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[Begin Tape 4524.  Begin Session II.] 
 
 
GEORGE BRAXTON: What’s the day today? 

 

STEPHANIE DRAGOON: September ninth.  

 

VELMA CARHEEL: [00:36]  How long have you all been here and not eating boudin? 

[Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: [Laughs] About two years. 

 

REBECCA COOPER: Two years? Almost three now. 

 

CARHEEL: That’s not bad. Good, real good. [Laughs] Most people, that’s the first thing they 

want to try when they get here. 

 

COOPER: [00:53]  When we first moved here, we both ate seafood, though, so we had like 

shrimp every day. 

 

DRAGOON: Po’boys, shrimp po’boys. 
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CARHEEL: Oh, yeah. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: Catfish. 

 

COOPER: Cajun seafood. This one that’s like right around the corner from our house. 

 

DRAGOON: It’s so good. We miss it.  

 

COOPER: [01:11]  Now I get a po’boy with French fries in it and I pretend it’s shrimp. I just 

close my eyes and pretend. [Laughs]  

 

CARHEEL: So what’s in it? 

 

COOPER: French fries, cheese . . . it’s fully dressed. Everything’s the same, but I just put 

French fries instead of shrimp. 

 

CARHEEL: Really? [Laughs]  

 

COOPER: It’s not the same. 

 

DRAGOON:  Well some places do like grill or fried like vegetables instead. 

 

CARHEEL: Yeah. Okay.  
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DRAGOON:  I like to start with my little spiel, and then we’ll go into some questions. You 

going to start over? [01:47]  Okay. Today is September ninth, 2015. We’re at the home of Velma 

Carheel in Westlake, Louisiana. I’m Stephanie Dragoon with the T. Harry Williams Center for 

Oral History with LSU [Louisiana State University] Libraries. I’m here today with Mr. George 

Braxton and Ms. Velma Carheel to talk about memories of Mossville, Louisiana, as part of a 

project conducted in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu Museum to document the history of 

Mossville. Thank you so much for your time. This is our second session together. The first one 

was about a month ago. We’re just going to continue with some questions about your family 

history and was wondering when your family moved here. When did your family move here? 

 

BRAXTON:   Well . . .  

 

DRAGOON: Or to Mossville? 

 

BRAXTON: [02:36]  The earliest that I’m aware of is the mid-1800s. As a point of reference, 

like I said, my great-grandfather started Mount Zion Baptist Church in Mossville in 1866. 

Exactly how long before that, I’m not quite sure, except to say that I discovered the records 

where he was on the . . . This is my grandfather on my father’s side of the family. He was a slave 

on the manifest of the Orleans coming into the port of New Orleans [Louisiana] in 1840 . . . so 

somewhere between 1840 and 1866. 

 

DRAGOON: And how did you find that information? 
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BRAXTON: [03:47]  I do ancestry research. 

 

DRAGOON: Okay. Do you know how he found Mossville? 

 

BRAXTON: No. That’s what I’m trying to fill in the blanks between the 1840 and 1866. In 

fact, I’m actually fixing to go and do some research in Virginia before 1840 on that end. In fact, I 

planned to be gone about this week, roughly . . . so real quick, I’m going. So that, I don't know. 

Now on my mother’s side of the family, her family moved to Mossville, I believe, around the 

1930 timeframe or so, somewhere in that area. My mother was born in 1916 and I recall her 

saying that some of her younger sisters and brothers were born at the time when they moved. She 

remembered a move.  

 

DRAGOON: And where did she move from? 

 

BRAXTON: Sugartown, up near Deridder, Louisiana. So it was probably somewhere in the 

‘30s . . . I mean, 1916 . . . in the ‘20s or the ‘30s.  

 

DRAGOON: Did she ever say why they moved? 

 

BRAXTON: [05:40]  No. I really don’t know. I do know that in 1896, they had an eighty-acre 

land grant up in that area. His father, my grandfather on my mother’s side . . . my great-

grandfather on my mother’s side had a land grant up there. He passed in the ‘30s. I think at some 

point after that is when they moved down here. 
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DRAGOON: Did she move with family members? 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

DRAGOON: Did she move with family members? 

 

BRAXTON: The whole family moved. 

 

DRAGOON: The whole family. 

 

BRAXTON: [06:26]  The whole family moved. In fact, I recall her saying it took over two 

weeks to move . . . and that’s only like fifty, sixty miles. That was a big move back in them days 

. . . by horse and buggy. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: Wow. Let’s see. Did anyone in your family serve in the military? 

 

BRAXTON: None of my grandparents served. But I have a whole host of uncles on both sides 

of the family that served in the military from World War I, World War II, and the Korean 

Conflict, as well as the latter, the Vietnam conflict as well. Some of my daddy’s brothers served 

in the military in World War I. I know at least several of my uncles did on my father’s side: 

Rogers Braxton and Melvin Braxton. On my mother’s side, Frederick Towner, for sure, and 

possibly some others . . . a whole host of other relatives, cousins and such.  
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DRAGOON: Do you know what branch of service they were in? 

 

BRAXTON: [08:28]  I think it was all army. That’s my recollection. 

 

DRAGOON: Did they ever talk about their experiences in the army with you? 

 

BRAXTON: Never did. Never did.  

 

DRAGOON: Were there stories that your uncles talked about, like World War II, around the 

family . . . like family stories? 

 

BRAXTON: [08:57]  No. Only one, and it really was not about the war itself. It was just a 

story that . . . about forty years ago that my father’s brother told me about, when they went to . . . 

it was either to enlist or to sign up to be on the draft roll. Both of them were born in the latter 

1800s at the time they signed up for World War I. They were at some gathering point where all 

the people were gathering to signed up. The uncle that’s telling me the story was the youngest of 

the two, Melvin, and he was with his brother, Rogers. Rogers was sort of a timid fellow, even 

though he was the biggest and the oldest. Some guys kept picking up on him . . . picking at him, 

and he just, the younger one just couldn’t stand it no more. They wasn’t picking at the younger 

one, they was picking at the older one. He said he just couldn’t stand it no more, and he 

commenced to whip about three of them. [Laughs] And his brother just kind of stood by and 

watched the action. That was just his nature. He just was passive in that way. 
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DRAGOON: And that was your uncle? 

 

BRAXTON: [10:32]  That was my uncle Melvin telling me the story about . . . and he told me 

the story to tell me how reactive he was in his younger days to things, and how he had changed 

over time. That was his whole point in telling me the story. 

 

DRAGOON: And now he’s more laid back? [Laughs]  

 

BRAXTON: Yeah, he died in 1982.  

 

DRAGOON: Oh, yeah. When he told you the story. 

 

BRAXTON: [10:57]  But he had mellowed extremely. He was married. He was actually a very 

gentle person, a very gentle person. I remember in 1982 I was visiting him and he was in his 

mid-eighties and he was married. His wife was much, much taller than him. I remember she 

came and called us in for lunch one day. She had this big spread on the table of . . . I’ll never 

forget it. It was cabbage, and meatloaf, and a host of vegetables. It was like total of like three 

meats or so. She always . . . Just for the two of them, she fixed these huge meals. When he went 

in, he glanced at the table and he said, “Baby, that sure smell good.” As he was kind of just 

walking by at the narrow walkway between the table and something else, he turned and he 

tiptoed and he kissed her, and then he slapped her on the butt. [Laughs] I say, “Go, Uncle!” 

[Laughs]  That was him. That’s the way. 
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DRAGOON: [12:24]  Okay. So I’m going to backtrack a little bit. Last time we talked about 

your father’s business. I was just wondering, could you tell me a little bit more about the garbage 

collection business and how he came to start it, and who it served . . .  the route, I guess? 

 

BRAXTON: Exactly how he got started, I’m not absolutely sure. But I’m sure that you know, 

he probably started picking up from a couple of places by some happenstance and it just 

continued to grow until he had basically the garbage collection business for the area that we now 

call Maplewood and Hollywood. And we kept that business basically till the latter ‘60s, when it 

became incorporated into the city of Sulphur [Louisiana] for the most part. After the time that 

my father had passed, my mother had continued operating it. That’s kind of the sum story of it, I 

believe. 

 

DRAGOON: [13:52]  What was the reception to your mother taking over the business? 

 

BRAXTON: Hostile, in a sense. Even though the business being what it was, women in the 

mid-60s, 1963, you didn’t see women with businesses, particularly black women, and 

particularly a business that catered to a wide area of the public like that. There were a lot of 

attempts to try to take the business . . . take customers and such by various people.  She went 

through the process of getting a franchise for those areas. It was a tough business to maintain. 

Finally, I can’t say exactly what the reason was, but it was a combination of things—the city 

incorporating parts of the area and everything that just made it a business that just didn’t work 

anymore at that point. 
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DRAGOON: [15:35]  And you said that was in the ‘60s? 

 

BRAXTON: That was starting when my father died in 1963.  

 

DRAGOON: Oh, when he died. 

 

BRAXTON: That’s when she took over. 

 

DRAGOON: Okay. So she had it for a handful of years? 

 

BRAXTON: [15:46]  I’m sorry? 

 

DRAGOON: Was she operating it for a few years? 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah. After his death. 

 

DRAGOON: I see. 

 

BRAXTON: Before his death. It was after he passed, it became much more formalized. She 

had bookkeepers, and went through all the various legal things . . . a business license and blah, 

blah, blah. It was much more formalized than the way he operated it. In fact, I still have all the 

checkbooks and stuff, the various things that she used checks for. For the most part, when my 

father operated it, for I can’t say exactly how many years he did, but it was before I was born. He 
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had relatives working for him: a brother and a first cousin. Robert Braxton, a brother, was one of 

the last ones that worked for him, and a cousin named Tolbert. It was a whole host of other 

people, actually from the Mossville area, that from time to time worked for her. In fact, I talked 

with several people recently that had worked for her, that were guys about seven, eight years 

older than me at that point in time, they started working for her, after my father passed on.  

 

DRAGOON: What did they say about working for her? 

 

BRAXTON: [17:27]  Actually, they spoke very highly of that. But the job, you have to 

understand, the job was not a great job, collecting garbage back in them days. You actually, at 

the end of the day, you had garbage all over you. You smelled like garbage. One day . . . In fact, 

the guy that I last talked to, he worked one day. [Laughs] I was basically raised up with him. 

They used to take . . . they used to have the old metal garbage cans and they would take a full 

garbage can that had been sitting for a week, ripe, and they would dump it into a number three 

washtub. I don't know if you know what that is. It’s a tub about that tall and about that big 

around and that’s the tubs that, basically, people, they call it a washtub. People used to wash 

clothes in it . . . used to take a bath in it. That’s the tubs that we bathed in when we was kids. We 

didn’t have a bathtub as such. And they would dump those into . . .  those garbage cans into those 

tubs. Then they would hoist it up on their shoulder and they would hold one handle and they 

would . . .  the side of the truck was above their head, so they would dump it over the side. This 

guy in particular, his name’s Joe [Morrow?], was telling me about when he did that. One time he 

was working that day with one of my uncles and some of the liquid and the maggots came down 
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his arm. That was very typical. And he said . . .  my uncle told him, he said, “Oh, you get used to 

it.” [Laughs] But that was his last day. That was Joe’s last day on the job. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: His first and last. [Laughs]  

 

BRAXTON: [19:27]  First and last. But others worked for long, long periods of time. That was 

just Joe’s reaction to his experience. Others just dealt with it. When I was a kid, before my father 

died, I used to go to work with him sometimes. That was quite an experience. The 

neighborhoods that we . . . In fact, the entire one hundred percent of the client list, none of that 

was in Mossville. That was all outside of Mossville, and it was all totally one hundred percent 

white communities. We used to stop at various places. That’s my biggest memory is some of the 

places we stopped at to eat lunch.  We would stop . . . and I pass by this place all the time to this 

day where we used to stop at under an oak tree and we would buy chocolate milk and a honey 

bun . . . sardines and crackers, with something they called all-sausage. Y’all probably never 

heard of it. It’s sausage in a can and it’s packed in pure oil, like vegetable oil. It was terrible. 

[Laughs] It was terrible! [Laughs] We used to buy salami and bologna and bread and liverwurst. 

You know what liverwurst is? We would buy liverwurst. Liverwurst was like a liver pate with a 

fat ring around it. So I had those experiences. That’s stuff I didn’t eat at home, so eating that out 

on the road was quite an experience.  

[21:54]  Then, every once in a while— see, this was still during the time of segregation, 

so to speak—there was one café that was on Highway 90 that we would go to every once in a 

while and buy hamburgers. It was basically kind of right next to the Mossville community, this 

place. It wasn’t in Mossville, but it was right on . . . kind of on the line where it was located at, 
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and buy hamburgers, cheeseburgers. This was basically a white establishment, so we used to go 

to the back. We had to go to the back, and there was a back room that was . . . the décor was 

quite different from the front of the place. I recall that I used to sit in there and they had a 

swinging door that went from where we were at to the front. The front was well-lit with red and 

white checkered tablecloths, and it was windows, so it was very, very bright. The room we were 

in had no windows and it had a screen door, and no air conditioning. There was air conditioning 

in the front. It had one ceiling fan and a light hanging by a wire from the ceiling. And it had one 

or two tables in there that was just mismatched pieces like they was left over from somewhere. 

But the hamburgers were great. I mean, there was no . . . I think about the hamburgers to this 

day. 

[23:45]  I recall . . . see, I was somewhat younger than ten years old, I can’t say exactly, 

at that time because I was ten when my father died. But I recall that when the people would go 

back and forth between the swinging door that separated the front of the place from the back of . 

. . the white side from the black side, that you would feel that rush of cool air conditioned air 

would roll through the room. I used to . . . I never did give it much thought then about what it 

was like to be eating on the other side, but I was very aware that there was a big difference in the 

two sides. So that was one of the experiences that I had with him and operating that business and 

everything.  

[24:41]  It was very . . . the business was a labor-intensive business, even to the point of 

once they ended their day, they would haul the trash to a dump, and they had like public dumps, 

and pull it all off the truck by tying a rope to a tree stump or something and then drive it off. 

They had boards that would actually . . . that was in the truck before it was loaded that would 

pull the trash off because that was prior to . . . They really didn't have garbage trucks as such 
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around here like we have now, all automated and so forth. For some reasons at periods of time, 

he would dump on property that was our property. He would dump this stuff and you could 

imagine, day after day of huge truckloads, a lot of trash. So in hauling this garbage, he also 

hauled more than garbage. It was like other trash: old leftover furniture, washing machines, and 

all kind of various metal stuff that he also saved to try to reclaim the metals and stuff from it to 

sell, like copper, brass, aluminum, steel, and so forth. So that was kind of an offshoot of just the 

collection business to make the whole thing work was to reclaim some of this stuff and sell it. I 

can remember even selling . . . we used to go sell mattress, the cotton. See, cotton mattresses 

used to be made of just cotton. We would sell the cotton. We would sell newspapers . . . collect 

them . . . magazines. Everything had a recycle value to a great extent. I came up experiencing 

that during that time. So that was kind of an overview of what that business was like. 

  

DRAGOON: [27:14]  I just want to go back a little bit about your experience in the café. How 

did your father talk to you about the two . . .  

 

BRAXTON: I don’t . . .  I mean, he may have, but I don’t recall that. That’s why I say I was 

aware that there was a difference. But as I grew up, my parents never, ever taught me to 

discriminate. Never. Actually, it was quite the opposite. My personal experience was the 

opposite from a lot of people. There were a lot of people, white people, that were . . .  that helped 

my family before and after my father’s death. One of the things I recall that was not a typical 

thing in that day, and especially Mossville, if your experience was Mossville, Mossville was a 

completely totally black community. I recall when my father died, his funeral, I remember I was 
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like impressed, surprised, highly aware there were so many white people at his funeral. So I don't 

know if that kind of answered your question or not. 

  

DRAGOON: [28:48]  And those are people from the neighborhoods he was operating his 

business in? 

 

BRAXTON: What, at his funeral? 

 

DRAGOON: Yes. 

 

BRAXTON: [28:58]  Yeah, yeah. The people that he associated with in his business life and 

personal life, to some extent, I guess. I can remember that there were several members of the 

ministry that were there that were white. I kind of remember them because we had contact with 

them for some period after my father’s death. [phone rings] 

 

CARHEEL: Your ringer’s on? 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

CARHEEL: Your ringer’s on? 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 
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CARHEEL: Your ringer is on? 

 

BRAXTON: No. My phone will ring for certain things even if the ringer is off. I have it set that 

way. 

 

DRAGOON: [29:52]  And you also mentioned that your mother was met with some hostility 

when she took over the business? 

 

BRAXTON: Yes. 

 

DRAGOON: I was wondering if you could talk a little bit more about that. 

 

BRAXTON: [30:05]  Well basically, I think it was simply because she was a woman and she 

was seen as being, I guess, weak, vulnerable, in the sense that . . . and there was nothing 

protecting the area of the business, that areas that she had in at the time to start with. And kind of 

that’s what her franchise was all about. That’s why I mentioned earlier that after my father died, 

soon began a pursuit to get a franchise to protect the area from encroachment by other people . . . 

just [canvasing?] is kind of like, no difference than businesses today. I mean, they have Popeye’s 

[Louisiana Kitchen] and they have Church’s and they have Kentucky Fried, and they all trying to 

get your business in one way or another through advertising. Of course, this was a service 

business. So it was . . . There were people that we knew from my own community that, in those 

days, doing odd jobs and such was a way of life for a lot of people. Some of them that was doing 

very similar odd jobs, they tried to capitalize on the fact that my father had passed and it was this 
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area out there where he had this business and they may be able to pick up some of it. It’s just that 

simple.  

 

DRAGOON: [32:11]  How did life change for your family after your father passed? 

 

BRAXTON: Oh, it was rough. My mother didn’t work prior to my father’s death, so he was the 

sole breadwinner. So after he passed, between trying to maintain the business and trying to draw 

Social Security from his prior work life, that’s how we made it. It was some rough times there in 

terms of things like . . .  did not have electricity for a while, but there was some . . . even though 

there were some good things that happened. We got, afterwards, before my father died, we had a 

deep water well, but we had no indoor plumbing. We got indoor plumbing and we got bathroom 

plumbing in the bathroom. We had plumbing like with the kitchen and we had hot water. We had 

washing machines. But we did get indoor plumbing. In the bathroom, that was a big, big deal. 

 

DRAGOON: What year was that, do you think? 

 

BRAXTON: [34:00]  It was in the latter ‘60s, around 1966 or thereabouts. But the thing was, 

that even though we had periods where we didn’t have electricity, and we had commodities was 

a big thing that a lot of people received in those days. 

 

DRAGOON: What was that? 
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BRAXTON: Commodities. It was a food, government-sponsored food supplements: canned 

beef, canned pork, cheeses, rice . . . a lot of staple items like that. We used to get that, but 

through all of that, that was no sad times in my life. It was all very happy and joyful. Even 

without electricity, I can remember the nights, you know, that we spent with kerosene lamps and 

such doing homework and everything. My mother always made it feel comfortable. There never 

was a bad experience. I’m sure that as an adult, she had her stresses, but it didn’t come to us. 

And we ate very well. Food was a thing that I looked forward to. We used to raise a garden. 

Particularly, my mother and I would plant strawberries and peppers and pole beans . . . just 

greens . . . a whole lot of things we would raise in the garden. It just kind of . . .  it wasn’t really a 

garden that the family could survive on, but it supplemented other things that we had to eat. 

 

DRAGOON: [36:17]  Did you ever share your produce with other families? 

 

BRAXTON: No. Not really. It wasn’t that big. 

 

DRAGOON: And you tended the garden with your mother together? 

 

BRAXTON: Oh, yeah. Absolutely. 

 

DRAGOON: Did you have any plants for medicinal uses? 
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BRAXTON: Yeah. That was a common thing that people would . . . my mother used to like 

plant mint by the front porch all the time. We used to do like do things like many times we made 

pine straw tea. 

 

DRAGOON: What’s that? 

 

BRAXTON: You know what a pine tree is? 

 

DRAGOON: Yes. 

  

BRAXTON: [37:06]  You would take those green straws off a pine tree, just wash them like 

you would wash greens or something. Then you would take them, put them in a pot of boiling 

water, and you would boil them. After you boil it, the piney flavor would saturate the water. At 

that point, you would treat it more or less like lemonade. It looked like lemonade. And you 

would pour the juice off in a glass. You could drink it hot or you could drink it cold, put sugar in 

it or maybe squeeze the lemon. I made some here a while back just for the heck of it, so the kids 

could taste it. They also . . .  What was popular back at the time was turpentine, which was also 

made from a pine tree. That was commercially produced. We used to take turpentine with 

various things. I can remember one time we had this old wringer type washing machine, which 

you all probably haven’t seen before. It’s the open-top machine. It’s got an agitator in it. But all 

it do is wash and then you would have to take the clothes out of the water and put them through a 

crank wringer to wring them. Then, after you had them all wrung through the wringer, partially 
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removing the water, after you had them all out, then you get the water out and then you put the 

clothes back in and you put fresh water in to rinse them. That was a step aboard a washboard. 

 

CARHEEL: It was fun, though. 

 

BRAXTON: [38:57]  But anyway, we had one of those machines, and it would shake a lot and 

there were some shelves over it. And they had a glass, I’ll never forget, it was a green, about the 

color of that can, green, dark green flower pot that was sitting on the shelf and it fell and it hit 

my foot. I was barefooted. It cut my toe. I still have a scar across the first joint of my big toe. It 

cut me. I remember blood was [skeeting?] up. I assume I probably hollered a little, responded 

some kind of way. But they came back there to see what was wrong with me. They sit me down 

on the porch and they reach up with a stick and grabbed spider webs. It was spider webs 

everywhere back then. They wrapped the spider webs around the cut and then they put turpentine 

on it to keep it from getting infected and everything and it healed up. But we used to take 

turpentine orally as well for different things. You put a little turpentine in a teaspoon on a little 

sugar . . . maybe put a squeeze of lemon on it . . . all about disguising the taste of it. And you 

would do the same thing with castor oil. There were other . . .  herbs and stuff that was . . . lots of 

them, that was used to treat various things. 

 

CARHEEL: Sassafras. 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 
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CARHEEL: Sassafras. 

 

BRAXTON: Yes. Well, sassafras is . . .  

 

CARHEEL: Polypore 

 

BRAXTON: [40:44]  Polypore tea. People would take polypore tea to clean them out. Polypore 

is made from . . . it’s actually a fungus that grows on oak trees, actually, and would boil it the 

same way to extract the medicinal stuff from it. Sassafras, huh? 

 

DRAGOON: Sorry, it’s called . . . What is it? 

 

BRAXTON: Polypore 

 

DRAGOON: Polypore? Polypore? 

 

BRAXTON: My cousin was just, about a month or so ago, saying, “Man, I need to buy myself 

some polypore.” And he was talking about where to get it from. 

 

CARHEEL: LCB is full of it in the front. 

 

BRAXTON: Oh yeah, a lot of places. 
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DRAGOON: What is that? 

 

CARHEEL: LCB School. 

 

BRAXTON: [41:22]  I’m surprised. If I look, there’s probably some on your trees out there. 

 

CARHEEL: No, I don’t have any on my trees. 

 

BRAXTON: There’s not on it? 

 

DRAGOON: How do you make the medicine? How do you . . .  

 

BRAXTON: You just boil it and extract . . .  

 

DRAGOON: Oh. The properties? 

 

BRAXTON:  . . . medicinal properties into the water. Then you drink it. You know? 

 

CARHEEL: I don't remember them drinking polypore. I remember them bathing . . .  

 

BRAXTON: Or you bathe in it. 

 

CARHEEL:  . . . sores and stuff with it. 
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BRAXTON: [41:46]  But a lot of the stuff that you use internally, you use externally in some 

form or fashion as well. And sassafras, they would make sassafras tea. But sassafras is the 

forerunner of root beer. That’s what root beer was originally made from was sassafras—root beer 

sodas. 

 

DRAGOON: So it tastes like root beer? 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

DRAGOON: So the sassafras tea tastes like root beer, a little bit? 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah. But they eventually came to the point of carbonating it . . .  

 

DRAGOON: Right. 

 

BRAXTON: [42:23]  . . . then you had root beer soda. I mean, that’s what it was. 

 

DRAGOON: And sassafras, was that good for like colds, or . . .  

 

BRAXTON: It was good for some things. But it was a beverage, for the most part. 

 

DRAGOON: Oh, okay. 
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BRAXTON: But it probably originated with the Indians and such back in the day. 

 

CARHEEL: I think it was good for stomachaches and stuff, too. 

 

DRAGOON: Were there any healers or treaters in that area? 

 

BRAXTON: [42:47]  Oh, yeah. [Laughs] There were healers in the area. When I was a kid, my 

mother didn’t cook beans because they, dry beans, because they made her sick. So my 

opportunity to eat beans were at school . . . because I loved beans. I had a friend named Toot and 

Toot lived three or four houses down the street. He was raised by his aunt. And a certain day of 

the week, his aunt, I think on Wednesdays, would cook beans. I would make an excuse to go 

play with Toot on that day so that I could partake in them beans that she cooked . . . boy, because 

they would really be good. So I was down there one day and we ate and I was still hanging out 

around there and everything. His aunt looked at him and she said, “You know, Toot,” or Elmo, I 

think she called him, “We need to take you to see Mr. Joe.” He has some kind of wart or 

something on his face.  

Mr. Joe was sort of a faith healer and he was an older gentleman. The most association 

I’d really had with him up to that point was we used to see him ride, he rode a bicycle. He was a 

pretty big fellow. He rode a bicycle with a big hat and he smoked a pipe. He had a big basket on 

the front of that bicycle. He was a cordial fellow. He lived a couple of miles from us. So I went 

down there with them to Mr. Joe house, and I don't know what I was expecting. But anyway, we 

got inside of Mr. Joe’s house and Mr. Joe had Toot sit in a chair, and then Mr. Joe sit in a chair. 

They was kind of facing each other. Toot was a kid, of course, so he was kind of in between Mr. 
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Toot’s legs. The chairs were real close together. And Mr. Toot was . . . Mr. Joe, I’m sorry, Mr. 

Joe was chewing on tobacco and he engaged Toot in some conversation. I guess he sensed that 

he had Toot’s full attention in conversation. He wasn’t preoccupied with other thoughts. And just 

out of nowhere, he spit that big wad of tobacco out and upside Toot’s face. About the same time 

that it hit his face, he put his hand on it and he rubbed it in like that. It happened so quick that 

Toot never had an opportunity to even react. [Laughs] It was over with and done. He just pushed 

his chair back. He said, “You’ll be all right now.” [laughs] 

 

DRAGOON: That was it. 

 

BRAXTON: That was it. [laughs]  

 

CARHEEL: That’s one of his favorite stories. 

 

BRAXTON: [46:16]  I was speechless, okay? I can’t tell you what happened after that. I don't 

know if it got worse or it got better. But I mean, he got the treatment. That was the treatment. He 

went out there and his aunt was satisfied. That was it. That was my only personal experience 

with being at a faith healer, but it was a number of them around. 

 

CARHEEL: Yeah, I have a story about that. My second . . .  no, my baby brother was born 

with a big ball, big white ball, under his tongue and he was supposed to have surgery. They had 

to go to New Orleans for the surgery. The day before they left, which was a Sunday afternoon, 

my mama took him to one of the faith healers and all he did, though, was pray. He didn’t use the 
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other stuff. [Laughs] He just prayed. She took him to this man’s house and the man prayed for 

him that afternoon and they came back home. And the next morning, when he woke up, the day 

he was supposed to go for the surgery, the ball was gone. Disappeared.  

 

BRAXTON: I vaguely remember something about that. 

 

CARHEEL: And it had been there for . . . he was born with it, and it had been there for a good 

while. It just disappeared and was gone. So he didn’t have to have the surgery. 

 

DRAGOON: [48:01]  Wow. Do you remember who that was that your family went to? Was it a 

family friend? 

 

CARHEEL: Who was that man’s name back there by . . .  

 

BRAXTON: By where? 

 

CARHEEL: Was that Ms. Rita’s husband? 

 

BRAXTON: Where at? 

 

CARHEEL: Back there by where Phyllis and them used to live . . . from his ma . . . back there 

by [Dres Marie?] and them. Was that Ms. Rita’s husband? What was his name? 
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BRAXTON: You’re not talking about Reverend Martin Edwards. 

 

CARHEEL: No, not Martin Edwards. 

 

BRAXTON: Oh, I don’t recall. 

 

CARHEEL: [48:34]  Yeah. That boy who used to drive the orange Volkswagen. 

 

BRAXTON: [LeDoux?] 

 

CARHEEL: Yes. That’s what it was. 

 

BRAXTON: Okay. 

 

CARHEEL: What was his first name? 

 

BRAXTON: Ed [LeDoux?], I believe. Yeah, Ed [LeDoux?] 

 

CARHEEL: I think that’s who it was. 

 

BRAXTON: I said Reverend Martin, but it’s not Reverend Martin. It was Reverend Ed 

LeDoux. 
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CARHEEL: Yeah, it was [LeDoux?], I think, that she took him to. 

 

DRAGOON: Wow. 

 

CARHEEL: Yep. And it was gone. 

 

BRAXTON: I vaguely remember that. Some aspects of it. 

 

CARHEEL: [low audio]  Mm hmm. I remember that well. We were [?]  

 

BRAXTON: [49:15]  There were a lot of others. There were fortune tellers during the period of 

time when I was coming up. One used to advertise on the radio quite often. Didn’t live in, this 

one in particular didn’t live in Mossville. But it lived in Lake Charles. But Mother Divine . . .  

 

CARHEEL: I do remember her. 

 

BRAXTON: She was popular for many, many, many, many years. Around . . .  

 

DRAGOON: Even folks in Mossville . . .  

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

DRAGOON: Did folks in Mossville go to see her, too? 
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BRAXTON: [49:50]  Oh, everybody did. I mean, Lake Charles and Mossville were both much 

smaller communities then. This is just unbelievable how the population has changed from what it 

was back then, you know. But yeah. 

 

CARHEEL: Back then we had a bus and you could just hop on the bus and go see Mother 

Divine and anybody else. 

 

BRAXTON: [50:24]  Yeah, the city, the Lake Charles city bus, used to operate in some 

unincorporated areas as well, like Mossville. So that was one of the ways that—the other thing 

that was really, really popular back then, for instance, we didn’t have a car for periods of times. 

The way we got to different places and did different things is you had certain people you could 

depend on to call them and they not even related to you . . . maybe not even a close friend or 

anything, but you could depend on them to like take you to pay your electric bill, or make 

groceries and you would pay them a few dollars. That was a very popular thing. It was typically 

people that didn’t work. And gas was cheap. If you paid them two or three dollars, they had 

made some money that day. So it was a number . . .  I can think right off Mr. Toby, Mr. Toby . . .  

 

CARHEEL: Barti 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

CARHEEL: Barti 
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BRAXTON: Mr. Toby Barti. Mr. Nelson Delafosse. Mr. [Footer?].  

 

CARHEEL: Ms. Williams? 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

CARHEEL: Ms. Williams. 

 

BRAXTON: Ms. Williams. I was trying to think of her . . .  

 

CARHEEL: Mr. Bates. 

 

BRAXTON: Mr. Bates. 

 

CARHEEL: Mr. Albert Bates. 

 

DRAGOON: [52:09]  Ms. Williams doesn’t happen to be Ms. Betty Williams? 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

CARHEEL: No. 

 

DRAGOON: Not Ms. Betty Williams. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


George Braxton and Velma Carheel 4700.2553 Tape 4524                                30 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

CARHEEL: Not Betty Williams, no. What was her first name? 

 

BRAXTON: And used to stay over there by [Delaville?] 

 

CARHEEL: That was Albert Bates. 

 

BRAXTON: [52:31]  Yeah, that was Mr. Bates, yeah. It was a number of people that you could 

just depend on to take you to do those things. That was how you moved around. And they would 

just sit there and wait for you. It may be things you were doing that took you two or three hours, 

or whatever. 

 

CARHEEL: Yeah, laundry. 

 

BRAXTON: Laundry. You know, when it got to be laundromats around. But when I was a kid, 

I clearly remember washing clothes by hand with a rub board. 

 

CARHEEL: Oh, yeah. 

 

BRAXTON: [53:14]  But what I preferred over the rub board was to stomp. We would put 

those clothes in that number three tub. You’d have some short pants on and you’d get in there 

and you’d stomp them clothes and they’d come clean just like they was in a washing machine. 

And you just got outside and you stomped. They wrung them out and then you put some fresh 

water in. You stomped the rest of them. 
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CARHEEL: Stomped the rest of them. [Laughs]  

 

BRAXTON: And then you hang them on the line to dry. That’s the way it was. 

 

CARHEEL: We’ve done all of that. 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

CARHEEL: I said, we’ve done all of that. 

 

BRAXTON: [53:50]  Yeah. And even though we had . . .  like I was saying, mentioned earlier 

about, we had a deep well before my father died because prior to the deep well, we had a shallow 

well, which was what they call a six- inch tower well. There was a pipe that big around which is 

still there, but not usable. It went down only like twenty-some odd feet down in the ground, as 

opposed to a deep well that’s common today where it’s like 500 feet down in the ground. After 

Hurricane Audrey came through in June 1957, we started having problems with that well, 

thinking it might have been related to Hurricane Audrey because it started getting salty. 

Hurricane Audrey drove a lot of salt water, not all the way to our house, but it goes through the 

salt system and eventually ends up into the shallower waters before it’s filtered out. So we had to 

get a deep well. So we had the deep well, which I remember it was great water to drink out of 

that electric deep well, that electric-operated deep well.  

But the shallow well, when we had it, we used to have to manually get the water out of it 

with a bucket. We had like an arch that went over the top of the pipe up maybe eight foot high. It 
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had a rope and a pulley on it and you had a bucket that was about thirty-six inches long and 

about that big around. It was just big enough . . . small enough, rather, to go through that hole 

down to the well. You dropped it down in and it had a one-way valve on the bottom. It allowed 

water to come in it, but it wouldn’t allow it to come out when you pulled it up. You pulled it up 

and after you pulled it up out of there, you had to dump it into another bucket and you just keep 

repeating that. That’s what you had to do if you was washing clothes or cooking or whatever. 

That’s how you had to get the water. So that was one of the things that we had to deal with.  

 

DRAGOON: [56:36]  How did your family split up chores growing up? 

 

BRAXTON: [Laughs] It wasn’t . . . Girls typically did inside work: dusting and helping the 

cook, wash dishes, and so forth. And boys would . . .  

 

CARHEEL: Cleaning the china. 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

CARHEEL: I said cleaning the china. 

 

 BRAXTON: Cleaning the what? 

 

CARHEEL: China. And the silverware. 
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BRAXTON: Oh. She said that because she used to hate that, seriously hate that. She would talk 

about that all the time. [Laughs]  

 

CARHEEL: Silverware. Standing there, polishing, for days because it had to shine. Come on! 

 

BRAXTON: [57:29]  Her mother, we used to have the blinds like you have now, the blinds you 

have the little thing you can turn and it open and close them. Well back then, they were all pretty 

standard. They didn’t make a lot of varieties of things. So the blinds back then typically was all 

about two- inch wide blinds. And her mother, I don't know, she hated . . .  I wouldn’t even 

remember this if it wasn’t for the fact that she was so emotional when she talked about having, 

Mama would make her clean those blinds about twice a year. 

 

CARHEEL: That was serious work, though. 

  

BRAXTON: Well, it was, to clean them blinds. You had to wipe them down. 

 

CARHEEL: And it wasn’t wiping them down. You had to actually clean them.  

 

BRAXTON: Yeah, well, you had to clean them. That was cleaning them. 

 

CARHEEL: It wasn’t the little vinyl things. That was the wood, and you had to scrub that. 

 

BRAXTON: Those weren’t wood there for us. They were . . .  
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CARHEEL: The vinyl? 

 

BRAXTON: They were metal. 

 

CARHEEL: Yeah, metal. 

 

BRAXTON: [58:40]  But they still had to clean them. It wasn’t as simple as taking a duster and 

just dust across them. You had to use soap and water because back then, your houses didn’t have 

air conditioning. We wasn’t air conditioned. So your doors were open. A thousand kids going in 

and out all the time. So there was always dust on the floors to be swept up. So sweeping the 

floors was one thing . . . inside work. Outside, yards were what they called swept yards. A lot of 

people didn’t have grass at all. It just didn’t grow because one thing, there was so many kids that 

the grass couldn’t grow. I mean, it literally just . . . So you actually would just like sweep and 

maybe rake the yard for little things that would get over it, over a period of time. In fact, I was 

reading just yesterday about Lyndon Baine Johnson’s birth home. He said they had a swept yard, 

and that’s what we had, too, is a swept yard.  

[59:59]  You had animals roaming, if you had any. At one point in time, we used to have 

. . . we never had a lot of animals. We never had hogs, which was a very common thing. All 

around us, people behind us, my uncle on the side of us, I mean, everybody raised hogs. We 

never had any until I was a grown man and my stepfather had one hog that he raised one time, 

and it was just for the novelty of it. But it used to be . . . that was an important part of surviving 

was to have a hog. So boys tend to be involved with stuff like that now. I had a horse named 

Curly that my father had got when . . . it was there as long as I can remember, probably before I 
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was born. This horse was captured wild because, at the time, there was still some wild horses in 

the heavily wooded areas around Mossville. They had some large expanses of land. This horse 

was extremely mean . . . extremely mean. Over the years, several, a number of good cowboys 

have rode him to try to break him. And it only lasted for the moment. I actually had him for years 

and never, ever rode him. Used to feed him every day. In fact, he was very mean. We had 

chickens and we had dogs and we had a horse. We had some ducks at some period of time. Used 

to feed all them different animals, you know.  

[1:02:06]  The horse had a trough that was just right over the edge of his fence. So you 

could walk to the fence and push the feed over. One day I went out there to feed him, and of 

course he would have spillage and stuff, and the chickens and stuff would all run up there to try 

to eat. I’m standing there and the chickens were coming round, so the horse would kind of throw 

his head as in, all right, you all chickens, you all can get away from this trough. They’d step back 

a couple of feet and they come right back. And finally that horse just reached and caught a 

chicken and ate it . . . a live chicken. Okay? We had been wondering where all the chickens was 

going. We thought possums and all kind of stuff was getting them on the roofs at night. But this 

horse I think had developed a taste for chickens. There was another point of that story that 

happened years later. But I just couldn’t tell this about this horse unless I tell this piece, too. And 

that is that . . .  that happened when I was a kid . . .  teenager.  

[1:03:36]  But years later, in the later ‘80s, my youngest daughter and one of her mama’s 

brothers, Uncle Johnny, we, me, him and Jamar, went to visit one of my mother’s brothers that 

lived on the other side of Houston [Texas] . . .  Frederick. We had been there for a couple of days 

and everything. My daughter and my uncle’s daughter, they had free run of about 400 acres of 

land that he was on and they went out and picked some pecans. These pecans were very tiny, too 
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small to really eat, but they were very good pecans. They were full of oil. They would actually 

buy pecans in the area. So they picked like a hundred-pound sack full of these little tiny pecans. 

And the next day, we went to the feed store, where they actually bought those pecans. I think 

they used the press oil out of them. Anyway, they sold them. And they got almost one hundred 

dollars or so for them.  

[1:04:55]  While that was all going on, my uncle that I went down there with, Uncle 

Johnny, he and I were standing on the dock at the feed store. My uncle from Texas was standing 

on the other end of the dock and he saw these three guys that were loading some feed onto a 

truck and he started talking to them, he knew them. He asked them, he said, “Hey, you all guys, 

how you all daddy doing?” They say, “Oh, Daddy’s doing fine.” My uncle said, “He still got all 

them horses?” They say, “Yeah, Dad’s still got the horses.” So my uncle said, “What about that 

old chicken-eating horse? Has he still got that?” “Yeah, he’s still got that.” And when he said 

that, my uncle that was standing with me, he kind of perked up and walked over there to listen to 

the conversation. I did, too. They really didn’t talk about that anymore. So we went on. That was 

like 8:30, nine o’clock in the morning.  

[1:06:03]  Well late that evening, right at dark, my uncle from here that we went there 

together, we were sitting on the porch. My other uncle was making coffee. So while it was just 

the two of us on the porch, he told me, he said, “George,” he said, “I’ve got to apologize to you.” 

I said, “Apologize? For what?” He said, and this was a man in his mid-seventies, okay? He said, 

“You remember a couple, three or four years ago you was at the house and you was getting ready 

to leave. And you told Rosa and I this story about this horse eating this chicken?” I said, “Yeah.” 

He said, “Well, when you left,” he said, “I told Rose. We looked at each other and we say, ‘Rose, 

you see how that boy sit there, told that damn lie about that horse eating that chicken? [Laughs] 
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With a straight face.’” He said, “Well, I would have died and went to my grave thinking you 

were lying about that. I ain’t never heard of no horse eating no chicken, until I heard my own 

brother talking about it. About the same thing this morning.” I said, “Oh. Okay.” So I’ve told that 

story to other guys I work with. They just give me the same kind of thing. You know, every once 

in a while I see one of them. Years have passed. They say, “How about that chicken-eating 

horse?” [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: [1:07:42]  Did you have that horse for a long time? 

 

BRAXTON: That horse went out the same way he lived. He was mean and hateful. We had a 

very, very bad thunderstorm, lightning storm came through one night and we didn’t have a barn 

or anything for him and lightning hit him and killed him. The next day we called a company that 

was, I guess it was pretty common knowledge thing then, who you call. And we called this 

company. They came out of Beaumont, Texas. They came all the way to Mossville and they ran 

some cables like 200 feet back into the backyard and hooked onto him, and drug him to the front, 

and they hauled him off to make soap. They made soap out of him. 

 

DRAGOON: Wow. 

 

BRAXTON: And that was the end of Curly. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: Wow. So you took care of Curly, mostly? 
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BRAXTON: It was no care except feeding him. Yeah. Yeah, I did. 

 

DRAGOON: Okay. So he was kind of your horse. 

 

BRAXTON: He was my horse, yeah. 

 

DRAGOON: He was your horse. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:08:57]  Yeah. That’s the way I always considered, it was my horse. Nobody 

rode him. He was just . . . [Laughs] You couldn't do nothing with him. You couldn’t even go in 

the pen with him. If you went in the pen, through the pen, you ran through the pen to make sure 

you got across before he got too close because he was just mean. 

 

DRAGOON: That sounds kind of scary. [Laughs]  

 

BRAXTON: Just pure mean, yeah. 

 

DRAGOON: Let’s see. How were decisions made in your house about things like school and 

moving and jobs and even approval of marriage? 

 

BRAXTON: Of what? 

 

DRAGOON: Approval of marriage. People getting married? 
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BRAXTON: [1:09:53]  I don’t really know how to . . . certain things, you just . . . was clear to 

you. You knew you had to go to school and you went; there was no question in your mind 

around that. Whatever activities we were involved in in school were supported by my mother, 

which was  . . . back then it really wasn’t a whole lot of things. I personally never participated in 

formal sports activities. But I was in the band for a while. I was in a couple of plays, stage plays, 

at school. Yeah, a couple of plays. I remember . . . you probably heard of the dance, the mashed 

potatoes? Well, that’s way back in the ‘50s. I was part of a stage play that involved some dancing 

and I didn’t like to dance. I don't know how I ended up in the play to begin with, because I don't 

think it was really my choice to say, “Oh, I want to be in this play.” I don't think it went like that. 

I’ll never forget that the floor was a wood varnish floor, the stage. They made us pull our shoes 

off to keep from marring the stage. And I had a hole in my sock. That just done it for me. I mean, 

I couldn’t focus on nothing at all, because all I could think about was this hole in my sock. I had . 

. . that was the last play or anything I ever wanted to be, show you how something could be such 

a powerful influence. But that hole in my sock, that . . .  

 

CARHEEL: [low audio] [?]  

 

BRAXTON: I can’t even explain to you how powerful that was. I mean, it was terrible! 

[Laughs] I still don’t like to dance today. It all go back to that hole in my sock. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: Did your mother influence your decision to be in the band and to be in the play? 

Did she convince you? 
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BRAXTON: [1:12:50]  I played the drums for a very short period of time. But my interests, I 

was always so interested in so many different things that I couldn’t nail myself down to do some 

one certain thing. So when I was like fourteen, I started working; I had a job. And to this day, 

until I retired, I was never unemployed. I can account for one or two months of unemployment 

since I was fourteen years old. I worked at local restaurants and hotels, like the Pelican Hotel in 

Sulphur, and Sheraton Chateau Charles, and the Lake View Motel and Restaurant . . . places like 

that. I . . .  

 

CARHEEL: Didn’t you start off building pallets or something? 

 

BRAXTON: I never did pallets. 

 

CARHEEL:  Or working up there, at that sawmill? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:13:59]  But I had a number of odd jobs when I was a kid, such as the uncle that 

I told you that we went and visited, when he moved from Mossville to Texas, he was living right 

next door to us, basically, and he had a huge shop. And he tore this big shop down. It was a 

wood workshop. All that lumber and stuff, he had planned to take it and rebuild it as a barn or 

such over, so he gave me the job of pulling the nails out of the boards and straightening them 

out. And I had that job. I cleaned bricks for a little while. I used to clean bricks, two bricks for a 

penny . . .  different little odd jobs things around that I did. I used to like to spend time fishing 

and hunting. Fishing was one of the things that was a family event . . . frequent family event for 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


George Braxton and Velma Carheel 4700.2553 Tape 4524                                41 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

the whole family. The whole family not just went, but looked forward to it, each and every one, 

to going fishing. 

  

DRAGOON: How many siblings did you have? 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

DRAGOON: [1:15:38]  How many siblings did you have? 

 

BRAXTON: There was four. Two boys and two girls. 

 

DRAGOON: And after your father passed and your mother was working for the garbage 

collection, were you one of the older, or . . .  

 

BRAXTON: I was ten years old. 

 

DRAGOON: Oh, you were ten. So who in the family took the responsibility for childcare and 

discipline? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:16:04]  Well you know, a great deal of the time we was in school. Her mother, 

my oldest sister, was like thirteen years and such older. So she was grown at the time. She was 

her baby, and they lived with us part of the time . . . or very close by. And honestly, when like I 

guess if we was out of school, I think we at times we stayed home by ourselves. 
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CARHEEL: A lot of times they took us. We just went, if they were working. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:16:53]  But a lot of times I think we stayed. I say that . . . I say I don't know 

about a lot, but I know like one time, and I may have mentioned this story before, but I thought 

my mama was working so hard after my father passed with that job. She was going to work, 

something I wasn’t used to. Somehow I came about some money. I went to the neighborhood 

grocery store, Rougeau’s Grocery, and I bought some steak and some rice and some corn. I came 

home and I cooked that stuff. I had never cooked nothing in my life. [Laughs] Or really recall, at 

this point, I don’t really recall, I knew a gravy would be dark for some reason, but I don't know. 

So I taught myself cooking. I cooked steak and gravy and rice and corn for my mama when she 

got home. I know that never would have happened if it was some other adult in the house at that 

particular time. So I think we probably was kind of by ourselves that day. Even then, it was 

different. I guess really, you didn’t have to worry a whole lot about your kids being at home back 

then by themselves. It’s just like I was thinking yesterday about like for Halloween, for instance, 

nowadays people escort their kids. Not back then, you didn’t have to; you had no worry at all. 

The only thing they tell you, maybe, “Watch out for them cars! Don’t get run over.” Other than 

that, the safety of your kids was not even a question in through the neighborhood. I mean, you 

just freely roam, went wherever you wanted to go. 

 

DRAGOON: Yeah. 
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BRAXTON: And you didn’t have to worry about . . . So, I never had a moment when I was a 

kid that I was at home and felt threatened or in fear of anything. Never. It just never did happen. 

It just was . . .  

 

DRAGOON: [1:19:43]  Are you or have you been married? 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

DRAGOON: Have you been married? Or are you currently? 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah, yeah. I’m married. 

 

DRAGOON: What’s your spouse’s name? 

 

BRAXTON: Giselle. 

 

DRAGOON: Is she from the Mossville area, too? 

 

BRAXTON: No. No. From Lake Charles. 

 

DRAGOON: Oh, from Lake Charles. Do you have children? 

 

BRAXTON: Yes. 
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DRAGOON: How many? Two?  

 

BRAXTON: Two. 

 

DRAGOON: [1:20:07]  And their ages and names? 

 

BRAXTON: One is forty-four, forty-five this month. And the other one is like thirty-five.  

 

DRAGOON: Have you . . .  

 

BRAXTON: Thirty-seven. 

 

DRAGOON: When they were growing up, were you continuing traditions that you . . . 

traditions that you grew up with, I guess? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:20:39]  Yeah. Sure. You know, those kind of things are sort of things you kind 

of do unconsciously. You do them without really thinking about them. 

 

DRAGOON: Did they grow up in the Mossville area, too? 

 

BRAXTON: Partially. 

 

DRAGOON: Partially? 
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BRAXTON: Yeah. But had a lot of back and forth contact with Mossville, to a great extent. 

[loud noise] What is that? A car? 

 

CARHEEL: A truck, sounded like.  

 

DRAGOON: And growing up, what kinds of activities did you do with your family together? 

Like as a family? I know you mentioned fishing was big in your family. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:21:46]  Yeah. Fishing. Holidays were a big deal . . . a lot of emphasis put on 

holidays. Gardening was a family thing and not so much, like I say, for survival. It was more of a 

hobby type thing. It was something we did for pleasure . . . and raising chickens and such. It was 

a family thing. It wasn’t all about . . . In fact, one time my mother and I was listening to the 

radio. That was something we used to do a lot. You would sit on the porch at night, in particular, 

and you would turn the radio up and you would listen to the radio. There was this popular station 

out of Tennessee that we used to listen to and they used to sell all type of things over the radio by 

advertisement that you could order. We heard this ad for chickens. And we had been talking 

about trying to have eggs. I think we might even have mentioned like we could have enough 

eggs we could sell a few eggs, or whatever, so we decided to order. It was one hundred chickens 

and we figured we’d have some chickens, we’d kind of go into the egg business. If not just for 

our personal use, but maybe sell a few. So we got the chickens in good order and everything and 

we started raising them. We kept watching them because we were anxious to get started with the 

egg thing. And they grew, and they grew, and they grew, and they grew. All one hundred was 

roosters. [Laughs] Every single one of them was a rooster. 
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DRAGOON: [1:24:03]  What did you do about that? [laughs] Did you contact the people you 

bought them from? 

 

BRAXTON: No, they didn’t tell us that. We just assumed that if you got a hundred biddies, 

that some of them going to be hens. Okay? We just assumed that. We never would have thought 

that, but you can, you can tell one chick from another. You can even, now you can even direct, 

what’s the word for it, you can actually create a rooster by some means, if you want. But I don't 

know if it’s the temperature of the egg when it’s incubating, or it’s something. But we just knew 

it was going to be some hens. How many? We didn’t know. But we figured it was going to be 

out of a hundred, that you’d have some hens. You know? Maybe half, maybe a quarter? But it 

was one hundred roosters. I remember a cousin of mine was going to go camping and we was 

begging for stuff to take to cook. And my mama told him, “Take one of them damn roosters.” 

[Laughs] Well, she didn’t say “damn,” because my mama didn’t cuss. But take one of the 

roosters, you know.  

 

DRAGOON: Oh my goodness. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:25:35]  And we used to butcher the chickens, of course. 

 

DRAGOON: Who did that? Did you do it? 

 

BRAXTON: Oh, yeah. Yeah. Oh, yeah. 
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DRAGOON: Everyone knew how? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:24:45]  We had, like the big rooster at the bottom of these oak trees right here, 

we used to take that chicken and put his head on that root and take a hatchet and, tap! Cut his 

head off. And believe it or not, they would run around with no head and blood going all over the 

place. And whenever they fall and quit kicking, you’d, you know, pluck him and you would take 

boiled water and you would dip them in boiling water. That would make the feathers come off 

easy. Because you had to pick the feathers off by hand. They don’t do that now. They put them 

in a machine. 

 

CARHEEL: [Laughs] You should see her face. 

  

DRAGOON: Did everyone know how to butcher the chickens, or was that . . .  

 

BRAXTON: Oh, yeah. That was pretty much . . .  

 

DRAGOON:  . . . or that was something just the boys did? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:26:48]  That was pretty much like common knowledge. That was something 

you did. In fact, you know, say common, like my mother told me the story about when she was a 

little girl and her daddy would kill chicken hawks, and used to eat chicken hawks. Her chore was 

to clean them and she had done that a number of times. She was cleaning these chicken hawks 

this one time, and when she cut them open and gutting them, some, the chicken hawks had eaten 
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some live baby snakes, and they were still alive when she cut it open. And that just did it for her. 

I mean, that was a little more than she could handle. So I never did know, you know, after that, 

I’m sure on that particular occasion, her dad probably finished it up, I imagine. But I never knew 

whether she ever cleaned any chicken hawks after that again. But chickens, oh, yeah, no doubt. 

That was a common thing that people knew how to do. 

 

CARHEEL: Chicken, fish. 

 

BRAXTON: Yeah. Fish and chicken. 

 

CARHEEL: Crab. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:28:11]  And crabs. Now men probably spent more time cleaning game animals, 

like squirrels and coons and possums and all that stuff. But you know, chickens and fish and 

crab, everybody knew how to do that. 

 

DRAGOON: What kind of fruits and vegetables did you guys have in your garden? 

 

BRAXTON: Everything. 

 

DRAGOON: Everything? 

 

BRAXTON: No, seriously. I mean, greens, peas, and beans . . . corn, peppers, strawberries. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


George Braxton and Velma Carheel 4700.2553 Tape 4524                                49 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

CARHEEL: Peaches. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:28:55]  We had . . . I mean, one time when Mother planted a whole lot of 

things, you know. 

 

CARHEEL: Oranges. Lemons. And all kinds of nuts. 

 

DRAGOON: Everything. It really sounds like everything. 

  

BRAXTON: Yes. All kind of variety of things. Over time, you know. We used to grow 

watermelon sometimes . . . cantaloupes. It wasn’t quite the right kind of soil to support 

watermelons, but we used to try. We used to do it sometimes. 

 

DRAGOON: [1:29:38]  I want to ask a few questions more about like medical treatment and 

where you guys went to the doctor growing up. Did you have to leave Mossville to get 

treatment? You talked about there were a couple of healers around here. 

 

BRAXTON: There were no formal medical doctors and medical people in the Mossville area. 

So we used, during the period of time I was coming up, the doctors we went to were in 

Maplewood, which was like three or four miles from Mossville by road. And Cal Cam Hospital 

in Sulphur, it was in Sulphur. Our family doctor when we were growing up, for the most part, 

was a Doctor Fellows in Sulphur. And I just recently found out all my life, some way, somehow, 

I thought I was born in Sulphur, Louisiana, until about a month ago. I went trying to retrieve . . . 
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I went and bought some birth certificates. I had my birth certificate, but the one I got years ago, I 

just got the little small wallet size. Not much information on it. So I decided I was going to go 

buy the full-sized birth certificate that had more information on it. And when I got it, it had on 

there that I was born in Lake Charles. And my doctor was a Doctor Price. I was born in Saint 

Patrick Hospital.  

[1:31:35]  That took me back a bit, you know, to find that out. And I told the lady, I say, 

“This ain’t me. This ain’t mine.” Then she called me to the counter and she said, “I’m not 

supposed to show you this, you can’t hold it, but I’m going to let you see it.” And it was the 

actual copy that she was looking at that she made the official birth certificate from. It stated on 

there all the information that was on the copy she gave me, plus a lot of other information, 

including my mother’s signature. Her signature, I’ve been seeing it all my life. I know her 

signature when I see it. That’s the way it was. But somehow, I thought I was born in Sulphur, 

and that my birth doctor was the same doctor that was our family doctor. I can remember when I 

was five, he was our family doctor. But he was not my birth doctor, and I was not born at the 

hospital that he worked at in Sulphur. So that was quite an awakening. 

 

DRAGOON: Were most births . . . did women mostly go to Sulphur Hospital to give birth? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:33:00]  Pretty much. During the time I was growing up, midwife births, the 

area we live in, was kind of a thing of the past. We had hospitals that was close by. 

 

DRAGOON: Was it maybe your parents’ generation that did midwife births? 
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BRAXTON: [1:33:24]  Yeah, right. There was a lot more of that then. In fact . . . and this is 

something we just never really talked about, but her mother, my oldest sister, was probably born 

by the midwife. In fact, I could just about bet on it, you know. Because I found, doing my 

ancestry search, when her mother was five and a half months old, exactly where they was staying 

at and who was living in the house at the time. It was her mother, my mother and father, my 

father’s brother and my father’s other brother. There were two of them. But my father was head 

of house. The house that they was living in was the ancestral home. But he was head of house. 

Actually, one of his brothers was older than him, but he was still head of house. 

 

DRAGOON: How was that decided? Or how did that happen? 

 

BRAXTON: How did that happen? 

 

DRAGOON: Yeah. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:34:36]  Oh, you did have to ask that. There was a reason that that happened. 

The same year that her mother was born, my father’s oldest brother basically was released from 

incarceration for murder. But he . . . well, manslaughter, not murder. It was manslaughter. But 

his sentence was suspended because at the time it occurred, he was seventeen years old. But on 

that particular day, when her mother was five and a half months old, he was forty-three. So what 

transpired was, when he committed the murder, the manslaughter, when he was seventeen, he 

ran. And of course the guy died. He hit the guy in the head with a jug. Like a Granny jug from 

the Beverly Hillbillies, those heavy ceramic jugs? And the guy died. And he ran. And they 
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caught him twenty-five years later. So when they caught him twenty-five years later in Houston, 

they, he was in jail for a month or two. They had his trial and they turned him loose because of 

some extenuating circumstances. They turned him loose on suspended sentence. And he ended 

up living [out?]. 

 

DRAGOON: [1:36:31]  And he was the oldest brother? 

 

BRAXTON: He wasn’t the oldest brother, but he was older than my father was. The oldest 

brother was my Uncle Rogers on that side of the family, who was a barber in the area here. He 

actually was a barber in Mossville for a period of time. 

 

DRAGOON: But he didn’t live in the house? 

 

BRAXTON: No, he was married and had his own place in Lake Charles. 

 

DRAGOON: Did the doctors ever make house calls? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:37:23]  They did. When, for various reasons, I can recall several different 

doctors coming to our home. Specifically, I clearly remember that my father had surgery in his, 

he was in the hospital for two weeks. His condition was determined to be terminal. So he came 

home and he lived about two weeks at home. And during that period of time at home, the doctor 

would come to the house on a number of different occasions. There was another time where she 

was sick, she thought. It was thought that she had diphtheria, but it proved not to be the case later 
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on. The whole family was quarantined. The only family I know in my whole life that was 

quarantined. I don't know nobody that was quarantined. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: [1:38:50]  Who quarantined you? How did that happen? 

 

BRAXTON: Because when she went to the doctor, the health department said hey, we think 

you have a very serious, transmittable disease, diphtheria. You probably never heard of it. But it 

used to be, it’s deadly. And all inside your mouth would turn white and everything. Back of your 

throat and such. And I don't think nobody else actually ended up having it, or signs of it, besides 

just her. But you know, and so the health department, we was quarantined under strict quarantine 

orders. 

 

DRAGOON: You couldn’t leave the house? 

 

BRAXTON: No. Couldn’t leave the . . . premise. Nobody could come in, neither. 

 

DRAGOON: For how long? 

 

BRAXTON: I don’t really know. It was a good while, though. 

 

DRAGOON: That sounds scary. 
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BRAXTON: [1:39:56]  It was like probably a couple, several weeks, I would guess, or 

something of that order. You know? That was just the way it was. But she obviously recovered . . 

. I think. [Laughs] So I recall doctors and some nurses and some stuff coming at that point. But 

even outside that, you know, doctors would occasionally make house calls for some people. Not 

so much as a routine but during that same period, people used to have funerals, have their wakes 

at home, too . . . deceased people. A number of wakes and stuff that was held, I can, my 

grandfather, I think it was . . . 1950-something when he died. I can remember the wake, having a 

wake across the street from us. That’s where they lived, right across the street . . . at home and 

everything. That was a common thing then . . . real common. Then it just, it went out real quick. 

Like it just stopped all of a sudden. 

 

CARHEEL: The last one that I remember was when Grandma died. Hers was at her house.  

  

BRAXTON: Yeah. 

 

CARHEEL: [1:41:51]  That was ’73? 

 

BRAXTON: 1973. 

 

CARHEEL: ’73? Yeah. 

 

BRAXTON: That’s the last one I remember, too. 
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CARHEEL: That’s the last one I remember in Mossville, period. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:42:06]  And that was just simply because the Towner family kind of like old-

time traditional thing, as a whole, it just kind of runs through the family like that. So the last one, 

that was after my grandmother on my mother’s side, Ivy Viola Towner.  

 

CARHEEL: She had, what, thirteen children? Twelve or thirteen? How many children? 

 

BRAXTON: Something like that. 

 

CARHEEL: Fifty . . .  

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

CARHEEL: Fifty-four grandchildren and 113 great-grandchildren. I don't remember after that. 

I was in that great-grandchildren number, I remember that. 

 

DRAGOON: [1:43:13]  Alright. Well I’m going to go on into a kind of different set of 

questions. What are the geographic boundaries of Mossville? Can you explain? 

 

BRAXTON: The geographic boundaries? Well, Mossville, for the most part, extends on the 

north and the south sides of the Old Spanish Trail from ConocoPhillips now. That plant was built 

there in the ‘40s and it was built right up against the Mossville neighborhood where it started at. 
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It was rural. So from ConocoPhillips to the east, all the way to basically the Sulphur, what’s the 

Sulphur city limits now, I believe, to the west. Then to the south, it extended from the Old 

Spanish Trail down Prater Road to Highway 90. Then to the north, it extended from the Old 

Spanish Trail down Evergreen Road to approximately a mile and something in that direction. But 

along Old Spanish Trail alone, Mossville spanned a distance of about two and a half miles, or 

thereabouts, east to west. 

 

DRAGOON: [1:45:16]  Do you know how the community of Mossville reacted to 

ConocoPhillips being built in the ‘40s?  

 

BRAXTON: When it was built in the ‘40s, I think that it was probably a positive reaction 

because it was a very small facility. It pretty much remained that way, very small, all the way up 

until the point in time that I actually worked there. That’s where I worked at for forty years. So I 

actually had the opportunity to see it expand from what was nearly its original wartime size back 

when it was built around the World War Two. It was kind of built around supporting the war 

effort. 

 

DRAGOON: What was your experience like working there? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:46:23]  It was a good experience. I’ve seen things change dramatically. To 

some extent, things change because, especially when you talk about environmental issues, a lot 

of that was politically driven. But I’m also glad that outside of that, there were things that 

happened that I played a role in as far as improvement. If it was nothing else except the 
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consciousness and the personal reactions of some of the people toward some of the things that 

we could do about that didn’t necessarily cost a whole lot of money and so forth that made a 

difference. So things change dramatically. The air is much cleaner now with this plant being as 

large as it is, the air is cleaner than it was when it was very, very small. So things have improved. 

A plant like that is a necessary evil for the day and the society that we live in. It’s just that we 

have to manage them in the best way that we can to support the environment and such. 

 

DRAGOON: [1:48:05]  When you say you played a role in making a difference, what do you 

mean by that? 

 

BRAXTON: I worked in management, so I was able to speak up and say hey, you know, we 

need to improve the way we communicate this or that to the public. I even had an opportunity, I 

was chosen to write how we go about interfacing with the community around events that we 

have take place inside the plant. So I had this exhaustive flow chart that was put together. If this 

happens, you do this, just . . . and follow this flow chart so that everybody repeated things in the 

same way all the time. It was structured. It was not just anybody do whatever they want to do. 

That piece was combined with not just only, it was three pieces of it to a great, a more, it was 

who you notify, whether it’s the community, different government agencies, the employees and 

such at the plant, and what response the people in the plant should take, what response, based on 

what’s happening, the people in the community should take, who in the community we should 

notify to make sure that that happens, if we had, say, for instance, some kind of gas release or 

whatever. So the very first system we had, I put it together personally. Basically it’s still being 

used at this time. And that was like in 1990 or something thereabouts. 
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DRAGOON: [1:50:16]  Yeah. So it sounds like you’re a kind of community liaison, almost? 

 

BRAXTON: No, not me. I never wanted that role. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: But they gave it to you? 

 

BRAXTON: No. I wasn’t. I wrote the script. I wasn’t necessarily, I wrote it for . . .  

 

DRAGOON: You were behind the scenes? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:50:31]  I wrote it for others to use, okay? I mean, sometimes that other was me, 

you know. But no, I wasn’t, I mean, I served in that purpose at times, because I was the person 

that ended up, if we had a bad fire or explosion or bad gas release, well, I was in charge of the 

refinery. I would be the one responsible for making these calls. Depending on the situation you 

would call different people, notify different people about different things. But we haven’t had 

any events of that nature occur around here. Things have improved dramatically. [speaking to 

Carheel] Where was you at when that real big explosion went off at Conoco? Where you all was 

at? I’m trying to remember where you all was at. 

 

CARHEEL: I was on . . .  

 

BRAXTON: In ’85. 
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CARHEEL:  . . .  Sulphur Avenue. 

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 

 

CARHEEL: I was on Sulphur Avenue. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:51:44]  I thought so. That’s an example. She remembered that. It was . . . It 

knocked out windows all around in the area. It was really powerful thing. I know she 

remembered that one particular thing because it showed up on the Richter scale for earthquakes 

and such, you know? [Laughs]  

 

CARHEEL: Yeah, I remember that. 

 

BRAXTON: Well I was in charge of the plant that morning and I know, I say . . .  

 

CARHEEL: I heard it when it happened. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:52:17]  It’s 5:20 in the morning. I said . . . I know they just all thinking I’m 

dead. I know they all knew because it woke the whole city up, the area. So I called one of them, 

somebody. I don't know, I think I called her mama and told her to tell every . . .  

 

CARHEEL: I don't know. I just remember I went to your house to see about your girls. To 

check on them. 
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BRAXTON: Oh, no. That was, that was another time. No, that was . . . yeah, that was another 

plant that blew up there, I believe. 

 

CARHEEL: No. This was when Conoco blew up, right? 

 

BRAXTON: [1:53:04]  Oh, yeah? It could be. I don't remember. It’s been several of them. But 

yeah, that was . . . So I had the opportunity to be involved. From day to day I had opportunity to 

work on improving things in my area about what we would call fugitive emissions, emissions of 

different gaseous and liquid chemicals that we really should be keeping inside the pipes, but they 

might be leaking out into the atmosphere . . . like benzene and so forth. So yeah, I had my role 

and my part that I was able to personally inject into improving things. 

 

CARHEEL: And you initiated the crossing light and the crossing . . .  

 

BRAXTON: [1:54:03]  Yeah, I did that, too when you go through the Old Spanish Trail. I kept 

advocating that somebody was going to get run over crossing the street and such, and that we 

needed to have a caution light to help with the traffic flow and the pedestrian flow . . . and a 

reduction in the speed limit through the area. 

 

CARHEEL: Yeah, because it was pretty . . .  

 

BRAXTON: [Pardon]? 
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CARHEEL: I said yeah, because it was pretty fast. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:54:38]  Yeah. So, I mean, that was self-satisfying. I enjoyed my job. I quit at 

the top of my game. [Laughs]  

 

DRAGOON: So we’re about at two hours right now. I would like to take a quick restroom 

break, if that’s okay. 

 

BRAXTON: Okay. 

 

DRAGOON: And then maybe we could talk about continuing for a little longer. 

 

BRAXTON: [1:55:10]  Okay. And you had asked a question earlier about decision making and 

such in the home that I kind of glanced over it a little bit. I was thinking about it. 

 

DRAGOON: Yeah.  

 

[COOPER?]:  So maybe we can come back to that? [pause]  

 

DRAGOON: Alright. We’re back from our mini break. We just had another question that we 

wanted to revisit, which was how decisions were made in your family. 
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BRAXTON: [1:55:47]  I’m still wrestling with exactly how to answer that, because I came up 

from the age of ten without a father in the household, but my mother was the head of the 

household. I can say that my mother was . . . she expected us to be well disciplined and 

discipline was something she drove with us every day. It was basically by talking and assuring 

that we had a good understanding of what was expected of us around certain things. She made 

the decisions. My mother made the decisions around most things that affected our life—not just 

discipline, but we didn’t just go somewhere without inquiring, asking, and having agreement 

from her on what we could do or go, and how long we could stay. I can remember times when I 

attempted in my mannish ways to go astray from some of those decisions and such. I learned my 

lessons from them. But she was good at giving us guidance.  

[1:58:09]  During those times, the decisions about what you did was based a lot on 

lessons learned, that you learned, and you learned a lot—a lot more than what kids learn today, 

in my mind. It was substantially different. It’s hard to put your finger on it, but it was a lot more 

discussion and talk going on in the family around things that happen, whether they were good 

things or bad things. And you learned a lot more from it than tends to happen today. So I guess 

it’s hard for me to answer that question, to some extent, because it seems like when I think about 

it, being that I came up in a fatherless home from ten, all the decisions were my mother’s, for the 

most part, which is maybe somewhat different from a lot of others because that responsibility 

was on her.  

I remember there were a lot of things as I was coming up, I just felt obligated, even as a 

teen, to take on the role of the man to some extent. That’s how I ended up started working. 

Because I just felt that I was supposed to be part of the, being the breadwinner in this house. And 

when I went to work, I can tell you the first job that I got. My mother never, ever asked me for a 
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penny of anything that I ever worked for. But I just felt obligated. It was automatically, that’s 

what I was supposed to do was to go to work and help provide for the family. So I just did that 

automatically. It just was . . . it wasn’t even anything to think about. That’s pretty much it I can 

think about, related to that. 

 

DRAGOON: Okay. I know you mentioned you all had to get going. Thank you so much for 

doing the second session with us today and sharing your stories.  

 

[2:00:39]  

[End Tape 4524. End Session II.] 
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