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[Begin Tape 4404. Begin Session I.] 
 
 
JENNIFER ABRAHAM CRAMER: Hi, today is January 23, in the year 2015, and I'm 

Jennifer Abraham Cramer. I'm representing the LSU [Louisiana State University] Library’s T. 

Harry Williams Center for Oral History, and we are working in conjunction with the Imperial 

Calcasieu Museum and Bill Shearman to document the history of Mossville, Louisiana. To kick 

that off, we are holding Mossville Oral History Day, here at the Rigmaiden Center . . . the 

Rigmaiden Recreation Center on Old Spanish Trail. So, today . . . This is the very first interview 

of the day! And I am here with two people: Dorothy Felix and Evelyn Gasaway Shelton. So, 

thank you so much for agreeing to be interviewed. This is going to be a short interview, about 

fifteen minutes, and we will likely touch on . . . Be in touch with you later on to set up a longer, 

more extensive interview. Kind of . . . we're doing a little bit of fact-finding first. So, if you are 

interested in continuing on with this, please let us know, and we definitely will be in touch with 

you. We'll probably be in touch with you anyway. Alright, so, can each of you please state your 

full names, starting with you, Dorothy? 

 

DOROTHY FELIX:  [01:03]  Dorothy Hartman Felix. 

 

CRAMER:  Okay. 
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EVELYN GASAWAY SHELTON:  Evelyn Gasaway Shelton. 

 

CRAMER:  Alright. So Ms. Dorothy, when and where were you born? 

 

FELIX:  Back then, they called it anything . . . Westlake, Louisiana. [Felix and Shelton 

laugh] 

 

SHELTON:  [Oh god, you're bad?] [all laugh] 

 

FELIX:  It may have been called Bayou Den at that time. It was not directly in Mossville. 

It's a little section about a mile away from here . . . That was known as Bayou Den. 

 

CRAMER:  And that's D-E-N? 

 

FELIX:  [01:44]  B-A-Y-O-U . . . Apostrophe 

 

SHELTON AND FELIX:  [indistinguishable] 

 

BILL SHEARMAN:  D-apostrophe-I-N-D-E 

 

CRAMER:  Thank you, Bill! And that's Bill Shearman, by the way, everybody. [Felix and 

Shelton laugh] 
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FELIX:  Bill Shearman. [laughs] Okay!  

 

CRAMER:  [02:06]  So Ms. Evelyn, when and where were you born? 

 

SHELTON:  Wiergate, Texas . . . In east Texas.  

 

CRAMER: When? 

 

SHELTON: Beg pardon? 

 

CRAMER:  In what year? 

 

SHELTON:  September 24, 1940. 

 

CRAMER:  Okay. And did you [speaking to Mrs. Felix] mention your year, when you were 

born? 

 

FELIX:  Nobody's business. 

 

CRAMER:  [laughs] Okay, but I know it! [all laugh] Okay, and, Mrs. Dorothy what were your 

parents' names? 

 

FELIX: Earl Hartman and [Loraine?] Fischer Hartman. She remarried, Cole. 
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CRAMER: Okay. And what about you? 

 

SHELTON: Mine. . . [Casey?] Gasaway and Frankie Gasaway. 

 

CRAMER: Okay. And, each of you . . . Where were you families . . . Where is your family 

from? What brought them to Mossville? 

 

FELIX: My family . . . Or both parents were from this area also. My mom was from a 

little section called Lockport [Louisiana] which is just . . . Not too far from here. My father is 

from this also. . . From a little further down, maybe a mile away. This was his home on the 

highway, Highway 90. His parents moved there . . . I don't remember the year, but that's the only 

place I've known him to be, is up there on the highway.  

 

CRAMER: What are your grandparents' names? We'll start with your dad's parents. 

 

FELIX: My dad's parents was Allie Hartman and Tom Hartman. My mom's parents was 

Irene Lee Fischer, and my grandfather was Frank Fischer. I can even go back to my great-

grandparents.  

 

CRAMER: Please do. 
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FELIX: My dad's was Tom Hartman and Cora Hartman. That was my dad's grandparents. 

My mom's grandparents was [Lonise?] Lee, Lonise [Cotlong?] Lee. Then her husband was Jim 

Lee. So that's my great. Yes. So, I can witness seven generations. 

 

CRAMER: [04:23]  Now where were your grandparents from? 

 

FELIX: They were from this area. All of my grandparents were from this area. I'm not 

quite sure about . . . I said all of them . . . I'm not quite sure about that great-grandfather.    I'm 

not . . .  He's not from this immediate area. He's from somewhere away, and I'm not sure where. 

 

CRAMER: Okay. What about you, Mrs. Evelyn? Where were your . . . Tell me about your 

parents. 

 

SHELTON: My parents . . . My grandparents on my dad's side were Bob Gasaway, and my 

grandmother was Lily Gasaway. My grandfather was a barber . . . That's what he did for a living. 

On my mom's side, my grandfather was . . . Getting back to my dad's side . . . They lived in 

Texas . . . Wiergate, Texas . . . which is a little town near Newton, Texas. If you know where 

Newton or Jasper, Texas . . . Okay, well, in that vicinity. Okay, and my mom . . . My mom's 

parents are David Spikes and Della Spikes. David came from Georgia. From what I can 

understand, he was a freed slave when he came to Louisiana. They sharecropped, did a lot of 

farming. 

 

CRAMER: Yes. 
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SHELTON: [06:05]  They were from Bancroft, Louisiana, which is near . . . between 

DeQuincy and DeRidder, I believe, okay. [laughs] 

 

CRAMER: Do you know why they came to Mossville? 

 

SHELTON:  Oh . . . 

 

CRAMER: Or why they came to this area? 

 

SHELTON:  I know why my mom . . .  

 

CRAMER: Sure. 

 

SHELTON:  And Dad . . . 

 

CRAMER: Yes, please. 

 

SHELTON:  Because they were looking for a better life for their family. And at that time, after 

the war, after the Depression, many of the families were moving to different sections of the 

country for better life . . . So, they came to Louisiana. They heard, you know, about the 

industries. That was in 1943.  

 

CRAMER: So what kind of work did your dad do? 
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SHELTON:  [06:50]  He worked at Cities Service [oil and gas company, now Citgo]. He 

started off as a laborer. When he retired, he was a truck driver. He did truck-driving for many 

years.  

 

CRAMER: And did your mom work outside the home? 

 

SHELTON:  Yes. Not until we got up in age. I mean, she started school after most of us started 

school. Then she worked outside . . . She worked at the school as a cook. But she stayed home 

with us until most of us got into school. 

 

FELIX:  She was our seamstress. 

 

SHELTON:  Oh yeah! She did a lot of sewing. 

 

FELIX:  She did a lot of sewing! 

 

SHELTON:  Yeah, we stayed in pretty little dresses, frilly dresses. [laughs] 

 

CRAMER:  And what did your parents do, Dorothy? 

 

FELIX:  [07:40]  My father worked for a company called [Sauter?] as a truck-driver. . . 

Lumber company. He worked for them so many years. That was my father. Now, my mom was 

at home during the time we were growing up. Then she started working out. My grandfather was 
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a well-digger, a horse-tamer. [laughs] He also worked at the plant called Kellogg at that time. It's 

now called . . . Gosh, what’s that plant named y'all, when you go down . . . 

 

SHELTON:  My memory is bad. 

 

FELIX: Mine is bad, but I can remember it was Kellogg . . . I remember it was Kellogg. I 

remember it was now. 

 

SHELTON: I remember Kellogg.  

 

FELIX: Yeah, that's where he was, Kellogg. 

 

SHELTON:  I remember that name now.  

 

FELIX:  But I forgot who took the place . . . Is right down there. 

 

CRAMER: What did they do? What was the plant manufacturing? 

 

FELIX: What was Kellogg, at that time? At that time . . . That's back in the 40s. 

 

SHELTON: That's 40s. We were little girls.  
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FELIX: [08:45]  Probably chemicals, now that we're dying of. Just like then. [laughs] And 

it carried on.  

 

SHELTON: Yes. 

 

FELIX: Yes, but that was the name of it, Kellogg. K-E-L-L-O-G-G, I think. 

 

CRAMER: What kind of schooling did each of your parents have? 

 

FELIX:          My mom went as far as the seventh grade. They all went up to that age, the 

seventh grade. With the understanding and the knowledge they had, they have more common 

sense and knowledge and wisdom than these kids that are getting college degrees and everything 

now. Because, if they had not had the understanding and the knowledge that they had, I don't 

believe they would have survived and done as well as they did. Because, they were smart people. 

They may not . . . Some of them could not write, read and write, but they had it up here. You 

could not out-think them. They had the wits, and they were . . . You know, I was blessed to just 

grow up and see how well they could survive and do things and understand. It’s just . . . It's just 

amazing. To see some of what's going on nowadays. Some of those children’s minds. They have 

technology, but as far as that wisdom up there . . . 

 

SHELTON: The reason. 
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CRAMER: [10:04]  And one of the things I'm doing to do, too, when we come back for the 

next interviews . . . I'm going to come back and dig around a little bit, even deeper, to find out 

more about your parents and your grandparents and that sort of thing. One thing I'd like to say 

for the listeners, too   . . . Since we have two people, I'm going to extend the session, because we 

don't have anybody signed up for this 1:30 session . . . We don't have somebody signed up for 

the 1:30 session. So, I don't want to rush this. I think this is a good interview, and I want to 

continue on with it. So I'm going to continue on with it for a little bit longer. 

 

FELIX: I did mention . . . I didn't mention, too . . . The reason for being here . . . 

 

CRAMER: Yes. 

 

FELIX: Is that we were in that section over there, that PPG [a chemical and material 

manufacturer] is right now, and we saw no hope there . . . That is was not going to develop, that 

it was not going to do anything. So, I won't go into the big story . . . Then we moved to this 

section. This is the section that was founded during the 1700s. I hear some people say in the 

1800s. This was found by an African-American man. The reason is because that was during a 

time where racial problems were all . . . Very strong. Most of the people that came here were 

looking for a safe haven . . . Somewhere that they could be away from all the hostility and all the 

cruelty that was going on. So, one by one, families moved in. When we moved in here, it was 

mostly woods . . . 

 

SHELTON: Yes, [rural?]. 
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FELIX: [11:27]  Just primitive-style living. So, we were able to come here, live here, and 

see the town develop into a very good neighborhood where we saw homes develop . . . We saw 

stores, we saw little cafes. A lot of things changed, too. That was during the time that . . . When 

it grew, we had a very good place to live. We did not have to worry about closing the doors at 

night and running from this. It was just a healthy environment. It was clean . . . We did all the 

gardening and the fishing . . . Everything that you needed, you had it here. This was a very 

healthy environment to live in. That's why we're here. 

 

CRAMER: So where exactly did you live? 

 

FELIX: I live where PPG is housed . . . PPG plant is over near the freeway, whatever . . . 

Pete Manena road. We were in a little section there where we lived. 

 

CRAMER: Did it have a neighborhood name? 

 

FELIX: It wasn't but about . . . I think it was seven homes there. That was family 

members. So, when one moved, they all moved to this section. It was divided in a section, but it 

did not have a little community name. We were just glad to be there and glad to get out. That was 

where we were. [Shelton laughs] It was seven homes that were there. When everybody left, they 

all left at the same time. 

 

CRAMER: [12:55]  And what about you? [directed to Shelton] 
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SHELTON:    My mom . . . My daddy went to the eighth grade. My mom finished school. She 

spent one . . . One year in college, at Prairieview E & M. Then they came this way. But she 

started having babies, so . . . [laughs] She never did go back to college. But she thought 

education . . . Both of them really instilled in us to get an education. Many times, we would . . . 

for entertainment, we'd sit on the floor around her . . . on the floor. She would read from the The 

Book of Facts and drill us at night. Daddy would drill us at night. We had the kerosene lamps at 

that time. He'd drill us on math facts and computational skills and whatnot. It was all fun for us. 

 

CRAMER: So where did you live? 

 

SHELTON: [14:03]  Where did I live? On Prater Road.  

 

CRAMER: Okay, okay. 

 

SHELTON: Well, as a matter of fact, we were neighbors. 

 

CRAMER: Okay. 

 

SHELTON: We were neighbors. 

 

CRAMER: Alright. 
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SHELTON: When we moved . . . First, we started, I think . . . First, we lived on Old Spanish 

Trail. Near the track. Yes, down here. Then we moved on Prater Road because my parents rented 

from her grandfather and . . . So, we were neighbors. 

 

CRAMER: Alright. 

 

SHELTON: We grew up like sisters at that time. 

 

CRAMER: So where did y'all go to school? 

 

FELIX AND SHELTON: [14:44]  [in unison] Mossville Elementary. 

 

CRAMER: Where was that? 

 

FELIX AND SHELTON: [in unison] Right here where we're sitting. [laughs] 

 

CRAMER: Where was that? 

 

FELIX AND SHELTON: [in unison] Right here where we're sitting. [laughs] 

 

FELIX: And then we graduated from that, down there. 
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CRAMER:  [14:53]  So, the Mossville Elementary School was right here where the 

Rigmaiden Recreation Center is today? 

 

SHELTON:  Right. It was a two-room building on stilts. 

 

FELIX:  Yes. 

 

SHELTON:  And we would play underneath the building. [Felix laughs] 

 

FELIX:  Yes. The room was divided by a partition. 

 

SHELTON:  For the wintertime, they had the big . . . what do you call them? Pot-belly stoves, 

you would say. 

 

FELIX:  Oh. 

 

SHELTON:  [15:20]  They would bring in . . .  

 

CRAMER:  The wood? 

 

SHELTON:   . . . the logs . . . to keep us warm. We'd put on plays, because we had a stage. The 

stage was a portable one. When we were not on the stage, the stage was underneath the building, 

and that's where we'd go, underneath the building. Play and eat . . . and share our lunches with 
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each other. It was really a close-knit, family-knit community. Everybody knew everybody. If you 

did something wrong, the neighbor could chastise you. 

 

CRAMER:  So who were your teachers?  

 

SHELTON:  Mrs. [Ezora?] Lyons was the first one.  

 

CRAMER:  Mrs. Ezora Lyons? 

 

FELIX AND SHELTON:  [in unison] [Ezora?] Lyons. 

 

SHELTON:  Later on, we had Mrs. Washington. [V. M.?] Washington. Vera Mae Washington 

was her name. Then we had Mrs. Mitchell. 

 

FELIX:  Don't forget Mrs. [?]. Mrs. [Salier?]. Do you remember Mrs. [Salier?]. 

 

SHELTON: [Salier?] Was it [Salier?]. I know Billips. 

 

FELIX: Mrs. Billips. Let's see. . . Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Billips, Mrs. Washington. Then . . . 

 

SHELTON: [indistinguishable] 
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FELIX: . . . used to teach and went to the church up there. Mrs. [Salier?] [?] went to teach 

at this church up there . . . Who else came along during that time? Then we started moving into 

Mrs. Kilgore. 

 

FELIX AND SHELTON: [discussing quietly amongst themselves] 

 

SHELTON: [16:55]  We had only the two-room building. Later on, they built another building 

on the side which housed the upper grades. 

 

FELIX:  The upper grades. 

 

SHELTON:  The cafeteria . . . the west side. 

 

CRAMER:  How many students . . . When y'all were coming up? 

 

FELIX:  [17:15]  See we had about one, two, three, four rows of students. Maybe about ten 

in a row? 

 

SHELTON:  Yeah, ten. 

 

FELIX:  When we graduate, there was twenty-two of us. 

 

SHELTON:  Yeah. 
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FELIX: I remember that . . . twenty-two of us in the graduating class. Yes. For the two. . . 

When the one building was here and we had the two rooms . . . Oh, we must've had about a 

hundred kids. 

 

SHELTON: Oh, yeah we had to have about a hundred! 

 

FELIX: [17:38]  A hundred, about a hundred kids. That's everything . . .  

 

CRAMER: What were you taught? 

 

FELIX: Taught? We were the best there is! [Felix and Shelton speak excitedly about 

testing, indistinguishable] 

 

CRAMER:  What is that? 

 

FELIX:  That used to be a test . . . You go to Baton Rouge and test you on the skills and 

all. I was number six! 

 

SHELTON:  We always ranked with the highest. 

 

CRAMER:  Like a standardized test? 

 

FELIX AND SHELTON:  [18:02]  [in unison] Oh yes!  
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CRAMER: What did they . . . So tell us a little bit about the school . . . about that school and 

about some of the teachers. 

 

FELIX: Oh, well, okay. I can tell you that we had [?]. Now, we might not have had all the 

modern stuff, like typewriters . . . 

 

SHELTON: Computers. 

 

FELIX: Computers and all that stuff, but we had teachers that cared. Teachers that wanted 

to make sure that you understood, that you learned what they were teaching . . . So that you 

could prepare yourself for anything. We used to have little tests on Fridays to compete with each 

other. They . . . And if the teachers saw that you were not understanding or getting . . . They 

would spend time with you after school, go to your house . . . or whatever it took to make sure 

that you were getting what you should get out of school. They did it. We had language, 

arithmetic . . . 

 

SHELTON: Math. 

 

FELIX: [19:01]  Math, geography, history. I mean . . . You learned that. You might forget 

it now  . . . If you asked me a question about it when I was growing up, I knew it. It was there. 

They made sure you got it. 

 

SHELTON: Those multiplication facts! You knew all of those. 



Dorothy Felix and Evelyn Gasaway Shelton  4700.2468  Tape 4404                                         19 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

FELIX: Oh yes, everything. You were taught. I don't care what it was, what it took. . . 

You were taught. 

 

SHELTON: Our books were not usable and such, but we used them. They were given to us 

after they had been used by the other schools. That's fact. 

 

CRAMER: By other schools, what do you mean? The white schools? 

 

SHELTON: Yes. That's a fact. That happened. 

 

FELIX: [19:46]  Hand-me-down books, that's what they were. But . . . 

 

SHELTON: Tattered and torn. But we were happy to get them. 

 

FELIX: But we had the teachers. I would have put our teachers up against any teacher . . . 

because they made sure you got that work. 

 

SHELTON: Another thing. . . They saw to it that we left from just right here in Mossville. 

They would take us on trips to see the capitol of Louisiana. They would take us to New Orleans 

to see St. Louis Cathedral, the Cabildo. Several . . . The Tabasco factory. The Evangeline oaks 

where Edgar Allen Poe sat under the tree and wrote the poem . . . 
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FELIX: [20:33]  Things that were interesting. I mean, they were really, really trips you 

could get something out of. We had our glee clubs. We had our little organizations that we went 

to, if you were an honor student. Delta? 

 

SHELTON: Delta . . . Sigma Theta. 

 

FELIX: Sundays . . . 

 

CRAMER:  And y'all were classmates? [Felix and Shelton speaking to one another, 

indistinguishable] 

 

FELIX: Yes, yes. 

 

CRAMER: And what year did y'all graduate? 

 

SHELTON: 1958. 

 

CRAMER: Okay and so, you started high school in fifty-four, then. Probably, right? 

 

FELIX AND SHELTON: [in unison] Yes. 

 

SHELTON: [21:08]  We had to go to Washington High for our ninth grade. 
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CRAMER: Where's Washington High? 

 

FELIX: Lake Charles. It's no longer Washington High now, but it was then on Opelousas 

Street, near Prater and all that. That's where we had to go. We were bussed to go there, because 

we were not allowed to go to the white schools here. We passed by Westlake. [Felix and Shelton 

laugh] 

 

SHELTON: The kids from Vinton, Sulphur, and Westlake were bussed in to Mossville High. 

 

CRAMER: I tell you what . . . When I come back and do interview number two, which I 

know y'all want do, right? We're going to go a little more into detail on that . . . I'm kind of going 

to skip ahead, too. Because the other things I want to talk to y'all about . . . mentioned gardening. 

So I’m kind of going to go back into that at some point . . . Livestock, a description of the house, 

the creeks, the wells. You know what I mean? To really kind of paint a picture of what Mossville 

was like at the time . . . what this area was like at the time. So, I'm going to skip ahead a little bit 

. . . Well, actually, if you . . . If you don't mind indulging me, I know you were young at the time 

during World War II . . . But do you have some insight on how Mossville changed during that 

time period? 

 

FELIX: [22:28]  Well, yeah it changed because it got better! Like I said, we came out here 

it was mostly a wooded area. It wasn't much to go on. Then, little by little, they couldn't do 

everything fast and quick and in a hurry because of the economy . . . But they were able to start 

building because everybody . . .  All families helped each other. Even when you had maybe a 
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home that didn't have but one bedroom and they wanted to add another bedroom, then other 

families would help each other make sure that that was done.  

 You saw the place begin to grow. It didn't start growing really until after, you know, you 

start getting the streets in. We just got sewage in, not long ago. [Felix and Shelton laugh] So it 

didn't grow fast, but we had to deal with the wells . . .  We had to deal with no running water. We 

had to deal with no lights. We had all of that to deal with, and we saw all of those things 

changing. It meant a lot to see    . . . Because, when we first got our lights, woo! It was a different 

city because it was lit up. 

 

SHELTON: When we first had . . . When the TVs first came in . . . 

 

FELIX:  Right! [laughs] [Felix and Shelton speaking over one another, indistinguishable] 

 

SHELTON: [. . . ?] We'd go there, looking for TVs. Black and white TVs. 

 

FELIX: Black and white TV. We had a room there with all the kids gathered around . . . 

would come around and watch TV. What year was that, when we got the lights? 

 

SHELTON: Oh, I don't know. 

 

FELIX: [24:01]  I remember [?] going around and asking for people to sign the petition to 

get the lights. I mean, [Ham?] Reed was . . . 
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SHELTON: Yeah, was the sheriff.  

 

FELIX: Ham Reed. 

 

CRAMER: Who's papa? 

 

FELIX: Oh, my grandfather. [laughs] 

 

CRAMER: Okay, okay. 

 

FELIX: I believe Ham Reed was in office then. It was Ham Reed, [Picard?] was around 

here. Brian was the one that started Bel Air . . . Brian. You know that man, Brian [?]?  

 

SHELTON: Oh yeah, yeah I know him. 

 

FELIX: He started Bel Air, and we saw Bel Air change. But the year . . . It had to be the    

late . . .  

 

SHELTON: Fifties? 

 

FELIX: The early . . . It had to be the late forties. 

 

SHELTON: [24:38]  And the early fifties. 
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FELIX: Fifties. Like I said, sewage just got here. 

 

CRAMER: You said dirt . . . There were dirt roads before you got streets? 

 

FELIX: Oh yes. 

 

SHELTON: Yes. 

 

FELIX: We didn't . . . This is the only paved road, the OST [Old Spanish Trail]. Our road 

was dirt roads . . . I mean, it was dirt roads. You get bogged . . . It would rain, it would get 

muddy, and all of that stuff. 

 

SHELTON: Oh yeah. 

 

FELIX: We didn't see that until . . . I'd say maybe the late forties and early fifties. 

 

SHELTON: Had to be. 

 

FELIX:  [25:03]  Had to be the late forties . . . because we came [?] in the forties and it 

was not done . . . Because I remember we missed the [?] . . . So, it had to be the late forties. 
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CRAMER: So, you mention a community. You mentioned Papa . . . You mentioned Ham 

Reed. Who were some of the community leaders at the time, when you were growing up . . . in 

the forties and fifties? 

 

FELIX: Okay now, we were . . . We've always been a parish, and a [?] community.  

 

SHELTON: [sneezes] 

 

CRAMER: Bless you. 

 

FELIX: Ham Reed was one of those politicians. He was from Lake Charles. He was . . . 

Ham Reed, he was a sheriff. 

 

SHELTON: He was a sheriff. 

 

FELIX: Sheriff, yeah. He was a sheriff out here. But in order to be nice . . . to get votes, he 

was nice to [laughs] the community members here. Therefore, you know, he kind of catered to 

you in a sense . . . to help you get what you really needed. That's who that was. Papa was my 

grandfather 

 

SHELTON: Yes. 
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FELIX: [25:59]  That was a strong man. He was . . . He had a lot of wits and a lot of 

common sense. 

 

CRAMER: Now, which grandfather was he? 

 

FELIX: My mom's. 

 

CRAMER: So his name was . . . ? 

 

FELIX: [26:07]  Frank Fischer.   

 

CRAMER: Okay. 

 

FELIX: Frank Fischer. 

 

CRAMER: AKA [also known as] Papa? 

 

FELIX AND SHELTON: [talking excitedly, indistinguishable] 

 

FELIX: [26:14]  He used to . . . I used to like to watch him working with his wild horses. 

When a horse is born, they're wild . . . So, therefore you had to tame them. He did a lot of that. 

We used to ride horses. I can remember when we rode a horse one time . . . me and my sister 

Barbara. We [rode that horse through?] Maplewood. That horse saw a . . . They used to say "see 
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a ghost." That horse saw a ghost and ran away and knocked us off that horse! [laughs] I didn't 

want to ride a horse ever since. My arm was in a sling for I don't know how long. 

 

CRAMER: [26:50]  You said you had horses then, growing up? 

 

FELIX: He had horses. He had cows. Yeah, we grew around all of that kind of stuff. . . 

Because, what he didn't have. . . He had the horses and the cows. We also had guineas and 

turkeys and stuff like that. Then, on the highway, my grandparents had the pork, the guineas 

again, and all that stuff . . . the sugarcane syrup. They made syrup and all that kind of stuff. So, 

one family had this and the other family had that. That's the way it was. 

 

CRAMER: So you grew cane to make the syrup? 

 

FELIX: Oh, yeah. Yes. 

 

SHELTON:  We did that . . . My mother taught me how. 

 

FELIX: He had a whole field behind the house, yes. 

 

CRAMER:  Wow. There's so much that we want to come back and talk with you about. . . 

But, to kind of start wrapping things up, one of the things I want to ask you is . . . What places 

were some of the most important places in Mossville when you were growing up? 
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FELIX: [27:50]  The school's one. 

 

SHELTON: School was the most important. 

 

FELIX: Yes, because that's where you met your friends. You were with your friends. 

 

FELIX AND SHELTON: [discussing school and friendship, indistinguishable] 

 

FELIX: School was one of the most important things. Then, the church was a good place 

to be. I was Methodist, and my father was a Holiness Sanctified. She . . . my grandmother, which 

is my dad's mom, used to cook and cook for everybody. They would have picnics on the grounds 

. . . Because sometimes they'd go to church and stay at church all day long. Therefore, they 

would put that food on that wagon and bring it to the church. I could leave my church because I 

was Methodist, and I would go down there and eat. [laughs] 

 

SHELTON: We had about three churches then.  

 

FELIX: Three, yes! See we had. . .  

 

SHELTON: Mt. Zion, The Holiness Church, and the Methodist church. The Methodist church 

was there on the corner of . . .  

 

FELIX AND SHELTON: Prater Road. 
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SHELTON: [28:43]  And Old Spanish Trail. Mt. Zion was there at the end. . .  

 

FELIX: Right there. It must've been a [?]. You had other churches way down there. 

 

SHELTON: Across the track. [Felix and Shelton discussing churches, indistinguishable] 

 

FELIX: On this end, on this side. That had to be the . . . Sanctified Church [Felix and 

Shelton discussing churches, indistinguishable] 

 

CRAMER:  Which church is still standing? 

 

FELIX: [29:06]  Neither one. The Mt. Zion is remodeled. It's still there. The original 

church is not there, but it's still there. That's the oldest. I think they celebrated a hundred and 

forty eight years . . .  

 

SHELTON: I believe so. 

 

FELIX: Not long ago. My church . . . Hurricane Rita destroyed it. We did not rebuild 

because it was going to cost too much. They just tore that one down last June. 

 

SHELTON: Yeah, yeah. 

 

FELIX: Was that right? 
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SHELTON: Yes. 

 

FELIX: The Morning Star. 

 

SHELTON: Morning Star Christ Sanctified Church. 

 

CRAMER:  [29:35]  What other places? Where there any other places where, you know, the 

young folks gathered? 

 

SHELTON: Another entertainment they had, [?] 

 

FELIX: Yeah, oh yeah. 

 

CRAMER: What was that? 

 

SHELTON: [29:44]  It was a club. But for children, for us, we had Ms. Lula's place. We called 

it . . .  

 

CRAMER: What's that? 

 

SHELTON: We called it the canteen. We'd go there on Sundays. That's where we'd dance and 

[. . . ?] meet our friends.  
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CRAMER: Yeah? 

 

SHELTON: At that time, they had . . . built us a swimming pool across. . . 

 

FELIX: Over there. 

 

SHELTON: From the school. We had the swimming pool and the canteen. That was all our 

entertainment other than church and school. [laughs] 

 

CRAMER: So, music-wise . . . Just curiously, what kind of music would be played? 

 

FELIX: We were kids who would get along and play together. Didn't have to get into too 

much trouble, got along well. She has a brother that was growing up when we were growing up, 

and he used to be our preaching when we'd have church. [laughs] 

 

SHELTON: He's a preacher now! 

 

FELIX: He's a real preacher now! [laughs] [Felix, Shelton, and Cramer laugh and discuss, 

speaking over one another, indistinguishable] [. . . ?] Coke bottles with a rope hanging out of 

them! [everyone laughing more] We had a good time. 

 

SHELTON: Oh, yeah. 
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FELIX: We will never, never say that we hate those moments that we had to live. 

 

SHELTON: No. 

 

FELIX: [31:04]  It was precious. It was . . . I always say, it's the best little town in the 

world to be in . . . because we do not have to worry about so crime. You have crime everywhere, 

but the kind of crime that we have here . . . If somebody did something to some family here, you 

can always track it down and find out who did it. You can go right to the source. 

 

SHELTON:  Talk to them. 

 

FELIX:   . . . and go to it. It's not like some stranger coming here and being here . . . Yeah, 

no, no. That's why I continue to say . . . When I leave here, I want to be able to compare the 

place I relocate to a Mossville. That's why I'm not so hasty in going to just anything. I want to be 

able to live in a community that I can almost compare to Mossville. It won't be Mossville, but it 

would be almost. 

 

SHELTON: Yeah. 

 

CRAMER:  [31:59]  So what's the one thing that is not out there in history books . . . and that 

hasn't been said by anybody yet . . . that you would like people to know about Mossville? 

 

FELIX:  [pauses] Mossville was . . .  
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SHELTON: Best little close-knit town that you ever want to be in. 

 

FELIX:  [. . . ?] Mossville was a safe haven for African-Americans to live in. It might have 

been one of the largest African-American sections in this area. So, therefore, it was a very safe 

place for African-Americans to be, because it was one hundred percent African-Americans. It 

was located far enough from the hostility, that they had nothing to worry about . . .  Just live like 

a big family. 

 

SHELTON:     [32:50]  You know this town produced [recorder feedback and rustling papers] 

a lot of . . . Well, educated people and entrepreneurs . . . I even had that written down. Like I 

have down here . . . A well-travelled community activist, Dorothy Hartman . . .[Felix and 

Shelton laugh] was a Mossville graduate. Oh, yeah! So many other things. We produced a lot of 

firsts . . . firsts here and [papers loudly rustling] firsts there. It produced a lot of successful 

people, entrepreneurs . . . operators, plant operators, plant supervisors, accountants, engineers. A 

lot of them came from right here. . . Mossville, the Mossville High.  

 

FELIX: Teachers that we had! [laughs] Those caring teachers. 

 

SHELTON: Yes, yes. [Felix interjects something, laughs, indistinguishable] Nurses, doctors    

. . . 

 

FELIX: Yes, yes. 
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SHELTON: Doctor [?]. A priest.  

 

FELIX: Like I say, I wouldn't trade this for no other community in the world. 

 

CRAMER:  Thank y'all so much, both of you, for sharing your stories with us today. On 

behalf of the center, and on behalf of the museum and everybody here, I just can't express 

enough gratitude to you for participating in this project. With that, I'd like to close this interview, 

but I'll let y'all think about doing interview number two and finishing up at some point in time. 

 

FELIX: [34:21]  You know, I think it's going to take a long time for this to be finished. 

There is so much that can be said and that needs to be said and should be said. As she said . . . 

I've travelled quite a bit. Even though I hate travelling, I've travelled a lot just to be able to make 

sure that our community gets . . . or is noticed . . . and get recognition for a lot of things. I was 

even invited to . . . Barbara [Batson?] invited me to one of the hearings there in Washington D.C. 

It's things like that that I want to have here. One of the other main things that . . . There's an 

organization, MEAN. The organization I'm with . . . It's Mossville Environmental Action Now. 

Mossville . . . Mean . . . together with Monique Hartman, Natalie Walker, Wilma Subra . . . were 

able to file the first ever, in the United States, human rights petition in Washington DC. That was 

because they had put that together so well that it could not be denied. That is one of the main 

things that I want everybody to know. 

 

SHELTON: To know. 
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FELIX: [35:38]  It is the only one ever filed in the United States. I have . . .  

 

CRAMER:  That is very . . .  

 

SHEARMAN:  Could you repeat that please? 

 

FELIX: Oh! [laughs] 

 

CRAMER:  We've got it on tape. 

 

FELIX: I have it right here! I brought it so you could see I'm telling you the truth. [all 

laugh, audio feedback] Mossville Environmental Action Now, which is also known as MEAN, 

along with Monique Hartman, Wilma Subra, Natalie Walker . . . In March of 2005 filed a first 

ever human rights petition in the United States. It had never been one filed before we did that. It 

was filed with the . . . Let's see . . . Organization of American . . . Washington D.C. We 

physically went over and handed those documents to that organization. That was in March of . . . 

March 7, 2005.  

 

CRAMER: Alright, well we're going to go ahead and close this up so we can burn these CDS 

and get them to you . . . and get you to sign the paperwork. Again, thank you ladies so very, very 

much. 

 

FELIX: I have the . . . 
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[36:55] 

[End Tape 4404. End Session I.] 


