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[Begin Tape 4624. Begin Session I.] 
 
 
CHELSEA ARSENEAULT: Go ahead. Alright I’m here today with Ms. Jawanna . . . I 

say Jawanna. It’s Jawanna?  

 

JAWANNA HUNTSBERRY: [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Jawanna Mayo in her home in Lake Charles [Louisiana] and this is June 

the third, 2016. And we’re talking about her memories of Mossville today. So we can just start 

with just you state your name for the recording.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [00:19]  Jawanna Mayo Huntsberry. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Can you spell it please? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: J-A-W-A-N-N-A  M-A-Y-O  H-U-N-T-S-B-E-R-R-Y. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And your parents, where were they from? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [00:31]  My parents, they was raised out in Lacassine [Louisiana] and 
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they came from St. Landry’s Parish. Then Daddy went to Lacassine and came back, but they was 

born and raised down in the Sunset area before they moved to Westlake [Louisiana]. 

 

ARSENEAULT: How did they meet? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [00:58]  I think she was working at a night club called Joy Hill. And they 

met there at Joy Hill and the original in Westlake in 1957, the night of Aubrey. Hurricane 

Aubrey [referring to Hurricane Audrey] hit. That’s when they moved; that night, to Mossville. 

 

KYLE TANGLAO:      Can I take your picture? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Hmm? 

 

TANGLAO: Can I take your picture? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [01:25]  Oh, yeah. Sure, that’s fine. 

 

ARSENEAULT: That’s interesting. They moved the night of the hurricane? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Night of the hurricane. He’s . . . they . . . My brother was saying how he 

had put them on they back because the water was so high, and he just brought them out the water 

and they moved in Mossville that night. 
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ARSENEAULT: Wow. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah. They survived all of that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [01:46]  We can definitely talk more about that. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And what about your grandparents? What do you know about them? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: My grandparents was Pinky Mayo and Ethan. I have never met Ethan 

because when I was born, he was already deceased. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So Pinky was the wife? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [02:03]  Pinky was the wife. She was a midwife. She was . . . Her parents 

came from Tennessee. And so Pinky, she died on March the . . . third I think it was. Hold on, let 

me get it for you. Leave that on. 

 

ARSENEAULT: She died March the third? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah, March the third of 1971, and she was a hundred and thirteen years 

old . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  When she passed. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. So . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: What do you remember about her? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [02:39]  Oh, Lord. Everything, honey. It’s amazing I do. I used to go over 

there and we used to have gardens, and we used to do the sugarcane. She had sugarcane fields. 

And we used to pick sugarcanes and stuff like that. And then she raised animals. She had two 

white geeses. Lord have mercy that was her pets. And honey she didn’t mind sicking them on 

you. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Really? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, yes. So I remember a lot about her and my grandfather. Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Where did they live? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [03:07]  They lived on Prince Street in Mossville. 
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ARSENEAULT: Press Street? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Prince. Prince.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Prince? So, okay. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Prince Street in Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. I didn’t know there was sugarcane! 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [03:18]  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Sugarcane! Sugarcane fields, really? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah, well they raised they own sugarcane. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, okay. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Phone ringing] Jesus, who is this? That’s my daughter. Turn my phone 

off. They raised they sugarcane. They had sugarcane, corn, and stuff like that. We all had to pick 

all of that stuff. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [03:38]  Wow.  
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HUNTSBERRY: And we did all of that when we were small, so. Oh, I remember a lot. The 

cows, the horses, we had it all. And back then in them days when we was coming up, we lived 

off the land. Everything was raised. The little things we’ll . . . Momma might send to the store is 

like [phone ringing] that’s my daughter. Sorry. 

 

ARSENEAULT: It’s okay. Do you want us to pause it so you can answer? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [04:03]  Yeah [break in tape]. So . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Like I said, Grandma Pinky was a midwife. 

 

ARSENEAULT: She was a midwife, okay. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: She was a midwife. And she . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [04:13]  Was that her nickname? Pinky? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Disagrees]. That was her name. Pinky.  

 

ARSENEAULT: That was her real name? 
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HUNTSBERRY: Pinky was her name. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Pinky was her name. Pinky Catlon Mayo. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Catlon? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Catlon. 

 

ARSENEAULT: How do you spell Catlon? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [04:25]  Catlon was C-A-T-L-O-N. They spelled it different things 

because her mother was like C-A-T-A-L-O-N. It’s so many different spellings back then. You 

have to look at all of them to even do it. [Baby crying][snaps fingers, talking to grandson] Put his 

ball in his mouth. So you have to look at all the different spellings and stuff. So, back then, but 

my grandmother and her sisters, they all lived . . . Aunt Minerva was her sister. She lived to be a 

hundred and eight years old. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Was that Minerva Moss? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Minerva Palm. 
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ARSENEAULT: Palm? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [05:00]  [Agrees]. She lived to be a hundred and eight. Then her other 

sister, Aunt [Lanine?] she was eighty one years old when she died. So, but they had some 

longevities. Then her brother, Grandma Pinky’s brother was Francois, they call him Francis, but 

he used to hop trains all the time and that’s how he got killed in the 1900s. Hopping the train, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What do you think contributed to their longevity? Why did they live so      

. . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Well because them back there, people lived on lands and stuff like that. 

We didn’t have all the chemicals and all that stuff. The lands was really rich back then. And 

that’s what me and my brother was talking about. We didn’t have all the sickness. The colds and 

all that stuff. We didn’t have all of that when we was coming up. We didn’t have all of that 

because we lived on the land. We did. Everything we raised, we raised. Chickens, horses, we had 

cows, we had pigs, and that’s how people lived back then. And really when people died, they 

died mostly with pneumonia, the elder people, or they just old age. So we was talking about that 

the other day. How we look at the sickness now versus the sickness when we was coming up. We 

didn’t have all that. We didn’t have . . . you didn’t hear it at all. Because like I said, people lived 

good and they all worked. They worked, so. They worked, so but it was . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [06:17]   What brought your grandparents here from Tennessee? 
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HUNTSBERRY: I don’t know. That’s what I’m researching. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: We’re doing the research on that. [Baby crying] Give him his bottle, baby. 

We’re doing the research on that. And then the majority of my people now, they . . . Who would 

know, they deceased, but they didn’t like to talk about that because they didn’t want you to know 

that they shacked up or stuff like that. They didn’t want you to know that, but they . . . But y’all 

did it. Y’all did it and I found it, so. Y’all did it, so. But they didn’t want you to know about that. 

So I don’t know, but we researching because my great great grandma would be Charlotte, that’s 

Pinky’s mom, that I found in the 1880s. I can’t find her anymore. I can’t find her, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [07:03]  Was she . . . were they . . . did they work on plantations or 

anything like that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: My grandfather’s wife was . . . That’s her up there. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, wow. She’s beautiful. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. That’s Elma Mae [Verdine?]. They had the Verdine Plantation.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [07:20]  She looks Creole a little bit.  
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HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. That was . . . Verdine’s plantation, so they worked back there 

called . . . Back then at the time called Lockport, Louisiana. And that’s . . . Now that’s where all 

the plants is at now. Because my grandpa and all of them worked there after he came back from 

the war in nineteen . . . he went to the . . . he was drafted in 1918, no 1917 and 1918. 

 

ARSENEAULT: This was your grandfather? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: My grandfather. He was drafted into the war, but he served two years 

there that I found. 

 

ARSENEAULT: That must have been World War I? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT: World War I? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [07:53]  Yeah, and he was . . . That was Edison. He was . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: Edison? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Edison, yeah. He went to the war . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow. 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [08:03]  . . . for that time and then he married her. She died in 1925. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So the army was still segregated at that point? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah. Yeah. So it’s . . . unreal. This is good to do. It’s good to do. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: It’s good to do. Like I said he died, my grandpa, he died in ’71 too.  

 

ARSENEAULT: This is Edison.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [08:32]  This is Edison. Edison died in ’71. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you know what he did in the army? What his job was? Was it the 

army? Or was it the navy, or something? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: No, I think it was the army. It said drafted. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [08:47]  Drafted . . .  

 

HUNTSBERRY: Hold on let me give you the papers. 
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ARSENEAULT: Sure. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Sit down, baby. Okay Dana . . . These kids. I know I had it. Get your 

brother, baby. Get your brother. 

 

CHILD: I’m gonna pick him up. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [09:15]  No, do not. Ethan went . . . Ethan, his son, went . . . 

 

CHILD:  No he don’t want the bottle. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  His brother I mean. Ethan was his brother. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Ethan went to the army . . . I thought I had his papers, too. Thought I 

printed it. I got Ethan’s, but why I don’t have his in? I don’t . . . I thought I had it here. 

 

CHILD:  He cries a lot. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [09:54]  He’s a baby, huh? 

 

CHILD: Yeah.  
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HUNTSBERRY: Okay how about go put his bottle in his mouth for Maw maw please? 

 

CHILD: He don’t want that bottle. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: No I don’t think it said because I was just looking at it a while ago. I had 

pulled it up. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [10:08]  But he did get . . . He got drafted into . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah he got drafted. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Drafted. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  He got drafted but it didn’t say on there. It just . . . I was trying to look at 

his papers. I said I was going to go over to the post office and print it. I mean to the library. I 

thought I had it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did anyone in your family talk about him?  

 

HUNTSBERRY: About him in the army? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [Disagrees]. No, no they never did. They never did. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [10:31]  Wow. Did they say anything else about him, or? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  He was a quiet man. He was very quiet. And he’ll go to work and [baby 

crying] . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you want us to pause it? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Pause it, baby. Please. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [10:42]  Yeah, sure [break in tape]. Turn it on, Kyle.  

 

TANGLAO: Okay we’re rolling. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I’m going to read this for the recording. It says, “Ms. Pinky Mayo a 

hundred and thirteen of Route 2 Box 1995 Westlake died at 8:30 AM today March third in a 

local hospital. Survivors include two children, eight grandchildren, thirty-five great 

grandchildren, and seven great great grandchildren. Gilmore Funeral Home is in charge of 

arrangements. This picture was taken while Ms. Mayo was a patient.” Wow. A hundred and 

thirteen. That’s wild.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [11:16]  Yep she was a hundred and thirteen. She was the mother of the 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jawanna Huntsberry         4700.2667          Tape 4624                                                             15 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

church, and baby trust me, you had to go to church. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What church was it? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Philadelphia of God and Christ. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [11:25]  Where was that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: That was in . . . Like you’re going to Westlake at the time. It was on Old 

Spanish Trail. Now they done moved it right in the area behind Prince Street, back up in there. 

They moved it after they . . . The plants had bought that. So they moved it, the church. But yeah 

she was a little wise little lady there. She was the mother of the church. Church didn’t start until 

she got there. It was amazing. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What is the mother of the church? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: They call them mothers of the church, the elderly lady, whoever’s the 

oldest, they would call them mothers. It’s just like . . . It’s just a respect they had for them. And 

even the pastor, he would sit in the pulpit and he won’t even move. Church was quiet. He won’t 

even say anything until she got there. And when she got there, then church started. It’s amazing 

how we’ll . . . my daddy would drive up and when she gets out that car, she’ll take that old 

tambourine and shake it and everybody stands up in the church. Everybody stand up and they 

start singing. And we had to sit on . . . Children, we had to sit on the front row. There wasn’t no 
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back rows like they do now. We had to sit on the front row. And it’s amazing how . . . I told my 

brother at how the old sisters were dressed all in white. They dressed in white and that’s what 

they did. But she was a little spunky little lady. She was spunky and she had wind up having . . . 

which the family, some of the family didn’t know who . . . and I laugh at them about me doing 

the research. She wind up having eight kids, but only four lived. And four of them died as 

childbirth. And when I told them that they said, “Oh, no.” I said, “Black and white don’t lie.” So 

we just laugh. We laughed about that. But like I said she was a midwife, and like I say she got 

married . . . in June of 1884 to Ethan at that time. And Ethan died . . . Her husband died January 

the twenty-fourth, 1925. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [13:32]  And she lives . . . Out lived him by so many years. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: So many years, yep she sure did. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did she remarry? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: No, she never did. She never did. No, she never did. No that’s who she 

was with. See, her and my grandfather, they stayed together and her daughter which was Easter, 

they all stayed in that house on Prince Street. They still all stayed there and that’s where we’ll go 

hang at. That’s where we went, so. And see, Edison when he . . . Edison who was my 

grandfather, who was her son, like I say he married twice. He married [Alma Verdine?], and then 

after she died, she passed away, he married [Johnnie Hartman?], so. But [Johnnie?] left him too, 

because she died after him, too. She died . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  [14:27]  Her name was Johnnie? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: We called her Johnnie.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [14:30]  Johnnie. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Johnnie [agrees]. So we had some good memories of them and my mom 

working and running the cafes and . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: What was your mom’s name? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: My mom was Mary Louise.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Catlon? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [14:45]  [Disagrees] My momma . . . My mother married my daddy who 

would be Edison’s son. My daddy is . . . Was a Mayo, my momma was an [Achan?]. She was an 

[Achan?] so they came . . . That like I said they . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: Was she related to the Reverend [Achan?]? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. Reverend [Achan?] . . . You know him? 
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ARSENEAULT:  [Agrees]. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Reverend [Achan?] was her [godchild?]. Reverend Achan’s daddy and her 

was sisters and brothers. So they got married and she used to do a lot of . . . café work all down 

there on Highway 90 where all the cafés and stuff. She did a lot of that work down there, and 

washed clothes, picked blueberries, canned every . . . Girl talk about the canning. I could tell you 

about the canning. We canned everything we had. We canned figs, we did figs, pears, peaches. 

She did okra, she did . . . What else she did? She did something else . . . Mayhaw jelly. She made 

mayhaw jelly. We made our own ice cream. That’s why I say we lived off the land, so . . . and 

we made stuff and we wasn’t as sick. Wasn’t as sick, so. We did good versus now; everything 

now, so. And then like I said my brother, he remember a lot too, but it was good. It was good 

coming up. We had some good days on this street. It’s so sad to go down there now and see how 

it is. It’s very sad. But we had some good time in Mossville. Yeah, so. So what else you want to 

know? About the school? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [16:30]  Let’s see, so your grandparents, they lived off the land. Do they 

work anywhere? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: My grandfather was Edison, he worked . . . called back then . . . it was 

called . . . He was a laborer and he worked at . . . it was Lockport. It was [Moore?] Company 

turned out to be after they changed the name it was Firestone. So that’s what he retired from 

Firestone, and . . . Firestone Plant. He worked back there and he did that. And they all . . . Matter 

of fact, they all worked at Lockport, all the mens back there, back in them days because as you 
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do the research you’ll see that they worked at Lockport. And . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [17:15]  What kind of plant was that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: I guess a refinery because if you look at the old pictures that’s what it . . . 

Most of it look like, so. And they did that. It was right there by the railroad track, back up in 

there. And that’s what they did. They did that kind of work, so. And like I say grandma, I don’t 

remember her working anywhere. I just remember her home cooking and taking care of us, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [17:45]  What did she cook? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, Lord. Everything. Honey you had to eat, though. Didn’t matter if you 

don’t like it, you had to eat it. And like I said she cooks them vegetables, them green vegetables 

and squash and stuff. I hate that stuff, but honey you had to eat it. If you was there . . . and I used 

to press it, “Momma please come get me. Come get me.” So they believe in cooking all of that 

stuff and I didn’t care for it as a child. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did she have like a dish that you did like? Something . . . Home cooking 

that was your favorite? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: No, not unless I can remember because I wasn’t a big eater. And even 

today I’m still not a big eater and they can’t believe the weight. I say that’s generic. And so I just 

laugh at them. They’ll laugh at me because I eat out a small bowl, but . . . and I don’t know. But 
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no, I don’t have a special dish. The things that I really liked that my mom cooked was . . . is 

always . . . And I guess I’m a sweet freak. She always had that tea cake smelling when you come 

home from school. So it was . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: She cooked it? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [18:53]  Oh, Lord. She always had something baked for us coming home 

from school. We always had something sweet. And we laughed about that because we . . . we’ll 

laugh at that now and I’ll tell the grandkids and they say, “Yeah Maw maw used to do that for us, 

too.” I say, “But yeah, okay y’all aren’t getting it from me.” So, but yeah she used to do all of 

that. So we used to . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: What is a tea cake? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [19:15]  Tea cake is like a sweet cake. It’s a cake and it’s a . . . How you 

can make like the tea cookies and stuff like that, but you just put it in a pan and make like a cake. 

Or she’ll make a peach cobbler or something . . .  It always was something sweet. You always 

had something sweet when you got off the bus, always did. Always did. But you had that big pot 

of beans on that stove and that chicken, but you had something sweet. And they believed in that, 

so. They believe in that. And like I was . . . me and my brother was talking today, one thing 

about . . . We call them “mothers of the street” in Mossville on Prater Road where they . . . like 

my daddy worked at Lake Charles Stevedore. He had the year but . . . 
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ARSENEAULT: He was a stevedore? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [19:59]  He worked at Lake Charles Stevedore, my dad Henry. Henry is 

my dad. He worked at Lake Charles Stevedore and retired from there. But he had the year, but he 

didn’t have the age because he had been working there since he was a little boy. And they would 

bring in like flour, and rice, and stuff like that. And if he brings that in, then my neighbors and 

them . . . Momma would share. And it’s amazing how we call them “mothers of the street.” They 

would share with one another. And if my neighbors butchered a pig, everybody got a piece of the 

meat. You didn’t hear nothing. Ain’t nobody talked about nobody, and that’s how they lived.  

Because they all had big kids at the time . . . Large amount of kids. We . . . It was ten of 

us, and I think Mrs. Eula had seven or eight of them, Mrs. [Maude?] had like almost ten kids. and 

I’m going to tell you, back then and there people had big kids . . . a lot of kids. And so everybody 

took care of each other. And they took . . . and them womens never talked about each other. You 

never heard a word. And she’ll tell me, “Go take that down there to Mrs. Agnes. Go give that to 

her.” Or either [Terrell?] would come bring something to Momma. But you’ll never hear them 

say nothing bad about each other. That’s how they lived. They took care of each other. And 

that’s why I told the kids, I say now if I tell you go next door and get some rice you’re going to 

hear about it. But they didn’t do that. They didn’t do that back then. Told you he was going to 

sleep. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [21:21]  He likes the sound of your voice. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. So they . . . That’s how they made it. They made it by surviving 
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and they did. My momma sewed a lot, and she taught us. She sewed a lot so every . . . we didn’t 

go every once in a blue moon to a store. Other than that she’s on the sewing machine. We made 

everything we had. We made . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: What was your mom . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [21:46]  My mother was Mary. Mary Louise. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Mary Louise. And when was she born? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Momma was born 1933. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [21:54]  She was born 1933. June of 1933. She was born to [Olazine?] 

and Josephine, that’s . . . [Olazine?] and Josephine in the color picture there. So they was . . . like 

I said they was in the Westlake area. And that’s what I said where they moved. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did her mom teach her how to sew? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: I never asked her. I never asked her because she taught us, and I never . . . 

She taught us how to crochet and everything. I never asked her because like I say, when I came 

up they was already deceased so I never asked her. Then when I started doing the family tree she 
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would laugh and she said, “Why is you digging up them dead folks?” and I’d be laughing I said, 

“Because  I want to know.” I really did. I woke up one morning and said I had a dream about my 

Grandma Pinky. And I said I’m going to find out where she come from. And that’s when it 

started me. Then I had to do both sides, which my mother’s side, I’m up to the 1700s on them.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [22:50]  What do you know about them? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, Lord. That’s the [Achans?]. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay.  

 

HUNTSBERRY: How they came here . . . They was all in the Sunset area them, and then 

my great great grandmother, and that’s what I’m going to research, she was a Cherokee Indian. 

So that’s why I’m fixing to go into the Cherokee tribe and see if I can find her, so. But they was 

all in . . . That’s on that plaque up there. So they came from . . . they was all from down east, 

them. They all came . . . that I met . . . and Abbeville and all back up in there. So I said I’m going 

to finish researching that.  

 

ARSENEAULT: She was full Cherokee? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [23:28]  Yes. Pure Cherokee. So we laughed about it because . . . we had 

a family reunion. We had a booklet with all the old pictures in it from my mom’s side so we did 

that. [Children in background] Dana, Dana . . . shhh. So we did her side. So and that’s why 
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Daddy said, “When you going to finish my side?” I said I’m going to finish it. But you see, I’m 

stuck with Grandma’s Pinky husband Ethan dad was Pete Mayo and he came from Africa on a 

Mayflower ship here in Lake Charles. A dock where the old used to be . . . Boat and [Forward?] 

used to be at. They used to have . . . The river used to run that way and that’s where the ship 

came in, and that’s where they sold them at as slaves. And so I cannot find him either.  

And I said I’m going to look because when you go into the plantation, they name them 

boy, girl, boy, girl, boy, girl, so. But on that Mayflower ship coming out of Africa, we found 

them in [Pete Mayo?]. That was it. And that was in the early part of the . . . 1700s. Yeah, 1700s. 

So because when I was in the library yesterday the lady said, “Where you been?” And I had to 

laugh because I said, “Honey I had to take a break.” Because you have to take . . . You have to 

let your mind rest. You have to let your mind rest for a [day?] especially if you’re the only one 

doing this stuff. So, you have to let your mind rest. But it’s some good research to do. It really is. 

It’s some good research. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [25:05]  I’ve see that name in some old documents. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Which one? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Mayo. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [25:09]  Mayo. And back then, it was spelled M-E-A-U . . . M-A-Y-E-U-

X . . . M-E-Y-U . . . It was something like that. It was spelled different. It wasn’t M-A-Y-O. It 

was spelled different back then. So that’s why I said you have to go back and look at all the 
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different spellings they had of it, which is good. Which is good. Which is very good, so. And 

then you have . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: Was it like a French spelling before it became M-A-Y-O? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: [25:49]  No, well I think she told me she found another spelling yesterday 

and I told her I’m going to come back because . . . And do some more research on it. It probably 

was. It probably was. It probably was. Hold on [break in tape]. The research.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  I am going to finish the research of that. But like I said, it was a . . . It was 

ten of us. It was ten of us my mom and dad had, and really eleven. My oldest brother . . . well my 

oldest brother and . . . well, my three oldest brother . . . Well the first son my mother had, he died 

of . . . they call it crib death. I think he was only a few days old or something. And he died so my 

momma had . . . When she met my daddy, she had my two brothers, Jerry and . . . I mean Alvin 

and Jerry . . . Noel. And she married my daddy and it was ten of us. And to be honest, we didn’t 

want for nothing. You look back now you say, “Ooh y’all was poor.” No we wasn’t. We was 

happy. We was happy. We had chores, we really didn’t want anything. We didn’t really want . . . 

we wasn’t want for anything. We went to school. Everybody went to school. Like I said 

Mossville . . . when I entered Mossville, Mossville was from the first grade to the twelfth grade. 

Then back in the early part of the seventies, that’s when they . . . decided to cut it to a junior 

school. And that’s when we went off to Sulphur High, us. And the other people went to Westlake 
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High. But we had fun. Now my oldest brother, he graduated from Mossville in ’69, so he 

graduated . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [27:43]  He was the last class? Or one of the last class . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah he was the last one.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What’s your brother’s name? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Alvin Noel. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [27:49]  Alvin Noel. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. Yeah, he graduated from . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you know all your sibling’s names? Can you remember? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [27:53]  Oh, Lord yes. Oh, yes. So it’s Alvin Noel, Jerry Noel, then it’s 

Josephine, and then it’s me, I’m Jawanna, then we got Henry, Coleman, and Christopher, Paul, 

and Latonya, oh yeah [?]. So . . . Oh, yeah. [Tarsen?] . . . and only really . . .  we just only have    

. . . In our family right now we only have two is deceased, which is [Tarsen?] and my mom is 

deceased right now. So they the only two in the family, in our immediate family right now, is 

deceased. Oh, yeah. So we . . . 
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ARSENEAULT: So growing up, what were the geographic boundaries of Mossville? Like 

how did you know where to . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Where to go? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [28:42]  Yeah.  

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, it was easy we just . . . Matter of fact, we stayed on the street and 

played with everybody, but Old Spanish Trail, we’ll go down to by the school and we’ll go to 

Bel Air. So it was real easy. You could either walk . . . we did a lot of walking and a few ride . . . 

We rode bikes but it’s not often, but we did walking. Wherever we wanted to go we walked, as 

kids. And we’ll walk . . . Like on Saturdays and Sunday, me and my cousins, we’ll walk past 

Mossville School and go back there to Bel Air to buy frozen cups and stuff like that. We’ll . . . 

[Speaking to child?] Yeah, you turn buttons off. We’ll go walk . . . 

 

TANGLAO: It’s okay.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  It was okay? He didn’t turn it off? Girl get your cup. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [29:27]  I’ll watch him. I’ll guard it.  

 

HUNTSBERRY: So most of the time, like I say we did a lot of walking. We did a lot of 

walking, so. It was easy and we had a lot of . . . 
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ARSENEAULT: Who were your neighbors? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: The neighbors was Peters . . . We had the Peters next to us, the 

Montgomery’s, and we had the . . . What is was? Rougeau. Mr. Rougeau. Lord bless his heart. 

He’s another one. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [29:51]  Was he a white man? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: No, he was a black . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: He was a black man? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: He was black. He stayed next to us. He had a garden, too. Mr. Rougeau. 

And then we had Pete Moss, the Praters, the Gasaways. Oh, yeah. I could remember. The 

Montgomery’s. Oh, yeah. It was a big thing. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What do you remember about Pete Moss? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh! Mr. Pete Moss riding down that road with that horse and that buggy, 

honey. Oh yeah. Everywhere he go he had his horse and his buggy. 

 

ARSENEAULT: That’s funny. 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [30:23]  Yes. And we had cars. We had cars at the time. 

 

ARSENEAULT: But he was still using . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: He still rode his horse and buggy. He’ll tag along going down there to 

Market Basket or Piggly Wiggly with that horse and buggy. He will go. He will go. And I say, 

“Momma look at Pete Moss.” And he . . . That’s what he did. He didn’t have a car. He just had 

his horse and buggy. Yeah he would drive his . . . ride that horse and buggy. Him and his wife 

Virginia . . . Virginia was her name. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [30:56]  Was that family who Mossville was named after? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: No [disagrees] it was Jack Moss. Mr. Jack Moss dad, Jack Moss was our 

janitor at Mossville. That was his dad that originally found . . . They did the history so it said 

Jack Moss was the one that . . . first to settle there or something. No, no not Mr. Moss. He was 

between him and Mr. Young. Them horse and buggies. Oh yeah, and that was in the early part of 

the 70s. They was still . . . you could say . . . late 60s to early 70s they was still riding their horse 

and buggies. Still had them horse and buggies, honey. And he didn’t have . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: That must have been a sight. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [31:48]  He didn’t have electricity in his house. He’ll light candles or all 

that stuff. He just stayed for the old school. 
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ARSENEAULT: Did he garden? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Pete? Let me see. I think he did, yes he did because everybody back then 

did on that street. Everybody had gardens and raised animals back then. Yeah. Yeah we had fun. 

We had fun. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did Mossville have any other nicknames or . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [32:18]  Not as I knowed of, no. I wouldn’t . . . My brother would 

because I was really the quiet one. My brother and them was ones that got out there [laughs]. No, 

I don’t think so. I don’t think so.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What about the different neighborhoods? Was the Prince Street area, was 

that a neighborhood? Or did y’all just . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: That was the Queenboro neighborhood. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay.  

 

HUNTSBERRY: And, but it wasn’t no different. We all got together, we all . . . All the 

children played together and we didn’t go that far into Queensboro, we call it Queensboro, we 

didn’t go that far. We would go further than up the street to my auntie [children crying] you can 

pause it [break in tape]. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jawanna Huntsberry         4700.2667          Tape 4624                                                             31 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

ARSENEAULT:  [33:05]  Alright so who were the community leaders growing up? Did 

y’all have community leaders or . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Disagrees] no. No, we didn’t. No we didn’t have no leaders. Like I said 

we just all just played together and stuff like that, but nobody was . . . we didn’t have . . . it was 

strange but like I was telling the kids now, we didn’t have like bullets and stuff like that. We 

didn’t have all of that. We didn’t have all of that. Everybody played and got along and we went 

our separate ways. But the majority of the time, you really maybe . . . once every blue moon you 

might get together and play ball or something like that. But majority of the time we all had 

household chores. We had to do our chores.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Like what kind of stuff? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [33:49]  We had to clean, feed the horses, cows, chickens, we had to do 

all of that. Cut yards and stuff like that. Wash clothes and stuff. So we stayed constantly busy. 

Everybody. So . . . And then when we did have a break, then that’s when we’ll get together, all 

the kids in the neighborhood, we’ll play softball, baseball, or something. We’ll do that. But other 

than that we basically was home doing chores. We had chores to do. And like I tell them, these 

kids today is just . . . it’s unreal.  

 

ARSENEAULT: How’d you know what you’re supposed to be doing? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [34:20]  Oh, we . . . honey Momma tell you. You got a week to do this, a 
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week . . . Like I had a week to wash dishes, and then next week my sister washed dishes, and 

brothers and them. So you had . . . You knew when your week came. And trust me if you didn’t 

wash those dishes you had it coming. And then you had the . . . I don’t know if we had . . . she 

didn’t list us how to go out and feed the animals. We just had to go out there and do it. There’s 

so many animals we just had to . . . everybody just went out there and fed animals and cut grass, 

and we worked gardens. And then we’ll come home after school, me and my sister, and get on 

the floor with Momma and we’ll do quilts. So we constantly was doing things . . .  

 

CHILD:  Maw maw I’m thirsty. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [35:03]  Go in the room.  

 

CHILD:  Can I get something to drink? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: I’m going to give you something to drink in a little bit. Go in the room.  

 

CHILD:  Can I have some milk? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [35:11]  We constantly had chores to do. And that’s how it was. That’s 

how we came up. So, there wasn’t no movie time. Every blue moon my daddy might take us to 

the movies or something like that, but we didn’t have all that. We didn’t have all that. You either 

watched T.V. . . . and the only time we watched T.V. we only had three stations. Back then you 

only had three stations to watch, so basically home . . . We was basically home, so that’s us. 
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ARSENEAULT: Who gardened? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [35:40]  My mom. My mom did a lot, and we did. My momma did and 

we’d be right there with her. We’d go out and then . . . Go out in the woods and pick blueberries, 

blackberries, whatever. So we did all of that. We did all of that. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did she plant by the Almanac? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yes. Yes, she did. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Or by the moon? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: She believed in that. She believed in all that. Oh, yes. She believed in that. 

She believed in that. Yeah, we raised a lot of stuff. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What kind of . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [36:16]  Vegetables and stuff? Oh we had them all, snap beans, purple 

hurled beans, we had corn, we did . . . she did okra, tomatoes, we had potatoes. We even did 

potatoes. What else she used to do? Some hot peppers. What else . . . she had mustard greens. 

Oh, Lord she did it. We had fun. We had fun. We had to pick all of that, clean it, and can it, and 

do what we had to do. We had to do all of that, so. 
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ARSENEAULT: So what is canning? Because I know that’s not something anyone really 

does too much anymore. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: I still do. 

 

ARSENEAULT: You still can? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [37:03]  I still can.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Well I canned some figs the other day and when sister and pastor asked 

me he said, “You going to can me some figs?” and I fell out laughing I said, “Oh, yeah.” We can. 

It depends on what . . . Like figs and stuff you do it with a lot of sugar and water and it cooks 

down into a syrup. And you produce cook down and we do that. And then she did a lot of . . . 

The tomatoes, she would boil them and they would put them in vinegar and stuff like that and 

put them in a jar. And they’ll set and then when you need them you just open the jar and use 

them. Okra, you’ll pre-cook your okra and put it in a jar and let it sit. We did all of that. We did 

all that. Matter of fact, I got some canned figs in my box right now. Oh, yeah. I love my figs 

honey. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [37:53]  Put it on some corn bread? 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [Disagrees] girl, some hot biscuits.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, that does sound good.  

 

HUNTSBERRY: Some hot biscuits. Oh, yeah. So we did all of that. It was good. That was 

some good eating baby. That was some good eating. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [38:06]  What about the animals? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, Lord. Them dog gone chickens look like . . . I tell my momma look 

like . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: What kind of chickens were they? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, my God. Momma would have all these different chickens and she 

would set out in these magazines and order these chickens that come on the truck. Oh, Lord. 

These chickens that lay these different color eggs and the fur on their legs. Oh, my momma had 

them all. She had them all. And I used to get so mad I’d say, “Momma when you going to stop 

ordering chickens?” She’d say, “Girl you need to eat, huh?” And that’s how she would say it. 

And we had some chickens, some gooses, some . . . I mean we even had different geeses that laid 

colorful eggs and stuff like this. She would get on there and she’ll find all these things and my 

daddy said, “There she go again,” and “you got to go pick them up at the bus station.” Because 

they’ll come on the bus; you have to go get them. Yeah so she had some chickens. Wild 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jawanna Huntsberry         4700.2667          Tape 4624                                                             36 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

chickens, and guineas . . . Them darn guineas, you never can catch them. My sister was the only 

one who could catch them guineas. I ain’t never seen nobody catch a guinea. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [39:07]  Did they lay eggs, too? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. But they were so fast. They were so fast. And she the only one 

could catch a guinea, and we just laugh at her. 

 

ARSENEAULT: She was fast, too? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [39:17]  No, she wasn’t fast. She’d lay on that ground and crawl to them. 

She would crawl until she catch them and we would just laugh. I say, “I’m not getting on no 

ground to crawl and get no guinea.” And she would catch them. She would catch them. She 

would catch them. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did you eat guinea? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: No I never ate it. I never ate it. Momma cook it. Now, it’s the funniest 

thing. Like the chicken, I would eat it if I don’t see you put it in a pot. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yeah. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [39:41]  If I see you put it . . . Kill it and put it in a pot, I’m not going to 
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eat it. It was the amazing thing. So Momma had to make sure she cook it . . . she had to make 

sure she cook it before I get off of school for me to eat it. Because other than that, I wouldn’t eat 

it. I wouldn’t. I say, “Oh, Momma.” I play with them things. I couldn’t eat that. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So a pet? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [40:02]  Yeah and that’s what I told her. She said, “Oh, girl you need to 

eat.” She said you need to eat and we just laughed. But that and the . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did she kill them? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did she kill it? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [40:14]  Oh, yeah.  

 

ARSENEAULT: She did? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: She rings they neck and cut them off and she would clean them. She 

would . . . we would take and . . . they had wax and you put it in hot water and you dip the 

chicken in to take the feathers off. And it took the feathers clean off it. And that’s how we did 

that. And so . . . Oh yeah. Oh, yes. So like I said we lived on . . . we practically lived on the . . . 
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Our land. And so it . . . Like I say it was good. And then what pigs . . . she didn’t have . . . we 

had pigs, but she killed her pigs and then next one up, Mr. Peters would kill his, and they’d just 

swap meat back and forth. And that’s how we made it. That’s how we made it. [Whispering to 

child] stop it, stop. You can’t have that.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [41:00]  He wants to touch everything he can’t touch. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: [To child] Yeah. You can’t have that. So that’s how we made it. 

 

ARSENEAULT: So no community leaders. So what about Mr. Rigmaiden? Remember 

him? Anything about him? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Mr. Rigmaiden . . . Carl Rigmaiden? Which . . . It was Carl? 

 

ARSENEAULT: I think so. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [41:28]  I didn’t . . . I never remember Mr. Carl, but Mr. Carl had passed 

a long time ago when we were small. His wife, Mrs.  . . . I never remember . . . Like I said the 

elderly people we didn’t hang around because the children did not go . . . if they came and talked 

to your mom . . . if they came and talked to mom and them we was in the back room. We never 

did sit in the front room, listen to conversations. We never did. Or we would go outside. They 

would tell you to go outside because they didn’t want us to hear what they said. Or either they’ll 

start talking in French. If we passed through the room they’ll start talking in French because they 
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didn’t want us . . . and they wouldn’t teach us French because they didn’t want us to know what 

they was talking about at the particular time. So like I said the elderly ladies that come and 

they’ll mingle and talk or drink coffee, we never was around them because we wasn’t allowed. 

Because they’ll tell you quick go in the back. And then if you didn’t move, she’ll [point?] and 

when she [point?] you, you knew you had something coming later. And that’s how that was. 

That’s how that was, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [42:32]  So how were you expected to behave in front of adults? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, baby you knew. If you didn’t knew, you knew after they left. And 

they didn’t play. Them old people didn’t play. And we didn’t catch . . . Well not me, me and my 

other older brothers, we didn’t catch no whooping. But them other ones behind me, they caught 

some whoopings. You was . . . it’s just something you didn’t do. We didn’t . . . We just didn’t 

hang around the elderly people. You go and you bring stuff in the brown bag, and you’d better 

not open that brown bag and that was it. They’ll tell you quick, “Bring mister so-and-so . . .” and 

that was it. And that’s how it was. Or if you go to the neighbors and get something for my mom, 

they’ll fold that bag so neat they’ll say, “Now don’t you look.” “I’m not looking in it.” And 

you’d better not look in that bag. And that’s how they was. That’s how they was. And it was just 

food but, that’s how the elderly people was. 

          And we was more . . . that’s what I told the kids, we was more respectable coming up than 

these kids today. Like these kids today [laughs]. I don’t know. We didn’t have all that. We didn’t 

have all that. And like I say it was a . . . we all had . . . they all had big children all . . . The 

family was huge. And we didn’t have all that. But then Daddy, when he whoops my brother and   
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. . . he whoops you like once a year. And when he whoop you, he whoop you for everything. So 

they knew that was a whooping. But mom used to be the one that whoops all the time and stuff 

like that, but them brothers of mine, Lord have mercy. That’s all I can say. They was something 

else. They was something else. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [44:18]  They got into trouble? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, Lord they always get in trouble. They always doing something they 

had no business . . . Half the time I wouldn’t even know because me, like I said, I stayed in the 

house. A lot of people did not know I was a part of the family because they say, “Where you 

been?” I was always in the house because I . . . Either I walked out to my auntie and visited my 

cousin and them, and then I come back. I never was the one to just run up and down the street. I 

never did. So it was  . . . It’s amazing. And so it was good. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [44:51]  What about Mr. Montgomery? Was he like a community leader? 

Mr.  . . . Valery? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Valery? Mr. Valery owned the Paradise Club. He had the Paradise Club 

and my momma used to run the café at the Paradise Club. And honey, we made some money off 

Valery. I remember that. My daddy said . . . He told my momma, me, and my sister, he said, 

“They over there collecting five dollars a car.” They would park in our yard. We had a big big 

yard. And when they have the big dances and stuff at the club for Mr. Valery, he would put on, 

people couldn’t park at the club because it was full, so they had to park in the yards. So we start 
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charging, “Y’all want to park in our yard? We going to charge y’all.” So we charged five dollars 

to park in the yard. And we did and Daddy said, “Them girls over there charging,” and Momma 

never told us nothing so we charged them. That’s how we made our money. Charging the people 

the . . . And he said, “Now them people that got [?] back there,” I say, “I can’t help them.” That’s 

what I told him, “I can’t push no car.” It was funny. But we . . . he  . . . like I say he worked that 

club. And then I think he worked . . .  I think he worked at the plant.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [46:04]  Mr. Valery? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: I think he did. I think it was Conoco.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [46:08]  Yeah. And him and Mrs. Eula . . . Mrs. Eula would cook in them 

big pots. They all had big pots back then, Momma, Mrs. Eula, Ms. Peters, and the . . . Ms. Agnes 

Montgomery, and my Auntie Josephine. They would cook in them big big pots because they 

families was so huge. And they’ll say, “Come in here baby and get you something.” “I’m not 

hungry.” “I didn’t asked you that. I said come in here and get you something.” And that’s how 

they did. That’s how they took care . . . [speaking to child] Stop. Stop baby. So that’s how they 

did. But like I said Valery . . . had that club for a good while. That was the biggest club in 

Mossville. That was the hottest club. Looked like . . . we used to say, “Where these peoples 

coming from?” And they would come on Friday nights to do dances and have . . . I think Otis 

Redding was there one night, and James Brown came one night. Oh yeah, they would put on 
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some big dances over there. And my momma . . . like I say my momma ran the café. She was the 

head over the café and her and my daddy would run the café at night. It was . . . Honey that was 

good then. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [47:11]  She worked late? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, yeah. They would work late, run that café, but at that time when they 

ran the café it wasn’t bad. People didn’t bother you back then because we’ll leave the front door 

open like this. The front door open we’ll go to sleep, or the windows open we’ll go to sleep. 

Nobody would bother you. We didn’t have all of that. Now you leave your doors open, you ain’t 

got nothing you got . . . They going to rob you. But that’s how we slept and it was cool at night 

and the weather back there was more colder. I remember icicles used to hang off the house, the 

roof of the house, and we used to walk on the ground and just crunch crunch crunch. We don’t 

have that anymore. We don’t have that kind of weather anymore. So we had . . . it was good. 

Like I say Mr. Valery he was good. Mostly you didn’t see him too much it was always his wife 

Mrs. Eula, we’ll see her. We’ll see her. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [48:05]  What do you remember about her? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, Lord Mrs. Eula, she was so beautiful. Beautiful complected. She just   

. . . She was like Momma just canned and just taking care of kids. That’s how she was. She was 

strict because I remember Judy and then my brother would say how strict she was with the girls 

because the girls were so beautiful. Them girls was some beautiful girls. And she would be so 
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strict on them because them boys would go there. She’ll run them away, “Go somewhere.” But 

they was beautiful. But like I say she was just like my mom and them. She just . . . hey, did what 

she had to do, too. Canned and then she’ll call my momma for my brothers them come help pick 

figs, pears and stuff for her. They did all that. That’s how we did. We helped the neighbors, the 

neighbors kids helped us, so that’s how we did. So we had good times. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [48:59]  What about Mr. Valery’s politics? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, Lord. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do you remember about that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [49:06]  Oh, Lord. Baby when he speak you please believe you 

everybody was voting for whoever he was saying to vote for. Because he was right on the money 

and that’s how he was. And he run that campaign. He was a . . . was it sheriff . . . what was that 

sheriff’s name? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [49:27]  Ham Reed? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Ham Reed. Lord, Jesus. He’ll tell you quick that’s the man for the job. 

That’s the man. And he’ll run and he’ll come sit to you, “I need you to vote for him.” And he 

will push you, too. But he did some stuff. He did some stuff. We used to laugh at him all the 

time. We call him the campaign person too. Here he come. Now who you want us to vote for 
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now? That’s what he . . . Momma and them used to tell him that time because we was young. We 

didn’t vote then. And it was funny. It was funny. He did a whole lot of stuff. He even had a 

company in the plant that . . . him and his brother Wes. Wes stay down the street right here now, 

Wes . . . they had a company in the plant where they had them vacuum trucks and stuff like that. 

So they did a lot. They did a lot. They did a lot. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [50:20]  What do you remember about Mr. Wes? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, that’s Daddy. That’s my second daddy. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Really? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [50:26]  Oh, yeah. That’s my second daddy there. He was . . . like I said 

we all . . . and that’s how we is with his children and we call each other sisters . . . and we not 

really related we call each other sisters. And even today we call each other sisters because that’s 

how close we was raised. We either was at her house, I was at his house, sewing with [Terrella?], 

or Terrella would come sew, or show me how to sew. Or if she had some material left over she’ll 

bring it to me, and if I have some material left I’ll bring it to her. And that’s how we did. That’s 

how . . . we had our clothes, so. But he was nice. He . . . like I said he worked at the plants. And 

then him and Mrs. Agnes before she died, bless her heart, his wife, they opened up a club called 

the Rolls Royce and I used to be a waitress there. It was a family . . . and everybody got mad 

because people couldn’t work there because they say it’s too much family. And it was. It was 

like a family [rely?] on . . . we just . . . The family just worked there. And we’ll work there and 
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we had fun until it closed. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [51:26]  Was it in Mossville? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Disagrees] It was here in Lake Charles. They had the club here in Lake 

Charles and we would work it. Oh, yeah. So we had fun. Don’t let them get to that camera. Don’t 

let . . . hey, stop. Yeah so, but we had fun, Mr.  . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [51:43]  Do you remember about his dad? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Mr. Valery’s dad? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  No. [Disagrees] No, I don’t remember his dad. But I think they came 

from down east if I’m thinking . . . Yeah, they came from down east, but I never remember his 

dad and stuff. Did they do one too? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Hmm? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [52:04]  Did they do an interview, too? Judy? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Mr. Valery was too sick. 
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HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah he was in the hospital.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So I’m trying to ask around about him. I interviewed Ms. Judy. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:   And she talked a lot about her dad, and I was sad I didn’t get to talk to 

him.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think he’s too sick, so.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [52:22]  It’s amazing how he got that Alzheimer’s. He took sick and Mrs. 

Eula would take care of him and here we is thinking Mrs. Eula was healthy and she wound up 

dying before he did. So it was unreal. It was unreal. It was unreal. Yeah he’s very sick there. 

Bless his heart. He’s just like my dad. My dad knows a lot too, but he got that lung cancer now 

so he’s short of breath now and stuff.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about who the Rigmaiden Center is named for? Where they . . . did 

you grow up with them? James? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  James Rigmaiden and them? 
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ARSENEAULT:  [Agrees]. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  With his kids I did. I came up with them and they named after . . . Mr. 

James I think died. They named that . . .  I remember that, but other than that I don’t know. We 

went to school with the Rigmaidens at school in Mossville and that’s how I knew them. But like 

I said they was just . . . I wouldn’t say to they self, we was just too busy working at home. That’s 

what we did, so. And like I said I see them more when we was at school. That was it. But I didn’t 

know too much about Mr. James. Now his wife Mrs. Lola Bell, she got the funeral home right 

here, a blessing that woman is. Every time you see her you see her as she is. She never change 

her feature. She’s always got a smile on her face. And she will go out of her way and try and 

help you and that was . . . and even today that’s how she is. She’ll help you. She’ll help you and  

. . . but other than that I didn’t know him. Like I said Mr. James, I didn’t know him. I never knew 

him. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [54:15]  Did the . . .  did you ever hear the elder people talking about a 

post office that was in Mossville or anything like that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Disagrees] no. No the post office I remember is in Westlake. I didn’t . . . 

because our stuff would come from Westlake. Not a post office. We had a lot of clubs, now.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember the clubs? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, Lord. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [54:36]  Were they all locally owned? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  The Cowboy Club was in Bel Air in Mossville. And then we had . . . Dog 

Hill was on Highway 90 way back in them days that was on 90. And like I said the Paradise Club 

and then they had another club I don’t remember the name of it. It was a little further down like 

you finna to go . . . In that curve in Mossville. Lord, what was the name of that club? I don’t 

remember but we had canteens and sometime Momma would run the canteen when we put on 

parties and stuff. We had parties there, or house parties, we had house parties or we’ll go to the 

canteen. We had that, but . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [55:24]  What’s a canteen? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  A canteen is just like a hall. It was a hall and they . . . Back then they 

called it a canteen. And it was a . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Is it for the young people? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, yeah. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [55:36]  Yeah.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Young or old. Whoever putting the dance on and that was just a good 

time.  So but that’s we basically did. Well basically we had . . . Basically most of the time we 

had house parties. We had house parties, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of things would you do at the house party? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [55:56]  For what, the parties? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [Agrees]. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Nothing . . . Sit down look at people dance. I danced. Oh, I loved to 

dance. Oh, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [56:03]  What kind of dances? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, Lord girl. Remember them dances in them days? [Laughs] Wow. I 

don’t remember them dances. Honey we used to dance. That’s all I could tell you. I loved to 

dance at that time. I . . . even at . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Is it with a partner? 
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HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, yeah we’ll . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It’s with partners. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Partners or group, or however, but then we . . . at Mossville we’ll put on 

what they call a talent show. And baby  . . . Momma said, “Oh, Lord.” I said, “You know I’m 

going for the go-go girl.” And I always go for the go-go girls and we’ll open the show and close 

the show. It was like ten, fifteen of us. And we’ll do that. I said, “Oh I had to get it.” I had to go. 

We did that. And a lot of that . . . A lot of the entertainer that was what we put on at school that 

people coming on Fridays night and see. But we did a lot of that. We did a lot of that coming up 

in Mossville. So that was like in the late part of the 60s going . . . 70s. Yeah. We’ll do that. We’ll 

do that. We did that. But other than that besides the football team . . . My brother played football 

there. And my other brother was a drum major for one year I think it was, Jerry. So Mossville 

was a big big school and it was . . . That’s all I can tell you. We had fun. We had fun. We had 

fun. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [57:30]  So you started first grade . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  First grade. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  At Mossville Elementary? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [57:33]  Elementary. Well I was at Mossville High School. 
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ARSENEAULT:  So it had all the grades? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  It was all the . . . it had all the grades. It was from first to twelfth at that 

time because I remember in the . . . fourth grade? I used to . . . the teacher used to holler at my 

brother, “Why you giving that girl them big old heavy books to bring home?” And my brother 

would come and say, “Bring this home. Bring this home for me.” Because he had football 

practice and I used to have to bring them heavy books of his at home for him. And yeah, yeah it 

was from first grade to twelfth grade when I started over there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [58:04]  Did you walk to school? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, no. We rode the bus. Ms. [Earline?] . . . what was her name . . . 

Broussard . . . Ms. Earline and Mr.  . . . What was his name? Broussard? No, it wasn’t Broussard. 

It was Ms. Earline was our bus driver. And she did not play. You wasn’t at that bus when she 

pull up there, and if you was running to the bus she was going to leave you because you should 

have been at that bus stop. And that’s how Ms. Earline was. She didn’t play. And if them kids 

cut up on that bus, she’ll stop the bus on the side the road and put them out. She’ll put them out. 

Make them walk home. And the next day you were in that principal office and the principal 

would take you home and say this is what you did. And that’s what they did. The teachers would 

. . . Back then would bring you home if you cut up. They would bring you home and you knew 

you had a whooping then. You had a whooping. But that’s how it was when we came up in 

school. Baby in . . . we didn’t . . . I didn’t . . . like I said I was quiet. I was real quiet, so. I see a 

lot, but I was quiet, so. But it was good. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [59:13]  Did you have any favorite teachers? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, Lord it was Mr. Mouton. Bless his heart. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What’s his first name? Do you remember? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Johnny Mouton. He was our math teacher. And Mr. Mouton and Ms.  . . . 

what was Ms. [Sacheries?] . . . she was an English teacher. Ms. [Sacherie?] was our . . . was 

another teacher I had that I really loved. And Ms. Franklin, she was over the library. I loved Ms. 

Franklin because I worked at the library when I was in school so I had a good bonding with Ms. 

Franklin. Matter of fact, we still talk on Facebook so . . . Me and Ms. Franklin. And oh yeah it 

was some good days. Ms. Reynolds . . . Oh, Lord Ms. Reynolds. That was the bomb there. Ms. 

Reynolds. She’s sick now. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:00:05]  What did she teach? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  She teached . . . what did Ms. Reynolds . . . I was in her home room, but I 

think she teach American history I think it was at the time. I think she taught American history, 

but I was in her home room. And oh, Lord. Sweet as she could be. Sweet as she could be. Ms. 

Reynolds. I loved her. That’s basically about it. The ones that I stuck closer to was them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What happened with integration?  

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jawanna Huntsberry         4700.2667          Tape 4624                                                             53 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:00:44]  When we went to Sulphur High? It was a . . . when I got there 

it was okay. See you had like four classes before me, before I . . . I don’t know, I had went with 

them, but when I go there I was fine. We was fine. I had a lot of white friends. Matter of fact 

some of them hanged out with us, some of them we took to the club with us to show them how 

we got down when we went to Sulphur High. We was fine. There was like 458 of us when I 

graduated from Sulphur High. So we was fine.  

          It wasn’t . . . it got bad maybe one time I was at Sulphur it got real bad. That’s the time 

Roots first came out. And the boys . . . we would set on the stairs, us. The blacks would set on 

the stairs and the other kids would be like in the canteen . . . Black and white would be at the 

canteen, whatever. But we mostly sat on the stairs before the school take in. And I think they 

passed though there calling us the n-word and I said, “Oh my God.” And baby the next morning 

they came through saying it again and they got they butt whooped. And that was it. And 

Principal Moses said, “We ain’t having that here.” And he got on the loudspeaker and he put that 

down right then and there. He said, “We’re not going to have that here.” Other than that, after 

that, it was good sailing. I got . . . Lord, I was . . . matter of fact I was looking at some pictures 

the other day from some of the stuff we did at school over there at Sulphur High. But it was 

okay.  It was okay. It was okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:02:22]  Do you remember any protests or anything maybe in Lake 

Charles or Westlake maybe? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Mossville . . . It wasn’t Rougeau’s. Was it . . . Was Trahan’s maybe? Or 

Rougeau . . . It was a store down on Prater Road. I don’t know what happened. My brother could 
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tell y’all that one. I don’t know what happened. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Were they protesting Rougeau’s? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:02:46]  Yeah they protest and it . . . I don’t know what . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I heard about that. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  I don’t know what happened. They protest that and my brother wind up    

. . . they wind up going to jail. All of them did, I think the majority of them, so my dad then had 

to go get them. But I don’t know what happened. I can call him and ask him what happened at 

Rougeau’s for them to start protesting. I don’t know, but I knew they did. I knew they did. Like I 

told you I was quiet. I stayed home. But I remember they talked about it. But I can . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:03:20]  So what year were you born? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  1960.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  You were born in 1960? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [1:03:25]  And that’s why a lot of people say, “You were born in 1960 

and how you remember?” I remember a lot of stuff. I can. And a lot of stuff I research and a lot 

of stuff I ask other people about. I did some research.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think the 60s were kind of a crazy time. President Kennedy was getting 

assassinated, Doctor King was getting . . . 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah assassinated [agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:03:45]  Remember anything about that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  No because I was young. I was . . . [talking about her grandson] Oh, Lord 

he’s getting close.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  He wants that microphone. I see him looking at that microphone.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  No because like I said I was very young at that time. And like I said 

people didn’t talk about stuff like that. They didn’t really talk in front of us. They really didn’t 

talk about stuff like that. They didn’t. So the people that like I said my mom friends was . . . they 

didn’t talk. They didn’t talk. And my aunties and them they didn’t talk about stuff like that. Not 

in front of us, so. Some things we just didn’t know, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:04:36]  Let’s see. So, local businesses . . . some local . . . I know 
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there’s Rougeau’s. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  There was Rougeau’s and they had Midwest drive through. It was a 

movie . . . it was . . . you go in your cars and park your cars and look at the movies. Like 

remember when they had that? They had that. They had the Paradise, no they had the Pelican 

Café down there. They had the old Chateaux Charles down there. They had a lot of burger places 

back then but the names have changed. I can’t remember but . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Like little food . . .? Like food . . . 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:05:24]  That fast food stuff like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Fast food. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah like I said because my momma worked on a lot of them. When she 

was younger she worked a lot of them fast food stuff . . . restaurants. She did that. She also 

ironed for some elderly people they was in Maplewood. Some white ladies [. . .?]. Her and some 

of her friends would go down there and do some ironing . . . make they little change from there. 

And besides selling . . . Like I said they did a lot of selling blackberries and pecans and stuff that 

they picked. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:05:58]  They sold it? 
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HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah they sold that on side of the road, stuff like that. They did all of that. 

They did all of that.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you know how much they’d charged for . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Fifty cents a can. Fifty cents a can. And that’s when . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:06:12]  Now it’s like ten dollars a can . . . 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah. And so like Joe was . . . but back then things wasn’t expensive as it 

is now. Fifty cents go a long way back then and it did. And that’s why Joe was telling one of the 

ladies told him Momma had sold . . . when she sold her blackberries . . . because that’s why I say 

Joe wanted to ask her and he didn’t ask her how much she made because she bought her first 

winter coat. Her first winter coat from that by selling them . . . Picking blackberries and pecans 

and selling them. And they did that. They did that. And we had a lot of pecan trees. I remember a 

whole lot of pecan trees in Mossville. Anywhere you go you find pecans, and blackberries, and 

mayhaw trees and stuff. Now you go and you can’t find nothing. Can’t find nothing. They had a 

whole lot of that was going on. And they did that. That’s how they survived. That’s how they 

survived, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:07:15]  And your . . . and Pinky was a midwife? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Pinky was a midwife 
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ARSENEAULT:  Do you know what she did, or did she ever talk about it or anything? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  No because me and Veda, her granddaughter would talk about it. How 

she would go deliver babies and stuff like that. And she never would say what happened to the 

babies or whatever . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:07:37]  They just had all had them in the home at that time? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah. All in the homes. All in the home. And like I say cause they was 

back here in slavery time, Grandma Pinky’s mom, because her . . . I was telling my brother I 

wish I would have got a copy of the paper that my cousin had . . . Which her kids throwed away. 

Just don’t throw history away. That they grandma, which Grandma Pinky’s sister, her mother 

sold her sister to Jim Lee for a sack of rice, a mule, and some sugar. And it was all on paper. And 

she wind up marrying . . . his son was Jim Lee Junior who was a white man, and so that’s how 

the Lees coming into . . . with us, with the family. It’s amazing.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:08:26]  It’s amazing. And I’m . . . like I told Joe I saw the paper myself 

because she showed it to me. Because when I was sitting on the porch, she said look at this. And 

I said, “[Bootsie?] you need to keep that.” And she had it in a Bible. Some kids throwed all her 

stuff . . . I just couldn’t believe they did that. That’s . . . you just don’t throw stuff away like that. 

And that’s how they did. That’s how they did back then in them days. That’s how they . . . They 
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did that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Who was the . . . Was there a doctor in Mossville? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  I don’t remember. I remember old man . . . I can’t call that old man, but I 

can ask my brother. I don’t . . . They had an old man who used to treat people for worms and 

stuff like that. He would come on a bicycle and I used to take off running.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:09:12]  Was he scary? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yes he was. Let me ask my brother. Can I ask my brother? Let me see if 

he remember.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Sure. Want me to pause it?  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:09:23]  You can pause it real quick Kyle? [Break in tape]. So it was 

“mamou tea man” . . . 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  “Mamou tea man” they . . . he said they called him “Mamou tea man” but 

he’s going to find out his real name right quick, but . . . 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jawanna Huntsberry         4700.2667          Tape 4624                                                             60 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. Did he make the mamou tea? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, yeah. We used to have mamou tea . . . Oh, Lord.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [01:09:43]  What is mamou tea? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Mamou . . . it came from an herb, a tree . . . Momma used to find the 

limbs. I don’t know, but she said you can smell it when you go in the woods, but we never could 

find it, but she knew where to go to find it at. And they would take it . . . it’s like a . . . she’ll 

break it off a  . . . it’s like off a tree and she’ll break it and then she’ll boil it. And it’d be that 

pretty pinkish color. And talk about . . . it took all the cold you had in you, it’ll take it out. You’ll 

sweat. They had mamou tea and we drunk that. We drunk that. They gave you that. Sapphire . . . 

they had sapphire tea. We had that. And they knew what it look like. We didn’t. I thought it was 

just like an old tree, me. I didn’t know. Because they knew what to . . . how to go find that. And 

they did that.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What would y’all do for like colds? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  That’s what we did. The Mamou tea.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:10:33]  That was mamou tea? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. The teas and stuff, but that was it, but it wasn’t often that we 
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catch colds. It wasn’t that often. And then that old man he would come and [. . .?] now you say, 

“I ain’t got no worm where the worm is? I don’t know nothing about no worms or whatever.” I’ll 

take off running. Oh, he was scary looking.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where did he come from? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  I don’t know where he stayed at, but he would come on an old bicycle 

with a [tray?] in the front of a [cart?] and he’d have all that old stuff in bottles and here he come 

pumping down the road treating people. Oh, no. [Disagrees]. He looked scary to me. I took off 

running. I think I was probably about five or six. Honey I take off running. They used to look for 

me I’d be in the woods, behind the house was woods. I’d take off running go hide in the woods. 

Oh, no. We’ll climb get on top of the house. I climb . . . Girl they be looking for me I’ll be sitting 

on top of the house. Oh, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, [disagrees]. No. He was scary. He was 

really scary. I don’t know. And he would go to everybody’s house, so they knew him because he 

would go and treat. Yeah, I don’t know.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Were there any other treaters in the area? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:11:46]  That’s the only one I would know at that time. I don’t know. 

And then after that we start going to Doctor Smith in Sulphur. Charles Smith where we’ll go to 

his office and we . . . That became our doctor then, our family doctor. Was . . . Thank God. Lord 

have mercy.  
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ARSENEAULT:  Were there any other like, home remedies for cuts or bruises? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Home remedies . . . They had a lot of home remedies Momma and them 

used to do. Especially for spider, I mean not spider, wasp. They used to take like the tobacco and 

wet it and put it on there and wrap your arm and it draw the stinger out with the tobacco. They 

used to do that. But she used to make some kind of . . . we used to get like boils or something, 

she would make something out of like, gumbo file. She would take and make it like a paste and 

put on that and then it draws the head . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Sassafras. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:12:43]  And it’ll draw the head and stuff. They would do stuff like 

that. Home remedies. They had a whole lot of stuff. She used to have bad headaches that . . . 

Warm salt in a pot and put it in a handkerchief and set on top of her head. And she said used to 

her bring her down. I said I’m going to try that one day if I ever . . . To see if that really work. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She just put salt water on her head? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:13:03]  Just . . . She would put the salt in a pot then heat the salt. Heat 

it real . . . And pour it in a handkerchief and tie it, and set the handkerchief on top of her head. 

And she said it would help bring that . . . Make her headache go away. And I said I’m going to 

try that. I’m not one to head headaches, but I used to laugh I said I’m going to try that one day. 

I’m still yet to try. But they used to do that and . . . basically that’s . . . basically we . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  Anything special for a fever? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  No. like I said we had that mamou tea and stuff like that. That was it. No. 

No we didn’t . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Broken bones? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:13:43]  No. No. Now, my sister and my brother was playing and [toys 

and?] Indians she broke her jaw, but she went to the emergency . . . To the hospital for that. But 

no, I don’t know. [Disagrees]. I don’t remember  . . . No, ain’t nobody had no broken bones back 

then. She the only one with the broken jaw.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  She fell . . . He dropped off top of the house and she fell on the creek by 

them big stumps and broke her jaw in five places broke her jaw. I remember that. They wire her 

mouth up so she had to go to the hospital for that. But other than that, we didn’t . . . we had some 

cuts but you put . . . fat on it. That hog fat put there. She’ll put that on there and stuff like that but 

other than that, that was it. That was it. Or they call . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Hog fat for cuts? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:14:37]  Oh, yeah. Or they’ll have that blue-in . . .  it called blue-in or 
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something. Or something else they would call . . . it was red and they put on your cuts and stuff 

and bandage it up, but that was it. We didn’t have too much, us, not us. Not that I can remember, 

so. So but that was it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about church? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Like I said church was at . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Philadelphia?  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:15:08]   Philadelphia of God and Christ. It was sanctified church and 

honey, they had some church. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How many churches were in Mossville? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:     One, two, three, four . . . I remember about five of them for sure. It was 

. . . Oh, Lord. What was Mr. Rigmaiden’s church? They had the Morning Star, Philadelphia of 

God and Christ, Mount Zion . . . Golly I can’t think of that church. It used to be on the corner on 

Prater Road and Mr. Rigmaiden was the  . . . the other Rigmaiden, it was another Rigmaiden.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Christ Holiness? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:15:45]  Probably so. Probably. I’m going to have to ask my brother.  
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ARSENEAULT:  I have a hard time keeping track because there’s a lot of them. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Because it’s a . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  The Mount Zion . . . 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah. It was on the corner of Old Spanish Trail and Prater Road. I don’t 

remember because I never did . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it a Methodist Church maybe? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:16:04]  Was it a Methodist? Or Baptist? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  I don’t know if it was Methodist or Baptist. I never did go there. So like I 

said only church I went to was Philadelphia God and Christ with my grandma and then we was 

Catholic at that time so we was at Saint John’s Bosco. But that’s what . . . basically the two 

churches that I went to mostly before I got older and went to Mount Zion. I went to Mount Zion 

after that, but other than that, the two churches I attend was Philadelphia and then we went to 

Saint John Bosco in Westlake. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Who just . . . How did people decide what church to go to? 
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HUNTSBERRY:  Well we was really . . . Really I just went because of grandma, because 

we was with grandma, but we was raised Catholic. We was raised Catholic. And back then you 

didn’t . . . I couldn’t even understand the word the priest was saying because he was talking in 

Latin. I went “What was he saying?” We didn’t understand that. So and then finally as I got older 

then I went Baptist. And now they talk where you can understand them. Oh, well I done moved 

on.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What made you decide to switch? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:17:21]  My mom moved and when she moved, we just moved with 

mom. We didn’t ask no questions. Wherever she went, that’s where we went. And that was how 

it was, so she wound up going Baptist and that’s what we did. Went Baptist. Yeah, so. I told 

Momma. I said, “I can’t understand a word that man . . .” And I had catechism now, did my 

communion. I did all of that. I did it all, so. So but, I didn’t understand them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You mean first communion? You did first communion? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  All of it. I had it all done. Did it all. Did it . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it in Latin? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:18:00]  Yeah it was in Latin. Yeah when I was coming up that’s why I 

used to tell my momma, “What is that man saying?” Everybody stand up, you stand up. 
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Everybody sit down, you sit down. We didn’t know. We . . . I couldn’t understand him. I 

couldn’t understand him, so but when she went to Baptist I said, yeah. Here we go. And that’s 

when we went to Baptist and that’s when I got into the junior choir and stuff like that, so. But 

now from that day on I still stayed Baptist.    

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:18:28]  So y’all started going to Mount Zion?  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  We . . . yeah we . . . No, Momma went to Mount Calvary out here at Lake 

Charles. We came . . . We drove all the way over here to Lake Charles to go to Mount Calvary 

and that’s where we started being Baptist. And then we left Mount Calvary and went to Mount 

Zion. And then after my brother, who I just talked to, he became a minister. Then I left Mount 

Zion and went to his church. I’m with my brother now. Yeah, so. That’s where I’m at now. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Who was the pastor at Mount Zion at the time? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:19:02]  At the time it was . . . When I went it was my cousin. It was 

Arthur [Achan?]. When I . . . When we joined at Mount Zion he was the pastor then. And then 

like I said . . . then when after . . . and even my brother . . . we was all there. We was all at Mount 

Zion and when he became a pastor, then we all left. We all left and went to his church, so we 

went to True Light.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  I got you. 
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HUNTSBERRY:  He’s a pastor at True Light Baptist church here in Lake Charles.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. So what is your earliest childhood memory when you think back? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:19:52]  Basically like I said the earliest part is us just having fun. I 

think the part that I really liked when Halloween come and everybody wore . . . Dress up in your 

mother’s clothes or something like that, or Mrs. Eula be mad at her son because he’ll take her 

sheet and run down the road like he was a ghost. And we had fun. We had fun. And we’ll put 

bags . . . we’ll draw our costumes out of bags. And we did that. Everybody did that. We just all 

had fun. And I think that was the biggest fun for the whole community at that time for 

Halloween. And basically that’s it besides that and playing softball with my cousins and them. 

That was basically it. Besides that we was working, honey. Home working.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Were there any ghost stories in Mossville? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, yeah. The sycamore tree. They used to talk about the sycamore tree 

on . . . [to grandson] Get him. Get him.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  He got scared. He thought he was going to fall.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:21:09]  You okay? The sycamore tree. They would talk about the 

sycamore tree running people on Houston River Road. That’s what they used talk about all the 

time, but I never would go down there to find out, I guarantee you that. But that’s what they 
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would always talk about is the sycamore tree. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What would they say? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  How it was . . . talk about somebody was chasing them or something.      

[. . .?] I don’t know. I never went down there. I never . . . I wasn’t going down there see it. I 

wasn’t going. They really talked about the sycamore tree. I don’t know. But that’s basically it. 

Like I said I wasn’t too much of a person that goes around a lot of people. I wasn’t. My brothers 

and them . . . they was older than me so they branched out, but I didn’t. But yeah they talked 

about the sycamore tree. [Child crying] Be quiet. Be quiet. Be quiet. Yeah, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:22:08]  Did you have any childhood role models? Anything like that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  No, [disagrees]. No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Nobody you wanted to be when you grew up? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:22:16]  Oh, no. [Disagrees]. Stop. No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about local musicians? Were there any local musicians? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Disagrees]. No. 
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ARSENEAULT: Any Zydeco musicians or anything? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Disagrees]. No, we didn’t . . . No, I didn’t.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  I’ve heard the name Garfield [Verdine?] . . . Does that ring any bells? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Well . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That might have been a while ago. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:22:51]  Probably so. Probably way before . . . like I say my brothers 

and them probably knew him. 

 

ARSENEAULT:   Yeah. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:   But Verdine was like I said . . . the Verdines was like . . . My great 

grandmother, she was a Verdine before she married my uncle, my grandfather I mean. No, see 

we didn’t do . . . My mom and them did all that stuff, but she never talked about it. They were . . 

. Stop, Dana. She would . . . they had a picture of her and my daddy and them. They’d be at the 

Dog Hill Club and stuff like that, but they wouldn’t . . . talk about what they did. No. no. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They played instruments, your grandparents? 
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HUNTSBERRY:     [1:23:39]  No, my uncle on my . . . My momma’s brother did. He had a 

. . . Matter of fact he did. He had a Zydeco band. He sure did. Achan . . . He would play in a 

Zydeco band, but I don’t remember the name. And that was years, years, years, years ago. He 

had a [accordion?]. And matter of fact, when he died I think my Uncle Arthur had got that 

[accordion?] that he would play all the time, but . . . it was an old one, too. A very old one.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  But then you could give it to him, he had Alzheimer’s, and you put it in 

his hand he’ll start playing and singing, but he couldn’t remember our names, nobody’s name, 

but he could play that thing and sing.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  He remember how to play.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  He remember how to play. Before he died he remember. It was amazing. 

[To grandson] Stop, Dana, before you knock something down, baby. Stop. Dana stop, baby! 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:24:39]  So growing up, who made like the decisions in your family? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  My mom and dad did. My mom . . . Basically my mom. My dad was a 

workman. He’ll . . . would go to work . . . He’ll leave in the morning go to work, he’ll come back 

in the evening, and go in his room. He’ll go in his room. He’ll eat and then he’ll go to bed. He’ll 

sleep until the next morning until he go to work. And unless . . . Like I said on weekends he’ll 
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take my momma to the store to get a few little things or whatever, about cutting grass and stuff, 

but most of the time it was Momma. It was Momma. Momma handled everything because like I 

said he’ll go to work, and he’ll come back, and he’ll go to bed. It’d be . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He worked at the stevedore . . . ? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Lake Charles Stevedore. He work at the docks and he’ll come in at five 

o’clock and . . . [phone ringing] He’ll come in at five o’clock. That’s my other brother. He going 

to call me back. He’ll work at Lake Charles Stevedore, and when he come in about five, he’ll go 

straight on in the room. Do what he have to do and he’ll go to bed. After he’d gone to sleep you 

don’t see him until the next morning he going out the door. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:25:45]  What did he do at the docks? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  He was a laborer at the time, and then as the years went on he would drive 

the little tractors and stuff like that, but that’s what they did. They did they . . . They did unload 

the cargos for the rice and flours and stuff like that. They did all of that. So they did all of that. 

So . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do you remember about the first buyouts in Mossville? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:26:20]  The first what? Buyout? Oh, Lord. Listening at the people that 

bought out, they would tell them that they . . . a lot of the people back there in Bel Air own they 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jawanna Huntsberry         4700.2667          Tape 4624                                                             73 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

own house and they was up in the age. And they told them that they would get enough money 

where they could buy another house. They lied to . . . the majority of them lied to them. And 

when the people sold their property and stuff like that, these people had to wind up paying notes 

again and stuff like that. People didn’t like that. They didn’t like it. So we said we say we wasn’t 

going to let them do that to us. They wasn’t going to about to do that to us. So what I going to 

say . . . A lot of people was upset about it. It wasn’t what they said they was going to do. And 

Jimmy Comeaux he held out until the end. He held out at the last . . . I think until Sasol . . . Was 

it Sasol? It’s just recently he . . . they moved. It’s just been a while they moved, but he hold out. 

He really held out. But a lot of them elderly people was so angry and mad. They was so mad.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:27:25]  Who was the . . . Who did the first buyouts? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Was it . . .? It was at that Conoco plant. It wasn’t Conoco, it was . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  I’m trying to get it because I know there’s been more than one. I can’t 

figure out are they doing three buyouts? Or two? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:27:45]  No, it’s just only been two. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. So this was in the 90s? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [1:27:49]  Okay. Vista? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah, Vista. Vista. That’s what bought them out. It’s only been two. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay.  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  It’s only been two. [To child] Stop, Dana. Stop, baby. It’s only been two 

of them. Them and Sasol. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah. So, it’s . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What happened for that first round? Why did they . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  I don’t know. I don’t think the people . . . them people had big families 

back there. I don’t know if they tried to buy bigger than what they was, or whatever, but when 

them people sold out they didn’t . . . they wind up . . . like I said they wind up have to pay a 

notes. They wind up have to pay a notes some of them that I knew of. And some people did buy 

houses and stuff in they mean, but people tries to live higher than what they means was and that 

didn’t . . . that wasn’t . . . all they did was put themselves in debt. So, but like I said, some people 

did good, and some of them didn’t. So but like I said some people was . . . they talked about it, so 

I don’t know. I didn’t get too much involved with it because we didn’t even live back there, so.  
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ARSENEAULT:  [1:28:57]  That was in Bel Air? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  That was in Bel Air, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they talk about the pollution or anything? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, yeah. They talked about that how it stunk back there. You could 

smell it from the plant. And matter of fact when you pass through there, that stuff be so strong it 

burns your eyes. It did. And I know used to say roll your window up because it coming through 

the air conditioning, so it did that. That plant was horrible. So I don’t know. Like I said I didn’t 

get involved in it because we didn’t lived back there and I just hear what some people said. So I 

don’t know. I don’t know. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:29:39]  Do you remember any explosions from the plant or anything 

like that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, yeah. All the time. They always had something blowing up there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Really? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:29:46]  Oh yeah. It’s always something blowing up [laughs]. Yeah 

they always had something going on. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Wow. Did you ever have to evacuate or anything like that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  One time we had to stay in the house and that was from . . . but I was 

grown then. I was staying at my auntie’s house because they had like little flecks was falling in 

the air or something. We’ll go stay in the house or . . . but other than that, you could hear it. You 

could feel it when it blows and as long as it wasn’t around close by me I wasn’t worried. So I can 

imagine the people was right up on it, so. But other than that . . . they had a lot of explosions, 

yeah. It wasn’t often, but they had . . .  as I was coming up they had a lot. That’s why I told my 

daddy if they plan on buying out . . . Sasol buying out there that plant coming that way get out. 

Just get out of there. Let them have it. Let them have it. It’s not worth it. It’s not worth it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember them talking about the dioxin or anything like that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:30:59]  My cousins and Mr. Mouton, which he’s deceased now, they 

would talk about it a lot. How it would give the people cancer, stuff like that. They talked about 

it. Asthma . . . and that’s where a lot of asthma come from. And me, because I waited until I got 

in my fifties to get asthma. Asthma . . . And I was over there at the time. And they talked about 

that cause a lot of cancer, and heart disease, and stuff like that. They thought that’s what 

contributed to a lot of people health back then. So I don’t know. I don’t know what come of the 

study from that. I don’t know. I just didn’t check into it. But yeah they talked about it. It was the 

biggest thing there. They would go around to the houses and stuff.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  They did? 
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HUNTSBERRY:  Oh, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:31:52]  Who would . . . Who was . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Some of the people that they had got in to come test the waters or the 

grounds. They’ll come in and talk to you and ask you stuff like that. But I didn’t get involved in 

that. Like I told them, it is what it is. The plants was way over there and I was way over here, but 

. . . basically it was the people like I said in Bel Air that did the most complaints about it. So I 

don’t know. I don’t know. Like I said, me, I didn’t . . . I was very young and didn’t want to even 

be bothered with it, so.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember any of the activism like with MEAN? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Hmmm? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:32:38]  The Mossville Environmental Action Now. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Do I know any of them? No [disagrees]. No. I don’t know them. I do 

know that my cousin still involved herself in that stuff, but I don’t. I say if anything pop out 

she’ll put it on Facebook. I’ll read it.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  It’s not your field of interest. 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [1:33:05]  [Disagrees]. No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I like to ask because there’s a lot of . . . I know there’s been a lot of 

coverage. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Yeah. Oh, very a lot. Very a lot they did. I didn’t . . . like I said I didn’t 

get involved in it. Not me. I didn’t get involved in it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:33:25]  Let’s see, we talked about where your grandparents worked . . . 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So what year did you graduate? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  I graduated from Sulphur High in ’79. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. And then what happened after that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Then I moved here in Lake Charles. I moved, and I worked, and had 

babies, and now I raise grandchildren [laughs]. But I moved back to in Mossville when my 

daughter, my last girl, I think she was like three or four years old because she graduated from 

Sulphur High. And then about . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  Y’all were staying at Mossville at the time? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:34:04]  Yeah. We stayed . . . we moved back and then in 2011 I moved 

here and I’ve been back here ever since. I’ve been back ever since, so.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  How many kids did you have? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Three. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Three kids. What are their names? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:34:24]  Larry and [Moshatta?] and [Kalulua?].  

 

ARSENEAULT: Got you. So what kind of values did your parents instill in you? I know we 

talked a little bit about . . .  

 

HUNTSBERRY: Well, not too much. The only thing we basically did was you had to go to 

school. And that was it. And do your chores and that was it. They wasn’t rough on us or nothing 

like that. They wasn’t hard but that’s . . . The main thing is you go to school. They want to make 

sure you go to school and finish. And we did and after I graduated like I said I worked and 

helped her out a little bit, so. But other than that, that was it. They didn’t put too much on us. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they go to . . . Your parents, did they finish school? 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [1:35:11]  No, they did not. My daddy . . . no, they dropped out in the 

third grade, I think it was, because they had to work. Back then they had to farm so they didn’t 

finish school. But my daddy’s as [wise?] as he can be. Honey, we used to laugh because that was 

our math teacher. We used to say, “Daddy what’s this problem? Can you figure out . . .” and 

before we could even figure that out on paper he already done told you what it was. And it’s 

amazing I say Daddy, you . . . “I didn’t have to go to school but I’m not dumb.” He would figure 

out that math so he was our math coach, he was, so. And they did that. But like I said back then 

in their days they had to work, so they had to work so they didn’t go to school. Yeah. They went 

to the third grade and that was it. That was it.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Your mom, too? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:36:00]  Yeah I think Momma went to the . . . No Momma went a little 

further I think further than Daddy did. I think she was around the sixth grade or something like 

that, but they had to . . . Like I said they had to work. Dana get my keys. They had to work. 

[Phone ringing] That’s my baby brother. He keep calling me. He going to call me and call me 

until I answer the phone.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  And your grandparents, their education? Do you know anything about 

that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: I don’t . . . I never asked them. I don’t think they went to school. I don’t 

think because like I said Daddy said they all had to work. They had to work. They did a lot of 
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farming and stuff back there so they had to work, so. So they didn’t talk about stuff like that. No 

Dana. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [To child] oh that’s too loud. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  Dana, no. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:37:00]  What about the sugarcane? What did they do with it? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Basically we just peel it and eat it right then and there. That’s what we did. 

They . . . everybody in the community have sugarcane I guarantee you that. So everybody had 

sugarcane. Dana shhh. So people come and just get sugarcane and you just sit on the porch and 

peel it and . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You just eat it? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: You just . . . you really just chew it because you chewing the sweetness 

out of it and throw the stuff out. That’s all. Basically what you doing is just chewing the 

sweetness and [you gone?]. It was good. I’d love, Lord have mercy, sugarcane. We ate a lot of 

them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they send it to get processed or anything? 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [1:37:45]  [Disagrees]. Grandma used to do her own stuff. She . . . 

basically like I said it was like . . . they would have it under the porch in a container and you just 

get it and peel it and keep it going. No, she didn’t process it or nothing. Everybody in the 

community had some sugarcane I guarantee you that. Everybody had some.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  They all grew it? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:38:06]  No, because . . . Down the street like I said they took care of 

each other. They’ll just go to the house and get a . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Just share it. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah and get a . . . and if this one got some purple hulled [?] peas they’ll 

share that too. That’s how they did. That’s how they did, honey. But yeah them . . . we used to go 

in that garden and cut them sugarcane. Lord, we used to have machetes. Them sharp knives and 

grandpa used to . . . Matter of fact I got four machetes from him that they used to cut they grass 

and cut sugarcane and stuff with. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They would cut the grass with it too? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:38:45]  Oh, yeah they’ll cut the grass with machetes. Oh yeah. Oh 

yeah. Like the big machetes they’ll sit out here . . . Sit out under the porch and sharpen that thing 

and he’ll just go and just . . . and I mean that grass will be flying. That’s how they cut the grass. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jawanna Huntsberry         4700.2667          Tape 4624                                                             83 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

That’s how they cut the grass. With the machetes.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  How would they sharpen it? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: They had a stone . . . Like a stone or something he used to have because 

they didn’t have files back then. They had a stone. And he would sit under that [car?] porch and 

sharpen that thing. Or either they would . . . the step. They use the side of the step and they’ll 

sharpen it on that. So they did that. That thing used to be so sharp the grass would just be flying. 

So they did that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:39:34]  What about the house? Do you know who built your house in 

Mossville? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: No the house was for my grandfather gave it to my mom and they house    

. . . I think my brother said they built they house, but it was a beautiful house. That thing was so 

gorgeous. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What did it look like? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: It was big. It was huge. It had . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Is it still in Mossville? 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [1:39:52]  No, my daddy had to tear it down, no. It had one, two, three, 

four . . . maybe five, six bedrooms, two bath . . . three baths. A big old den, a big kitchen. That 

kitchen was huge. A living room . . . Oh, I remember that. Had to walk through the glass doors to 

go into the living room. That floor used to shine so bad I said you better not wear a dress you’ll 

see everything under there. Because they kept it . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Like a mirror. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, it was beautiful. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it a wooden floor? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:40:26]  It was a wooden floor. And my cousin would get down on . . . 

Cousin Easter would get on her knees and they would . . . She would wax it. She’ll wax it just on 

her knees she’ll hand wax it. And that thing would be pretty. It would be beautiful. And they did 

that. They kept . . . They had a beautiful house.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Your grandfather built it? Or he had it built?  

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah well I think they built it. I think Joe said they built it in the time 

because she was staying somewhere else and they built that house. Because she had all them kids 

and she didn’t want her kids to be separated. So they built them a home. So . . . but it was 

beautiful. It was the biggest house in Queensboro. It was beautiful. It was beautiful. It was 
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beautiful. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:41:16]  What about your neighbor’s houses? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Ms.  . . . They was wooden. They was all wooden. Because where my 

grandma was, behind her, they had a lady Ms. [Rosette?]. They call her Ms. Rosette and she was 

blind and I used to say Daddy . . . Daddy would go to the store for her. And . . . Give it to him so 

he can be quiet. She was blind, but she’ll take that money . . . she have her money tied into a 

handkerchief in her bosom. And she would take that money and she would take that money and 

do like this and she would say . . . Five, and twenty . . . and I used to go I said, “How she know 

that?” Daddy said she knows. But she was blind. I said, “Daddy is she really really blind?” 

Because they wouldn’t tell you too much back there, but he would say she was blind. But she 

would do her hand like this with that money and when she come back with the change she would 

pat the change and she’ll tell you, “You shorting me.” And he would laugh. He’d say, “I told 

you. You can’t get nothing past them old people.” They would not put money in a bank. They 

kept they money on them or they hid it on they land. They wouldn’t . . . they didn’t believe in the 

bank. They wouldn’t. So, but she was . . .  

 

CHILD: They got some water over there. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:42:34]  Okay I’m going to get it up. Don’t worry about it. Who 

else besides you and your brother? 
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CHILD: Can I have some water? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Kitchen . . . Go in the kitchen. I’m going to give you some. Go ahead. 

They did that back then in them days. But like I said the neighbor’s house, it was all wooden. It 

was wooden so . . . because when you’ll walk you’ll . . . Them elderly people they took care of 

they self back then. They took care of they self. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:43:05]  Did most people build their own houses back then? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: I don’t know. I don’t know. I never asked. I didn’t ask them. [To child] 

Don’t do that. Go get a towel out the bathroom and wipe that up. I never asked them if they built 

they own homes or what back then. But it was a lot of the old people they all gone, dead and 

gone so . . . Stop that baby. But yeah, I didn’t ask them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:43:58]  So a couple more . . . We’re almost at two hours. So a couple 

more questions. What about like going back to the local businesses and stuff, so your mom made 

most of your clothes? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah [agrees].  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So she would make her own patterns? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: They didn’t have patterns back then. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jawanna Huntsberry         4700.2667          Tape 4624                                                             87 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 
 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:44:20]  Really? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Momma cut out of her head. She can just lay a thing down and just cut and 

it would be beautiful. She taught us how to sew from a pattern. Or either she’ll cut it . . . 

Whatever she think about, she would take and draw it on a newspaper and cut the newspaper out 

and use the newspaper as a pattern. She did that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She didn’t even buy patterns? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: She bought them as we . . . When we got older and was in school because 

we had to buy them for school because we was . . . at home ec and stuff like that. So she would 

show us how to do it from there. But a lot of the . . . it was something that she wants to make, she 

just do it from her memory. She just sewed. And she did, and she taught us. She even went so far 

making bras and underclothes. She make all of that. She did all of that. And so that’s it. We 

didn’t . . . we went to the stores to get some shoes or tennis shoes and socks. That was it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:45:12]  Where did you go to . . .? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: It was a TJ and Y. We had a store called TJ and Y. And it had everything 

and it had the . . . They had material they had clothes and stuff. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it in Lake Charles?  
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HUNTSBERRY:  [1:45:23]  No, that was in . . . TJ and Y was in Westlake. It was in 

Westlake and then they moved it on Highway 90. But that’s where we used to go a lot and do. 

But like I said material-wise, her sister from Houston would send her material and we would 

make clothes out of that. We would make clothes out of that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about . . . Be careful. Where did you get your hair done? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Oh, no hair . . . Momma pressed our hair. We . . . Momma took care of 

that. We didn’t . . . Or either we’ll go down to Ms. [Trent?]. Ms. Trent did a lot of pressing hair. 

Stop, Caden. Stop, Caden. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I’m trying to keep him away from this. I know he wants that red button. 

I’m going to hide it. Hide it from him. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Caden, stop. Yeah but other than that Momma would do our hair. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How would she press it? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:46:18]  With a pressing comb. We had a pressing comb and she’ll just 

heat it on the stove and just with the oil and just press it. But she took care of that.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about your brother’s haircuts and stuff? 
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HUNTSBERRY:  [1:46:30]  I don’t know. I don’t know who cut they hair. I don’t 

remember. I don’t know. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about special events? Y’all do anything special? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: No.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  For your hair or anything like that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [Disagrees]. No. nothing special. Not us because like I said work [hard?] 

and stay at home. That was us. That was us. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I was just curious if there was like a barber in Mossville or anything. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:47:00]  A what, baby? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  A barber . . . 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Mr. Thibodaux . . . in Bel Air would cut hair. He did a lot of cutting. I 

don’t know if Jo Jo and them went to them or what. He probably did because Mr. Thibodaux was 

the only one that cut hair that I remember, but I don’t remember nobody else. But Mr. Thibodaux 

did. He cut hair. He had his own thing. Matter of fact, his daughters and them cut hair now.  
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ARSENEAULT:  Family . . . 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:47:34]   Family business or something. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Yeah they . . . The girls cut hair. I don’t . . . know if mister . . . that’s 

probably . . . if he got his haircut that’s probably where they went because it was the only that I 

knew at the time. Mr. Thibodaux. Yeah. That was it.  

 

ARSENEAULT: And let’s see. Okay, we are almost done. So just to kind of wrap up. What 

are some of your fondest memories of Mossville? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Really is . . . Mossville was a community that stick together. We stayed 

together and like I said quietness. And then like I said we played a lot, but other than that like I 

said I was a home bounded person. I just stayed in the house watching T.V. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What would you watch? What was your favorite show? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:48:35]  Oh, honey I would watch . . . The Bonanzas would come on at 

the time. I’d watch them a lot. I would watch Elvis Presley a lot. Phyllis Dillers and stuff like 

that. I used to watch that. Because like I said we only had three stations at the time so whatever 

was on T.V. that’s what I watched. Because I stayed in the house, me. I go outside or either help 
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Daddy cut grass or something. Other than that, that was it. That was it. Besides doing my chores 

that was it. A lot of times like I said I’ll sit down and watch T.V. that was it, honey.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  So we didn’t . . . do anything. As we got older, then we ventured out and 

just worked and went about our business and went out clubbing and stuff like that. But that’s 

after we had got graduated and got out of school. But other than that, early days coming up, no, 

just whatever. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have a best friend in school or anything like that? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:49:40]  Yeah me and Sandy Rigmaiden, we was close. Samantha tried 

to hang with me. Poor Samantha. Poor little baby, Prior. But we just . . . it was just like a little 

group of us we’ll just hang together at school, but it wasn’t . . . Sandy wasn’t best best friends. 

We was just friends. Sarah, my cousin Sarah we were . . . We’ll hang together a lot. Candy Ford, 

Cathy wasn’t there too much because she moved to California at the time. But we’ll just all just 

hang together. It wasn’t nobody say my special friend or nothing like that. It wasn’t nothing like 

that. No. No.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What will you miss the most about Mossville?  

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:50:37]  The family oriented . . . It was so family . . . when I came up, 
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we was all so close by . . . it wasn’t that . . . we didn’t have that violent type personality over 

there. We was just quiet and just having fun. So it just was peaceful. It was really peaceful over 

there. It really was. Basically it just looked like a ghost town. So I don’t know. There’s some 

good memories there with the people next door, Ms. Maude and them. They would give big 

parties out now in the yard and stuff like that. And we used to go over there and dance and act up 

with them, but that’s all gone. It’s all gone. But that’s it.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  How do you want Mossville to be remembered? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:51:37]  Oh, wow. Basically to each his own. Like I said Mossville 

School was the biggest thing in Mossville. Where you still remember the games, the activities we 

put on over there and stuff like that. Basically that’s what I’m going to miss . . . that’s what I 

miss is the . . . because when they said they was tearing down the school that’s just . . . That’s the 

last result there, so. But that’s it. That’s it because like I said all the elderly people is gone they    

. . . decease and gone on, so it’s time to move on. Just to move on. But we got our memories. We 

have a Facebook page of it. So we got our memories and that’s a good thing.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Anything else you want to say? 

 

HUNTSBERRY:  [1:52:37]  No.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  For the recording? 
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HUNTSBERRY: No, that’s it.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Any memories you want to share? Anybody you want to remember? 

 

HUNTSBERRY: [1:52:46]  No I remember them all. On my street I do, so. No. [Disagrees]. 

No, no.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Well alright. I think that’s a good place to stop. We’re at almost two 

hours. We had a good long interview. 

 

HUNTSBERRY: Bless y’all. 

 

[1:53:01] 

 

[End Tape 4624. End Session I.] 
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