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[Begin Tape 4532. Begin Session I.] 
 
 
STEPHANIE DRAGOON:         Okay. Great. It is October tenth, 2015. We are at Ms. 

Margaret’s home in Lake Charles [Louisiana]. I’m Stephanie Dragoon with the T. Harry 

Williams Center for Oral History with LSU [Louisiana State University] Libraries. I’m here 

today with Ms. Margaret LaTour-Pitre to talk about her memories of Mossville, Louisiana as part 

of a project conducted in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu Museum to document the 

history of Mossville. Thank you so much for your time and for inviting us to your home here in 

Lake Charles. 

 

ENOLA MARGARET LATOUR-PITRE:          You’re welcome.  

 

DRAGOON:          This is our first interview session together. Could you please state your 

name for the recording? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      [00:35] First name Enola, Margaret LaTour-Pitre. 

 

DRAGOON:         When and where were you born? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         I was born in Lafayette, Louisiana on November sixteenth, 1946. 
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DRAGOON:         What were your parents’ names? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         My father’s name was Raymond LaTour. My mother’s name was 

Lily May Guillory LaTour. 

 

DRAGOON:         And what did they do for a living? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         My father was a laborer, I guess, and then trained to become a 

bricklayer and cement finisher. And my mother was . . . she was a housekeeper for a while. But 

then mostly her own family. A domestic, I guess, they called them at the time. But she worked 

quite often when we were young. 

 

DRAGOON:         [1:24]  And where did she work? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Like I said, she was a housekeeper for various people in the 

community, the various people that she would work for in different places. 

 

DRAGOON:          Around Mossville? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Sulphur [Louisiana]. Yeah, mostly it was in Sulphur. Some . . .  I 

think it was a few of them in Lake Charles [Louisiana]. But most of the jobs were Sulphur and 

Maplewood. Maplewood was booming at the time. So there were some people she worked for 

long-term. 
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DRAGOON:           Can you tell me about your grandparents? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         [01:54]  My grandfather on my father’s side was Joe LaTour. He 

actually, when I was very young, I guess somewhere in the early ‘50s, had had a stroke. He was 

living out in the country near Oberlin [Louisiana], but had had a stroke and was sort of disabled  

. . . or handicapped, at least. They built a house right next door to ours, to my family home. So 

from the early ‘50s until not long ago, when the house was finally taken down, my grandfather 

and his family, second family, moved there and lived next door to us. 

 

DRAGOON:         In Mossville? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          In Mossville. They were right next door to the house. My paternal 

grandmother had died when my dad was about nine years old. So my grandfather had remarried 

and had a second family. So he and his second family lived next door to us.  

 

DRAGOON:          What street was that on? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            [02:43]  When we first moved there, it was called Old Spanish 

Trail. But then after a while it was called Burton. And now that’s the name of it, is Burton. 

 

DRAGOON:            So a section of the Old Spanish Trail was renamed to Burton? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            Yeah. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams
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DRAGOON:          Do you know what year, around, that happened? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          No, actually, I don’t. But it was Old Spanish Trail until I was 

probably at least ten, eleven years old or something. And then they renamed it to Burton. 

 

DRAGOON:          Okay. Do you have siblings? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          I have . . . Yes, I have four siblings. I have one sister and three 

brothers. The oldest brother was Raymond Emil. And then I’m the second child. And my sister’s 

right after me. Her name is Cecilia. Hopefully you’ll get a chance to talk to them. And then about 

nine years after Cecilia, my mother had another boy, and his name is Patrick. And then two years 

after him, there was the last, the youngest brother. So we always joke about the two separate 

families. After so many years we ended up with two little brothers in the household. So that was 

fun. 

 

DRAGOON:          [4:00]  What’s the age difference? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            Between myself and the first one was about ten years. I was just 

about ten years old when he was born. And then the last one was twelve years. I tease them 

sometimes about having to take care of them, which we did back then. Having to feed them and 

give them baths and answer to their needs and their whims. So we joke about that a lot. 

 

DRAGOON:          So you helped with childcare when you were growing up? 
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LATOUR-PITRE:           [Agrees]  Like I said, especially when the last two boys came along. 

We did.  

 

DRAGOON:         When did your family move to Mossville? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            [04:40]  My brother was born in ‘44. So . . . And then I was born 

in, so I think it was about ’45, maybe, when they moved there. I do have the abstracts with some 

exact dates. But I’m trying to serve my memory now. Because when they originally moved into 

Mossville, they lived in the community further down, where the Mossville proper is considered 

around Prater Road and back toward Sulphur, in that area. My mother had a brother who . . .  I’m 

not quite sure the history of how he got the house. He had been in the military, and I guess after 

World War Two he was looking for property. He had a house in Mossville and decided he wasn’t 

going to live there. So he let one of his brothers live there for a while. When that brother decided 

to move, my parents got married and they were looking for a place to move so they moved and 

lived there for a while. So I’m imagining they probably stayed there maybe two or three years, 

because in the process, they acquired the land. They bought the land further down where our 

house is now, and then started getting the lumber and building the house.  

So somewhere, I guess, around ’46, and again, the loan is in the abstract, ‘47 and ‘48 was 

when the house was built and we moved in. So, yeah, somewhere between ‘46 and ‘48. Because 

I remember the stories about my youngest brother, my oldest brother, being three and four years 

old and trying to climb a ladder to go help Dad do the roofing. And that’s one of the stories I 

remember hearing. So he was still a little baby, and I’m two years younger than he is. So it was 

about ‘48, I think, when they finally settled in there. 
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DRAGOON:          [6:32]  And where were they living before? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           I’m not quite sure where the location was in Mossville. But like I 

said . . . Well, when they first got married, they were living out in, what we call, in the country, 

near Basile. My dad was in a community area between Oberlin and Mamou and Basile, out in 

one of those rural areas. And then when he and my mom were married, and she lived in Basile 

proper. When they got married, they were like somewhere in between the two places and then, 

like I said, relocated to this area, primarily because of the job opportunities that were developing 

at the time right after the war. 

 

DRAGOON:            What kinds of opportunities? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          [07:15]  Well, there were just jobs. There were jobs available. So 

when my dad, like I said, when they first moved down here, he worked at a lumber yard, I think 

in the Dequincy area. And some of those, the pictures, are in there that you’ll see, later. But he 

worked in a lumber yard at first, when he first moved here. Then he started doing construction 

type jobs, buildings, and building jobs as a construction worker. Again, that’s one of the family 

jokes we had. Because Mom, as a housekeeper, she’d be out to work and a shower would come 

up and when we’d look up Dad was home, and it was like, oh, rats. [laughs] He had the 

opportunity to be home a lot of times when she was working. And he did that until . . . so I guess 

around ‘48, ‘49, until about ’56. In 1956, someone who knew him got him into Firestone. 

Around that timeframe of ‘56, I think, the year when Patrick was born, he was offered a job at 

Firestone. And took the job and retired from there. I think Mom was just one of those high-
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energy people that she just, she worked, she worked pretty much the whole time we were 

growing up. But her priority was always her family. Definitely always her kids and her 

household.  

 

DRAGOON:          What’s your earliest memory of Mossville? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           [08:42]  My earliest one is, again, because I was so young when we 

actually moved on that end of town, on that end of the community, that’s my earliest memory 

was where they built the house, closer to Sulphur. There was wooded area all around us. It was 

our house, my grandfather’s house. And then we had the Townsend lived . . . and then Mrs. 

Davis, Ms. Christine, we called her, she lived right next door to my grandfather. Actually she 

was the one who was selling the land to my dad and my grandfather. And so she lived right next 

door to my grandfather, and then down from her were the Townsend family, the Braxton, [?] and 

Laurie Braxton’s family was. And then I don't remember when and how my uncle moved into 

that same, smaller community. But he and his family were back.  

Earliest memories was a lot of woods, a lot of playing in the woods, a lot of the 

traditional little kids stuff: the berries, picking the blackberries, and finding the fruit trees, and 

going up to the railroad tracks when we weren't supposed to. And then Mr. Perkins was still alive 

at the time. I can remember we would be back there, there was trails that would go back there, 

and we would end up at Mr. Perkins’ house. And the big memory I have with Mr. Perkins is 

seeing his big house with the front porch and a pear tree. [laughs] We would go back and get 

pears.  

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams
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Going back to the uncle and his family, he had a large family. When my mom would go 

to work and my dad and mom would go to work, sometimes his wife would keep us. She would 

keep us during the daytime. So we spent a lot of time with the cousins back there, loving and 

fighting and doing bad things, what the other kids would do.  

[10:34]  And then we would, then, of course, like I said, then she would pick us up. This 

was probably even before my grandfather moved, I can remember that. So it would have been 

between ’50 and . . .  because I think he moved around ‘54, something like that, ‘53, ‘54. But my 

Aunt Eva took care of us a lot. And like I said, there was a lot of . . . With the property we had 

available, the one thing my parents . . . It was a thing, too. My joke is, we probably had attention 

deficit in the family for a long time. But when my parents got through with a structured lifestyle 

of staying focused, get your tasks done or else, somehow we were able to overcome this how to 

stay focused on stuff. A lot of chores as we got older. When they would leave for work, there 

was definitely do this, do that. 

 

DRAGOON:           [11:21]  What kinds of chores did you do? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          House cleaning. Making sure everything was cleaned up in the house 

and the yard. My oldest brother was the only boy at the time. But general property upkeep. 

Doing some laundry. At that age, whatever we could. But progressively, they grew up with the 

concept of by the time you’re six or seven years old, you’re working, you’re doing something. 

So by the time we were seven or eight or nine years old, we were doing something and we were 

capable of doing the laundry. They didn’t give us things that they figured we couldn’t handle or 

shouldn’t be doing. But it was simple chores that had to be done by the time they got back. So 
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typically for kids, sometimes we’d spend most of the day fighting and playing, finding other 

things to do. And then one of the family jokes as well is my dad had, by then, had a little car that 

had a sun visor on it. And somehow, because it was wooded, you couldn’t see the road the way 

you can now. But you could hear this car coming and the sound, the air, I guess, through the 

visor or something, it made a whistling sound. And boy, the whistling sound, was, it was 

scurrying. It was like making sure whatever was not finished was trying to get done in the last 

thirty seconds. Because at that time, a lot of times, he would even probably have to pick up my 

mom. They just had the one car.  

[12:46]  I can remember as kids we would line up all the rocking chairs in the living 

room and we’d play train and the conductor. We would line up . . . That was one of the things we 

would do. And typical for older siblings, he was the man in charge. So if he decided we were 

going to play a certain game, that’s what everybody did. So our joke with the family again was I 

was the one that always decided no. [laughs] It was interesting because we grew up with this 

sibling rivalry, I guess. It was like, you’re not the boss of me kind of thing. So I would fight back 

with him all the time. And to this day, the other day, his wife was telling me that now he’s had a 

lot of strokes and he’s kind of like handicapped. But she said, “Don’t you want to go to the other 

sister’s house?” “No,” he said, “she don’t argue. I like to go to Margaret’s house because she 

argues. She’ll just . . . she just agreed on everything.” So to this day we still, to the extent that we 

can, go back and forth about the least little issue. So needless to say a lot of times as kids he’d 

say, “Let’s do this,” or, “Let’s play that.” And we had to go through a little fight before it was 

agreed on what. So we spent a lot of time playing hard, working hard.  

[14:04]  When my parents were home, they were strict disciplinarians. Tell everybody, I 

don't know, maybe I am a violent person. But I got spankings. My parents never liked . . . We 
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distinguished between what’s a spanking and what’s a beating. They . . . We never got beatings. 

It was like, they didn’t just go ballistic on us. But we knew that there were certain things that we 

had to meet, or else there were some serious consequence. So, and again, the joke is like, I don't 

know why you could never get that, Margaret. He was usually the one who was in trouble. So 

there was discipline. Mom was a very devout Catholic. There was a lot of prayer, a lot of those 

waking up at 5:30 in the morning to go to six o’clock mass because it was the first Friday or the 

first Saturday. [laughs]  

  

DRAGOON:         [14:56]  Where did you go to church? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        We went to Saint Peter Claver, I think, in Sulphur for a long time. 

And early teens or so we started going to Saint John Bosco in Westlake [Louisiana]. So there 

was a lot of times to get the jobs done, to do the work, do what you have to do. But then you also 

had a lot of time to play. I like to think of my family as there was a really good balance between 

what’s work and what’s play. They both had a good sense of humor. They would tease each 

other. My dad would literally get out in the yard and race with us and played softball with us. 

And by that time, my grandfather and his family was there and their children were like our ages 

and a little bit older. So everybody would get out in the yard. And then he and his sibling would 

start big fights about who was cheating. So it was a lot of fun. It was . . . Basically, that was it. I 

can remember a lot of fun in the backyard. But I can also remember very strict guidelines about 

what needed to be done. 
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DRAGOON:           Was your mother doing most of the discipline? Or did they share that 

responsibility? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        [16:11]  No, they shared. She’d tell you, “Wait until your father got 

home.” [laughs] And it wasn’t a put off. If she felt that it was necessary for her to take care of the 

problem at the moment, she did. That’s the other thing I like about when I remember them, I 

could hear them discussing sometimes. In the morning as you wake up, you could hear them in 

their bed, talking. And they would get together and they would discuss their issues and about 

what was going on. One of the things I liked about both of them was, “What did your mother 

say?” Today it’s just so . . .  and kids know how to do it. Like, “Can I go?” It was nothing. I 

don’t care how long it had been before she’d have gotten home, “Not until your mother. What 

did your mother say?” And until he got confirmation from my mom that it was okay, he didn’t 

just say, “Well, okay. If she says okay, it’s alright.” It was like, no. He made sure. You couldn’t 

just tell him that and he would buy into that. And same with her. If she told you, “Wait till your 

father gets home.”  

[17:11]  So they collaborated, and they talked and they shared. And they came to mutual 

decisions. Whether they had . . . Because the discussions was probably because they didn’t both 

agree on the decision. But they would come to a mutual decision that you knew you’re not going 

to play them against each other, because this is where it’s going to be and where it’s going. So I 

think that was good for us as well. It made it easy. [laughs] We kind of know what to expect. We 

didn’t have to remember who we’re blowing smoke at a time, next time. So they had strict 

guidelines. Mom was probably the more lenient in terms of trying new things. Dad was more 

like, if it’s working, why do we have to change it, sort of. But she was the one who would say, 
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“Well, Raymond,” like allowance for opportunities or for something, some new experiences. 

Then again, they would discuss. And then he would agree or it didn’t happen. 

 

DRAGOON:           [18:13]  Did your family have a garden at the house? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Oh, yes. Yes. Oh, pretty much most of the time. That was another 

memory I have. It wasn’t so big that we had a lot of work to do. But we would help with tending 

the garden. The memories of the fresh produce right out of the garden. He had gardens. There 

was usually a chicken or a pig. One time there was rabbits. He was raising rabbits. And these 

were all for food purposes. And then every now and again . . .  like we didn’t think of them in 

terms of pets. It was like, this is for food. So we did have that. And when I said yard works and 

chores, these would all be the kinds of things: take care of the animals, take care of the garden, 

help with the yard. Everybody had . . . if it was a yard day, everybody had to get out, because it 

was a little over an acre. He would take care of my grandfather’s, too, so there were bricks to be 

moved. And in the process of getting us to do all these chores, he always had a technique or a 

way that he would show us.  

[19:15]  My father only had a fourth grade . . . barely a fourth grade education, before the 

owner of . . . the sharecropper—my grandfather was a sharecropper when he was a kid—decided 

he was needed to do the work more than it was necessary for him to go to school. So he barely 

had a fourth grade education. But the family joke is that if he’d been educated, he’d probably 

have been a rocket scientist, because he had an ability to figure things out and to assess things. 

And then if he would learn things, he left himself . . . That was one thing he did try to do was 

leave himself open to hear stuff that he could use as knowledge because he couldn’t read about 
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it. When we got older, we noticed he watched the news faithfully every day. He wanted to see 

what was going on with the news so he could talk about it. There were times when he did talk 

about not being able to read, when he considered maybe trying to go to school and learn how to 

read and just decided it was just too much. He stopped. But you could see he had the thought that 

he wished he could read.  

[20:15]  But he would either pick up techniques from his jobs or . . . and he would bring 

them home. So there was always a way of showing you how to do it. Inside family joke is— 

even if it’s wrong, do it right. Because he was really big on doing the job the right way. And if 

you don’t know, ask somebody. And that’s how he would handle the task he would give to us. 

“Go get me a three-penny nail.” “What’s a three-penny nail?”  And a Philips screwdriver or 

something. By the time you got through with him, you knew what a three-penny nail is and you 

knew what a screwdriver is. And then he would come back and say, “Well, if you didn’t know 

what you was looking for, why didn’t you ask me?” Like, “Why did you just go off and try to 

find something you don’t know what you’re looking for?” So it was a technique of teaching that 

applies to our life even now. I mean, it was such a valuable lesson for us to learn how to do a job 

right, how to ask the right questions and make sure that you’re doing it right. So that was . . . 

And both of them are like that, but especially him. So we always . . . As we got older, we could 

see how wise he was in spite of not having the education.  

[21:27]  And again, Mom had the eighth grade education. She had gone as far as she 

could go without going to high school. But she was the inquisitive one. And because she could 

read, she was the one who learned the table etiquettes, and how to do things, like the refined kind 

of things, I guess, the one who wanted to climb the mountains because of her curiosity. She 

wanted to see. She wanted to know. So she brought that to us, curiosity, too, of learning more 
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stuff. Try things. Do something different. So it was a good balance. Again, her work ethics was 

about as strong as my dad’s. They was both . . . We laugh about that, too. Keep the house clean. 

When you walk in her house, you smell Clorox. We would play in the yard all day, especially in 

the summer times, and it was hot. Bath time, the bath water was reeking of Clorox. [laughs] 

Never had skin infections. Never had chiggers. And check for ticks. But I mean, it was like being 

outside, she would just make sure that we were good and clean. And of course we didn’t have the 

indoor plumbing until sometime later on. So they would make the usual bathtub that everybody 

would use, with the outhouse way in the back in the yard.  

  

DRAGOON:           [22:52]  Where was the bathtub? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Well at first, when we were younger, it was set up in the house, in 

the kitchen area. She would set up the bath. Or maybe in one of the bedrooms. But then as time 

progressed, again, a lot of this, I guess happened between ‘48 and ’55, I suppose. He built a 

garage with a laundry room—the wash house, we called it—and put the washing machine. So the 

bath would happen in there sometimes. So like I said, but there was a lot of baths in there. And 

then we finally progressed to indoor plumbing. 

 

DRAGOON:          What year did you say you had the indoor plumbing? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         [23:38]  Let’s see. Now this is totally a guess. Not when Pat born, 

because I remember bathing him in a kitchen sink. So it was after ‘56 when the indoor . . .  

because when he built the bathroom . . . yeah, because we had the well. Yeah, it would have been 
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like between ‘56 and maybe ‘58, during that timeframe. Because I can remember when Patrick 

was born, where the kitchen was, and we were still bathing him as a baby in that kitchen sink. 

And then after that, a little while after that, that kitchen got turned into a bedroom with a 

bathroom and that’s when he remodeled some of the house. Because that was the other thing 

with the house. I tell people that every stick, board and nail on this house, my dad put it here. He 

started with a four-room house and then he added it and then, and as his family was growing, he 

added the bathroom and more bedrooms. And then the final section he added, I guess, five years 

before he died, six years before he died. So it was around, like I said, between ‘56 and ‘58. And 

one of my siblings could probably tell you more exactly what year it was, but it was around that 

timeframe from my memory right now, he finally converted and we had inside. 

 

DRAGOON:         [25:04]  What year did he pass away? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         My granddaughter’s eleven this year. So 2004. Yeah. And Mom died 

2005. Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:          If I go back a little bit, can you tell me a little bit more about your garden? 

About what kinds of vegetables and fruits . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Tomatoes and cucumbers. He tried watermelons one time. Green 

beans, okra. Turns out I was allergic to the okra leaves, so I got out of cutting the okra. I wasn’t 

… And those are the kind of things, too. We had to go pick the produce and stuff. Those are 

some of the more staples. And maybe he tried potatoes. But it wasn’t . . . Like I say, it wasn’t 
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like a grand garden. It was just big enough to kind of feed the family and so those were some of 

the kind of things that I can remember. 

 

DRAGOON:           Did you share, sell or trade with neighbors? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      Especially because, like I said, our biggest, people we knew most and 

played with the most was family. Definitely. Always. Yeah, the families would always share 

whatever . . . Everybody. I can remember sometimes some of my relatives would, my mother’s 

sisters or somebody would get the commodities. When they ended up with more stuff than they 

could use, then they would share with her and stuff like that. Because they weren’t . . . my 

parents wasn’t getting it. But we drank commodity milk, powdered milk, a few times. [laughs]  

 

DRAGOON:            [26:42]  What is that? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Powdered milk. 

 

DRAGOON:         Oh, powdered milk.  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          We had powdered milk in the house a few times. I hate powdered 

milk. [laughs] So yeah, there was a lot of sharing of childcare. And like I said, again, with her 

brother’s family, because Mrs. Davis, she was kind of like the neighborhood watch. She’d keep 

an eye on things and could report. That was another thing, too, that we like about the 

neighborhood. If you were in the neighborhood, and the neighbors saw you doing something . . . 
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This was a typical story most people grew up with. If the neighbors saw you doing something 

that wasn’t right, your parents knew about it. 

 

DRAGOON:          And Ms. Davis was one of the ones who’d report back? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         She was one of the neighborhood watch. When we first got our 

phone, again, I’m not sure what year, I guess early ‘50s, it was a party line. And we were in a 

party line with Ms. Davis. [laughs] So you had to be careful how you used the phone, especially 

when the parents were gone at work during the daytime and you decide you want to make prank 

calls. Yeah, we didn’t do that a lot. Ms. Davis could . . . she was always there to listen and check 

on us. And sometimes she would pick up the phone, “Can you get off the phone? I need to make 

a phone call.” Again, the kids weren’t allowed a big phone user. But as children are, you did try 

to play with the phone a little bit, to find some reason to use it.  

But our closest relationships were with a cousin who was just within walking distance. 

We would just walk up the road and then go back into the woods and we could be there, spend 

some time with them, and sharing with them. And then she had another sister who got married 

and moved into the Mossville proper area. 

 

DRAGOON:           [28:16]  Who did? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            My mother’s sister. She had another sister, [Dajos?], I don't know if 

you had a chance to talk to her family. Or [Darjean?], some people call them. So that we would 

invite in, everybody pretty much had a car and we would run back and forth and visit with them. 
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Oh, and she did have another sister, actually, who moved. That was the [Datrus?], the [Datrus?] 

family. They moved and left and went to California early on. Again, ’58, maybe, about ’58, they 

were gone. They went to California, they moved to California. We ended up with quite a few 

relatives around that we visited with a lot, shared with.  

 

PETE:  Hello. 

 

DRAGOON:            Hi. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       [29:17]  That’s my husband Pete. And the other thing that we did, too, 

as entertainment in the household, for sure. I don't know if you heard that, I think Kim had 

mentioned that my father was a musician. 

 

DRAGOON:           Yes. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           And that was another one of those things that I’d forgot to mention 

earlier about the playing and dancing. We work hard, we played hard, we danced hard. He would 

start playing and it was just, at the time, the five of us. He and my mom, and my sister, and my 

brother and I. Mom would grab us—she’s the one that taught us to dance—and we’d do waltz, 

we’d do two-steps. He played the music. One of us would rub a rubbing board. He showed us 

how to use the spoons. So we had a little band thing going. We spent a lot of time just making 

music in the household, just us. 
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DRAGOON:             [30:03]  Did he teach you how to make music, too? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           Nobody learned to play the accordion. I guess at best we learned to 

really appreciate music in general. Because Mom, again, was one of these people where the 

music was fine but she was curious about other kinds of music as well. 

 

DRAGOON:               Did she play? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         No, she wasn’t a musician. 

 

DRAGOON:           How did your dad learn how to play the accordion? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         [30:30]  The term they use, play by ear. His father and his 

grandfather played the accordion. And as a child, the story goes, as he would hear his father 

playing, he would look at him and he would watch him. And his father didn’t realize that he was 

picking it up. And always threatened, “Don’t play my accordion. Leave it alone.” Apparently one 

time his grandfather heard him, this is the story I heard, heard my dad play. And when his father 

started chastising him about playing with the accordion, his grandfather was the one who told 

him, “Leave him alone. Let him play. He plays well.” And he started playing. So I guess as a 

teenager, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, you’re a young man, his sister told me one night when 

she was young, he was playing. So by seventeen, eighteen, I guess, he was playing house dances. 

Of course, back then, it was all house dances.  
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Just to go back, a story on my dad as well, when his mom died when he was nine years 

old, he had a sister and two brothers at the time. But he was about nine years old. The sister was 

six, I guess, or something like that. But anyway, the maternal grandparents decided the father 

couldn’t take care of the smaller children. The youngest brother was an infant when she died. So 

the last three children moved away to live with the maternal grandparents. And my dad stayed 

with his dad because, again, he’s nine years old by then. They’re working. So he was able to take 

care of himself and to be able to help with work around the house. So my grandfather kept him 

there with him. So he and his siblings kind of grew up kind of apart. They would visit with each 

other, but it wasn’t like growing up with your siblings.  

[32:14]  I remember when she was telling me this story about being at this house dance 

as she started to get older and she saw him playing, how it hit her that this was her oldest brother 

and how well he was playing and how she was fascinated with it. And she said . . . He would 

acknowledge her and he came over. But they didn’t really have a relationship going, because 

they hadn’t grown up together. But they acknowledged each other. So it was after he married 

Mom that they reestablished a relationship, the siblings. And like I said, they very much grew to 

be a part of each other’s lives. But the memories of the house dances we had on a smaller scale 

were some really good memories.  

[33:00]  I did take a stab at being a piano player. This was one of these priceless 

comments that he made. Mom had a cousin all the way in Houston [Texas] that had a piano she 

wanted to get rid of. He and Mom . . . He had a truck, an old truck. Drove it all the way to 

Houston, loaded up the piano, brought it all the way back, because she wanted her children to 

take piano lessons. I volunteered. I’ll do it. In transporting the piano, a lot of the keys were 

damaged. So it was a half piano. But most of it was, started taking piano lessons. And took piano 
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lessons for five years, maybe. Progressing through the books. Doing piano lessons. Doing okay. 

Started getting to the phase where you don’t want to practice that much. One day my dad looked 

at me and he said, “You really want to play this thing?” I said, “Well, yeah.” When he asked you 

a question like that, you didn't want to say no. [laughs] “Well, yeah.” He says, “No, you don’t.” 

“Well, what do you mean? Why do you think I don’t want to play?” He said, “Because I can see 

the way you sit there and play that piano.” He said, “If you really felt that music and you really 

wanted to play that piano,” he says . . . And the cousin who they got it from, that’s how she 

played the piano. She worked the piano. I mean, she loved playing the piano.  

[34:09]  I never forgot that. It was like . . . And again, it’s one of those life lessons. Like 

if you really have a passion for something, you’re going to feel it, you’re going to know it, 

you’re going to demonstrate it. If you’re just doing something because it’s a challenge or you 

don’t know why you’re doing it, put down the piano. Learn how to appreciate good music of all 

kinds. But recognize, maybe you’re not a musician. The only family of my siblings who ended 

up with a natural music talent was the youngest brother. He played the drums. And ever since he 

was a little boy, little tiny kid, he started beating on containers and buckets and did that until 

Mom realized he does have a talent, he really likes this, and bought him a set of drums when he 

was eleven, twelve, maybe thirteen. I’ll never forget that Christmas when he walked in and they 

had bought a set of drums for him. 

 

DRAGOON:         [35:00]  Does he still play? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Still plays.  
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DRAGOON:             What kind of music? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           He plays . . . I think he really likes jazz kinds of music, R&B kind of 

music, and some zydeco. As a matter of fact, he was indoctrinated with what was then being 

called zydeco. Because my thing with my dad and the music he played is, my dad never really 

got into the zydeco sound with the big accordion and the rhythmic beat of the . . .  He stayed 

more on the Cajun side. My dad really played Cajun music a lot. When Felice got old enough, 

after he had a set of drums, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen years old, by seventeen years old, he 

started playing with my dad, because by then my dad had a band, a little small band that he was 

going around playing dances different places. 

 

DRAGOON:          And what was the band called? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Raymond LaTour and the Sulfur Playboys. And I have little fliers and 

stuff that I’ll show you when he first started playing. 

 

DRAGOON:            [36:00]  Did they ever play in Mossville? I know there’s the place called 

the Paradise. Or any other places that you remember? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           Well, he played . . .  I remember some of the cities. But the exact . . . 

Because that was another thing. When he would go to play, it was a him and a guy kind of thing. 

Very often, we weren’t there. But I think he did play at the Paradise Club one time. One of the 

other siblings can confirm that a lot better. Certainly Felice and Raymond would know. But he 
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would play like Richard, I think, in Opelousas [Louisiana]. He played a couple of places in 

Opelousas. He played some places in . . . he went out to Texas and played for different people. It 

was like invitational. It was like, “Can you come and play for us?” So between Houston and 

[Rugal?], he played different places along the I-10. [It wasn’t the?] Chitlin’ Circuit. [laughs] But 

he played for different places. And between ‘58, ‘59 and maybe ‘60, until after I was married, I 

got married in ‘66, he was playing quite a bit. He had almost every weekend. And he actually 

played at the New Orleans World Fair . . . at the world fair when it was held in New Orleans. 

 

DRAGOON:          Oh, wow. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            Yeah, he and his little group actually played there for, I think they 

were there a week. 

 

DRAGOON:             [37:30]  What year was that? Do you know? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        I forget. It’s something we can look up. [note: 1984] 

 

DRAGOON:           Yeah. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           [37:37] And I had a paper where they acknowledge him playing. 

And did I save things? I don't know where it is right now. I haven’t been able to find it. But yeah, 

he played at the World’s Fair when he was in New Orleans. Again, I guess, whenever that, if that 

was in the ‘50s, ‘60s, when it was there. He and his group was there for a week and they would 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Enola Margaret LaTour-Pitre      4700.2584      Tape 4532                                                     24 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

play. And I wasn’t here; I was married and gone. Or in the ‘70s, maybe. Maybe, yeah, it was 

probably beyond the ‘60s. But anyway, so he and Felice played together for quite a while, and a 

couple other . . . the guys that was in the band. 

 

DRAGOON:               [38:19]  You mentioned that your grandfather was a sharecropper? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           Yes. Joe was. 

 

DRAGOON:           Joe? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            [38:25]  Yeah. My mother’s family owned their own land forever    

. . . for a long time. I think they acquired land after the Civil War, when they were doing land 

grants, I guess. The great-great-grandfather acquired a large parcel of land. My grandfather 

himself had like thirty-five acres in Basile, the community out there in Basile. So he owned his 

own land. But Joe was a sharecropper. And my mother’s . . . You had asked me about my 

grandparents earlier. My mother’s family was Isaac Guillory and Orelia [?]. I have pictures of 

them up there. Like I said, he owned his own farm. She came from a family of twelve. There was 

actually . . . no, ten. There was twelve. A son died and a daughter died. The remaining siblings 

were five sisters and five brothers. So it was kind of interesting how it was a perfect balance 

there. And that’s where she grew up, on the farm there. 

 

DRAGOON:           Was that close to where your father grew up? 
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LATOUR-PITRE:     It was in the general . . . Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:            It wasn’t . . . okay. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Yeah. It wasn’t like right close. But it was close enough in that day. 

And especially when they did the house parties, the people in the community would get together. 

Or church functions, and they would get together. I think that’s how they met, in one of these 

house party functions . . . party gatherings, I think is how they met. And of course they had to 

always get the proper approval on who they could talk to. So he started coming over to visit with 

her. One of her jokes is how he’d ride over on this very small, thin, skinny little horse. [laughs] 

And my father was a small man himself. He was, I guess, five-five, maybe, small stature. We 

call him the little Napoleon. He was small but mighty. [laughs] He would take it on if it killed 

him. 

 

DRAGOON:            Okay. Can you talk a little bit about your education and your siblings’?  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         [40:57]  I started school . . . When I started school, we were going to 

Sacred Heart. We went . . . There was a community bus that would come into the neighborhood 

at a certain stop point. My mother would have to drive out to that point. And we would get on the 

bus, drive into . . . the bus would take us into Lake Charles on the corner of Broad [Street] and 

Bilbo [Street], or whatever the bus stop was in that area. And of course my brother had already 

been going to Sacred Heart in Lake Charles because he was two years older. So he had already 

been going. So when I started school, he and I would walk from that bus stop around Mill 
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[Street], Broad and Bilbo, in that area, and walk down to Sacred Heart, which is closer to 

Enterprise [Boulevard]. I was there my kindergarten year and, I guess, my first grade, or second 

grade, and then moved. 

At that point my mother decided . . . My sister was fixing to start school, so she decided 

we were going to go to school in Westlake. Westlake had an all-black elementary school for 

children. We were there until about the third grade for me. And then they opened Mossville and 

that’s where I graduated from. From there I went to, out of high school, after graduation, I went 

to McNeese [State University] for a little over a year . . . about a year. First year there, I meet my 

husband. I meet Pete. He decided we should fall in love and get married. I’m going, I don't 

know. Okay. Sound like a good idea. [laughs] I tease my kids. I say, “Trust me, at that age, it 

was kind of like, all right.” And I see it so often in the kids. It’s like, “What do you want to do?” 

“I don't know.” And when I decided to go to school, I looked around and I thought what’s my 

best option? Given the options of things that I could do, I decided no, I’m going to go to school. 

Didn’t really know why I was there or what I was going to take or anything. But I did start.  

[43:10]  And then about a year and a half after I was there, Pete proposed and we got 

married in ‘66. While I was in school, during the weekdays, we stayed with a lady here in Lake 

Charles who would board college girls, particularly. So during the week I was staying with, we 

called her Ms. Sophie, and go to McNeese. And then on weekends, I would go home. And then 

the year after I started, my sister started. But I think when she started we were there for like one 

semester. And then I dropped out. In that following year, I ended up getting married. So I never 

did go back to Ms. Sophie. But anyway, so a year, a year, about a year, a good year, after being 

in school a year and a half, we got married in ‘66, got married on Saturday, left on Sunday. Pete 
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was already graduated from McNeese. He was a senior when we met. Had joined the air force. 

Was stationed up at Wright Patterson in Ohio, Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio.  

So we moved up there, he and I. He was there in the air force for three and a half years. 

Decided . . . They offered an early out. He came out . . . This was just when the Vietnam era was 

fixing to go into full fledge, full swing, was pretty much going, was there already. And decided 

to become a government civilian. So we stayed in Ohio.  

A few years after we were there, I decided I wanted to go back to school. So the joke is, I 

literally graduated with over 200 credit hours by the time I actually got a degree. [laughs] 

Because I would go in school, I would come out, I would go in school. But what happened is, I 

realized, it hit me that I really did want to be in school. I actually am taking a class now. I like 

being in school. But in ‘81, I got my degree in chemistry, a BS degree in chemistry. And then 

started a graduate program. By then I was working for Monsanto Corporation on a DOE 

government contract. We were doing weaponry research and development. And so I was 

working for Monsanto doing that kind of work and I started a master’s program. So from ‘81 to 

about ‘84, I was in a master’s program. And ‘85, we relocated to Virginia. Pete had gone there 

for a temporary assignment and decided, again, he wanted to stay there.  

[45:38]  So we relocated to Virginia. And that’s where we finished raising our kids. We 

adopted both of our children when we were in Ohio. Both of our kids are adopted, a boy and a 

girl. Now a man and a woman. [laughs] So that’s kind of the . . . And like I said, with my 

education, followed my mother’s pattern. I’d get curious about something, I’d want to know 

about it. As life goes, raising the kids and working, we both worked fulltime. You put it aside, 

but then this past year I decided I’m going to do something different. Like I’m semi-retired right 
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now. He’s fully retired. He was going to school until this quarter he decided, I need a break. But 

I decided to go back and take a class. So we like McNeese. [laughs]  

 

DRAGOON:     [46:25]  Where did you end up graduating? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Wright State. Wright State University in Dayton . . . or Fairborn, I 

guess, it’s in Fairborn, Ohio. And I started my studies because we were right up the street from a 

historically black university called Central State Wilberforce. They were those two schools that 

were up there. So I started at Central State. And then when I started working for Monsanto, I 

transferred to Wright State because they had a better program. I did pretty much all my studies at 

night. They had evening classes. So I was able to work during the daytime and go to class at 

night. Yeah, it was . . . Like I tell my kids, as long as you have a functioning brain cell, you can 

go to school. But there are times when it’s a lot easier than other times. When you’ve got two 

kids and a fulltime job and a household to run and decide you want to get a degree, then it’s a 

challenge. It’s a challenge. But it worked. And we got through it.  

[47:25]  After all of that, I haven’t been in a lab in I don't know how many years. [laughs] 

About twenty-five years since I’ve been in a lab. But the first twenty years, a lot of my time was 

spent in laboratories. I was doing research type work. One of the jobs I had when I first started 

working in a lab, actually, was for Fells Institute, Fells Research Institute, in a small town called 

Yellow Springs, Ohio. That’s where we were living. And their project was, at the time, was the 

space program. We were evaluating samples, monkey samples, samples from sacrificed 

monkeys, to see the effects of weightlessness on the body. They were trying to determine the 

effects of being weightless. So that was one of the first projects that I worked on. And then when 
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I left them, that’s when I ended up working for Monsanto, doing weaponry research and 

development. [laughs]  

 

DRAGOON:          [48:22]  What does that entail? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Basically looking at weaponry type materials. And then one of the 

things that I had to do . . . And we do an analysis of the purity, or the quality. That’s what I was 

doing specifically. There were other people doing different other things as well. But my job was 

to look . . . I was more like on the waste end of it or the qualifying end of it, where I would use    

. . . we were using scientific instruments to determine the purity of a powder. It could be 

radioactive, or not. Sometimes if you’re working on a sample and you were told it’s not 

radioactive and you break it and you’d bomb out a whole building, then you find out, oh, it was. 

[laughs] Like oh, okay, somebody could have told us that. But working a lot in glove boxes, hot 

boxes. And then one of the other jobs I had was recovering the waste so it could be processed 

and evaporated, evaporating the nuclear waste off of it. And then re-drum and sealed and 

disposed of. So that was another thing. A lot of the work required working in hot . . . in the glove 

boxes and monitoring with the dosimeters.  

[49:46]  I used to tell my families, a lot of times they were concerned, “You’re working 

on radioactive materials?!” But it’s like, fortunately I never had to work with the really bad, the 

other people were doing that. Ones that I was working with, their half-life was really quick. They 

used to tell us, “Go home and drink a few beers and flush your system.” It would flush pretty 

quickly, would deteriorate pretty quickly. And fortunately for me, and again, I tell them that, too, 

it’s a question of, if you know what the safety rules are and you follow the rules and you don’t 
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do things you’re not supposed to, it’s hard for you to actually have an uptake. Something has to 

happen that’s outside of your control. If you’re doing your job well, it’s not that easy . . .  

because they have a lot of precautions in place. And then they monitor your, and then sometimes 

when we had to work with the materials and [undrumming?] or opening something, we had to go 

full body suit. Where it was pressurized with air and you’re sealed in, like a moon suit kind of 

thing, just so that you don’t have any exposure if you had to go in what they call hot areas. So 

that was a job. We got through it. [laughs]  

 

DRAGOON:         [50:56]  How did you get into that area? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Well, because I had worked at the Fells Research Institute. And like I 

said, that was not hot work. So it was just basically working with the samples. I started as a 

dishwasher. I was hired to clean the laboratory dishes. After being there for a while, fortunately I 

was working with someone who recognized I could do more than wash dishes. So then I actually 

started doing some sample prep. Most of the analysis we did, starting from that time and until I 

quit working, was all instrumental anyway. So then I started sample prepping and running the 

analysis. And she was really good about teaching me there, too, about the machines and how 

they work and what have you.  

So when I left Fells, I quit working with Fells because we had adopted our first child, my 

son, and I wanted to be home with him. I guess it was about two years, three years, I was home 

with him. And then decided I wanted to go back to work. When I started applying for work, then 

I got lucky enough to get a job with Monsanto. The disadvantage was that it was like hours, 
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about an hour away from where we lived. I had to drive all the way there. And that’s been the 

case with pretty much all my jobs. I was the street runner. [clock chiming] Sorry. [laughter]  

 

DRAGOON:             [52:04]  That’s okay. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Fortunately it’s just two o’clock.  

 

DRAGOON:           [laughs] Wow. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            So like I said, when I . . . And about the same time I started to go 

back to work was about the same time I decided I was going back to school. So, ’76 . . . yeah, 

about ’76, ’77. Then I got picked up by Monsanto and worked there for eight years. Then we 

relocated to Virginia. And when I got to Virginia, because of the type of research I was doing, I 

kept hearing “It’s not compatible with the research we do at NIH,” and what have you. And it 

was like, “We don’t do weaponry research and development.” Ended up with a whole new career 

direction. Ended up doing consulting work for several consulting companies and environmental 

management for government contracts. And so then I spent another twenty years doing that kind 

of work.  

 

DRAGOON:         Wow. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         [52:58]  Keeps it interesting. [laughter]  
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DRAGOON:            Sounds like it. Sounds very interesting. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       I don’t have to get bored doing it. [laughs] And in the meantime, when 

I got to Virginia, I thought I’ll have to do something. I thought, I know, I’ll get a realtor’s 

license. So I was a realtor for thirty seconds, too. [laughs]  

 

DRAGOON:          Oh my goodness. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:            [53:13]  Wow. That’s amazing.  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          My husband’s a very patient person. [laughter] Can I offer you ladies 

anything to drink? Or eat? You’re good? 

 

DRAGOON:           It’s okay. Yeah, we’re good. Thank you. I have some water on me, so we’re 

good. Thank you, though. I appreciate it. All right. Let me look at this for a second.  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        [53:45]  So I was kind of like the prodigal child. I was the one who 

left home and didn’t come back. 

 

DRAGOON:           Did everyone else stay in the area? 
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LATOUR-PITRE:        Pretty much, yeah. I was the only one who actually left and stayed 

gone. My oldest brother left for a while but came back when he married. He and his wife and 

family been here. My sister never left. Youngest brother. 

 

DRAGOON:             Did you always know you wanted to come back to the area? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          [54:03]  Oh, yeah. My thought was, when we left Ohio . . . Matter of 

fact, I tease my husband. I said, “If I knew you was going to move every twenty years, we could 

have stayed in the military.” I said, “My thought when we were going to move, we were going 

home.” But we went further away from home. When we got ready to retire, we started trying to 

decide where we wanted to live, because I knew I didn’t want to stay up in that . . . it’s really 

hustle bustle, cold weather and all that. I said, “I don’t really want to grow old here.” I want to 

move someplace where it’s warmer. And we looked at South Carolina. Loved it. But we were in 

South Carolina. I told him, I said, “You know what?” I said, “I miss my family and my extended 

family, and I miss my culture. I want to go home.” And so we decided to come home. And we 

moved . . . made the final move to come back in 2006. And it’s good. I miss my babies that are 

still in Reston, Virginia. [laughs] But we’ve been satisfied being back home. It keeps you busy. 

 

DRAGOON:          [55:04]  Who . . .  I’m going back to your childhood questions. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           Okay. 

 

DRAGOON:            Who were your role models when you were growing up? 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Enola Margaret LaTour-Pitre      4700.2584      Tape 4532                                                     34 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

LATOUR-PITRE:         My parents. My parents. And my mother’s father, as I got older and I 

looked back at him, there was such a cool, quiet wisdom about him. My dad’s father seemed to 

be angry a lot of . . .  for the most part. But I think the anger was because of his handicap. I think 

he was a man who was like my dad. He was strong, go get it, and now I’m handicapped. So I 

think sometimes he would get frustrated with that. So you could see a lot of times he was 

frustrated. My mother’s father was a lot of, the laughter, it was such a big, hearty laugh. He 

laughed. He found things funny. He would play jokes on the other, on the older men, his brother 

and my dad’s dad. When he would come to visit us, the two old men would get together on the 

porch and play cards, and they would scream and yell. In fact, Joe would get mad and go home, 

and [?] would laugh. So he would mess with him.  

[56:32]  But when I think about the role model, yeah, my mom and my dad, really. My 

thing with my mom is, I tell people, I said, “I can understand the woman’s liberation movement. 

I understand the concept.” I said, “But for me, it was no great awakening, because the woman I 

grew up with had been liberated all my life.” And it was amazing because the thing that I liked 

about what I saw with her, and I tell young women that now, too, she was quietly in control. But 

she was in control. She, Dad, “Yeah, you the man.” And then it wasn’t important to her to try to 

show him that she was in charge or that she had the strength. When you got old and you realized 

what was going on, she changed his life. She helped us develop a reasonably stable life, sane life. 

So, yeah, she had a . . . and again, what it was, a quiet strength and wisdom that I saw with my 

grandfather. She didn’t have to rant and rail and joke and cuss. My father was a little cussing 

sailor. I said he cussed fluently in two languages.  

[57:50]  But the thing with my dad that we found, and my sister and I laugh about this a 

lot of times, is you’d come to him and was like, “Wah, wah, wah, my life” – even as we were 
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adult – “sucks, it’s so hard.” And Mom would try to talk you through it from a spiritual 

perspective. Not a lot of coddling. But she wanted to try to enlighten it for you. My dad will look 

at the situation, he says, “You can go with this, or you can go with that.” And in a way, it was 

like, hello, Eureka. Because that comes in handy so many times in our lives, that it’s not that 

complicated. Pick one. And once you do, I don’t want to hear about it anymore. And that was his 

attitude: “I don’t want to hear it.” Make a decision and then shut it down. And so, yeah, they 

both brought . . .  set up examples for all of us, I’m sure, and I know for me, that I live by today. 

I’m thankful for it. Because it was well-balanced, too. So from a woman’s perspective, my mom 

would . . . that was the girl. She was a perfect role model. She knew how to be a liberated woman 

when she needed to be, and still the thing that she didn’t have to prove herself to anybody else. 

The sense of, this is where I’m at, this is what I have to do, this is what I’m going to do. And 

whether you know it or not, it didn’t matter. 

 

DRAGOON:          [59:20]  It sounds like your parents were really supportive of each other, 

too? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            I think they were. Like I said, there were differences, but . . . oh, 

yeah. And then patience and tolerance with each other. My dad was a partier. But my mom never 

got into these screaming matches with, “Where are you going again tonight,” and “You’re 

drinking” and “What are you doing?” None of that. It was like, “You’re a grown man. I’m going 

to say my prayers. I’m going to bed.” You know, “If you fall in the ditch, fine. When you wake 

up . . . ” It was none of that coddling and fighting about what he was doing and his lifestyle. 

None of it. And I think because of that, Dad came to terms with what he needed to do on his 
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own. So it was like once he realized okay, this is crazy, I can’t keep living like this, it wasn’t 

because somebody browbeat him into it. He got to a point where he realized this is not working, 

and it’s not the best thing to do. Even taking responsibility for his family. Because when he 

started to work at Firestone, someone had finally heard him play and had asked him if he wanted 

to travel, if he wanted to, and he assessed that idea and he talked to his dad about it. But he said, 

“I just got a job offer at Firestone.” So he made a decision to go to work for Firestone instead of 

being a musician. If he had decided to be a musician with the drinking and partying and carrying 

on, there’s no telling where that could have end up. [laughs] But she would quietly, “You’re a 

grown person. Make your own decisions.” And she would say that. “You’re the one who have to 

save your soul. Not me.” 

  

DRAGOON:          [1:00:50]  Were there any big disagreements between them? Were there any 

things that they didn’t agree on? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Because of his education, see, she took care of the finances pretty 

much. But she respected this is money he had earned. So she made sure that she took what she 

needed to operate the household, and then left the rest of his money alone. He was open to that 

and willing to let that happen, because, again, of his educational level, I guess. So some of the 

issues that you might hear that people really would get into an argument about that could cause 

some concern of separation or anything like that, no. I never ever remember hearing them . . . 

There were strained periods, like when we were becoming teenagers and started to date. And my 

dad had to adjust to okay, guys are going to be . . . with a son, the oldest son and him starting to 

do this kind of thing, so she’s standing in the middle. Those kind of stress things. But no, they 
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never really got to a point where, they lived a quiet, private . . . Hi, honey! I’m sorry. Use your 

key! That’s my sister. 

 

CECELIA LATOUR: [1:01:59]  It’s locked.  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Use your key. 

 

C. LATOUR:           I can’t. My hands are full.  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          I’m wired. I can’t. [laughs] I’m going to introduce you to some . . . 

Oh, your hands are full. 

 

C. LATOUR:            Hi. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         This is my sister Cecelia. 

 

DRAGOON:               Hello. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        [1:02:20]  This is my grand-niece, Alexis, and my great grand-

nephew. 

 

DRAGOON:           Hi, I’m Stephanie. Hi little one! Oh, so cute! 
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LATOUR-PITRE:         He is a cutie. 

 

DRAGOON:            Okay, yes. 

 

C. LATOUR:              Cecelia LaTour. 

 

DRAGOON:              All right. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Anne. 

 

C. LATOUR:            Hmm? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Cecelia Anne. 

 

C. LATOUR:           Oh, Cecelia Anne. My bad. Cecelia Anne LaTour.  

 

DRAGOON:         All right. 

 

C. LATOUR:          Class of ‘65. That’s what you all need. 

 

DRAGOON:           [1:02:53]  Thank you. So we were talking about growing up in Mossville. 

Where did we leave off? 
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LATOUR-PITRE:       We were talking about the relationship between my parents, and role 

models. 

 

DRAGOON:           [1:03:08] Yeah. I also wanted to ask some questions about going to school 

in Mossville. What was your experience like? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Yeah, and when you asked me about role models, I’m going to jump 

ahead and then kind of give you my quick version of it. 

 

DRAGOON:            Sure. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           One of the teachers, and it turned out ironically I ended up with a 

degree in chemistry, was Ms. Spikes. And it was like, every now and then you have one that 

really makes this impression on you. There was Mr. Mollo, who died. These are like two of the 

people. And Ms. Rogers . . . was she the English teacher? 

 

C. LATOUR:          [Agrees] 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          [1:03:42]  Macbeth had got burned into my brain and it was like . . . 

and I’d go home and it was like, my family is like Macbeth. Are you for real? I’d be sitting there 

watching Macbeth on TV. Because for some reason, she made that impression and it stayed with 

me. But Ms. Spikes was really a cool teacher in terms of, when I thought back about why am I 

taking chemistry? And one time she had made a comment about, “You ought to go into science.” 
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I’m going like, “No. I don’t do science.” It was like, never was interested in science. So it’s kind 

of interesting. I guess somehow or another she . . . But I remember I was really impressed with 

her. She made an impression. Mr. Mollo was another one. But when we got to Mossville, 

Mossville School was just finished building. And of course around here it’s always hot. I can 

remember the hot summer days, and going to school and going to class.  

But as it progressed through the school year, I was probably one of the ones with minimal 

involvement and not a lot of extended friendships in the school. Again, that’s one of those things 

that we talk about every now and then is like, I had kind of isolated myself. It was like, I had 

very few friends. Lenoria, the Braxton who lived right down the street, she turned out to be one 

of them. My brother’s wife, she and I developed a friendship by then. We were in high school. 

But pretty much just went to school and dreaded every Monday, having to go back to school. I 

was one of those kids. But failure was not an option. You don’t fail a grade. So you’re there for a 

reason, so get her done, like I said before.  

So I got through it. Didn’t participate in a lot of the extracurricular activities. I don't think 

maybe any of them that I can remember. So I was the studious type. I just stayed with my books. 

[laughs] But by the time you graduate, there’s a school pride there. And certainly after you leave, 

you start appreciating. I’ll just say this, for the record, I think for me what I found out after I left 

Mossville and the schools started to integrate and you ended up with the integration of schools 

on a large scale, when I think back about it, I think the thing that Mossville offered us as a 

minority community, and minority children . . . [phone rings] Okay, let me see if I can . . .  I’m 

sorry. Okay. I think that will take care of it.  

[1:06:20]  What I realized was being in an all-black school was a real benefit, I think, for 

me, I will say that, because I think the support we had in the school, a lot from the teachers as 
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well as you’re in a community where you all know each other. We’re from the community, and it 

was a small community, small school. That also, I think, helped. But the teachers were really 

good teachers. They were really intent on trying to make us understand and teach us how to 

advance and go out into the world. And we had a lot of that one on one. There was a sense of 

pride. Our teachers were very proud of who they were, their accomplishments, and that they 

were educators. They dressed appropriately. They demanded respect. We were ordered and made 

sure they got respect. Everybody from the bus driver to the janitors. So it set up a respect and 

understanding of ourselves, and the fact that we happened to be African Americans or the 

minority, that gave us a sense of pride in who we were.  

When you’re accomplishing in an environment like that, then you get that sense of 

accomplishing. You don’t have a teacher looking at you thirty seconds after you’re in a 

classroom and going like, “You look like you might have trouble communicating. I think we’re 

going to . . . ” We didn’t have that kind of stuff. You either learned how to communicate. And 

they help you to figure out how to communicate. So there was an advantage, I felt. After I started 

seeing what happened to minority children once the schools were completely integrated, they get 

lost in such a sea of everybody else. And I think maybe in a lot of cases a genuine lack of 

understanding of what’s needed for these kids so that you can motivate them the right way and 

get them and turn them in the right direction, that’s not there. It gets missed.  

[1:08:17]  When that happens, now you have a kid looking at why am I here, I don't 

know why I’m here. If I was in a fog when I was in high school surrounded by my community, 

you can imagine what it might be like for a kid who’s maybe like me in an integrated 

community, where nobody is stopping to say hey, you’re okay here. You’re safe. You can feel 

comfortable here. And I think sometimes that’s what the problem is. They don’t feel safe, they 
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don’t feel comfortable, because it’s just too big, it’s too overwhelming, and it’s just not nurturing 

enough. Maybe that just happened across the board overall. But from a minority perspective and 

what I got out of being at Mossville, that’s what I see for the minority children who are now not 

in an environment like that. So Mossville provided us not only an environment for education and 

for learning, but for confidence building and for security, being in an all-black school. I think 

that’s what I got out of being in school there the most, even if I didn’t participate in a lot of 

extracurricular. [laughs]  

 

DRAGOON:     [1:09:20]  So was school integration happening after your time in 

Mossville? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        After I was . . . yeah. I graduated in ’66. The integration started . . . 

late ‘60s? 

 

C. LATOUR:           When they integrated the school it was in . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       ‘69, ‘70? 

 

C. LATOUR:              [1:09:36]  Well, not even integrate Mossville, but when the kids started 

going to other schools it was ‘68. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Yeah. It wasn’t too long after . . .  
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C. LATOUR:           The last graduating class from Mossville was ‘68. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Okay. So, yeah, after ‘68, then the high school peeled off. The high 

school integrated. 

 

C. LATOUR:           High school kids started going either Sulphur or Westlake. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Right. 

 

C. LATOUR:           It remained a junior high school and then it became just an elementary until 

they closed it. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Right.  

 

DRAGOON:            [1:10:09]  So the closure of the high school was directly related to school 

integration? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          [Agrees] Yeah. And because of the separation and the quality of 

education, integration needed to happen. I’m not saying that I regret that integration occurred. I 

think it was a good idea that probably wasn’t executed, or has not, certainly at this point, not 

being executed as well as it could be. I don’t . . .  
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C. LATOUR:            It was more of an equality because of what we would get at our school . . .  

like when we were in high school, the books that we would receive would be books that either 

Westlake or Sulphur had already used for quite a few years. We never got new books; we always 

would get their books. So what they were getting, by the time we got that same thing, we were 

like five or ten years behind as far as what’s being taught in that book. So I think it was more of 

if you’re sitting in a classroom with somebody, be they white or black, we need to be all getting 

the same thing. And that was how they settled that. Okay, well if you want to get the same 

education, equal at the same time, then we’re going to have to start putting you sitting out over 

here. But the black kids were the ones that had to make that adjustment and move, because no 

white kids came to Mossville. So they didn’t have to . . . If they lived across the street from 

Mossville, they didn’t have to go to Mossville, they could go somewhere else. If we lived across 

the street from Westlake or Sulphur, we were bused to Mossville. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       Right. 

 

C. LATOUR:            So the education that, what we were learning, and it didn’t hurt us at all, 

like she said, the instruction we had . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Well I think it goes back to the teachers and the quality of teachers we 

had. 

 

C. LATOUR:              Right. With the teachers and what we had to work with, we did fine. But 

that was more of, the fuss came about with the integration. Because we wanted to have equality. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:       It was inequality in educational levels, yeah. 

 

C. LATOUR:           [1:12:03]  If you want the same, and once my kids started school, they went 

to school in Mossville. And that was my worst . . . When I was in school, I didn’t have no 

choice. I had to learn what they would give me. You’re sitting in the classroom with these kids 

every day. What they teaching those kids is what you need to be learning. So you can’t use that 

as an excuse anymore, because everybody learning the same thing now. And I think that’s kind 

of how segregation really was like, okay, wait a minute, our kids are not getting the same thing. 

But like she said earlier, our kids still missed out on a lot. They had to adjust to go to this new 

school to get . . .  to integrate with these people. First time I ever went to an integrated school 

was when I was at McNeese. Because all my life, I’d gone to school with all black kids. So that 

was one of those things where there was just . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         [1:12:50]  And the reality about the integration is, and during that 

era, I mean, it’s well known that there was a basic concern and fear that black people had . . . the 

minorities had of being in that environment. And like I said, am I safe? Is something bad going 

to happen to me here? So when you walk into a learning institution, you already . . . It’s like 

when the kids were standing at the step and the governor’s standing in the front saying, “You’re 

not coming in here.” You walk into a learning institution already afraid of what’s going to 

happen to you. Well that’s kind of like a big veil that’s in front of why you’re there. And so that 

was some of the kind of things that they had to deal with and adjust to that we didn’t have to. 

And I think we got lucky, too. Looked like when they built Mossville, when I go back and I think 

about the school, we got lucky. The lab was nice and big. You remember that science lab? 
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C. LATOUR:           Yeah. [?]  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          We ended up with, yeah, when they built the school . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:             It was a very nice school. We had everything. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Yeah. 

 

C. LATOUR:            [1:13:47]  We were a little behind in certain things, but that’s what you 

get. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Well like you said, the materials that we used was not equal. 

 

C. LATOUR:           The materials. But the school itself, the lab, the home ec office. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      [1:13:54]  Yeah, we had a kitchen for home ec and everything. And I 

think in terms of funding, again, it goes back to our teachers. They made do with what they had 

available to them and made the most of it, where we probably weren’t getting the same kind of 

funding as some of the other kinds of schools. But like I said again, everybody from the bus 

drivers down to the teachers and the janitors tried to make sure that we recognized this was a 

good, safe place to be, and it’s for learning.  

 

C. LATOUR:             [ . . . ?] toy boxes. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:      You can move around with him if you want to.  

 

DRAGOON:            [1:14:42]  And you graduated, you said, in 1966? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          I got married in ‘66. I graduated in ‘64. 

 

DRAGOON:           Oh, I’m sorry. Oh, ‘64. Okay. So that was the year before the Voting Rights 

Act. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Yeah. 

 

DRAGOON:               Can you tell me a little bit about what that time was like for you? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:               [1:15:00]  It was . . . like she said, when we got to McNeese, too, 

it was that awakening for all of us. Everybody, most of us started to feel and recognize that no, 

we wanted to make the change. And then when you saw the atrocities that was going on, then of 

course that always fuel some kind of feeling about that. But I think I would have to say . . . 

[coughing] You find . . . ? She going to find some water. 

 

C. LATOUR:         I don't know, she choking on that jalapeno pepper again. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Oh, maybe so. The water jugs are on the counter. But again, being in 

the school environment was one thing. But then as we would go out to the community, one of 
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our big contribution, my sister and I, was we decided, we were going to Saint John Bosco. And 

they had just built the new church. And it was in the shape of a cross. We were in the wings on 

the side, and then the main church, it was segregated. We decided one Sunday we would, 

because everybody was, you started to see that small trickle of people, “I’m here. I’m here.” And 

fortunately our community, our neighborhood, didn’t get as bad as it did in some places. Some of 

Westlake, I understand, got a little bit hairy. But I mean, it wasn’t as bad as, you heard so many 

other.  

[1:16:20]  And when she and I decided we wanted to sit in front, again, with my parents, 

my mom’s attitude was hey, new adventure, go for it! [laughs] She was the one who was reading. 

She understood. And my dad understood, too, but my dad was more protective. And his thing 

was, I work with these people. If you go there and you start some mess, I’m going to have to 

work with them. And of course I know in the back of his heart he’s thinking like, I’m going to 

have to defend you if something happens. Like why are you doing this? You’re stirring up. But 

through conversations with her, again, sees black and white. Fine. Go for it. So I know for me, 

my big challenge in overcoming fear was to walk in there and sit in that front part of the church, 

towards the front of the church. And she and I decided to do that one Sunday. Well, we got the 

looks and the stares, and maybe somebody . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:          And the words.  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        But, you know . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:           And we were called the words. The magic word. [laughs]  
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LATOUR-PITRE:       But nobody really physically came after us. 

 

DRAGOON:          [1:17:20]  How old were you? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:             I guess seventeen? Eighteen? 

 

C. LATOUR:            We was in high school. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Yeah, seventeen, eighteen, I guess. And then . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:          It wasn’t eighteen. I graduated at seventeen. So it must have been fifteen 

and sixteen. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:             Yeah, okay. Maybe at least sixteen, I guess, I was, probably at 

least, when we decided to do that. But I think for me, and then in the small community, because 

again, by sixteen, I was in the area and then by ‘66, 1966, I was married and I was gone. And 

moving up to Ohio, one of the great questions was, “What is it like living in the South?” And it 

was interesting because most of the idea people had, based on what they were seeing, is that we 

all lived in ghetto areas. A lot of the people that I talked to, they assumed that. I said, “I never 

live in a ghetto in my whole life. My grandfather got thirty-something acres of land out in the 

field, and I grew up visiting them on the farm. And cousins and aunts. And we lived on all this 

land.” It was like, “I don't know what it’s like living in a ghetto, in an apartment complex. I can’t 
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tell you that.” So that’s when I realized like oh, okay, maybe my life was a little bit different than 

what people [assume?].  

[1:18:36]  But what I would tell them was my experience with living in the South was 

racism is either covert or overt. And I can deal with overt. I know you hate me, I see you hate 

me, I know where you’re coming from. If you call me a dirty word, call me the “N” word and 

walk away from me, as long as you don’t touch me, I get that, I understand that. But when you 

don’t even recognize yourself that you got a block or a prejudice and you’re telling me and 

you’re telling  yourself I’m cool until you really need support from me, I need support from you, 

I need you to make the right decision. It’s like okay, you guys are a lot harder to deal with than 

in the South. I know where they’re coming from in the South. I know if you hate me what I need 

to do to protect myself. With you guys, I think I’ve got a friend and then all of a sudden you say 

something to me or you pull something on me. This is what I told them, that’s how I explained it 

to them.  

[1:19:30]  But what I got out of that was a decision and a determination. And I think that 

comes from our family background as well, that, not to be intimidated. I didn’t put myself in a 

position where I made it easy for somebody to harm me. I didn’t go out looking or making . . . 

It’s like I tell my kids all the time, “You don’t have to keep screaming that you’re a minority or 

that you’re an African American. All they’ve got to do is look at you.” I am what I am. It’s like, 

until they disrespect you, until they handle you, stand. I started thinking about my ancestry. 

Some of the people who hate me . . . family came here through Ellis Island. We have family 

history back pre-Civil War. [laughs] It’s like no, this is my country. No, wait! And when I started 

adopting that attitude, and it’s like a lot of the people in Mossville. That community got settled 

hundreds of years ago. And I think the sense of pride that you see that, I think about when I think 
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about Mossville, good, bad or indifferent, there is a pride. Because that little community never 

would have survived as long as it did if it wasn’t a strong sense of pride in community, that 

we’re here, we’ve been here. This is . . . If you want to start claiming this is your country, this is 

our country. I don’t have to apologize to you for that. I helped . . . My ancestors helped build 

this.  

[1:20:58]  So once I adopted that attitude and I tried to pass that on to my children. Be 

ever aware of racism. But you don’t have to wear it on your forehead or scream all the time 

about who you are. They can see who you are. They know who you are. All you need them to do 

is respect you. The rest of it, you got to go forward. And again, I really think that comes from my 

parents. Because they had to struggle, too, with the language. My dad, especially. He had to learn 

how to . . . When he first moved in this area, he could barely speak English. 

 

C. LATOUR:   Couldn’t at all. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         [1:21:31]  Yeah. And they would tease him a lot. 

 

DRAGOON:         What did he speak? 

 

C. LATOUR:   Creole. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         He spoke French. 

 

DRAGOON:          Wow. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:      Yeah. Yeah, he spoke French. And that’s all he spoke. And with a 

fourth grade education and then being pulled out of school, all he spoke was French. So he went 

through a period of learning to speak English and being teased.  

 

C. LATOUR:           [ . . . ?] many different ways. When we were in school, we were fair. My 

hair was kind of curly. And when we were in school with the black kids, we were teased, 

because you’re too black to be white, too white to be black. So we were teased a lot. So it’s kind 

of like, again, like she go back, like our parents, know who you are, be proud of who you are. 

And keep it moving. It’s not important what somebody else thinks of you. If somebody else 

would say something about us, it was like, that’s their problem. What you think about me and 

how you feel about me is your problem. I have nothing to do with that. And that’s your right. But 

you respect me. And that, again, comes from . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Yeah. Because even as siblings . . .  

  

C. LATOUR:   In spite of segregation, that’s how we were raised. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       And even in the household as siblings, if we started saying, “She said 

so and so, he said so and so.” It was very much like, “Well, then, who are you?”  

 

C. LATOUR:           Yeah. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:        [1:22:45]  So I think that transcended to being able to deal with 

racism as well. And I tell my grandchildren that. I said, “Once you adopt an attitude of who you 

are, and let them know that you’re here and that you’re present,” my grandsons have Native 

American blood on both their other grandparents’ side. It’s like, “If you know where you belong 

and you know you’re here, you don’t have to prove anything.” You don’t have to . . .  [phone 

rings] Okay. I’m sorry. I probably should have turned this off.  

 

C. LATOUR:          [ . . . ?] when you heard that phone. [ . . . ?] [laughter] It’s history for you, 

huh? 

 

ALEXIS:   I mean, it’s interesting, because I carried that and I wasn’t raised here. You 

know what I mean? I carried that confidence that they taught me. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:     It’s a culture. 

 

ALEXIS:    I mean, I was always going here. You know what I mean? I still carry that 

[confidence?]. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:     It’s a cultural, and I . . .  

 

ALEXIS:   If somebody ask me what I am, I’m proud that I’m Creole. I’m happy to say that. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      Yeah. And that’s the thing I recognize . . .  
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ALEXIS:    People don’t understand that proudness . . . people don’t understand it, so to hear 

somebody explain it’s like oh, that’s why I’m like that. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        [1:23:55]  And that’s the thing that you realize, and that’s why I talk a 

lot, too, about my culture. Because we do . . . we come from a Creole culture. We come from a 

French culture. And that’s what the culture teaches on all sides. My mother’s family was a 

proud, proud but not arrogant, wise, didn’t fall for anything very easily, but didn’t get pushed 

around, neither. I don't think any of them. My grandfather, you’ll see my grandmother on my 

mother’s side and my grandfather. He was very dark. And she was biracial. But he didn’t get 

pushed around. No, didn’t happen.   

 

C. LATOUR:            There’s a certain sense of pride from generation to generation to 

generation. There’s a certain sense of pride that we come up with, on both sides of our family. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:     Yeah. But not arrogant. 

 

C. LATOUR:            Not arrogant at all. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           Humble. They were a humble people. And I try to remember that, 

too. Because I think sometimes your attitude might imply that you’re arrogant. I’ve been accused 

of being arrogant. But it’s like no, it is what I am. But I’m humble. [laughs] I try to be. 
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DRAGOON:           [1:25:00]  Do you know how far back your . . . How far back do you know 

of your family history? Did your parents or grandparents tell you all stories about their parents? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          They were here before the Civil War. Because some of the family 

left and went to Haiti before the Civil War. 

 

C. LATOUR:            They weren’t ever slaves, though. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Marguerite was. 

 

C. LATOUR:             Yes, she was a slave. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        And then she got her freedom. And then she got the freedom for her 

children.  

 

DRAGOON:           [1:25:29]  And you said . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           She’s the only one that we know for sure we can link to . . . coming 

from a slave family. There may be some others. But we’ve done, made efforts to try to track the 

family. And she was the only one, my grandfather’s side, she was the only one we can think of. 

 

C. LATOUR:            Going far back on Daddy’s side of the family.  
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LATOUR-PITRE:       On the LaTours and the [Gradny?], the LaTours and the [Gradnys?] 

 

C. LATOUR:            The LaTours . . .  I don't know which one was traced back to France and 

Italy. I don't know whether it was the LaTours or the [Grandys?]. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:             Oh, the LaTours went back to France. 

 

C. LATOUR:             [1:26:06]  I know France, but I don't know if there was some that went 

back to Italy. I don't know. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            The [Gradnys?] The [Gradnys?] go back to Italy. My brother did a 

research. And he and I kind of get it. We do this. We like to dig in this stuff. So I don’t have the 

exact dates but yeah, he and I both tried to get, and it was interesting, because there was again a 

family joke where for years and years and years my dad kept saying his family ran with the bulls, 

which are people from Spain when they had the bull runs. And he kept thinking he was, and he 

may still. But he kept saying he was Spanish, he come from a Spanish family. And when my 

brother start doing the genealogy and he started digging into it and it turns out [Gradnys?] were 

from Italy. And the term they use here in Louisiana, you may have heard, is Dago. I heard 

somebody the other day talking about someone was a Dago. And I thought, oh, really? But my 

brother started saying, “No, Dad, your family’s from Italy. They’re not from Spain.” And he was 

saying, “Italy! Italy!” I said, “Yeah, Daddy, he’s saying that your family was some Dagos.” 

[laughs] And he stopped and he looked at me like that he got, he understood. [laughs] But yeah, 

so but like I said, I guess all of those people were here, the French from either Canada or France, 
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from when they were doing that migration period. And the LaTours. And then the [Gradnys?] go 

way back, too. I mean, 1600s, I would imagine. For sure. 

 

DRAGOON:           [1:27:22]  Did you say that Marguerite moved to Haiti? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            No. Marguerite was owned by a family and started a relationship 

with the man . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:             The slave owner. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            [Pardon]? 

 

C. LATOUR:             The slave owner. Her owner. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:              [1:27:40]  Well the wife actually, she brought that to the marriage, 

supposedly. When he married the wife . . . What I was reading, when he married the wife, the 

wife had the slaves. So when they would get married, of course, the husband takes control of the 

estate. So then he was overseer of the estate. Had the relationship with my grandmother. They 

had four children. But he granted . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:           With Marguerite? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Yeah. 
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C. LATOUR:            Five of them. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       [1:28:03]  They had several children. 

 

DRAGOON:            Marguerite was your grandmother? Great? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       Was my grandfather’s grandmother. 

 

DRAGOON:           Oh. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah, my grandfather’s grandmother. So she’d be like a great-great-

great grandmother. 

 

C. LATOUR:              His grandmother or his great-grandmother? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Or his great-grandmother. That’s what I said. 

 

C. LATOUR:           I think it was his great-grandmother. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:            Yeah, that’s what I’m saying. 

 

C. LATOUR:              Oh, I thought you said his grandmother. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:         I say either his grandmother or his great-grandmother. 

 

C. LATOUR:        I think she was his great-grandmother. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           [1:28:25]  Yeah, it could have been his great. I think it was probably 

his great-grandmother . . . his father’s grandmother. Yeah. But the typical story where she had 

children with him, they developed apparently a relationship. He gave her her freedom. They 

moved to New Orleans. He promised her the children’s freedom on his death, that they would 

allow them to be free when he died. His white family and the wife and his children with her said 

the children were not free, that they were not going to be freed. And these are in the records we 

have, the papers here, too, where she was in New Orleans and took it to court. She went to court 

to try to free her children. And it was settled with they were going to work for just so many years 

and then they would be allowed their freedom. So she was able to get her freedom for her 

children. So by the time my grandfather came along, they had been free people of color for a 

long time. And they had acquired the land, I guess, under the Homestead Act and what have you. 

And that’s the one link that we know for sure. 

 

C. LATOUR:           And the people that went to Haiti was . . . that was his grandfather. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           Right. 

 

C. LATOUR:              [1:29:37]  They went to Haiti during the war so they could remain free. 

And then when it was all settled, then they came back. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:          Right. 

 

C. LATOUR:          Nobody was actually from Haiti or born in Haiti. Well, maybe some of the 

kids, but I don't know. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Well there was a push . . . That was the other thing I read, too. That 

the people, free people of color were trying to leave so they wouldn’t, in case the South won the 

war, they were trying to leave because they figured they’d be re-enslaved. 

 

C. LATOUR:         Right. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      And in Louisiana, they were trying to encourage people. They would 

run ads about, we’ll bankroll you to leave the state in case the North would win. I guess they 

were afraid of rebellion and uprising. So they were trying to get as many African slaves out of 

the country as possible, free people of color. So some people took advantage of that and did go. 

Some people stayed. His family came back. They decided to come back once they heard that the 

ending of the war, and that the South had not won the war, they came back. 

 

DRAGOON:          [1:30:34]  Do you know if you had family who fought in the war? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        I don’t. Not long ago, I was listening to PBS and there was something 

about the English and the French when they were fighting, was it the English in New Orleans? 

The big battle that was in New Orleans. And all of a sudden there was a mention about a General 
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something LaTour that either provided information or was in one of the skirmishes or something. 

And I wrote it down someplace with the intent of trying to go back and find it. Actually, I think 

when I looked back to see if I could find it, they said he had never had a family. He had never 

actually gotten married and had a family. So I dropped that. I figured maybe . . . My thing about 

being in Southwest Louisiana is that we’re all third degree cousins somewhere or another. It 

doesn’t take you long before you find the connection. [laughs]  

 

C. LATOUR:           Right. [They’re our kin?]. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        It’s like yeah, oh, yeah, that’s one of ours, too. 

 

DRAGOON:            [1:31:32]  I want to go back to the ‘60s for a second. Or I guess fast 

forward to the ‘60s. [laughs] Do you have any memories of voter registration drives in the 

schools or anything like that? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          No, because like I say, I think when I got married, I was nineteen 

years old. And I got married so young that when I got married and left then I voted, I registered 

to vote, I didn’t have to experience the voter registration.  

 

C. LATOUR:            In the area, in Lake Charles, south of Mossville, over there, I don’t ever 

remember them having a problem. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        [1:32:09]  Because Mom and Dad would vote even when we were . . .  
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C. LATOUR:            Our parents voted when we were kids. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah.  

 

C. LATOUR:           So I don't remember in our area where we lived, unlike in Mississippi and 

Alabama and all of that. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah.  

 

C. LATOUR:            And I’m not saying it didn’t happen in Louisiana. But in the area where we 

lived . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         I think being land owners and maybe, I guess, there was the 

disadvantage of people didn’t own property, I guess that was one of the bars they were using. 

 

C. LATOUR:             And there was always, always voting. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah, but they would vote. 

 

C. LATOUR:           And people in Mossville would turn out to vote. A lot. I mean, they would 

vote. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah, the community . . . yeah, they did vote. They would have 

rallies and stuff like that. So they did vote. 

 

DRAGOON:            [1:32:46]  What kinds of rallies? Do you have any memories? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        We were too young to go to them. But it would be like the hot dogs, 

come on out and eat and vote. They’d have barbecues. 

 

C. LATOUR:              And they had, when the segregation started, then we had the . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         The integration?  

 

C. LATOUR:            We had the food thing . . . Was it Walgreen’s in downtown? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       Oh, yeah. 

 

C. LATOUR:             [1:33:06]  With the counter. They used to have the counter in the store 

there was like a little food counter. You could get ice cream and hot dogs and stuff. Like a little 

café, I guess, you’d call it. And strictly segregated. Just like in those other states, if you’d go in 

that little place and they wouldn’t want to serve you, that was a little, I guess the rally did that. 

But even with that . . . I don't remember. I have been turned away when I was at school at 

McNeese. And there was a little hamburger joint across the street from McNeese. A girlfriend of 

mine went to school with me. She worked there in the back as a cook. And she was telling me 
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that. I said okay, maybe one day for lunch I’ll walk across and grab a hamburger from school. 

And me and another friend of mine was a guy. And it was John’s friend Earl. I don't know if you 

remember Earl, John’s friend. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:             Not clearly. 

 

C. LATOUR:           He and I went across the street and when we got to the door, the people 

came and stood at the door and told us they didn’t serve the “N” word there. So we wasn’t, we 

couldn’t go in. My girlfriend worked there, but we couldn’t go in and eat. And that was in ‘65, 

‘66? Because I graduated from high school in ‘65. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah. Yeah. 

 

C. LATOUR:           You know, that kind of stuff. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       It was in the height, during that period, too. 

 

C. LATOUR:              Yeah. It was just that kind of stuff. There wasn’t like . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          It was a time when it was really rocking and rolling. 

 

C. LATOUR:           And another time when I went to church, we was told the same thing at, 

what’s the big church right there? 
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LATOUR-PITRE:         Our Lady, Queen of Heaven? 

 

C. LATOUR:               [1:34:34]  Queen of Heaven. When we pulled up in the parking lot and a 

car pulled up right behind us, blocking us in and told us the “N” word, “Don’t go to church 

there.” So those kind of things like that. And then you pick your battles. It’s like, okay, how 

important is it for me to be in the church parking lot? And if it’s just the two of us, and it’s like, 

okay, we’re not fixing to do anything, so you just leave. You just leave. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          And that was the thing, I think, that we were taught as a kid in the 

community, maybe, was that like you don’t . . . Nobody never really encouraged us to like pick 

up the banners and go down the street and do rah, rah, rah, that I remember. We didn’t do that. 

But in a quiet, determined way, one step at a time, it was like, there was a determination that 

things were going to change and that we were going to do this. But not to the level, the risk that 

some of the other people took and paid with their lives for it. So in our case, it was more like . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:             [1:35:26]  And I think we had to do that. Because like when I watch what 

they would do on TV, when we would see them with the protestors with the dogs, and then they 

would hose them down with the water. The biggest commotion we had where there was a 

situation with the cops, and people were standing all around and wanting to fight, was in 

Westlake, when they integrated Westlake School. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Yeah. Westlake got a little rough, I remember hearing. Because I 

was gone by then. 
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C. LATOUR:            It was very bad. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Because I was gone by then. But I understand they got crazy. 

 

C. LATOUR:         [1:35:51]  It was extremely bad. Kids were being threatened and police 

would come out. I don't know who was the officials at that time. But they were like . . . make it 

perfectly clear that I guess we going to have to do this, because that’s what the federal law say, 

but this is not what we want. It was bad. And every day these kids were at school . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      Yeah. See, I was gone by then, but I remember hearing the stories. 

Yeah. Those kids were . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:          And Westlake was the only one that did that. Because everybody, whether 

Sulphur wanted them there or not . . .  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Sulphur had a small scrimmage, but not so bad. 

 

C. LATOUR:            They just kind of let them oh well, we don’t want you all here, but come 

on. [laughs]  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      That’s the example I was telling you about when a kid gets to school 

and the first thing you’ve got to deal with is the fear of whether you’re going to get hurt or not. 

That makes it kind of hard to settle in and say okay, I’m here for the right reasons. They stay in a 
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constant state of fear. Makes it a lot harder. And that’s true, actually transcend not just from the 

schools. [laughs] Okay, sidebar. I think it still, I think it’s still something most black people, 

most of us as a minority have to be concerned about. It still is. Even when you walk into 

restaurants and you get weird looks. Like I always get that feeling like what are you doing here? 

It’s like oh, lord, here we go. It’s 2015, people. We’re here. [laughs] So. 

 

DRAGOON:          [1:37:10]  What do you remember about MLK, Martin Luther King, Junior, 

being on the national stage in your time during that period? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Again, I was already married. My mother took an extreme sense of 

pride in that. And [whipped out?] her curiosity, you’ve got to see this. Like I said, she was full 

on and supportive in the way she could, and encouraged us to recognize how important it was, 

and to appreciate what was happening. That’s kind of what I can think about. And then of course 

by the time he was killed, I was married. And my husband called me and told me that he had 

been shot. But the “I have a dream” march and speech, I remember her watching that and talking 

about it. And so we were all in. At the level we were, we were all in. [laughs] We could certainly 

see the benefit and the need for it. Yeah. And like I said, I guess our education had prepared us to 

believe that we could make a difference. [laughs]  

 

DRAGOON:       [1:38:33]  I’m going to change tracks just a little bit. Did you have family 

who served in the military, World War I or World War II? 

 

C. LATOUR:            Two. [unclear] uncles. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:       We had Uncle Frank. He didn’t actually see active duty. He was in 

Florida. 

 

C. LATOUR:           Uncle [Bailey?] did. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah. These are two of my mother’s brothers.  

 

C. LATOUR:           [Uncle Bailey did?] Oh, [?]  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah. Two of her brothers we know for sure. 

 

C. LATOUR:            Did Uncle [Bailey?] serve? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           [1:39:10]  That’s what I was trying to remember. And what about 

Uncle Wilford? Didn’t Uncle Wilford? I’m not sure about my dad’s family. I’m not sure about 

my dad’s family. I think if there was, it maybe was just one of them who served. But the two that 

we know who were actively, were involved, that that we can remember is, and then we had my, 

one of her brother-in-laws also served, Uncle Roy. He served big time in the Pacific. And Uncle 

Alec was in the European side of the war. And the typical behaviors or stories you hear about 

when they come back. Cool guys but . . . [laughs] kind of edgy. And so, and like I said, by the 

time the war ended, I wasn’t even born yet, so . . .  

 

DRAGOON:           Did your parents talk about that time for them? 
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LATOUR-PITRE:              No. Because I think again, their lifestyle. They were out in the 

fields. And that’s the thing I recognize, too, about wars. When I would look at the Vietnam War 

and these people out in the rice paddies and I’m going like, that’s what people really want to do 

is just grow their rice. They don’t really . . . And everybody is creating chaos all around them. 

And I guess they were sheltered and they did their daily life and their routines. And they were 

aware of it. Like a lot of rural America. Unless they had a son that was really involved, they were 

aware of what was going on. And then like I said, when they moved to the Mossville area, 

Maplewood was being developed and the refineries were really, had finally starting to break 

loose and was being developed. So they started working for people who had come down to them 

for that boom, I guess. And found jobs as a result of that. And I would think that’s probably what 

brought them to this area, huh, Cil? The post-war jobs that was . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:           Yeah. To get away from where they were. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Well, yeah. That was being created by the refineries and stuff.  

 

DRAGOON:          [1:41:10]  What do you remember about the refineries when you were 

growing up? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         They were scary. [laughs]  

 

C. LATOUR:            And they had a lot of explosions. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:         A lot of explosions. For me, literally living in a state of, because you 

would hear some of the explosions and things that could happen and how bad it was going to be. 

For me it was, yeah, I can remember being afraid of living within the shadows of . . . And again, 

we were kind of in an area where we were almost kind of isolated or protected from some of the 

really bad stuff. But yeah, a definite concern. And when the explosions would go off, the house 

would just rattle. [laughs] It’s like . . .  

 

DRAGOON:           [1:41:48]  What would happen? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Something would blow, a tank or something like that, and it would 

shake the neighborhood. The house, the windows would rattle. I don't think we ever had any that 

actually broke. But they would rattle pretty good. And then you’d start hearing that dreadful 

siren that would go off. And when you had family working there, then everybody, then you’re 

holding your breath. Until you hear from your family member, you’re holding your breath 

because you didn’t know exactly where it is or what plant it might have been. The siren’s going 

off. So I can remember a few times, yeah, we were sitting around holding our breath and waiting. 

I guess one of the last times when we were impacted was when Phil was at PP, no . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:          Citgo? Coneco? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          [1:42:36]  Yeah, Coneco. Was it phosgene . . . was it phosgene gas 

that had escaped? Was it a gas escape? 
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C. LATOUR:          I don't know what it was. I don't know why. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Because I wasn’t living here at the time. I heard the story. But it was 

some kind of toxic release and he was working there. No, there was an explosion. I remember he 

said he felt the . . . there was an explosion. 

 

C. LATOUR:            He was right near, because when he opened the door, right where he was 

there was a fire. I don't know what it caused. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah. There was an explosion and a fire. So that was, yeah, that was 

in the ‘70s. So that was one of the last times. And again, being a kid and then leaving the area, I 

had heard, and I think they have benefited the community overall in terms of jobs, being able to 

create jobs for people in the community is probably another reason why we thrive and little 

places like Mossville was able to stay alive was because of the jobs. But everything has a 

tradeoff. Some of those jobs and those conditions were kind of rough. 

 

DRAGOON:             [1:43:36]  What kinds of jobs were people taking there? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:             For minorities? I think mostly labor kind of jobs. Manual labor. 

My father got lucky. He was working with people who taught him a craft. But for the most part, 

the craft that was learned by some of the men who were working there was people who just 

either needed it or was kind enough to show them how to do things. And in their own 

determination to learn to do it well . . . And then they became specialized at it. And that did 
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happen for quite a few men who worked there. But that was the one thing about segregation back 

then. It wasn’t exactly like oh, we all love everybody and open arms and you’re welcome to 

come in. If you got lucky enough to get in, and in my dad’s case, how did he, how did he . . . oh, 

Mom worked for Mr. [Mount?]. Somebody told me that the other day. My mother was 

housekeeper for this man and his family. And she was talking about Dad being out of work. And 

the man said, “Well, have him come talk to me. Firestone is hiring.” So when he talked to the 

man, the man made it possible for my dad to get an interview and get the job at Firestone. So 

when you got lucky like that, then you could get in and would get a good job. Other than that, 

he’d have been, every rainy day he’d have been sitting on that back porch, watching what we 

were doing. [laughs]  

 

C. LATOUR:   [Never?] did that. [Never?] got him [distracted?]. [laughter]  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         No, he made sure we got on the track to . . . “Oh, you sitting here? 

You ain’t got nothing to do?” 

 

DRAGOON:          What were some of the other places that folks in Mossville worked? So a lot 

of them worked at the plants. And were there . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:           That was the majority of it, really. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          And the construction people. They would do construction work. If 

somebody was building something, then they would go out and do that kind of thing. Lumber 
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mills. I think they had a mill that was still running for a while. Had a couple of them in Mossville 

who were little entrepreneurs. Most of it was whatever they could get. I failed to tell you, too, 

what an avid fisher and hunter my father was. [laughs] Okay. Back step. Go ahead. 

 

DRAGOON:         [1:46:06]  Now I wanted to know more. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      He loved fishing and hunting. 

 

DRAGOON:          Where would he go? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        As a matter of fact, when he got to be old, a little bit older, after he 

was working for a while, he got himself a little boat. And he would tell you a story about his 

shrimp boats. Like no, you just got one little pirogue. Here in the lakes . . . Big Lake, he would 

go out to Big Lake. And the channels through here, he would go and fish in there. And then 

somewhere they would find rivers. My grandfather, Joe, his father, was an avid fisherman, also. 

 

DRAGOON:         Did they ever sell their catches? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Oh, no.  

 

DRAGOON:           [1:46:42]  No. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:    Everything that they got their hands on and they brought it [around?] . . . 

because like I said, income wasn’t such that they could just . . . So they supplemented their 

income with foods and gardens a lot. It was a way of life for them. This is what they were used 

to. 

 

DRAGOON:          Could we get a time check? See where we are. Okay. Cool. All right. So 

we’re at an hour fifty, about. I have a couple more questions and then maybe we can wrap up this 

session. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Okay. 

 

DRAGOON:             I have many pages of questions.  So many. [laughs]  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          We can do it in another part. Yeah, we can do it in another part. 

[laughter]  

 

DRAGOON:             Okay. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      You guys are good company. We can pick you up later. 

 

DRAGOON:       We can come back. Okay. Let’s see. I just wanted to know, did your parents 

cook? Did your mom cook? Did your dad cook? 
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C. LATOUR:           [Pardon]? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      [laughs] Yes and yes. 

 

DRAGOON:             Both of them, or just one of them? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          [1:47:44]  Yes and yes. My father and I, one of our things . . . That 

was another thing, too, about the pecking order in the house. Each older child was responsible 

for something. The oldest male was responsible for man things. He had to know how to fix a car, 

and you got to know how to do yard. You got to know how to take care of your house. The 

oldest female had to know how to do house things. You got to be able to cook. One of the 

biggest fights we would have when I was trying to learn how to cook was cooking that rice. He 

would go ballistic, the rice. So finally one day he showed me, “I’m going to show you 

something. This is how you cook rice!” Because it was always too soggy, or it wasn’t water, 

didn’t have enough water. And when he showed me the one-inch trick with your finger. “When 

you put the water in pot, you put your finger in there and you measure that. And if it’s right 

there, then . . . ” To this day, I’ll die with that. But hey, it works. It works. So, yeah, they were 

definitely both cooks. After I was gone, he would throw these big cookouts for you guys. He 

would have all you all come to the house and cook. And he’d be the one who would be cooking, 

right? 

 

C. LATOUR:           Yeah. He’d make sauce most of the time.  
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LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah. 

 

C. LATOUR:   [1:48:46]  He’d make some kind of sauce. That’s what he would do. They 

would boil crawfish or something like that. But mostly what he . . . the best thing he cooked was 

like those sauces.  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       Yeah. 

 

C. LATOUR:             The fish and stuff like that. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Turtles. Fish. He would go get the turtles. And when he would clean 

them, he’d give us those little eggs that was in there. [laughs] My husband tease me all the time. 

If it don’t move, we eat it.  

 

C. LATOUR:          Oh, yeah. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Love turtle. Love sheep. Love pork, chicken, rabbit, you name it. 

[laughter] But again, because of the way they fed us, that’s what they helped us develop a palate 

for food. I mean, if it’s cooked right, it’s good. 

 

DRAGOON:         [1:49:23]  Did they pass recipes on to you? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         No. No recipes. Just this is how you make it. 
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C. LATOUR:            They didn’t have a recipe. Just cook. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       There’s another inside joke again. Margaret boiled vegetables in the 

microwave. Cecelia cooks. 

 

C. LATOUR:           She is the recipe book. [laughs]  She remembered it all. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        It is not that I don't know how to cook and can’t cook. And I think 

you like it. 

 

C. LATOUR:           I do. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         I tease her all the time. She’s the foodie. She’ll take pictures of foods 

and stuff. She likes food. She likes preparing food. She likes preparing food. She’ll call us 

sometime and say, “Come and eat.” And it’s like, okay. 

 

C. LATOUR:              Yeah, I like to cook. I like to cook for a crowd. I have a big family, too. I 

had, with my own kids, I have a big family. So I like to cook. I don’t cook like I used to as much. 

[baby crying] 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Poor little [Pichi?]  

 

C. LATOUR:                I hope I cook like Dad. 
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LATOUR-PITRE:        [1:50:18]  What you need, Mama? That sounds like I need something. 

Nap? Milk? Something. 

 

C. LATOUR:           I need that dog on me. 

 

ALEXIS:            That’s what he want, that dog. [laughter]  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Go look in the bedroom. 

 

ALEXIS:           He wants her, because he think she just so pretty. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       Yeah, I know, I can see. Go look in the bedroom. There’s stuffed 

animals in there. Open that closet door. [baby noises] 

 

DRAGOON:           So cute.  

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        I’m working here. Don’t start with me. I don’t have time to play with 

you right now. Let me finish. [laughs] You can go ahead. 

  

DRAGOON:           [1:51:07]  Did you guys have big family gathering meals when you were 

growing up? [laughter] Was that like a nightly or a weekly kind of basis? 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:           Once or twice a month, maybe.  
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C. LATOUR:          At least. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Once a month, for sure, if you want to average it out. We was always 

. . .  

 

C. LATOUR:          At least once a month. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        And I didn’t live here. 

 

C. LATOUR:           Or more. Once or twice. Oh, yeah. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        It’s like oh, yeah. Food was one of the big things that we did. 

 

C. LATOUR:           Still. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         [1:51:24]  I was looking at the pictures the other day about the 

backyard when I was putting the pictures of the property together. And I go like yeah, I need to 

include some of these. Because the backyard was busy. We always had gatherings and kids. 

 

C. LATOUR:            Oh, yeah. We did that a lot. We still do that. Mm hmm. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          Yeah. Yeah. We still do. 
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C. LATOUR:             Because I have a big family. My kids are grown now. And we have 

cookouts at their house and stuff like that. Last Saturday we was cooking out. [laughs] Yeah, we 

do. Very much so. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      And we feed off of her. We live vicariously through her. Just about all 

the rest of us. 

 

C. LATOUR:           It’s part of the culture, though. I mean, and it carries everybody, the culture. 

Because everybody’s like that. No matter where we are in the country, if you came from this 

family, you use food to bring the family together. That’s how it is. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Absolutely. 

 

C. LATOUR:          And it brings everybody together. So. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:       [1:52:10]  And it’s noisy! I have literally lost my voice trying to talk 

over these people when we’ve been together. Literally. The next day, I’m hoarse. Because for 

some reason, my pitch level doesn’t work. I’m screaming, and everybody else is fine. I have 

literally lost my voice more than once trying to . . .  

 

C. LATOUR:        You’ve got to get in when you finish. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:         Yeah. Yeah. 
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C. LATOUR:           I probably have the biggest family of all of them. So when we, just my kids 

and their children, and their children’s children, I think we right at 35 right now. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      The family joke is if you want to throw a party and you need to know 

how many people, just count sixty-five people for Nanny Celia, and then see who else you have. 

You can kind of say, Celia’s got the largest group. And like I said, we live vicariously through 

her. Because I have two children with four grandchildren. One grandson lives here with me, and 

a son’s in the area, the rest of my kids . . . So it’s like, there have been many holidays we’re 

sitting here like just the two of us, okay. My oldest brother, he’s got two children and one 

grandchild. Just the two of them. So when they get together, it’s like, “Can we come play with 

you all and you all children?” So we have the big family, so fortunately we get invited a lot. But 

a lot of family gatherings. A lot of food. And like I said, sometimes when we were younger, the 

music, Dad would break out the music, even. So it was . . .  

 

DRAGOON:          [1:53:33]  Well I think that’s a good stopping place for today. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:        Okay. 

 

DRAGOON:           Thank you so much for inviting us. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:          You’re welcome. I hope it’s useful stuff. Like I said, you can 

certainly see it means a lot to us. We got memories. But I hope it’s something you can use. 
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DRAGOON:        Yeah, exactly. Thank you. 

 

LATOUR-PITRE:      Okay. 

 

[1:53:49]   

[End 4532. End Session I.] 
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