And he only had a fifth grade 

education. But when I looked at that book, I realized why, because in third grade, they had all 

that stuff we had when we got to fifth and sixth grade. They'd already had it. So that they had a 

whole lot more . . . It took them a shorter time to get, where it took us a longer time.  

[44:38]  So that was one of the things I thought was always very interesting about the 

way they were educated versus the way we were educated. So you could say, "I had only a third 

grade education." But in that third grade education you had like a sixth grade. And they all read. 

And I don't know how many secular books they had, but they all read the Bible. Everybody read 

the Bible. And they read the newspaper, when they got the newspaper. The newspaper started 

coming. Or if they were somewhere where someone had a newspaper, then they would read the 

newspaper if they didn’t have one.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was there a newspaper in Mossville? 

 

AMBROSE:  No. We didn't have a newspaper in Mossville. We had the American Press. And I 

don't know how early people started getting the American Press. I know when I was a teenager, 

we got the American Press delivered to us. Well, I guess maybe junior high we started getting 

the American Press. But I don't know . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  [45:34]  Was there ever a black newspaper? 

 

AMBROSE:  And I'm trying to . . . A what? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  A black newspaper? 

 

AMBROSE:  No. Not that I know of. Not that I know of. And there may have been a paper, a 

newspaper, in Westlake. I'm not sure. Or Sulphur. I'm not sure, because we didn't get one. The 

first one that we got was the American Press. But I don't remember there being a black 

newspaper. We had the radio and TV. That was our main source of . . . Well, earlier than when 

we started getting the American Press. And I don't remember whether they had a . . . And that 

might be something you could talk to Carol [LaFey?] about, because she's older than I am. So 

she may remember something about that. And I was trying to think of . . . And I told you 

something about the churches in Mossville. We had Mount Zion. We had a church called The 

Morning Star, which was a Methodist church. And then we had Philadelphia, which was a 

church of God and Christ. And we had the, Reverend Clofus’s church. I don't remember what it 

was called. I don't think it was called Deliverance then. And then we had the Pasadena Baptist 

Church. Did I missed one?  I think those were the only . . . those were the only churches in 

Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was everyone religious? 

 

AMBROSE:  [47:07]  Yes. Very. Very religious. Well, when you think about back during those 
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times, the church was the hub of the community. Whatever church you belonged to. That was the 

hub of the community. And the churches . . . You didn't have to be Methodist. They visited each 

other's churches. When something would happen, the Baptist would be in the Methodist church 

or the Sanctified church. You would have . . . They kind of meshed together. So they were very 

important. Very important. Very, very, very important. Because that's where most of you got 

together on Sundays, and that's when they heard all the news of what was happening in 

Mossville, or through the other churches, and that was where they kind of got all their news for 

the week. What was going on. So that . . . It was very important. Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What if someone didn't go to church? Did that ever happen? 

 

AMBROSE:  [48:03]  I guess they just didn't go to church. I don't think they tarred and 

feathered them or anything. I don't know. My family just always went to church, so I don't know. 

And then we had the Catholics, who had to go to church either . . . I think most of those went to 

Westlake. To Saint John Bosco. And then there may have been some in Sulphur. There was one . 

. . There was a Catholic Church in Sulphur that I know a lot of the blacks went to. That was right 

on the main drag. I don't know what that street is called now. But, so a lot of the Catholics went 

to Sulphur or Westlake. We didn't have the Catholic Church in Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How many Catholic families lived in Mossville? 

 

AMBROSE:  [48:46]  Oh gosh I don't know. I know the LaTours were Catholic, the Guillorys 

were Catholic, the [Singletons?] were Catholic, the [Carriers?] were Catholic, the Richards were 
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Catholic, the [Gradneys?] were Catholic. I'm just trying to go down the road, for the different 

homes. Those are the ones that I remember. Those are the ones that I remember were Catholic. 

And they probably had some others, but my family, they were all Baptist. And then we had some 

Methodists. But for the most part our family was . . . And we all belonged to Mount Zion. It was 

the family church. And then, did I tell you that we also had a motel in Mossville? Had a motel on 

Evergreen Road, around the corner . . . Well the Remberts had a grocery store and a filling 

station around the corner of Evergreen and Old Spanish Trail. And right behind that, they had a 

little motel. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was it called? 

 

AMBROSE:  The Remberts. That was their name. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It was the name of the motel as well? 

 

AMBROSE:  It was the name of the family that owned it. 

 

ARSENEUALT:  [50:09]  The Rembers? 

 

AMBROSE:  The Remberts. R-E-M-B-E-R-T. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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AMBROSE:  That was the Remberts. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Alright. 

 

AMBROSE:  [50:14]  And they owned the grocery store, the hotel, and the service station. That 

was the first service station in Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What year was that? 

 

AMBROSE:  Oh God that was before . . . I was a little girl. So I don't know when it started. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:  But I was a . . . I guess almost a teenager. And when they passed away, well then 

the station was sold, or I don't know what happened to it. I guess torn down. Because they . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember the name or the motel? 

 

AMBROSE:  [50:45]  I don't know that it had a name. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Just called it motel? 

 

AMBROSE:  We just always said, “The Rembert's”. I don't know. I don't know if it had a name. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:  I have to ask somebody. I don't think it did. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Who would stay in it? 

 

AMBROSE:  [50:56]  I guess people coming through Mossville. I don't know if any plant 

workers stayed there. I really don't know who all stayed there. I'll have to ask my aunt, because 

she would know. I don't know. We just know it was a motel. It had like, I don't even know how 

many rooms it had. Maybe four or five rooms. And I guess people who were coming in from 

plant workers, because during that time we had a lot of people who lived in Opelousas, down 

East Sunset, Eunice and that area. They worked here, at the plants. And they worked 

construction. So maybe some of those people. I don't know. I was young, I don't even think about 

it. I didn't even think about who stayed there. But we had it.  

And then we had another service station that was down by the school. There were two. 

Two service stations down there. I don't know who owned one of them, but I know one was 

owned by old [Reece?] Thomas. He had a body shop. Car repair shop. And he had a service 

station. Then one right down across from Michigan Avenue on Old Spanish Trail, there was one 

there. But I don't know what family owned it. And then down right off of Prater Road, across 

from the Mossville Tabernacle, on that corner, there was a service station there. It was like a 

Seven Eleven that the Rosses had. And there was a service station there. But, I think those were 

the only service stations that we had. And they didn't last. The Rosses' didn't last long. In fact, he 

was one of the deacons in our church, and he could no longer be a member of our church because 
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he sold alcohol in his service station. So that . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was that the only place you could get alcohol? 

 

AMBROSE:  [52:51]  He sold like beer. I don't think he sold anything else. We didn't have a 

liquor store. They would have to go somewhere else to get liquor. Or go to the club, because we 

had The Paradise. Then, back behind the school, we had The Cowboy Inn. And then we had Joy 

Hill, which is on the corner of Trousdale Road and the Old Spanish Trail. And then we had Low 

Top Inn. So they had all these clubs, and behind the Low Top Inn they had a baseball field where 

they had, what you would consider amateur, semi-pro, or . . . But it was a big thing, baseball, 

back during the time when I was a little girl. That was one of the biggest pastimes that they had. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it local? Who played baseball? 

 

AMBROSE:  Local. Lake Charles, Westlake, Sulphur. They would play against DeQuincy. 

Whoever had a baseball team in this area they would play against them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What year? Do you remember? 

 

AMBROSE:  [53:59]  Gosh I guess in the fifties. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it integrated? 
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AMBROSE:  No. Segregated. Segregated. Had to be in the fifties. I think by the time I 

graduated from high school, I don't think they were back there. The old man might have been 

dead by that time, and the club was closed. Because I remember by the time I graduated, I don't 

think Joy Hill was existing. They had another place called Swamp House. That was another club 

they had. But we had several clubs. They didn't have to go far to get a drink if they wanted a 

drink. It wasn't dry. Wasn't dry at all. But I remember the baseball because I remember on 

Sundays is when I remember, when I was a little girl, going back there to watch the guys play. 

And it would be a lot of people, from all around that would come back there. Bleachers, and 

there was a movie on TV that made me remember. It brought my memories back. It was . . . I'm 

trying to think of what the name of it . . . Was it Field of Dreams? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Is that about base . . . Is that with Kevin Costner? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes it was a long time ago.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:  Where they had the baseball? But the only thing we just had ours was all black, 

but it made me think about that. And I was trying to remember if they played baseball suits. I 

guess they must have. I can't remember, whether they had the actual baseball suits or not. But . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [55:37]  Did the team have a name? 
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AMBROSE:  I don't remember any names. Because I was young. I guess went to eat and play 

while the game was going on. Because I remember watching the game. I just remember we were 

there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They sold concessions? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes. Like I said it was behind the club. Of course we couldn't go in the club but 

they had food on the grounds. Sodas. Get sodas and popcorn balls and hotdogs and that kind of 

thing. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Sounds fun. 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes, It was. It was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did anybody go pro? Did any of the players . . .? 

 

AMBROSE:  [56:20]  Not that I know of. I understand that there was a [Satchel Paige?] from 

DeQuincy. He was one of the, in the Negro league. And that was the only one I remember 

anyone talking about from this area. And then there may have been some others, but I don't 

remember any. Only remember him from this area going pro. And I had a cousin who, he 

graduated from Grambling, and he was going pro. His name was Richard Lee. And the year that 

he was going to go pro, they had the big strike. The football league strike. And he came home 

and he didn't go back. He decided he wouldn't be bothered with it. But he had been drafted to the 
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pros. But that's the way it goes sometimes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So with all those clubs in the town and everything was there ever any like 

crime or trouble? 

 

AMBROSE:  You know I was telling you the last time. We didn't have a lot of crime. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Right. 

 

AMBROSE:  [57:32]  We didn't even have keys for our doors. 

 

ARSENEAULT:     Right. You said there was no petty crime but the more you learn about it 

. . .? 

 

AMBROSE:  Well back before I was born, I understand that there was some crime in 

Mossville. There was a killing. Well, yes. I know one person was killed. Her husband killed her. 

But that was the only thing. That was the only one that I . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you know who it was? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes it was my . . . It was her sister's daughter. Grandma Perkins. Her sister's 

daughter. And her husband just kind of went crazy and . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  [58:10]  And he just . . .? 

 

AMBROSE:  And snapped and I don't know. We were never . . . Of course we were young. We 

were never told what happened, but he just kind of lost his mind and he killed her. And that was 

really the only one that I can remember right off. And then there . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That's the only killing? 

 

AMBROSE:  There was a young boy. Well he was a grown man but I went to school with him. 

He killed his mother and himself. And if you had known him, you would never in a million years 

believe that he could have done something like that. In fact, nobody seems to have ever been 

able to figure out why. What made him . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did he leave a note or anything? 

 

AMBROSE:  . . . do something . . . No. Smart, a good musician, and he lived in Bel Air. His 

name was Timothy O'Neil. That was a shocker for the whole community, because of course I 

was grown and living here, but just to have that happen it was just . . . And he was an only child. 

He was his mother's only child. So we don't know if maybe she was sick or he was sick, or you 

just never know. You just never know what goes through somebody's mind for them to do 

something so radical. But I was trying . . . And then, well, I think about it again. Before . . . I 

don't know if I was born. I was very young.  

There was another killing. It was at a club. It was inside the club. He was a Moss. They 
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killed . . . The Moss killed a Harry [Mouton?]. And then, I had a cousin who was killed. He was . 

. . Mistaken identity. Someone killed him, taking him for somebody else. And I think that was in 

a club too. But now that I'm thinking about it I guess there . . . Well those were one on one 

crimes. But that . . . And those were all when I was young. But during the time as a teenager 

growing up, I don't remember anybody . . . I don't remember anybody doing anything like that at 

the Paradise or in any other clubs. Those were all back in the early fifties, sixties, something like 

that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:00:46]  What about your great-grandparents? Did they ever do any 

bootlegging or moonshine? 

 

AMBROSE:  Oh no. They were too religious for that. And if they did, we didn't know about it. 

We never heard anything about it, but I don't know. I'm almost sure they didn't. I'm almost sure 

they didn't. Probably knew somebody who did, because we never had alcohol. At Christmas time 

my great-grandmother [Lonnie?] she always had a little in her China cabinet. She always had a 

little bottle of Mogen David. And after we got to be teenagers she would put us in a little wine 

glass . . . She'd put us a little drop of Mogen David. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Is that wine? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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AMBROSE:  [1:01:33]  And then fill it up with Seven Up. So that was as close as we came to 

alcohol. But in our home we didn't have any alcohol. Nope. Like I said, a little wine and I think 

that's why Grandma lived . . . In fact I know, because my doctor told me that I should drink a 

glass of wine every evening after dinner. And I just haven't found one that I could stomach. But 

my husband's aunt who lived down in New Orleans. She would drink after . . . Whenever we 

would go there, to New Orleans to visit her, whenever we got through with lunch or dinner or 

whatever, she would bring out her little glasses. Her little wine glasses and pour us all a little 

glass of Mogen David. And she was a hundred and two when she passed. So, I guess maybe is 

said for a little bit of wine don't hurt anybody. And Grandma always had her little bit of wine. 

She'd drink a little bitty glass of wine. So I guess she was doing that . . . I don't know if she had 

high cholesterol or her doctor told her that she need to do it, but she always had a little wine. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:02:44]  I know they say it's good for . ..  The antioxidants are supposed 

to be good for you. 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes exactly. That's what he told me. Because I have high cholesterol and he told 

me if I drink a little wine, and then I found out if you drink red or white it don't matter. Either 

one. It doesn't matter which one you have. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you grandparents ever tell you any ghost stories or anything like that? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:03:07]  Oh Lord that was one of our favorite pastimes. We loved that. I 

remember in the evening, late in the evening we would all sit out in the yard. And that was a big 
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thing when I was growing up. Sitting in the yard. We were always in the yard, and I remember 

before they started getting Avon's . . . What is that stuff Avon was selling? Skin So Soft? Well, 

they would make a fire in a tub or a bucket or something, and they would put these old wool 

coats or anything wool that would make a smoke, and that would keep the mosquitoes away. So 

we would sit outside with that, and they would tell us ghost stories.  

And I remember, before I get to the ghost story, Ellison Perkins and his brothers, they all 

lived in that little area in Mossville. Kind of close to each other. And they would walk each other 

home. When one would visit the other, they'd walk each other home. And they said one night 

two of them . . . One . . . Grandpa was walking one of the other ones home and when he got 

about half way there he said, “Well”, he said, “Okay I'll walk you back halfway. I'll walk you 

back a little ways”. And they walked and talked until it was daylight. All night long they were 

just walking and talking. They never did make it home.  

[1:04:35]  But they would tell us ghost stories about a long time ago and they would tell 

us that people who had money, and they didn't believe in banks, they would hide their money. Or 

they would kill an animal and bury the animal with the money. And I guess when they wanted it, 

then they would go get their money. But some of them died with the money still buried. And 

they would have people who would swear . . . In fact, one of my grandfathers, Arthur Towner’s 

sister's yard, right across the street from the Mossville Tabernacle, in the corner of her fence, 

money was supposedly buried there. And they said one night, they heard this noise, like 

somebody digging with a shovel. And they went out there, and one of the ladies from down the 

street was out there digging. Because she was trying to find the money. And one of the stories is, 

if the money wasn't for you, or I guess somebody in your family, well then these ghosts would 

attack you. And we would just sit there and we would be all in awe thinking about that.  
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[1:05:46]  You know that stuff wasn't true though. But that was what they would tell us 

anyways. That was some of the things they would tell us. Or they would tell us, well of course 

you know about the story of Evergreen Road and the sycamore tree. And they had some . . . And 

I don't know why we weren't afraid to go through the woods, because if you had gone, and I 

wouldn't even try to go through there now, but if you’d leave from my house on Old Spanish 

Trail and go straight through the woods to Highway 90, you would go through, there was a piece 

in there that was pitch black. The only thing you could see was the opening at the other end 

where the daylight came in. But it was just black, black, black. The mud, the dirt, there was no 

grass, because grass couldn't grow in there.  

And I don't know how we didn’t . . .  How we weren't afraid to even walk through there. 

Or how we weren't afraid that we would walk on a snake or . . . But we never thought about 

things like that. Just never thought about it. And I guess if we believed in the ghost I guess we 

wouldn't have done it. Because that would have kept us out of there. But it was just dark, dark, 

dark in there. And they had these like palmetto plants in there. It looked prehistoric. Like you 

watch these dinosaur things on TV? That’s what it looked like in there. Yes, but we had lots of 

ghost stories. Lots of ghost stories. Back during the time that I grew up they said that people 

were born with veils on their face. It was sometime of skin that was over their face when they 

were born. These were the people who were supposedly the ones who see ghosts and tell you 

things in the future. We never believed in anything like that. We just listened to the stories, but 

we didn't grow up believing anything like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:07:28]  Was your family too religious or something? 
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AMBROSE:  I guess so. I don't know. They just . . . They didn't teach us superstitions. The only 

superstition my grandfather had was when you leave out, don't come back. Don't turn around and 

come back. Because he had done that when my grandmother had her stroke. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They didn't have any other ones? 

 

AMBROSE:  Of course we had somebody told us not to ever go under a ladder. But common 

sense would tell you if you went under a ladder something might fall on you. You know but that 

was . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Common sense. 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes, I mean. But that was a superstition. But my grandfather never did. We just 

didn't . . . We heard about other people having superstitions but . . . Oh the other one we had . . . 

My grandfather had, there wasn't a superstition it was just an old saying. Don't ever go to bed 

mad. Whatever you do, make up before you go to bed. Which was common sense too. Because 

something could happen to you during the night and you have this guilt feeling. That you weren't 

able to tell somebody that you love them or something like that. But those we only . . . Only two 

things I remember. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They didn't have any other sayings? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:08:38]  I'm trying to think of some of the other things that I heard as child. I 
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guess we were fortunate. We didn't have a lot of crazy stuff around us. Because I heard there are 

a lot of people, that they believed in Voodoo. That kind of stuff. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  People in Mossville did? 

 

AMBROSE:  From what I understand there were some families. I don't know who they are. 

Can't tell you who they are, but I've heard that there were some that did believe in stuff like that. 

But that was something that we never, were never taught. There was . . . You just hear about it 

but you know it was something you weren't taught to go and see somebody to tell if . . . The only 

other thing that . . . And I guess it wasn't really a superstition or anything, but I remember people 

would use home remedies a long time ago. They would use . . . They would cross two matches 

on the top of your head if you had a nose bleed, and it would actually stop it. They would put 

cobwebs on cuts to stop the blood. It would actually stop it. They would . . . There was a root 

that they would get out of the woods when kids were teething, and they would not be worrisome 

with the teething. They did that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of root was it? Do you remember? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:10:08] I think it was called a sassafras. But they did that. They would actually 

go in the woods and get this. I don't remember if that stump grows anymore. I don't see people 

with it. And I remember when I was a little girl, seeing little babies with dimes on their necks. 

That was for teething too. That was supposed to help with the teething. So there were a lot of 

remedies. Old time remedies that they were . . . They would use. Now my grandmother . . . My 
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mother's mother, [Verdy?] Towner, she could remove warts. Don't ask me how she did it. I only 

found that out since I've been grown. I have one of my great-aunts tell me that she had a wart on 

her foot. Or mole on her foot. And my grandmother prayed for her, and it stopped. And there's 

another thing in our family. There . . . My great-grandmother, [Irie?], she could stop bleeding. 

Now how she did it, I don't know. But she had to . . . When . . . Before Grandma died, she passed 

it down to my cousin. Her grandson. So I don't know if it's . . . And he has to pass it down. He 

can stop bleeding. And I didn't know that, until one of my cousins told me that. We were talking 

about things in the family. He said, "Well you know Grammy could stop bleeding." I said, "Do 

what?" 

 

ARSENEAULT:  In herself or for others? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:11:36]  For other people. For other people. And I said, "What did she do?" He 

said, "I don't know what she did." He said, "But before she died she passed it on to Wilford and 

told Wilford he had to find somebody in the family to pass it on to." I don't know if this is just 

through prayer. People that pray for you. Pray certain prayers. I don't know how it worked. So 

Wilford has that, he can do it. So now before he passes on, he has to pass it to somebody. And I 

don't know if it's a woman has to pass it to a guy and a guy has to pass it to another female. I 

don't know how, if it words like that or what. But that was one of the things in our family. And 

then John [Israel?] Towner, his father [ Duff’s?] father, he was a seer. And he used tea leaves. 

And people would lose things and they would come to him to find them. How that happened I 

don't know. 
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ARSENEAULT:  How did he get that talent? That skill? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:12:39] I don't know. It was just born with it. I don't think he was ever taught it. 

Because his mom and dad died when he was young. And how he found out that he could do stuff 

like that? I don't know that either, because he died in thirty-seven I think. So I don't . . . I never 

knew him. And my mom never said how he got that. He's the one that's on the front of the page. 

Toward the front. His picture. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He was a seer? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes. He was half Cherokee Indian and half black. But how he found that out . . . 

And I guess I need to ask my grandfather has one cousin, first cousin, that's still living. And I 

don't know if she'd remember or not, but she was reared in his house with him. And I need to ask 

her how . . . If he ever talked about that. Most times when older people had stuff like that, they 

didn’t talk about it. It wasn't something that you talked about. I don't know. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He read tea leaves? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:13:52]  Tea leaves. He said whenever . . . My aunt . . . My cousin said that 

whenever somebody would come and want that done, and she said when she was little, she didn't 

really know, she said as she got to be a grown woman, she realized what he was doing. But some 

. . . Somebody would come for him to . . . When they lost something. He would tell her to go put 

the pot of tea on. And she said she just went and did it. But now she . . . And then he said . . . She 
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said, she would serve them their tea and then she'd go on out to play. Because you didn't stay 

around grown folks when grown folks were talking. And she'd go on out to play. But she said 

now she realizes what it was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He was looking at the leaves? And the leaves would tell him? 

 

AMBROSE:  I guess when they . . . He drinks them. I don't know if he had to drink the tea and 

saw the leaves or if he could just look at the leaves through the tea. I don't know, because he was 

dead long before I was born so I don't know how he . . . how he did it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have any other like healers in your family? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:14:56]  I was trying to think if we had any others. And I don't . . . You know 

they weren't . . . They weren't the kind where you had people coming to them all the time, or they 

would charge for it or anything. It's just if they knew that you had the problem, or if you call 

them, like somebody if somebody like grandma with her kids or grandkids, if somebody called 

her and tell her that somebody cut themselves and was bleeding, couldn't stop the bleeding or 

hurt themselves and couldn’t stop the bleeding, well then she would take care of it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She would just pray for them? 

 

AMBROSE:        Yes. But it wasn't like you know how some people charge money and . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  Yes. Were there any of those in Mossville? 

 

AMBROSE:  Not that I remember. And if there were we were too young to know. Nobody . . . 

You know, we didn't know anything about it. But I don't remember anybody in Mossville. And 

like I said I don't remember anybody who fooled with Voodoo. They had some here in Lake 

Charles, but I don't remember anybody in Mossville. And the only way you knew them in Lake 

Charles because they would have like things on their house. You know like maybe a . . . I don't 

know. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:16:20]  A symbol or something? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes things . . . Or things written on a board or something where you could . . . 

Those that charge money. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh okay.  

 

AMBROSE:  And then I think . . .  But I never knew any. I didn't know them personally. We 

just passing you could see it. But I don't know of anybody in Mossville. I told my sister she 

should have come and been with me because she might have remembered something. But stuff 

like that I don't think she would have remembered either. Because we never talked about . . . 

Stuff like that wasn't ever talked about in the family. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Is she your older sister? 
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AMBROSE:  [1:16:53]  No she's younger than me. But she was bad. So she got around a little 

bit more than I did. So she was mischievous. Let’s say it like that. But no, I don't know of 

anybody in Mossville that . . . And I had a cousin tell me one time. In fact, this has been in recent 

years before the plant shut down. That there was somebody in Mossville but she was . . . I said, 

"Well who?" He said, "I can't tell you." She said, "Because they might know." I said, "How are 

they going to know you telling me who they are?" She said, "I don't know." So then I found out 

that she believed in that kind of stuff. Because now why not tell me? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  A spirit is going to tell them or something? 

 

AMBROSE:  I don't know. I hadn't figured that out yet. I said, "You and I are sitting here 

talking." 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:  If I'm not afraid to hear who it is why should you be afraid to tell me? I just . . . 

But she never would tell me so I don't know. Till this day. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:17:53]  What was that person supposed to be doing? 

 

AMBROSE:  I don't know I guess he told fortunes and . . . I don't really know because she 

never would tell me. She just told me that. I said, "Well now you going to tell me that much and 

then don't tell me the rest and you know I'm wanting to know." But I don't know. She never did 
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tell me. So I guess somebody else will have to tell me one of these days. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think we already talked about like medical treatment and stuff when y'all 

were younger? Like where you went for medical treatment? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes Doctor Fellows. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  We talked about that already? 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:18:25]  Yes.  

 

AMBROSE:  And we had the Sulphur hospital. And Doctor Fellows. I told you he would make 

house calls? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:  And of course we had some of the people that lived here would go to a Doctor 

Ross who was a black doctor, here in Lake Charles. Doctor Ross and Doctor Martin. There were 

two black doctors here that some of the people would see. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think we got that already. We talked about church. Did I ask you about 
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who made decisions in your family? Did we talk about that? 

 

AMBROSE:  My mother and my grandfather. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:19:02]  Okay.  

 

AMBROSE:  We didn't talk about that, but my mother and my grandfather. And I think in most 

families, the mothers were the disciplinarians. In my family. The moms always took care of the 

whipping. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes was it just whippings usually or . . . ? 

 

AMBROSE:  And we didn't get put in the corner. We got spankings. And I don't think it hurt 

anybody. And my sister told my mom. She said, "Well I guess I need to go and call them on 

you." Now she's grown and married. But she said, "Because you were . . ." What did she tell her? 

"Because you abused me."  

 

ARSENEAULT:  She's telling your mom that? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:19:41]  Yes, but I think she caught more whippings than any of the rest of us. 

Because she was always doing something she didn't have any business . . . But they didn't spare 

the rod. And it didn't hurt any of us. In fact, I think we were all the better for it.  
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ARSENEAULT:  And like who made the decision about like finances and who got like . . ? 

 

AMBROSE:  My mother and my grandfather. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Y'all lived in the same house together? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:20:15]  In the same house. With my grandfather. And my mother took . . . In 

fact, I guess my mother made most of the decisions about the household because my grandfather 

just kind of handed everything over to her to . . . Because my . . . When my grandmother died 

[Berty May?] we . . . She had . . . My mother had a little sister, who was six years old. So when 

my grandmother died, well then my mother just . . . She was reared with us. She just took over 

the rearing of her. And my grandfather was there, but my mother was her mama too, you know. 

So my grandfather, he never . . . We knew what the rules and regulations were, that he had, and 

we knew what he felt about it so we just followed. We knew what to do. But then if we ever got 

out of hand, well then my mother would take care of us. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of like values did they instill in you? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:21:14]  Oh my God. Honesty. They believed if you lie you'll steal if you'll steal 
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you'll kill. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  If you what now? 

 

AMBROSE:  If you lie you'll steal. If you steal you'll kill. They believed in the Ten 

Commandments. They believed that . . . They believed in humility. That you should be humble 

and not think that you were more than anybody else. You might have been smarter, but there was 

always somebody smarter than you. And my mother was a big stickler on “pretty is as pretty 

does.” You could be pretty, pretty but you could be so ugly inside. And she never wanted us to 

be that way. And my mother taught us. She taught us morals. She taught us how to treat other 

people.  

 [1:22:05]  She taught us how we were supposed to be ladies. That we were never to go 

around with no slip. That was a big thing. And when my mom died, my little cousin got up and 

said that. She said, "Oh gosh." She said, "My [ . . .?] if she knew that I didn't have a slip on 

because I don't . . ." She was getting ready to go show something for her school. And she got all 

dressed and was all cute and didn't have a slip on. My mother just [read her beads?]. So she 

taught us how we were supposed to dress. How we were supposed to be dignified. Prim and 

proper. So that's what she taught us. And we had everything that we needed. We didn't have an 

abundance of anything, but we had everything that we needed. And whenever we needed 

something, she saw that we got it. That was for church or school. We participated in all 

activities. There was nothing that we weren't allowed or she told us no we couldn’t do. I was Ms. 

Mossville, and my mom got what I needed. And I remember that I was always heavy busted and 

she had to go to [Muller’s?]. There was a department store here. My evening gown had to be 
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altered. Yes that's . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did she make it for you? 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:23:32]  No, she bought it there. It was a wedding dress, and she had them alter 

it. Had the sleeves cut out of it. I don't have . . . I had a picture of it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I would love to see that picture. 

 

AMBROSE:  I don't know where it is. I thought it was in that book there but . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It's not? Is it in here or . . .? No? 

 

AMBROSE:  And when I went to California I had a cousin who lived in Long Beach and we 

went to his restaurant. And he called his restaurant Seven-Oh-Six-Six-Three. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I remember you telling me that. 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:24:00] And my picture was in there on the wall. And he had all this Mossville 

memorabilia. All over the place. And I said, "Oh my God I want to steal it back." 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 
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AMBROSE:  My sister had given it to him. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh maybe she can send you . . . Maybe you can . . . 

 

AMBROSE:  I think I have one here I'll have to look for it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. Love to see that. Do you know what time? Okay. Do you want to talk 

a little bit more and then we can kind of wrap it up? I know it's getting kind of late. 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:24:26]  If you have some other questions? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I do. I might have to do another one. Is that okay?  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  We can do another one. I'm available. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  I'll make myself available. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Then I think that's a good . . . 
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AMBROSE:  And I'm going to try to have everything done for the next one. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:24:41]  Oh it's not a rush. 

 

AMBROSE:  I'm going to try and have you . . . Have your picture copies made. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:  Of everybody. And I'm going to have them labeled. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. I mean that would be great. But I mean I don't want you to have to 

go through any . . .  

 

AMBROSE:  So you'll know who they are. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. Well thank you so much for talking with us again. 

 

AMBROSE:  Well you're welcome. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It's so great. 

 

AMBROSE:  You're welcome. 
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[1:24:58]  

[End Tape 4485. End Session III.]  
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