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[Begin Tape 4427. Begin Session I.] 
 
 
DOUGLAS MUNGIN: Alright. So today is March twenty-seventh, 2015. And I’m 

Douglas Mungin representing the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU Libraries. 

We were working in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu Museum, with Bill Shearman, to 

document the history of Mossville, Louisiana. And to kick that off, we are holding our second 

Mossville Oral History Day here at the Rigmaiden Recreation Center on Old Spanish Trail. I’m 

here today with John Bernard. Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed. This is going to be a 

short interview, about fifteen to twenty minutes. And we will likely be in touch with you later to 

set up a much longer interview. 

 

JOHN BERNARD: Right. 

 

MUNGIN:  If you’re interested in continuing on. So could you please state your full name? 

 

BERNARD:  [00:47] John Bernard. 

 

MUNGIN:  And when were you born? 

 

BERNARD: I was born in 1931, in Lafayette. 
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MUNGIN: What part of Lafayette? 

 

BERNARD: Lafayette Parish. It was in the country, on the farm. 

 

MUNGIN: And what are your parents’ names? 

 

BERNARD: [Arod?] Bernard. My mama name was [Geramine Moiseus?], family name, you 

know. Yeah. 

 

MUNGIN: [1:13]  And your grandparents’ names? 

 

BERNARD: Oh. My grandmother was [Ellie?] Mercier. Yeah. And Joe Mercier, my 

grandfather. 

 

MUNGIN: And is that your mom’s side or your dad’s? 

 

BERNARD: On my mama’s side. 

 

MUNGIN: What about your dad’s side? 

 

BERNARD: Oh, no, I don't know the history of that from my daddy’s side. 

 

MUNGIN: And is that a French name? Is that— 
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BERNARD: Yeah. All French. 

 

MUNGIN: Okay. And were they French? 

 

BERNARD: They were from around Lafayette Parish. 

 

MUNGIN: What is your earliest memory of Mossville? 

 

BERNARD: [1:52]  Oh, I forgot what year that I came down here. It was way back when. Old 

Spanish Trail was just a one-way highway. When I meet another car, one of them had to get off. 

[Laughs] Way back then. I’ve been here over sixty-some years. And I forgot what year it was. 

But anyway, I raised all my kid right here, nine kids.  [Unclear] nine kids, me and my wife, they 

all live, put them through school and everything. They all doing real good.  

 

MUNGIN: So what did Mossville look like when you came here? So were you a teenager? 

 

BERNARD: There were very few houses. This used to be, the schoolhouse used to be right in 

the front of my house here. The schoolhouse, that was a two-story building. One teacher. One 

teacher. And it did have like a water trough, the kids go wash their hands and face and things 

right there in the yard. One teacher. And the teacher name was Ms. Lemelle. I don't know her 

real name. Ms. Lemelle. And I bought this place here just passing through here. I bought two lot. 

And after that I was living in Houston. I was just passing through here. I got a job at Conoco. 

And I worked there until I retired. 
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MUNGIN: What was your job at Conoco? 

 

BERNARD: Huh? 

 

MUNGIN: What was your job at Conoco? 

 

BERNARD: [unclear] Yeah. 

 

MUNGIN: Okay. So you were just driving through here and just decided to buy a house? 

 

BERNARD: No. I got a job here. 

 

MUNGIN: [3:36]  Okay. 

 

BERNARD: I got a job out here. My brother-in-law was working there, he said they were 

hiring. I went to see them. They hired me right off the bat. And I worked at it five years in the 

Conoco oil refinery. Really love it. 

 

MUNGIN: So what did Mossville look like when you first moved here? 

 

BERNARD: It was so small, man, you could have count the house they had out here! They had 

cattle running all around here! They had, them woods was all clean. You could walk from one 
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end to the other, clean. Them cows was loose and they keep that grass down. And after that they 

did, [unclear] those cows and just everything started growing up. Oh, yeah. 

 

MUNGIN: [4:22]  And so when did it start to build up? 

 

BERNARD: Oh, after that, every year people started building. People started migrating here, 

working in the plants and what not. And that’s when all of this started growing. 

 

MUNGIN: And what year did you move here? 

 

BERNARD: Oh, I forgot what year. My memory’s kind of weak. [laughs]  

 

MUNGIN: So where did you, so you lived in Lafayette growing up? 

 

BERNARD: It was in the country. It was on the farm, out there in the country.  

 

MUNGIN: [4:55]  And how was life like in Lafayette at that time? 

 

BERNARD: Oh, it was great. It was on the farm. We was a big family. We were twelve of us 

on the farm. Raised cotton, corn, sweet potatoes, everything right there. We didn’t go to the store 

and buy anything. We raised everything we wanted. Chicken, hog. Geese. Ducks. [laughs] You 

didn’t have to go to the store for nothing. 
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MUNGIN: So when you moved to Mossville, how was the house, the property that you 

bought? 

 

BERNARD: It didn’t have no house at all. It was just wood area. And I clean it up. And finally 

after a couple of years, that’s when I decide to build. I started building and I built a big house 

right there. It’s a three-bedroom, four-bedroom, big living room, big kitchen, dining room.  

 

MUNGIN: And how many kids do you have? 

 

BERNARD: Nine. Six girls and three boys. [break] They’re doing real good. Never did give 

me no trouble for nothing. 

 

MUNGIN: [6:15]  And they were all raised in Mossville. 

 

BERNARD: All raise in our, bunch of kid in the neighborhood, they thought my house was a 

recreation center. [laughs] They all come at my house. I bought me a big van. And on the 

weekend, we’d go out of town. Them kids, “Can we go? Can we?” They’d bring so many of 

them. I’d say, “Well, I got a load. I can’t bring no more.” [laughs]. Boy, they loved to go in the 

country. Have fun. That’s one of them right them right there on the porch. Edward Julia used to 

come out there. Her and her sister. Yeah. I had a twin brother, too. He was crazy about my twin 

brother. [laughs] Yeah. But everything worked really nice. Yeah. 

 

MUNGIN: And so were there a lot of kids just kind of running through the area? 
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BERNARD: A lot of kids come, yeah. Yeah [unclear] come up. They used to have a bunch of 

people [unclear] then that Conoco bought them out. And after Conoco bought them out, here 

come Sasol bought Mossville here.  

 

MUNGIN: [7:31]  And how long ago was that? 

 

BERNARD: Huh? 

 

MUNGIN: How long ago was it when Conoco bought people out? 

 

BERNARD: It was about ten years, about ten years ago, Conoco bought all Bel Air.  

 

MUNGIN: And so your house was a pretty big house. So did you guys have like a garden or 

livestock there? 

 

BERNARD: What? 

 

MUNGIN: In your house? At your house? 

 

BERNARD: No. 

 

MUNGIN: No garden? 
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BERNARD: Uh uh. 

 

MUNGIN: No livestock? 

 

BERNARD: No. 

 

MUNGIN: So where did you guys shop? 

 

BERNARD: Huh? 

 

MUNGIN: Where did you guys get your food from? 

 

BERNARD: Oh, the Market Basket in West Lake or Sulphur.  

 

MUNGIN: And what school did your kids go to? 

 

BERNARD: [8:13]  Mossville School. Mossville School and West Lake High. Yeah. I’ve got 

one of my daughters, she’s an x-ray technician. Now she live, she retired from Saint Pat, worked 

twenty-some odd years, 25 years, at that Saint Pat. And she retired from that and went to work in 

Houston. Now she running three hospitals in Houston. Cancer hospital and three hospitals, 

[unclear] other name.  
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MUNGIN: So when you first moved to Mossville, who were some of the community leaders 

in this area? I know you were saying it was kind of small. 

 

BERNARD: They had one old man, his name was Josh Rigmaiden. He was like a little mayor 

around here. Everybody go to him for everything. And he used to have a little store right out in 

front of his house. Everybody used to go to him to buy different things. Very few cars, you see 

car here in Mossville when I moved down here. Yeah, they didn’t have much cars, nobody didn’t 

have no cars. Yup. They was logging some trees, cutting some trees, [poke?] wood. They were 

[poke?] wood. Right along that [unclear] they was loading up [poke?] wood. That would have 

been a long time ago. [laughs]  

 

MUNGIN: [9:45]  And so as Mossville continued to grow, who were some of the folks that 

kind of became leaders of this community? 

 

BERNARD: They, a few of them came after that. After he died, there was some Moss. Dallas 

Moss. And see if I can think of his name. Ellis Moss and Jim Rigmaiden. Is that his name was 

Jack Rigmaiden. They was all born and raised around here, and they native from here. From way 

back. They was all staying right there in Mossville. They grew up, some of them left and 

everything. And people die. Very few of them left. I’m probably the oldest one left here in 

Mossville now. I’ll be 55 next month. So thank God for that. Getting around. 

 

MUNGIN: So a lot of the people that we’ve been interviewing have been born in Mossville. 

You’re kind of one of the few folks that— 
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BERNARD: I migrate over here. 

 

MUNGIN: Who has actually migrated here and has been here longer than they’ve been.  

 

BERNARD: Yeah. 

 

MUNGIN: [11:04]  So could you talk a little bit about how you viewed this community when 

you first got here, compared to like, you know, being a person who’s been in the community for 

a long time. 

 

BERNARD: Well, I come through here, [like I said?] good job and work at the plant. And at 

[unclear] time that wasn’t playing that much, but I see there was a steady job, so. And I’ve been 

working then until I retire. And keep on going. When I first went there, I wasn’t making but 

$1.75 an hour. And when I left there I was making 24, 27 dollars an hour. I was getting top pay. 

More than some of them guys were working operation, I had the seniority. So they come along 

and made an offer all those had enough time to retire, go ahead on and retire. I was only 55 years 

old when I retired. But I had enough time to retire. I said well, I might as well go. So far, I’ve 

stayed here. [laughs]  

 

MUNGIN: So could you talk a little bit about some of the places that have kind of come and 

gone in Mossville-- 

 

BERNARD: Yeah. 
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MUNGIN: --since the time that you first got here till now.  

 

BERNARD: [12:22]  Oh, yeah, my brother-in-law would stay right there on Prater Street. He’d 

be at a big club, he’d run that for twenty-some odd years. My brother-in-law and my sister. They 

run that club for a long time. And now he got Alzheimer’s. He don’t know nothing no more. My 

sister passed. Yeah, he was in business with vacuum truck over at Conoco. He had some vacuum 

truck. Him and, his brother had some dump truck, too. Had some vacuum truck. Hydro blasting, 

working in the plant. We made it.  

 

MUNGIN: Were there other buildings like that were important in this— 

 

BERNARD: Not Moss – no. Mossville was just small. And they opened a subdivision out there 

at Queensboro. And it still right there now. And they buying the people out, people just living 

out here. I wish I knew what I knew today. I could have bought all Mossville. When I first come 

I see in Mossville, the property was selling at 100 dollars an acre. A hundred dollars an acre. But 

everybody didn’t have that hundred dollars. [laughs] I bought two lot, it was a few years after. 

My brother-in-law, when he bought there, well he had, guess what he paid. He bought two lots. 

Two hundred dollars. And he was cutting [pokewood?]. Yeah. With a crosscut saw. You know 

one you—yeah, that’s what he was cutting wood with. Him and his brother. It’s just one of them 

things, just normal, normal life. 

 

MUNGIN: [14:19] And how much are those lots going for now? 
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BERNARD: Huh? 

 

MUNGIN: How much are the lots going for now? 

 

BERNARD: Oh, shoot. It’s up in the thousands and thousands. Oh, yeah. One lot pay right 

close to ten thousand dollars for. Like Conoco made us an offer. Then [unclear] made me offers 

here, I had four rent houses. And I sold it with my house. Looked like to me I could have had 

more than that, because that’s five house all together I’m selling as a package. And I had a little 

over an acre of land. I’ve been having rent house all over 30, 40 years. And discontinued now. I 

ain’t got no more income coming in now. I wish, I’m getting to where I want to give it up 

anyway. So I retired from that. (laughs)  Yeah, but I love it out there in Moss Bluff. I live out 

there now, in Gateway.  

 

MUNGIN: So were there any important families in this area that kind of like really helped 

build up Mossville from where it was as a tiny town to kind of where it was, eventually? 

 

BERNARD: Oh, yeah. But see the people, when they move like that, they build them houses. 

But all [some of them?] been out here, they didn’t improve nothing on it. No. And they had the 

chance. They was born and raised right here, but there wasn’t progress on them. And then the 

people started moving in. That’s when they started building houses and growing. But I’m 

[unclear] in Mossville. And been at the recreation [unclear] all the children come along here. It 

was really have nice time, people enjoyed us there. Had a lot of people out here. But they 

moving out.  
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MUNGIN: [16:50]  So I got a couple more questions for you. What does home mean to you? 

 

BERNARD: It mean a whole lot. When you raised your family there, stayed there over 60-

some odd years. That mean a whole lot. [unclear] house, say I’m glad I’m moving out. I raised 

my children here and everything. Well, I had a chance to sell it, and I sold it. And of course 

nobody else wouldn’t give me that, what I got for it. Anyhow, it was put on the market to sell. So 

I’m satisfied. 

 

MUNGIN: What does community mean to you? 

 

BERNARD: It mean a whole lot. But nice history. Like my wife, [Camille daughter?], did, 

look at that. She [cried?] save up for whatever house, it’s gone now. I built the house myself, 

from the ground on up. [unclear] It took me three months to build it, but we built it myself, and a 

carpenter. Yeah. We didn’t have no contractor or nothing.  

 

MUNGIN: And so how does your wife feel about the move? 

 

BERNARD: Well, she like it. She wanted to get out of here, the way things going now. And all 

that traffic and things like that, she might as well move on out. And you can, we found another 

nice place over there. We like it. 

 

MUNGIN: [18:16]  How has the community in Mossville changed? 
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BERNARD: How— 

 

MUNGIN: Has it changed? And if so, how? 

 

BERNARD: Because everybody moving out. It’s not people just, they [unclear] everybody 

moving out that some of them don’t want to move. So that’s the history here, you know. But to 

me, I rather move than stay in the, next to the plant. I know what it is the plant can do. Blow it 

off man, blow your head off. (laughs) Hope not.  

 

MUNGIN: Last question. What’s the most important thing you want people to remember 

about Mossville? 

 

BERNARD: Mossville was a nice community. People sticking together and everything. Real 

great. Everybody get along real good. And it was a nice community out here. And they had a lot 

of people out there. People used to come play ball right in front here. [unclear] had a great town. 

Yeah, every time they have something, they be right here. Headed right here. Really nice. In the 

summertime, they had that swimming pool. They had so much people out there having fun and 

everything with not a, and nobody go in there. If they got it open, but ain’t no more kids.  

 

MUNGIN: All right. So our time is up. On behalf of the center and on the museum, we 

appreciate your contribution today. 

 

BERNARD: Thank you. Thank you. 
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MUNGIN: Do you have anything that you want to add in closing that I haven’t asked or you 

haven’t said so far? 

 

BERNARD: No, not really. I’m going to have my daughter to come meet you all whenever you 

come back. She can tell you a whole lot of things, my children.  

 

[20:23] 

[End Tape 4427. End Session I.] 
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