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[Begin Tape 4570. Begin Session I.] 

 

CHELSEA ARSENEAULT:  Alright, it's recording. Okay, so today is April 15th. It's 

Friday April 15th, 2016 and I'm here with Ms. Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs. Lee is her middle 

name I just found out. Today we're at the Imperial . . . are interviewing at the Imperial Calcasieu 

Museum in Lake Charles [Louisiana]. We're so happy you came in from Houston [Texas] today. 

Thank you so much for driving and for taking the time to talk to us today. 

 

JIMMIE LEE RIGGS:  Thank you for asking me. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

RIGGS:  I appreciate it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [00:30]  You been . . . They're like, "Ms. Jimmie Lee. You got to talk to 

Ms. Jimmie Lee." So we're so happy that you could make the time to come out. So for the 

recording, could you please state your full name? Just . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Wonderful. And so we'll start with when were you born and where were 

you born? 

 

RIGGS:  I was born November the 28th, 1936 in Mossville, Louisiana, at home. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Can you tell me a little bit about your birth? Like was there a midwife or? 

 

RIGGS:  There was a midwife whose name was Aunt [Jannie?]. That I was told. I think she 

was the midwife of Mossville. The funniest thing about my birth was I have two brothers, 

Rudolph and Curtis, and they are eight [and nine] years older than I am. My mom sent them to 

get Aunt Jannie, and they stopped at the sugarcane factory [Riggs clarifies this was a mill] where 

they were making syrup. Finally they did get Aunt Jannie and I was just delivered in November. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So they took a little sugar break? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah they detoured. [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [01:39]  That's funny. There's so much I want to ask just about your birth 

and the sugarcane mill, but where in Mossville were you born? Do you remember the house? 

 

RIGGS:  Yes, yes. You want me to give you a description of where . . .? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [agrees] 
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RIGGS:  Okay. I was born west of the Kansas City Southern Railroad Track right across 

from the masonic hall. Maybe a half a block from where the school was, Mossville Elementary 

School. That's it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do you remember about your house? 

 

RIGGS:  I remember that it was white. My daddy built houses. That's what he did. He was 

a carpenter. It had . . . You walked in . . . It was a living room, and then behind that was a 

kitchen-dining room like, and two bedrooms. Houses at that time did not have hallways. You just 

went from one room to the next room. No hallways. You walk into the house and then you had a 

wall, and then you was in the kitchen. Then to the left was a bedroom with a door, and then a 

bedroom with a door, and a front porch, and a back porch. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did the neighborhood where you lived have a name? 

 

RIGGS:  [03:15]  No, not really. Not really. Mossville was known . . . Where I lived was 

just known as Mossville. We lived on old 90. The old Highway 90. It was where . . . Well I don't 

know if you want to go back that far. It was maybe about half a mile from the Sanctified Church, 

and maybe a mile from the Methodist Church, which is now Prater Road. That was like the 

center of Mossville because eventually the recreation was [built] there. The swimming pool first, 

and then the recreation [center], and the school. The first, original school was there. Basically 

that's the part of Mossville I lived in. 
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ARSENEAULT:  So you were born in 1936. 

 

RIGGS:  Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  In Mossville. 

 

RIGGS:  In . . .[yes]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So you're an original resident. What was it . . . because I'm sure you've 

seen a lot of changes throughout the years. What was it like then? 

 

RIGGS:  [04:37]  Well during . . . At that time many people in Mossville had cars. We had 

a car. I don't know how good it was, but we had one [laughs]. People that did have cars took the 

other people to Westlake, [Louisiana] or to Lake Charles, or to Sulphur [Louisiana] for shopping. 

There were still . . . I remember one family that had a wagon. He used the wagon to go Westlake 

to get his groceries, and he did that for a long time. I remember him doing that. I was a big girl, 

and he still doing that. He was the only person I knew that would hook up his wagon on Fridays 

and he'd go to Westlake, get his groceries. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember who it was? 

 

RIGGS:  Yes, Mr. Earthy Prater. He did that. 
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ARSENEAULT:  That's Ms. Vera's grandfather. 

 

RIGGS:  That's Ms. Vera's grandfather. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I've heard about Mr. Earthy. 

 

RIGGS:  [05:46]  Mr. Earthy, and he was some person  . . . A person that I remember that 

well. He didn't stop because people had cars. I don't know if he ever owned a car, but he did that. 

He had children that was my age, too. Tommy and Wilford was my age. His children. That sticks 

with me of him.  

The churches every other Sunday, like the ministers rotated. Like the Methodists, say the 

first Sunday, the Methodist church had a minister. So the people from the other churches would 

probably come at eleven o'clock church because they didn't have minister. They would have 

maybe Bible study in the morning. Then on a second Sunday maybe the Sanctified church had a 

minister, so we would go to that church on that day and we would just have a Bible study. That 

made the community close. We were close. Even though I was Methodist I went to all those 

churches back and forth. I would go from one . . . Whatever was going on we would go to that 

church. To me that brought the community close together. It wasn't that you were Catholic and I 

was Methodist and he was . . . that didn't happen. Even though we went to those churches it 
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wasn't that you thought of that church as a different church. I think that brought Mossville 

together.  

[07:27]  I don't know. It was a black settlement. So basically you saw other people, but 

you left the community or else other people came into the community. But it was basically a 

black settlement. People that had settled . . . People of color settled Mossville. I found that out. 

That they came to Mossville and settled. I'm sure that's how it became the black community. 

Eventually it changed, but it was a complete black community. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about your parents? Just going back a little bit. Like do you know 

how . . . when they came to Mossville? 

 

RIGGS:  [08:16]  They were born there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Your parents were born there? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. My daddy was born . . . He was really not born in Mossville. He was 

born on the other Highway 90. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So more toward Westlake? Or Sulphur? Or . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  Closer to Westlake. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  Near . . . He was . . . They were near the old Dunham Price place. But they face 

the old . . . That would be the new 90 because we were on the old, old 90. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [08:47]  So that would be the new 90. So he was in that area. He was not in 

Mossville. I guess he was considered Westlake I think. I'm not really sure. I know that was a 

mailing address for them. But my mother was born in Mossville. She was an original. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Your parents' names? 

 

RIGGS:  My mother's name was Anna Garrett McNiel. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Can you spell McNiel? 

 

RIGGS:  M-C-N-I-E-L. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  N-I-E-L? 

 

RIGGS:  [agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And Garrett's her maiden name? 
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RIGGS:  [agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And it’s two r's? 

 

RIGGS:  G-A-R-R-E-T-T. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Two t's. Okay, Anna Garrett McNiel. She was born in Mossville? 

 

RIGGS:  [09:27]  She was born in Mossville. Her father was born State Line, Mississippi 

on his father's plantation, and he kept him and raised him. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  He went from . . . I couldn't find him from there, but he went from State Line to 

the normal college for colored in Baton Rouge [Louisiana] which is now Southern [University]. 

He was the first teacher in Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. What was his name? 

 

RIGGS:  Berkeley C. Garrett. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  And I got some information off of that. He was like paid thirty-five dollars a day 

[Riggs clarifies it was per month]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  And that’s it. And I got this . . . It came from a thesis someone had written and he 

was like . . . Let me tell you . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Sure! Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  I'm going to get it out here. I'm going to say it wrong.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Got some papers with information on it. First teacher in Mossville. How 

wonderful. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. He gave the land for the first school. An acre. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  Let me . . . It said here. This . . . I'm going to tell you what I . . . I don't want to 

read it though. It said that he acquired a teaching position in Shoat’s Prairie and he taught there 

for many years. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [11:17]   Because that's what Mossville was called? 

 

RIGGS:  That's what it was called. And he was . . . At that that time he was the leading 

colored teacher in the parish.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  According to the parish teachers’ payroll he was paid thirty-five dollars a month. 

He taught many generations of students in Calcasieu Parish, and he lived to be seventy-five. But 

he gave the first acre of land for the first school in Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where was the first school? 

 

RIGGS:  It's over where the swimming pool and . . . Well I guess it's between the Kansas 

City Railroad and Prater Road . . . Do you understand? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. So I'm thinking where the Rigmaiden Center . . . It was behind the 

Rigmaiden Center? 

 

RIGGS:  That's where it . . . Rigmaiden Center. It was in that area. That's the area. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That's the area. 
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RIGGS:  [12:07]  That's the area. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He gave that acre right there? 

 

RIGGS:  He gave that acre for the school and then from there they bought something. Then 

he also owned the land where the recreation is. They sold that to them [Ward 4]. He was a land 

owner and sold a lot of land back and forth. 

 

ARSENEAULT:         I'm so curious. So he was born on his father's plantation in Mississippi or 

. . .? 

 

RIGGS:  In State Line, Mississippi. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  State Line, Mississippi. 

 

RIGGS:   [12:32]  It keeps coming up . . . Well I was told by my mom that it was State 

Line. But you know when you're doing it, it will be State Line, Mississippi. Then it'll join State 

Line, Georgia. But it's Mississippi because on some of the papers that he filled out . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He puts Mississippi? 

 

RIGGS:  He put Mississippi because he could write, you know. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  So . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do you know about him? 

 

RIGGS:  [12:52]  That's all I know. He died in '35. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Right before you were born. 

 

RIGGS:  At seventy-five [agrees]. Right before I was born. Did not know he . . . Well my 

mother didn't know anything about his mother, but he was born after . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Nothing? You don't know what she did or what her name was? 

 

RIGGS:  Nothing. Nothing. Nor what the daddy's name was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. You just know he was a plantation owner in State Line, Mississippi. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. And he kept him. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. Do you know when he moved? Or what brought him to . . .? 
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RIGGS:  [13:20]  No, I can’t. I can only . . . As far back as I went was like where he 

bought the first land in Mossville. I can't hardly find any records. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The records . . . ? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. With the census and things it’s . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think something burned. 

 

RIGGS: [13:33]  Something burned. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  In like 1910 or something. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Went up in flames and so . . . It's so sad. My heart . . . 

 

RIGGS:  He also . . . He had married previously before my grandmother. He had some 

children with his first wife, then children with my grandmother. They got a divorce. He and the 

first wife got a divorce. You can’t get it because the courthouse here burnt so you don't have . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [You don't know her name?]. 
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RIGGS:  [Agrees]. You just think about that far back that they could get divorces. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [14:07]  Yeah. That sounds like he was kind of ahead of his time in a lot 

of ways. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So he was . . . Okay, so your grandmother was Anna Garrett McNiel? 

 

RIGGS:  Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And . . . 

 

RIGGS:  No, no, no that's my mother. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  No, that's your mother. 

 

RIGGS:  My grandmother, his wife, my grandmother . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

RIGGS:  Was Belle. B-E-L-L-E Smith. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [14:28]  That's his second wife? 

 

RIGGS:  Second wife. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And what can you tell me about her? 

 

RIGGS:  Nothing because I know that she died in 1919. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [14:37]  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  And she was from . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So he out lived her a lot? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  She was from Franklin area . . . Louisiana area. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  And I do know her aunts and relatives. I do know some of them, but I  . . . she was 
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. . . My mother was thirteen when she passed away. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [14:59]  So they were from Franklinton? 

 

RIGGS:  Franklin. Franklin, Louisiana. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Franklin. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. Like New Iberia. Down New Iberia. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

RIGGS:  Franklin. That area. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So that's south Louisiana? 

 

RIGGS:  South Louisiana [agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [15:11]  Does the family still . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  No. They moved to Houston. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  They moved to Houston, and that's where Grandpa Smith and that part of the 

family is buried. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  In Franklin? Or in Houston? 

 

RIGGS:  No, Houston. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay, so they moved and now the family is kind of residing there. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So do you know what brought the family to that area? 

 

RIGGS:  [15:32]  No, no. The Smith family, we're talking about . . . Well my mother said 

that the Smith family came from up north. From . . . I don't know if it was Canada, Nova Scotia, 

or somewhere that way. They were not Creole. They settled on the bayou in Louisiana, but I 

don't know any details. I have not researched. I have not done anything on that side of my 

family. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  We just know they're kind of in Cajun country and then they moved to . . .  

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. They moved to Houston. I actually met Grandmother Belle's sisters and 

some of their children. The thing was they were not Creole even though that's where they came 
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from. They didn't speak Creole. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So they're not Creole, but they live with . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  They lived there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  In the Creole area. 

 

RIGGS:  In the Creole area. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So people probably think . . . Just assume that they are Creole. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [16:33]  So they never spoke French? 

 

RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  No one in the family? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  No one. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Interesting. 

 

RIGGS:  No one. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Interesting. Okay, so that's kind of your mom's side. 

 

RIGGS:  That's my mom's side. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [16:46]  So tell me more about who your dad is and [kind of?] his side.  

 

RIGGS:  Okay. My dad is James Williams. His father was Julius Williams. They were . . . 

Like I said, I think the address was Westlake. They were born in . . . I mean my father was born 

where they lived in Westlake. [Coughs] Pardon me. His daddy was a minister with the Sanctified 

Church. My grandmother was, I guess, housewife. I remember her. I remember them. Actually, 

they died when I was in high school in the 50s. They had three girls and one boy. This was my 

dad. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. He was the boy? 

 

RIGGS:  He was the boy. So they are all deceased and what we have now is just cousins on 

that side. Don't know too much more about it. I don't know where they came from, or where my 
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grandmother came from, nor my grandfather. I do not remember. I remember one relative of my 

grandmother. But my grandfather, I remembered some of the . . . You did some Hartman's? Have 

you done some Hartman's? Anybody say anything about Hartman's? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think so. Maybe a maiden name. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah some Hartman's. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  He was related to the Hartman's. So that's the only part of the family that I know 

from my dad's side. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [18:21]  So you don't know where they came from, or? 

 

RIGGS:  No, don't know where they came from. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I see. Are they still in Westlake? 

 

RIGGS:  No, they're all deceased. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  Just . . . I have like . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The whole family? 

 

RIGGS:  . . . a couple of cousins that was my daddy's sister's children, and they live here in 

Lake Charles. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [18:36]  Okay. So kind of stayed close to home? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. They're still here. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So tell me a little bit more about your parents. Like where did they meet? 

And . . . 

 

RIGGS:  I guess they met in Mossville. I don't know. I would think maybe they met in 

Mossville. My mother had married previously. She married and she was a Rigmaiden. With that 

marriage she had two sons, Rudolph and Curtis. Their father died early. I think . . . At least, 

when I say early, when people had the . . . What was it? The flu? Influenza? Whatever it was. He 

died early and when my dad married her I think the boys were young. They were like four, or 

five, or younger. So my dad actually raised those . . . my brothers. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So she . . . Her first husband was a Rigmaiden? 
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RIGGS:  [Agrees] Johnny Rigmaiden. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Johnny Rigmaiden, okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [19:40]  And so I knew the Rigmaiden family, too. Like as grandmothers and 

part of those. So they were like part of my family also because of my brothers. Their 

grandmother was my grandmother. So it goes back to the Rigmaiden’s and I'm sure you’ve done 

. . . You did Della Ann. Della Ann's father was my brother's great uncle, Josh Rigmaiden. Josh 

Rigmaiden and my brother's grandfather, who was Henry Rigmaiden, were brothers. So that . . . 

You probably find a lot of the families will connect together like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I'm learning more and more. 

 

RIGGS:  And my mother's brother Ira married [Mariah?] Rigmaiden. Which was Josh and  

. . . . Who did I just say? Josh and Henry's sister. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So it's all connected somehow. 

 

RIGGS: All that part is connected. [Agrees]. That part is connected, so a lot of the people 

in there will be connected where they married. Some people you are related to, and some people 

you're really not, but that was how you were raised. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So might not have been your blood . . . 
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RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  But you were still raised like a . . . It would still be your kin.  

 

RIGGS: [Agrees].  

 

ARSENEAULT:  They were still your . . . They treated you like a family. 

 

RIGGS:  [21:07]  So basically that's my father's side. I really don't know a lot about that 

side.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So your mom . . . I'm always interested in what the women do. So your 

grandmother on your father's side was, you said a housekeeper? 

 

RIGGS:  Housekeeper. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Your dad was a carpenter. 

 

RIGGS:  Yes, my daddy was a carpenter. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What did your mom do? 

 

RIGGS:  My mother went to Houston and finished high school and she came back. Got 
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married I guess young. She, at one time, she subbed a lot at the school. I guess because she had 

finished high school. She ended up . . . she worked . . . ran a drug store for a lady. Purdy’s 

Drugstore. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was that in Mossville? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. Bel Air. I have a list of places that was in Mossville. I don't know if people 

told you about the businesses. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I have so many questions. 

 

RIGGS:  That's a question? But anyway . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I have so many questions. 

 

RIGGS:  My mother ran a drugstore. Did that for about ten or fifteen years. That was her 

thing after. She was a housewife probably up until I was out of high school. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So she kind of raised the kids and then maybe went and did a few things? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [22:21]  Interesting. Okay. So that kind of gives us a handle on sort of 
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like your origins and everything. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [22:28]  As far as Mossville goes, what are . . . Do you know the 

geographic boundaries of Mossville? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, I guess I do. This is what was my interpretation. I don't know if it's 

Trousdale Road now. I don't know if that's the name of it. It's Trousdale. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Trousdale? 

 

RIGGS:  Trousdale. Yeah, that's . . . Yeah. That is I think the beginning of Mossville and 

that area. During my time of growing up it ended maybe about a mile west of Mount Zion 

Baptist Church. Then it . . . people . . . It spread out I'd say going south. It was back to the 

Southern Pacific Railroad Track just before you get to the new [Highway] 90. And going north I 

can't say where it stopped, but going north I know it didn’t go all the way to Houston River, but 

it went north, and I don't know how far it went that way. Basically that's it. Now with little jets. 

With little . . . Now they have streets and named going through there, but that's my interpretation. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [24:01]  I'm just always curious because whenever we go it's always either 

Sulphur or Westlake. 
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RIGGS:  Well see what they did, Sulphur annexed Mossville. They annexed Mossville. See 

it went all the way past . . . You know where Coach Williams Road is? That was Mossville. So 

when they annexed it, it came all the way down to Prater Road. So it took half of Mossville. Just 

wiped it out. They have a Sulphur address. So now I guess, I don't know, Mossville goes from 

Prater Road to . . . I don't know where it goes now [laughs]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That's the question. 

 

RIGGS:  [24:37]  That’s the question. Where does it go? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. Interesting. Kind of going back to what Mossville was like before, 

what do you remember about . . . Were there any like, sections of Mossville? Do they have 

special names? 

 

RIGGS:  There were some special names. I guess like I said the people north . . . I have to 

give you a boundary. It's . . . I know they called it something else now, but I can't . . . It was 

called the Houston River Road at the time I'm talking about. Now it has another name. I don't 

know what it is. Maybe Greenville or Green something. Anyway, people that lived up there was 

called . . . I cannot spell it. I'm going to tell you what it said. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  It was called Saprack. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  S-A-P I guess. The people that lived up there was some Rigmaiden's and some 

Braxton's. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Going up there was Vera's grand-people lived up there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. You say "up there" was it like because it was north or . . . ? 

 

RIGGS:  It’s north.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [25:44]  It's north of [Highway] 90, and I'm saying up north.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  I see. 

 

RIGGS:   [Agrees]. In that little community of . . . Let's see now, where else that I know 

during my time. Bel Air [subdivision], that came after . . . That's not the beginning of Mossville. 

That was not there. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Okay, I was wondering. 

 

RIGGS:  No, that was in the 50s. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  In the 50s? 

 

RIGGS:  It wasn't the 40s. It was in the 50s. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [26:10]  It had to be in the 50s. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So it was later? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah when they did that subdivision, and Queensboro. Those little subdivisions. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was Queensboro the one with the street names that are like King and 

Queen? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  They are between the two [Highway] 90s.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh okay. 

 

RIGGS:  The old 90 and the new 90. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So is the old 90 Old Spanish Trail? 

 

RIGGS:  [26:31]  Old Spanish Trail. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And then the new 90 is Highway 90? 

 

RIGGS:  Highway 90 [agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay.  

 

RIGGS:  Old Spanish Trail. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Now I get it. 

 

RIGGS:   That goes all the way to Houston. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 
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RIGGS:  [26:39]  That was the way . . . That was like the Interstate 10. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  I remember also . . . we're talking about that also, the Kansas City Southern. The 

railway track nearest the old . . . The new 90. Over that way. The train, the passenger train, ran 

that way. New Orleans to California. I remember my aunt and other people they’ll be . . . come 

to Lake Charles right there on Shattuck catch the train and go . . . I would just remember the 

train. That train passed in front of my daddy's family. You could sit on the porch and see the 

train and you’d see the people in the cars. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  Back then. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where was the train depot? 

 

RIGGS:  It was right here on Shattuck Street. Right . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Close to the museum? 

 

RIGGS:  [27:42]  Yeah, close to the . . .  No, no, no. Up where as you come around by the 

civic center, it was right over in there. Now I'm saying Shattuck, maybe Lawrence. Lawrence 
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maybe. Lawrence Street. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I'm not familiar with . . . It's in Lake Charles? 

 

RIGGS:  It's in Lake Charles. [Agrees]. It's in Lake Charles. It's as you . . . Okay, the civic 

center is sitting here, and the street is over here with Lake Street coming around. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So y'all would maybe drive to the . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  To the depot in Lake Charles? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And then . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, come to depot and catch the train and go to Orange, [Texas] or go places. I 

just . . . I remember . . .  I just happened to think about that, the train. People riding the train. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [28:20]  I bet that was so loud in your dad's house. 

 

RIGGS:  [laughs] Well yeah it was loud. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Shake the house. 

 

RIGGS:    It was loud. It was loud. It was loud because they weren't that far from the 

railroad track, but I just remember that. People riding the train during that time. I'm just trying     

. . . Mossville was not a country town. The people did not farm. There were . . . they did have 

some people like planting cotton, and some people . . . It was a rice farm out there, but it was 

somebody else that owned the rice farm. So most people had jobs, or worked, or self-supporting. 

They didn't farm. They didn't farm. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did y'all have a garden or anything growing up, or? 

 

RIGGS:  At one time we did. When I was very, very little we had a garden. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  But it wasn't a big production? 

 

RIGGS:  No, it wasn't a big production. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Can you tell me a little bit about the garden? 

 

RIGGS:  [29:21]  The one thing I remember about the garden was cucumbers and tomatoes 

because we would go and get the cucumbers, tomatoes and just eat them then. Had greens and 

we even had chickens. Basically we . . . The little stuff that did grow in the garden, I remember 

that we had a lot of it in the summer, but they canned it and put it in jars for the winter. I 
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remember that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How would they can? 

 

RIGGS:  They would peel the tomatoes and things. And I remember . . . the jars. Putting 

jars in the pot and sterilizing them. They would cook the food, then put it in the jar, and then put 

it back in the sterilizer, and put the top on it. Then they would have a safe. It was called a safe. 

What it was was a pantry. It was actually a piece of furniture. And so this stuff would go up in 

the safe. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Like a cupboard? 

 

RIGGS:  Like a cupboard. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They called it a safe. Was it locked or something? 

 

RIGGS:  No, it just had little doors on it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [30:40]  And most people had a little safe. Now why it was called a safe, I don't 

know because it was in the kitchen on the back porch [both laugh]. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Wasn't very safe. 

 

RIGGS:  No. And it held the stuff that they canned. Actually I do remember growing in up 

. . . You talking about the garden, though. It was like my mother's brothers had gardens, too. And 

they’d . . . People would exchange stuff, too. I remember them, the ladies, peeling peaches and 

putting together . . . Like my mom, and maybe Butch's mom, and other moms, they would can. 

And then you would take so much and I would take so much. They did that. I remember that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They kind of pooled it all? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. From the gardens or whatever they were doing . . . Whatever. They also 

put up strings beans, too. I remember that. String beans, and tomatoes, and . . . I don't remember 

too much other things from the garden. We didn't have a big, big, big garden. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did anyone in the community sort of like have a green thumb, or was a 

good gardener? Anything like that you remember?  

 

RIGGS:  [31:44]  My mother's brother did. He had the store. He had his store, Ira Garrett's 

store. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So Ira Garrett was your mother's brother? 

 

RIGGS:  My mother's brother [laughs]. 
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ARSENEAULT:   I've been dying to talk to somebody who knew Ira Garrett. It’s been 

pulling teeth. 

 

RIGGS:  That's my mom's oldest brother. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I mean . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Let me back up and give you my brother . . . My grandfather's children and . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

RIGGS:  It's more than Ira. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Please. 

 

RIGGS:  With the first marriage. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So that's your mom's . . .? 

 

RIGGS:        He was married to [Mamie?] . . . No. He was married to Mamie Reese. R-E-E-S-E. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  [32:13]  Okay. With that family he had Rosa, Amelia . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Ira, and John. Okay, that was that set. Ira was the only one that stayed. The rest of 

them left and went to California and other places. So Ira had . . . What you want to know about 

Ira? Ira had the grocery store. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They just told me all about that. 

  

RIGGS:  He was the man of town. He . . . I know he was one of the people that had a car. 

Ira and Josh Rigmaiden were brother-in-laws. I told you that earlier. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:   At one time Ira had . . . He had a barbeque pit. He had a restaurant. I guess it was 

. . . He sold barbeque. Then he did a store, and it was actually the biggest store and I can't say it 

was the first store. I don't know that. But he actually had meat. He had . . . He cut meat and had 

groceries in it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [33:22]  Where was the store? 

 

RIGGS:  The store was right there by the Kansas City Southern Railroad track. Maybe 
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between the . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Near Bel Air? 

 

RIGGS:  No, no before Bel Air. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Between the railroad track and the Sanctified Church. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [33:38]  There's a little bridge as you come from the Sanctified Church. There's a 

bridge. Just before you go off the track he was to the left. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  He had the store and I don't know what all, but he was like a community leader. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you know how he . . . Or when he started the store? 

 

RIGGS:  No, I don't because I always remember him having a store. 
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ARSENEAULT:  So it was there when  . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  It was there [agrees]. It was there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What did it look like? Can you describe it? 

 

RIGGS:  It was  . . . His house was there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So he lived behind it or . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  [34:19]  No, he lived on the side of it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  On the side of it, okay. 

 

RIGGS:     [Agrees]. His house was there and the store jetted out the side. It was a building 

. . . It was a long building kind of like this, and you could go from the house into the store. It was 

pretty large. It had a meat counter, and then it had . . . I'm trying to think about it. Everything was 

behind the counter. Maybe some potatoes or some stuff was in front of it, but everything was 

behind the counter. Like if you needed something then you would get it and they would bring it 

to you. Or he would bring it to you. I know that he . . . What would you say? He . . . People got 

their food on credit; that he ran a bill. Like you would shop whatever you wanted and if you 

didn't pay for it that day he would write it down and give them a copy and he kept a copy. 

Growing up that's where I spent most of my time over there with my uncle in the store. 
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ARSENEAULT:  What kind of things did you do? 

 

RIGGS:  Basically eat cheese, but I . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, he didn’t put you to work? 

 

RIGGS:  Sometime I would sweep. And at that time they had tops on the sodas. The sodas 

had a top that you had to open up. The little top. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  And a lot of times they would be out in front of the little store where people had 

bought sodas and I'd pick up the tops and work around in the store. Not much. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You were just hanging out. 

 

RIGGS:  [35:58]  I was just hanging out.  

 

ARSENEAULT:   [Just into the habit?]  

 

RIGGS:  I was his oldest niece. I was the first niece in the family. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The favorite. 
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RIGGS:  [Agrees]. So I just . . . I would go over and hangout at the store. But I know that 

he did that, and I guess once people got their money or whatever then they came back and they 

paid him because I was there.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did he ever have to go and like, "Hey. . ." remind people or anything like 

that? 

 

RIGGS:  I don't think so. I don't think so. I think they paid him [laughs]. I don't think so. 

Basically I can't say what happened with other people, but I do know that happened. That's how 

he did that. I don't know if everybody had credit because it was little books. It was little books 

with a double receipt. And I . . .  don't know this, but I imagine he had where it'll . . . Mine had 

my name on it. Those little books. I can just see them by the cash register. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Just kept them all ordered.  

 

RIGGS:   [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Kept them organized and everything. What was he like? 

  

RIGGS:  [37:05]  Well, he might have . . . To other people he might have portrayed being 

bully. A rough person. I guess he was all business, but when I say bully he was like a no frills, 

maybe. But he was, when you did know him. But he . . . All I say was he was a business man. If 

it was business, it was business. And he was a steward in the Methodist church. His mother was 
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another grandmother that I knew. Remember I didn't have my mother's and his mother lived . . . I 

knew her. He had no children. He didn't have any children. So basically he was a . . . I would say 

maybe a community leader. He was on committees and did things in the community.  

 

UNKNOWN:  [. . .?] 

 

RIGGS:  Oh yeah! In the back of the property where he lived they had a baseball field. 

[Coughs] Excuse me. On Sundays the men in the . . . Saturdays and Sunday played baseball. 

That was a thing that black people did. Then they . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they have a league? 

 

RIGGS:  [38:45]  Well I was about to tell you . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Wasn't a league. They would . . . My brothers played on that, too. These young 

men formed a team. They played like in Vinton [Louisiana], in Lake Charles . . . Different little 

towns. On Sunday like people from Lake Charles would come and the field was behind his house 

on the property. So that was . . . And it was just open. It wasn't no charge or anything. People 

would . . . after church people would go to the baseball game. Other people would like, say, sell 

sodas. They would probably sell beer. I guess they sold beer. I don't really remember. I'm sure 

they did. Or people had little tents and so people would buy stuff like for instance, I don't know 
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if they had popcorn. Sodas and stuff. So he did do that. He had that. That was the baseball field. 

That lasted up until probably I was in high school in the 50s. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  When did his store close? 

 

RIGGS:  [40:06]  His store closed I would say in the 60s. Don't you think so? 

 

JEFFERY WILLIAMS:  Probably in the 70s. 

 

RIGGS:  In the 70s? Yeah, maybe the 70s. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you know why? 

 

RIGGS:  He was old. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  He was old. It was probably 70s because we were in Houston when it closed. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [40:26]  And what's your name? We can get your name on the recording. 

 

WILLIAMS:  Jeffery Williams. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Jeffery Williams. This is Ms. Jimmie Lee's oldest son or . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  Only son. Only child. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Only son. Only child. Her pride and joy. 

 

RIGGS:  Yes. So how did we . . .? We just stumbled up on Ira, huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. I'm so glad we did. People tell me about Ira and Mr. Rougeau and 

when I ask about stores. 

 

RIGGS:  Mr. Rougeau had a store, yeah. He had a store on Prater Road. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. Was it the same time Mr. Ira? 

 

RIGGS:  [40:54]  Yeah, it overlapped a little bit. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Around the same . . . Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. Ira was like one of the first. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was Mr. Rougeau a white man? 
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RIGGS:  Yes, he was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was he one of the only white men in the area? Or did he live in the area? 

 

RIGGS:  Mr. Rougeau came in probably . . . Let's just say it was probably in the 50s. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [41:12]  Late fifty . . .  After probably '54. I don't want to put time on that, but I 

think I was in high school or out of high school. I don't really remember. But he was white or 

Italian. Yeah, he was white. He was there. He had his store. I'm trying to think of who else. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  This was during the 50s. Was there any like racial tension or anything at 

the time in the area? 

 

RIGGS:  Oh no. No, never had that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Not in Mossville? What do you remember about that time like in the 60s 

and the protests and everything? 

 

RIGGS:  Oh, I integrated McNeese [University], 1955. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You were the first class? 
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RIGGS:  [41:56]  In McNeese [agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. Okay, we're in . . . I want to keep chronological. 

 

RIGGS:  Let’s go back. Let's go back. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  We’re definitely going to go back to that. So we were talking about Mr. 

Ira. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He was a community leader. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [42:09]  When you were growing up who were some other like, people 

that were looked up to? 

 

RIGGS:     Josh Rigmaiden, which was his brother-in-law. Jake Rigmaiden, Audrey Prater  

. . . I'm just trying to think. Maybe Jim Johnson [Riggs adds James Rigmaiden]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What were some things they did that people knew that they were the 

leaders? 
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RIGGS:  Let me stop and think. They . . . One of the things I know that Ira did, and 

probably Josh did, was like if people got a ticket or went to jail or something they would bail 

them out and go see. Well I guess having the store . . . and I'll have to think of what they did. It 

was like if there was something going on and something that need to be done . . . For instance, 

let's just say, when they got the recreation. That was in the 50s. I'm jumping ahead. They formed 

a committee and talked about it and went to Ward 4 and I guess presented that they wanted to do 

this. This was Jake and probably Ira. Josh was probably involved in that one. And at some point 

they did the water thing, too. I don't know. That was later.  

But basically, if something was going on and you needed people to do something, or go 

to the courthouse, or . . . Those people would get together and get it done. Or if they needed 

something at a church they would all get together and raise the money and do it for the church, or 

as a group. Right now I just can't think of no particular thing that they did do other than those 

things that I said. But for instance if . . . this project. If we . . . they would be . . . Step up to say, 

"Okay if you're going to take the town away, let's do something about it. Let's put something 

here so we'll now that we were here." They were that kind of people. They would step up to the 

cause. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [44:49]  Sounds like the community knew that they could count on . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Those certain people to do certain . . . 
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RIGGS:  [Agrees]. That they could count on. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So okay, those are community leaders. What about some of the gathering 

places? You mentioned a couple, but I know people mention certain things when they talk about 

where the young people hung out. 

 

RIGGS:  [45:08]  Well I don't . . . To have hung out, that baseball thing was one. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So Sundays were a big day where the community kind of . . .  

 

RIGGS:   [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it the whole community? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah a lot. Most of them, yeah, because somebody in their family played ball. 

Basically. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Were there any like pro . . . Did anyone go pro or anything? 

 

RIGGS:  No, not that I know of. No, not that I know of. Now I don't really know . . . I 

think the lady's name was Martill. I can't remember what her last name was, but I remember her 

family. She had a little place like I guess a cafe or . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  A canteen? 

 

RIGGS:  A canteen. Yeah, and it was between Saprack Road and Mount Zion, or Mount 

Zion and the Methodist Church. You would go there and do sodas, and dance, and so forth. Then 

they had the rec. The recreation came early. And so in fact, I worked at the recreation. At first it 

was the old school and it was in the summer. And then it progressed from that and then they 

bought some land, which was some of my grandfather's land. All that land was bought from him 

where that school was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  From . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  B.C. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [46:35]  Okay. And well that was a place that they could go down there and you 

could rent it. I don't know because it . . . after . . . between '52 and '55 I was in and out. I went to 

high school in Arkansas. Basically it wasn't too much that I went to. Now, maybe some people 

younger than me did. There were some clubs, but I didn't get to go to the clubs. I know the clubs, 

but I didn't go to the clubs 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What were the clubs when you were growing up? 
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RIGGS:  Joy Hill, The Wagon Wheel, well I went to Valery's. Valery Montgomery had a 

nice place. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was his called? 

 

RIGGS:  It was just Vallire's. V-A-L-L-I-R-E-S. It was on Prater Road and he actually had 

a big place. And he had live entertainment. He like, brought in bands. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember some of the bands? 

 

RIGGS:  [47:37]  Yeah Bobby Bland, B.B. King. That type. I think that the auditorium is 

still there unless they've just torn it down. Then it was some more . . . I mean maybe a couple 

more and they may have had some more after that, but they were . . . And they were run by 

people that lived in Mossville. So . . . and see Butch might have gone someplace else, but I was 

older than  . . . wasn't there for that. Churches used to have stuff. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of things would the churches . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  On Friday night they would have things. You'd go and they would have . . . sell 

food and maybe play some little games. Bingo or something like that. That was in the early days 

. . . young.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Have you ever heard of a pew rally? Someone mentioned a pew rally, but 
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they couldn’t tell me what it was. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, a pew rally . . . I know what a pew rally is. A pew rally is at the church and 

what you do is everyone had a pew. You have a pew, I would have a pew, which is a seat, and 

you ask people to come and sit in your pew. And if you're good you have two or three pews and 

you invite people to the pew rally. It was a way I think of raising money for the church. And then 

they . . . But I guess whatever the people on that pew gave, you would collect it and then turn it 

in. So there would be a winner. Somebody that had the most people in the pew rallies. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about a penny march? 

 

RIGGS:  [49:17]  Oh, yeah . . . Know what that is. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Because I was a queen. The penny march was you select young ladies . . . and 

sometimes they would do it like they . . . did it for the churches. You'd get somebody from Christ 

Sanctified, somebody from the C.M.E., somebody from the Baptist, or just individual people. 

You collect money, and it's a table. It's a table sitting there. And you march around the table and 

you drop a penny in a basket. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  Each person . . . So most of the time it was at the school. And what happens is the 

queen would march around and people would march behind her just a circle going around and 

around dropping pennies in the basket. That went until . . . You had [no] money. You started off 

with money. So what you'd do you would go to the table . . . When it was time for the queen to 

march you go to the table and you give them say twenty dollars at that time. Well they'd give you 

twenty dollars’ worth of pennies. So . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That's a lot of pennies. 

 

RIGGS:  [50:20]  Oh, yes. So queen just marching, marching . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  And dropping pennies the whole time. Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  She marching, marching, and then when she runs out of pennies she gets some 

more and people would follow her and go round with her. Go behind her and drop pennies in. Go 

behind, drop pennies in. It was just a little get together. They probably sold gumbo, and had fried 

fish, and stuff like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So what did you have to do to become a queen? 

 

RIGGS:  [50:41]  Well you were selected because see you had to raise money. All the 

money that you changed, like when you got the twenty dollars’ worth of pennies, you put the 

pennies back in there so that if there was people taking this money to the bank then they would 
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count the money up at the end of the evening. All the money that the first queen had they would 

count that up. I guess they were doing it kind of as it went on. I don't remember. But at the end of 

the evening . . . It would be like two or three days or ever how they had it. At the end of the 

evening the person that dropped the most money in the basket was the queen, okay? So she was 

the queen. The next night somebody else tried to be. You’d go around and around. Drop the 

money in and they count the money up and that night somebody else might win. So everybody 

wants to win. So the next night say you try to get more money and more money. And at the end 

you would have a queen because the person that raised the most money over the three nights was 

the queen of the penny march. That make sense? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So there's a queen for the day and then there's a grand queen? 

 

RIGGS:  Grand queen, yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How is the grand queen treated, or? A sash? 

 

RIGGS:  [51:48]  Nothing. That was it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You just . . . 

 

RIGGS:  You had a crown. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:   You had a crown. You start off nobody had a crown. After the first night, the 

queen of the first night get the crown. So the next night if somebody beat her then she has to go 

up and take the crown off and put it on the person that won that night. So the last night you got a 

nice crown. Probably a tiara. I don't really remember. So you get to keep that one. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you still have any of them? 

 

RIGGS:  No. [laughs] No, but that was a thing. That was a big thing. I don't know who 

told you that, but that was a big thing. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Ms. Lenoria Ambrose. 

 

RIGGS:  [52:27]  Yeah, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She had told me about it a penny rally, but she was like, "I don't 

remember what it was." 

 

RIGGS:  Lenoria. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I was like . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Lenoria, yeah. Lenoria. 
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ARSENEAULT:  She told me about pew rallies, and penny marches, and cake . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Cake walks. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  [52:39]  She told you how that go? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Some. She's like, "I think . . ." No, she tried but . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Okay, with the cake walk people made cakes. Homemade cakes. So what 

happened is they . . . You would have chairs and so you pay . . . I done forgot what it was, but 

you pay to be in the cake walk. I'll just say a quarter. Then you walk around . . . They play music 

and you walk around. You have ten chairs and you have fifteen [Riggs’ clarification: eleven] 

people walking. So when the music is playing and you walk around, walk around, and when the 

music stops you sit in a chair. So the person that does not get a chair, they're all eliminated. Then 

you walk again and . . . No, you move a chair. You eliminate and you move a chair and you walk 

again. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So one person's going to be without a chair. 

 

RIGGS:  One person will be without a chair and you eliminate . . . Eliminate. The last 

person gets the cake. 
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ARSENEAULT:  I bet people were . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah they'd be running and trying to get it. Then it goes all over again. You pay 

to do that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did anyone ever get hurt, or? 

 

RIGGS:  No, that was a big thing. People would do that and it was just fun. It was like 

something to do. That's some of the things we hung out with. There was a thing that I didn't do, 

that there was a thing that the older people did was . . . It was called a box supper. The kicker 

was you didn't know who cooked what. So the box supper was like the food was sitting on the 

table and you had to go around and kind of like bid for what you wanted to eat. So for instance if 

this had chicken and so forth and so on, you had turkey and dressing. So you would bid on what 

you want. You'd write down what you . . . And at the end they would reveal who it was and then 

a table was set up and everybody that signed up to eat that would go over and sit down at a table 

and have dinner with that person. Then you would know who the cook was. That was kind of 

neat, too. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [54:58]  Did anyone ever get their feelings hurt? Like they didn't get 

there's bid on or anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:  I don't know. But the things was, you didn't know who cooked what. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  You might have thought you were signing up to eat your food and it might have 

been his food. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  And that was something they did. That was a way of raising money. 

 

ARSENEAULT: For the church? 

 

RIGGS:  For the church, [agrees] or for the school. I imagine they did some of that stuff 

when they were like in high school running for different things. I can't say that because I didn't 

go to the high school here. What else did we do? Just little stuff. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Let’s talk about your school. Like where . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  I did not go to school here. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [55:37]  So no elementary? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, I did. I did. We can talk about that. 
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ARSENEAULT:   Was it at the old school? 

 

RIGGS:  I went to the old school. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was that a Rosenwald School by any chance? 

 

RIGGS:  [55:45]  I don't know. I don't know.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Tell me what a Rosenwald School is. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Rosenwald was a Jewish philanthropist from Chicago [Illinois] and he 

started a lot of schools in rural black communities, and they're these beautiful old wooden 

buildings . . . 

 

RIGGS:  [56:00]  That’s what this is. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Usually with big windows. They said that Mossville had a Rosenwald 

School. 

 

RIGGS:  It may be. I didn't know that, but it could be. It was . . . I had that in here. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  It was . . . The school was a two-classroom building with a big front porch. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That sounds like it might be. 

 

RIGGS:  And you would walk in and as you walked into the left was a coat room, to the 

right was a coat room, this was a room, and that was a classroom. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So it was two classrooms? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. And in between was a partition that went back and forth and they would 

open it up. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Like on a track or something? 

 

RIGGS:  [56:39]  Yeah. It went back into the wall and they would open it up when they 

had assembly. They say . . . I'd think . . . I can't remember now, like one side was like first to 

fifth and the other side was . . . It only went to the eighth grade. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  So that was the first school. And had the windows, you're right, all the way 
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around. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was it made out of? 

 

RIGGS:  Wood. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Wood. The floors were wood, too. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So everything? 

 

RIGGS:  Everything was wood. Wood. Old, nice wood. So that was the first school. And 

they built an adjacent classroom, just one building, and they built a cafeteria on the other side. So 

it was three classrooms now, and the fourth was the cafeteria. That was there until . . . I don't 

know when that school actually closed because in '52 was when I went to Arkansas to go to high 

school. At that time . . . I mean during that time if you went to high school you had to come to 

Lake Charles. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [57:49]  Because of the . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  There was no . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  No high school? 

 

RIGGS:  No. It was [Second Ward?] or W.O. Boston. [Second Ward?] was first school and 

it went and they did W.O. Boston and there were people that did that. I'd name some people that 

did that. Then they bused the children to Westlake for a while and to Washington . . . Lake 

Charles. In 1956 they built Mossville High School K [kindergarten] though twelve. But basically 

and then I had . . . Did anybody give you teachers or anything? 

 

ARSENEAULT:   We talked about . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Or do you want those? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Some teachers in . . . Like Ms. Rogers and people who just talked about 

school. 

 

RIGGS:  They were the high school. I got some before then. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. So you started . . . what year did you start . . . What grade did you 

start? Do you remember? 

 

RIGGS:  [58:49]  I started in first grade. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  First grade.  
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RIGGS:  First grade.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So they didn't have kindergarten? 

 

RIGGS:  No kindergarten. Not in my time. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay, so first grade was like kindergarten. 

 

RIGGS:  First grade was like kindergarten. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember the year? 

 

RIGGS:  It's not . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You were born in '36. 

 

RIGGS:  [59:02]  I was born in '36. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So probably started when you were five or six. 

 

RIGGS:  I was five or six, but I don't know what . . . I don't really remember. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [59:08]  Maybe '41, '42? Something like that. 
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RIGGS:  I would say '41. I know '40 . . . I know I . . . Yeah, I would say '41. Let’s see, '41, 

'42, '43, '44, '45, '46, '47, '48. No, that was too early. In '52 I was in the ninth grade. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Started ninth grade in '52. So how old were you in the ninth grade? 

Maybe, I don't know which year they start .  

  

RIGGS:  I guess I was a . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What age they start . . . Thirteen? Is that too old? 

 

RIGGS:  Probably about thirteen. Thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen. Yeah, 

that's about right. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [59:48]  Okay. So fifty-two minus thirteen. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Whatever that is. I have to do . . . fifty-two . . . thirteen . . . Four carry the 

one. Four, five six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve. Isn't this sad? I can't do this in my 

head. 

 

RIGGS:  I was in November, so I probably didn't go to school until I was six. I was born in 

November . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  So around '40. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I guess. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:00:15]  Which [. . .?] the number. 

 

RIGGS:  What were we saying? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So the old school. So you started first grade at the old school. Who was 

the teacher? Who was your teacher? 

 

RIGGS:  My teacher was Ms. [Ezora?] Lyons. The person before that, the principal, was 

Mr. Williams. I don’t remember that was my brother's principal. I don't remember. Ezora Lyons 

and [Farrah May?] Washington was my first teachers. Then when they added that other school it 

was Farrah May Washington, Doris [Billups?], and Ethel Mitchell. They were probably there 

when the school closed because they went on to Mossville. I don't know where they went 

because it was something in between there. But they ended up at the Mossville School. I don't 

know where they taught in between there, but they were there. They were. 
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ARSENEAULT: [1:01:15]  So there was the principal. 

 

RIGGS:  Which was Mr. Williams. I can't remember his name. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Mr. Williams, and was he a teacher as well? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:01:25]  Did he teach . . . So is it like they closed the partition? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, yeah. They taught as well. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I see. What were the classes like? 

 

RIGGS:  The classes were combined. I remember that well. It was like the first, second, 

third grade like was all in one room. They kind of taught you individually, too. Like you sat and 

worked and maybe they would be doing math over here, but that wasn't your math class. Then 

later on you would do math and they were doing something else. That was with the combined 

classes. I'm trying to remember what happened like say fifth, sixth . . . It's probably the same 

thing. Same way. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So was it all girls and boys? 
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RIGGS: [1:02:11]  It was mixed. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So it was all mixed? 

 

RIGGS:  It was mixed. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Boys like in the front or in the back or they just? 

 

RIGGS:  No, it was just mixed. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How did you know what you were supposed to be working on? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:02:20]  How'd you know? Well they told you this what the . . . They’d said, 

“Alright well the fifth grades we're going to do this now. We’re going to do your math.” And so 

fifth grade did math and other children did whatever she told them to do at that time. And then 

some classes you had it together. Maybe the geography was like everybody did geography. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So they would open the partition? 

 

RIGGS:  No, no, no, no, no. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  With the whole class? 
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RIGGS:  The whole class. Whatever was in that room. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I see. 

 

RIGGS:  In your room. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:02:48]  So some things were separate and then some things were all 

together? 

 

RIGGS:  No, you had two classrooms. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Grades . . . Let’s just say grades one through four was in this room. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Five, six, seven was in this room. And you never mixed until you had assembly. 

When you had assembly, that’s . . .  They opened that partition and then everybody . . . You sang 

and had a little program or whatever you did in assembly. Or the principal talked or whatever. 

But then once that was over that was closed and then you would go back to your classes.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of books would you  . . . did they use? 
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RIGGS:  We got hand-me-downs [laughs]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  From where? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:03:28]  I guess from the white school because they had names in them already. 

We got the hand-me-downs, but they were books. They were hard-back books and they were 

books. There was spot and Jane went to the fair clippity-clap. We had books.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you know what kind of curriculum it was or anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:   Not really. Basically you had your math and your reading. Geography. I'm trying 

to remember. Guess a little science. And the thing was like on the wall you would have . . . They 

had stuff like with your science stuff on the wall over, and there and maybe your math stuff over 

here stuff. But you had never been a single classroom so what . . . You couldn't expect anything 

else. Until I knew when I went to high school, and then it was like you were in your classes. But 

when you had a combined school it just never occurred. I think maybe might have been a plus 

because if these people were learning timetables and you were sitting there you would learn 

them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Whether you wanted to or not. 

 

RIGGS:  Whether you wanted to or not [agrees]. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [1:04:45]  You were being exposed to a lot. 

 

RIGGS:  You were being exposed to other things. Which made you a little bit ahead of 

where you were if you were in one grade. But basically you didn't know the difference until you 

got to where there were just one classroom. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about the teachers? How did they keep discipline? What were some 

of the things? 

 

RIGGS:  They were very . . . strict. That you knew that you had to do what you were 

supposed to do and you did that. And if you were told to . . . If you were outside and she told you 

to stay there until she came back, you stayed until she came back. You had people that did 

things, but basically it wasn't any problems because they just didn't take that. They didn't have to. 

Of course they could paddle, too. So . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they have to send you to the principal to get paddled or did . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did the teachers do it? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:05:53]  No, no. You may have gone to the principal. If you went to the 

principal it was really something bad that you had done. That you had gone to the principal. No, 
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the teachers took care of everything. It was like she was the captain of that room. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have a favorite teacher? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:06:17]  Probably Ms. Washington was my favorite teacher. She . . . And I kept 

up with her. I was in Houston and I still kept up with her. So that was a long time. She was . . . 

they would come out and they would . . . A lot of times they would come out and if we had 

something at night they would stay in Mossville. They lived in Lake Charles most of them, but 

they would stay. Like maybe they’d stay with my mother one time. Maybe Butch's mother one. 

But I can’t remember if . . . probably some of them had cars, but if they didn't . . . If they stayed 

and it was late they may stay there. They were like kind of . . . they would . . . More like part of 

the community. If something was going on at one of the churches they may come that Sunday, or 

be there that Sunday. Or if you were on program and you ask her she might come. Stuff . . . They 

were close. You had a knit with them.  

I guess they were . . .  just felt they were part of the community and part of the families 

that lived there. So I don't know. I don't know even if those or some of those people taught 

Jeffery. Not taught him, but they were at that school when he went there. But I was about to say I 

don't know . . . Yeah, some of them did. Some of them did do the integration. Some of them 

were still there. I don't know if those two, those I named, did but some of them. But basically it 

was a good experience for me.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of games did y'all play growing up? 
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RIGGS:  [1:08:08]  Hopscotch, jump rope, we did a lot of board games. Even at school we 

had board . . . We had checkers and Siamese checkers. And like what you had recess. You had to 

go out and play, or if you didn't go out and play you could go in the cloak room, that's where 

they were, and check them out and sit on that front porch. And you could play games or play 

ball, or . . . Nothing really organized. We didn't . . . And maybe we might at sometimes we 

would do exercise, but we didn't have like a physical education or exercise. We went out and 

played. Had playgrounds at our school. Swings and things, that . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Were the girls allowed to play with the boys? 

 

RIGGS:  Well not really. Not really. Usually the boys was on one side. I think by choice, 

and the girls just on the other side. But I really think it was by choice. I don't think it was that 

you had to go over there, or you had to go over here.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  I guess when they're young kids kind of naturally . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah it probably doesn’t matter. As you get older it may be you like girls group 

over here, and then boys group over there. Boys playing baseball or football and girls sitting 

around doing nothing. Talking maybe. But it wasn't a  . . . I don't remember it being where when 

you came out boys went this way and girls went that way or even . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:   Do you have any like favorite memories of the old school or anything 

like . . .? I know it's far back, but. 
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RIGGS:  [1:09:42]  Well the old . . . One of the things I remember about the old school is 

like a the end of the school year we always had a big play and everybody was in the play. Every 

child was in the play. We wore costumes and things. We did a May fair. That was in May when 

the spring started and we wrapped the May Pole. Anybody say anything [to you about that?]. The 

May Pole was a pole that went in the ground and they put crepe paper at the top and it would 

string it out and boys and girls would have a string of paper. And I would go . . .  People this way 

would go under and the people that way would go over and you would wrap it and it would be 

like a French braid. And that was . . . People came to see you do that. As the kids did that well 

parents were sitting around watching it. Actually the pole became wrapped, but it looked like the 

French braid it was braided, raised, and it was colorful. It might have yellow, and pink, and it 

was called May Fair. I remember that. We didn't have anything like playing other schools. We 

didn’t do that. Not the elementary school. You didn't do that. You didn't play like volleyball, or 

football, or anything like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have like a best friend or anything that you remember, or? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:11:15]  Well one of my best friends was . . . It was Sister Julia. She was one of 

my best friends. And Tommy Prater. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of things did y'all do? 

 

RIGGS:  Nothing . . . Not too much. We were friends like from first grade and stuff like 

that. One thing we did, we used to leave school and we both lived about the same amount from 
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school. And she would walk me a ways. Then I'd turn around and walk her a ways, and that went 

on for about thirty minutes. She and Tommy, which was her cousin, Prater. The Audrey Prater's. 

I don't know if you got Jean and any of the Prater's at all. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think I got Ms. Audrey. 

 

RIGGS:  Audrey, yeah. Audrey's daughter’s Jean, and Joyce, and . . . They were friends. 

But we were in the country so we didn't do too much. On the weekends we might would go play 

with each other, but in the evening it would be too late to go and play because it would get dark 

so we didn't. But that was some of my friends. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:12:23]  Great. So much to talk about. What do you remember about the 

electricity coming in? Or the plumbing? Or anything like that. 

 

RIGGS:  I remember the electricity. I don't really remember electricity. I just always 

remember having lights. No, I don't. No, I don't. I remember when we had some lamps, too. But 

look like it was . . . It all kind of went together. I remember lamps, and then I also remember 

when we got lights. The lights were like hanging out the ceiling with a bulb.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, wow. 

 

RIGGS:  Wasn't no fixture. Wasn't no . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  It was exposed. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, it was like a . . . It hung down. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It hung like a [?] . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, it hung down and then it was on a . . . Yeah. And I remember that. It was 

quite a time before we had bathrooms because they had to do the septic tanks and the running 

water. You had the . . . We had wells. You had to have a well to have your water. I remember 

when we got the wells and then got the inside bathroom and that was quite some time. And it 

hadn't been too long since Mossville got their sewer line thing. Because everybody had already   

. . . When they built the house you put your septic tank down and your gas. 

 

ARSENEAULT:   [1:13:41]  So everyone was already . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Set up. 

 

RIGGS:  You had to have a gas . . . Butane gas, because it wasn't gas from the gas 

company. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How does that work? 
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RIGGS:  Well it was a tank . . . You know how . . . You know the thing that you use on a 

barbeque pit that . . .? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  A kerosene tank? 

 

RIGGS:  No, what's the . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Propane. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:14:01]  Propane. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  So you had a big one that went in the ground, or it sat on the ground, and then it 

ran to your house and a truck had to come out and bring your oil. But you had to use that for 

cooking and for heating. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So a truck came to refill it. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. You had to pay to refill it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you had to call them in . . . 
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RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And say, "Hey . . ." 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. You’d call them and say, "I need propane." And before that I remember we 

had a wood stove. I remember that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So that's not propane. You just . . . 

 

RIGGS:  No, no. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:14:33]  The wood stove was you cut wood and you put it into the stove. Into a 

big, iron stove. And that's how you cooked on top. Then you had a heater which was made out of 

iron. It sat in the . . . basically in the living room. And you had to put wood . . . cut wood and put 

it in the heater. Start a fire. Then we got the propane, and so then you got a heater that you light 

with a match. ‘35, I remember [laughs]. But I can't tell you . . . I can't remember when we 

changed over from the wood to the . . . I know I was probably . . . I would think I was maybe 

seven, eight, or nine when we changed over. I don't remember, but I do remember those things. I 

remember about the stove because the stove would get hot and you’d set the pot on the stove. We 

used to put popcorn on that stove and it would just pop and you’d . . . from the stove because it 

was hot. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Did your dad grow popcorn? 

 

RIGGS:  No. No, we didn't grow popcorn. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:15:52]  Was your mom the gardener or was your dad? 

 

RIGGS:  My mom. My mom. My mom. And before that we had an ice box where the ice 

man came and brought your ice and you put that into your refrigerator. And then they would 

come every other day or whenever and bring your ice. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You just bought it by the cube or . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  It was like twenty-five. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  I think. It had to fit into the little . . . Where the freezer is now, it had to fit in 

there. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:16:25]  And that kept everything . . . ? 

 

RIGGS:  And it'd last a couple days or so and then they would come back [agrees]. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  That was the ice box. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember how much it cost for like a cube of ice, or? 

 

RIGGS:  Oh probably nothing. I would say less than twenty-five cents. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Some change now. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. Less than twenty-five cents. And when that happened, I don't know 

when that . . . when the refrigerator . . . I don't remember . . . the first refrigerator. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:16:51]  It wasn't like a big deal? 

 

RIGGS:  I guess it wasn't a big deal. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah you were maybe already used to it. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. I guess it wasn't a big deal. I'll tell you who had one first though, Ira 

Garrett. [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, for all his meat! 
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RIGGS:  At his house. Yeah. You can remember the people . . . like I was not here with the 

televisions. I was in Arkansas, but you can remember who had the first television. Yeah, you can 

remember stuff like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was Ira Garrett the first one with a television? 

 

RIGGS:  He probably was there. I know one thing we had, you had to listen to the radio. 

And they would have like the football games now, they would have fights. That's during the time 

Joe Lewis and people like that was fighting. And other people would come over to your house. . .  

To our house and sit and listen to the fight. They didn't have a radio.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:17:39]  So that was a big . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  You sit around and you listen. His girls laugh about. They say, "You sit around 

and listen. What was you doing?" I said, "Just looking." "What was you looking at?" I said, 

"Nothing. You listening." [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You're staring into space and you're listening. 

 

RIGGS:  You're staring at . . . Yeah, you listen and then you’re real close because the static 

would get there. You're real close and you . . . And baseball games. Oh yeah, baseball games too. 

You do the baseball games. And then in 50s the TV came. 
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ARSENEAULT:  When did y'all get one? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:18:13]  We got one in '54 or '52. No, '52 . . . '53. Fifty-three and it was 

probably as big as that thing there. The furniture. And the T.V. was about like this. It was in a 

big case. A big, big case. And the screen was about like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  All the wires still working? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, I guess all the other stuff was in the back of that. It was a piece of furniture. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You set stuff on it and . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  Oh, yeah. It was a piece of furniture. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Now it's so different. So y’all would listen to the radio and y'all would 

watch T.V. growing up. So when you . . . Why did you go to school in . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:19:03]  In Arkansas? 

 

ARSENEAULT:   [Agrees]. 

 

RIGGS:  Because when it's time to go to high school they were transferring the . . . They 

were going to Westlake, then it was up in the air. They didn't know what they were going to do. 
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They decided, "Okay, we're not going to do that we're going to send them to Washington." So 

they had been doing that for two or three years. They would do this and stop and do that. My 

mother's sister lived in Hot Springs, Arkansas and I went up and stayed with her and went to 

school. Came home during the summers, every holiday, and everything. I guess I never skipped a 

beat with my classmates here. I just stayed and finished high school then came back home. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What school was it? 

 

RIGGS:  Langston High School. Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it a black . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:19:49]  It was a black school. It was a black school [agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do you remember about that? Is it still there? I wonder. 

 

RIGGS:  It's there, but it's not . . . It's the old part. It's now . . . It's a media center. It's still 

there and we do reunions every two years, and next year's my reunion. But, well that was my . . . 

going to . . . First moving to the city and then going to a big school, a two story school, and 

changing classes.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [More?] changes. 
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RIGGS:  I had to adjust. I guess I was a country girl, but not a country girl. But I had to 

adjust and it didn't take long to adjust and then I was one that was in everything. I was in the 

band, and I was a majorette, and I played . . . I did everything. And I just enjoyed high school. 

But that was why I went. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:20:55]  What was your first impression like coming to this? You moved 

to . . . 

 

RIGGS:  When I moved to . . . When I moved? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  The first thing I went up in September I guess. It was . . . I guess it was exciting. I 

had to meet friends and I guess I'm a people person so I met them real well. The big shocker was 

the first morning I woke up it was snow on the ground. And of course I thought I didn't have to 

go to school, but I did. That was my biggest shocker. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have to walk to school? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. I walked up the hill about two blocks to the school.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [. . . ?] 
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RIGGS:  I was ready. I had the clothes, but I had . . . Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was that your first time seeing snow? 

 

RIGGS:  I’d never seen snow. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:21:36]  I’d never seen that much snow. And Hot Spring is in the mountains. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  We were in the valley. And I looked out, well I thought I didn’t have to go to 

school, but I did. That was my first shock. But other than that it worked out well. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about your siblings?  

 

RIGGS:  My brothers are eight years older than I am. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  And by the time I went to Arkansas they both were in service. They went to 

service early. And so they . . . I basically . . . A lot of the times in the summer I even went to visit 
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them because one of them had married and they were out in west Texas. They actually ended up 

living in west Texas, but . . . and they both . . . When I moved to Houston and then they both 

moved to Houston. So they're both deceased now, but we all ended up in Houston together. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What did they join? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:22:31]  Air force. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They both joined? 

 

RIGGS:  Joined the air force [agrees]. And their first place they went to was Barksdale in 

Shreveport, Louisiana. That's where they were. One went overseas and one didn't. They went to 

San Antonio [Texas] to there. They were in St. Angelo [San Angelo, Texas]. That was one place 

they were stationed. Where else were they? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What were their names? 

 

RIGGS:  Curtis Rigmaiden and Rudolph Rigmaiden. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Curtis was the oldest? 

 

RIGGS:  Curtis was the oldest [agrees]. 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs          4700.2616          Tape 4570                                                84 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:23:11]  Did they join at the same time? 

 

RIGGS:  Well Curtis joined first and as soon Rudolph turned . . . I think he actually didn't 

tell the truth. I think he wasn't as old as he said he was when he joined. And believe it or not they 

were stationed together for a year. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:23:27]  Their first year. Well Rudolph caught up with Curtis at Barksdale and 

they were together for a year and then they separated. Well they were together . . . They went to 

St. Angelo together, too. I guess maybe they applied to go there one time. But they actually kind 

of stayed together even after they married and they the same . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They were close? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. Same cities. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they ever serve active . . . See active . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  No. My brother . . . No. My brother went to Vietnam. I mean Rudolph, I'm sorry, 

went to Vietnam.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  That’s the younger brother? 
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RIGGS:  Yeah. Curtis didn't. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:24:03]  Did he ever talk about it? 

 

RIGGS:  Not much. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What would he say? 

 

RIGGS:  He really didn't talk about it much. Did he ever talk to you all about it? 

 

WILLIAMS:  [It wasn’t Vietnam. It was Korea?] 

 

RIGGS:  Oh Korea. I'm sorry. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  I'm sorry. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I got . . . It's hard to keep the dates. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, I understand. It was Korea. No, I don't know . . . I don’t think he saw 

action, or maybe he did. I don't know. But he didn’t . . . he really . . . I mean he talked about it, 

but not really talk about it. What happened. He didn't. 
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ARSENEAULT:  What were their like  . . . MOS [Military Occupational Specialty]? Or I'm 

not sure what the air force calls it. 

 

RIGGS:  I don't remember. What they ended up . . . What was their . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Like their job? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:24:49]  Oh okay, okay. I thought you meant what they were doing. I'm trying 

to think, what did Rudolph do? Did Rudolph do the mechanic thing then? I don't know if he did 

the mechanic thing. I don't remember. I really . . .  

 

WILLIAMS:  He ended up in Japan as well. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah he did go to Japan. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was that after Korea? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. I don't remember what he . . . I'm trying to think. I really don't remember 

what they did there in the say, service. What they did in the service. I'm trying to think. I don't 

really remember. I don't remember. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Sounds like Rudolph went more overseas, and Curtis stayed in the states.  

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did he ever go? 

 

RIGGS:  No, Curtis never went overseas. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He always stayed? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:25:45]  He's always stayed in the states. And I was trying to think. I want to 

think maybe he did something like how they . . . what is it when you . . . They were sentenced up 

out. He was like . . . for instance, if they were sending . . . Let's just say . . . I don't even know 

what they would be sending. In the supply. Something about supply maybe. I don't know what. It 

seemed like he did something like in the supply. Maybe in the warehouse or something about 

supplies. Maybe that’s . . . I'm thinking of like the address where you would write squadron so-

and-so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  And this . . . I just can't remember what they did. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember . . . do they . . . The highest rank they both achieved, 
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or? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:26:34]  I don't remember that either. Rudolph stayed in longer than Curtis and I 

don't remember . . . Too long ago. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. Did they retire in the service? 

 

RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They both got out? 

 

RIGGS:  They both got out. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What did they do after? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:26:52]  They both ended up in St. Angelo, Texas. Rudolph worked . . . I know 

he was a mechanic. So I don't know if he did that in the service, but I know he did when he got 

out. He went to school in the G.I. Bill and got certified as a mechanic. And Curtis went on the 

G.I. Bill and he did shoe repair, and he was also a minister. But now when they retired, I know 

Rudolph did the mechanic stuff and Curtis was doing the shoe [repair] stuff, too. But I also think 

he had a job. He . . . I don't remember what it was but he had a job. He worked someplace and I 

can't remember what it was. 
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ARSENEAULT:  What kind of minister was he? 

 

RIGGS:  Baptist. That's what he ended up doing at the end. He went to the seminary and 

then he ended up . . . Came to Houston. Had a church in Houston, and then got sick. He was 

there until he got sick and passed away. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:28:01]  How old was he when he passed away? 

 

RIGGS:  He was fifty-four or fifty-three. He was young. He had . . . What was it? 

Leukemia? Or something. He was young. When you think about it he was very [ . . .?] in the 50s 

he was young. Rudolph lived to eighty something and worked until he was probably close to 

eighty. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Didn't let it stop him. Kept on going. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. And he boxed. He boxed in the service. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, wow. 

 

RIGGS:  He was a boxer. But he . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  He stayed healthy maybe? Or . . . 
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RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:28:43]  Did he . . . did they . . . Did both play baseball, too? 

 

RIGGS:  Rudolph did. Curtis didn't. On that league. Curtis, yeah. I think Curtis was the 

announcer. [laughs] Rudolph played. I think Curtis was the announcer. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was Curtis was the minister? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. The minister was the . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So he had the minister voice. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:28:59]  Yeah. So he was the announcer . . . Who's that batting. Yeah, he did 

that. He did that. The minister. He did. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Special memories. Did anyone else in your family join the service? Like a 

dad, or uncle, or grandfather, or? 

 

RIGGS:  My uncle, B.C. Garrett Junior, and I didn't pick that stuff up. He was the year of   

. . . With the Buffalo Soldiers. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What's that? Do tell. 
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RIGGS:  [1:29:29]  The Buffalo Soldiers was the black cavalry that went west. They were 

sent west and they dealt with the Indians. I had . . . well I didn't . . . I pulled it up. I had his 

papers where he went in and I had some things that his . . . A card from the president where 

when he went to his first assignment. Well, the president wrote his father and said he had arrived 

at Fort Rucker. And my mother had that, so I had that. But anyway, the Buffalo Soldiers actually 

went ahead and fought the Indians.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  They kind of cleared the way?  

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:30:19]  Wow he must have been . . . 

 

RIGGS:  And that was in . . . Well I know he went to Fort Huachuca, Arizona. But I don't 

know what all he did. But he did. Then how long he was in there . . . But he was in the army and 

he was in the cavalry. Now they're just doing a thing with the Buffalo Soldiers. The Buffalo 

Soldiers was the black cavalry in whatever year that was. And he was a minister and he lived in 

Mossville. His family’s still here, Berkeley Junior. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That was the man who started . . . Was the first teacher? 

 

RIGGS:  That was his son. 
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ARSENEAULT:  That was . . . Do you remember how many kid he had? 

 

RIGGS:  Who? Berkeley Junior or Senior? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Senior. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:31:06]  Senior. That was the one that had the two wives. Four children with the 

first wife, five children with the second wife. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. And Berkeley Junior was in the first group or the second group? 

 

RIGGS:  The second group.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So he was maybe the first child of the second group or something like 

that? 

 

RIGGS:  No, he was a third child . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  With the second group. 

  

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  [1:31:29]  But he . . . I don’t . . . I didn't pull . . . I have some stuff on that, but I 

didn't bring it and stuff. With him being in the . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you know what Indian tribes he was fighting? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:31:42]  [Disagrees]. I don't know none of that. The only reason I know that is 

that stuff I found that card in my . . . I knew that he was there, but I found that card and I knew it 

was Fort Huachuca, and I've heard of Fort Huachuca. And then maybe about ten years ago . . . 

Well not . . . maybe before then, they started . . . I think congress recognized the Buffalo 

Soldiers. And actually now they’ve just . . . They've been finding them and bringing them to 

Washington and giving them a medal of some kind. I don't know what. And Houston has a 

Buffalo Soldier museum. It's pretty big. But I can't tell you anything about what they . . . What 

he did because I don't know. But he was young. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How interesting. I've never heard of that before. 

 

RIGGS:  Of the Buffalo Soldiers? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. That’s real neat.  

 

RIGGS:  That's what they were. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. And I guess people from Mossville, because I know a lot of the 
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wild horses and everything, sounds like a lot of people rode horses. 

 

RIGGS:  They . . . Yeah. That happened like lately. After me. The horse thing. People had 

horses. They had horses. But like the horse thing now people are doing that . . . But B.C.'s 

children . . . I don't know if you've done . . . I'm sure you haven't. I don't think my cousin has 

come to do anything, but he has a daughter that lives in Sulphur, and one in D.C., and people in 

New Orleans, [Louisiana] but that's my mother's side of the family. That's us. Not that many of 

us. I'm the oldest one left of the siblings, of my mother's siblings. I'm the only child left. 

Everybody else is grandchildren. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. How does that feel like? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:33:43]  It feels good. I really feels good. It's like all the nieces and nephews, 

yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So we are probably . . . Let's see, do you remember anything about them 

talking about the Great Depression or victory gardens or anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:  No. I really, really don't. I remember . . . I vaguely remember . . . I started to say 

the food stamps. The rationing stamps. I don't remember . . . I remember that they had to have a 

stamp to get gas. You had to have a stamp to get shoes and get sugar. I guess stuff was . . . It was 

the Depression things were rationed. But I don't remember . . . I remember the little book. I 

remember it was a book and that you opened it and would tear I guess whatever. I remember my 
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mother keeping it in a safe place.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  In the safe? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:34:41]  [Agrees]. In a safe place. And like for instance if you had five children 

I think each . . . I think you had two pair of shoes a year with that stamp. So if you wore your 

shoes out you couldn't get any more shoes unless you bought a stamp from somebody else or 

something like that. I remember that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it like a certain kind of shoe? 

 

RIGGS:  No, no. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they all look the same? 

 

RIGGS:  No you just had to have stamps. It wasn't a certain kind of shoe. It was like things 

were rationed. So you couldn't buy but two pair of shoes a year. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I see. 

 

RIGGS:  No one. But then maybe some people didn't have the money to buy their two pair 

or one pair. I remember my mother telling me this for the Depression, and it’s funny, my dad 

came to the Port of Lake Charles and worked. And they paid him in a gold piece and he was 
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mad. I think a five dollar gold piece. He did not want that five dollar gold piece. He didn't want 

it. He wanted five dollars. So my mother like had to like go to the bank with him and get his five 

dollars. He didn't want that gold piece. So I guess money was not in circulation or whatever and 

they paid him with a five dollar gold piece. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Probably worth a lot now! 

 

RIGGS:  [1:35:58]  He didn't want it, and we laughed about that. He didn't want it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they talk about the Depression, like how hard it was, or? 

 

RIGGS:  Well yeah I guess . . . Not, not really, but that was one of the things I remember 

about what they said about that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. That stuck out.  

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did your mom make clothes? 

 

RIGGS:  No. She didn't sew. She crocheted. Oh she was a crotchetier. She crocheted a lot, 

and knit, but she didn't sew. She didn’t sew. She wasn't a seamstress. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Where did y'all get the clothes? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:36:33]  We bought them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Ready-made? 

 

RIGGS:  We basically bought them. And then it was a lady that sewed in Mossville, and 

like I know she would make me dresses. Sometimes like just before school she might make me 

three or four dresses, or two or three, or whatever. Then . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you get to pick out the fabric or anything? 

 

RIGGS:  Yes. We'd go get the fabric and we'd get the dresses made. Then basically was 

Sears, and then we'd order from catalogues. Anybody talk about a catalog? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Maybe. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, a catalog. Well now they have catalogues, too. But Sears had a catalog . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They talked about using them as toilet paper I think. In an outhouse or 

something. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:37:08]  No. Yeah, people probably did, but that's how a lot of people shopped 
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because they didn’t . . . Couldn't get some place else so you ordered. But I always think maybe 

we ordered some stuff from Sears, and wasn't a Penny's then, but basically I remember coming to 

Lake Charles. I remember coming to Sears. What else was here then? Muller’s. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it all segregated? 

 

RIGGS:  Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it all segregated when y'all would come to shop? Was it only . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:37:38]  The restaurant. Just the restaurant. No. Basically the restaurant. You, 

you know . . . The restaurant was segregated, but not really shopping. Not . . . We didn't really 

have much here. When I was going to McNeese we did the bus. We just got on the front seat of 

the bus and next day that was over. And then . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So you did . . . You protested? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. On the bus and the sitting at the lunch counter. That . . . Nothing 

happened really. When we . . . With the bus, got on the bus and sat on the front seat. And then by 

the time we got out to McNeese they were there to take us off, but we got off before we got 

there. [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Smart. 
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RIGGS:  [1:38:28]  So nothing happened, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Who was there to take you off? 

 

RIGGS:  NAACP. No! The police was there to take the people off that got on that was on 

the front seat. But the NAACP got us off a block before. That was the bus. Nothing really big 

here when I was here during that time. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  No protests or anything? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:38:52]  Yeah, they had protests, but nothing happened. No big ones. Just sit 

down. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The peaceful. 

 

RIGGS:  At . . . Now not Mossville now. We were talking about just Lake Charles. But I 

don't . . . I really don't know anybody. I did because I was over here going to McNeese so I was 

in the group that . . . I didn't do the lunch counter, but I was here when they did it. Then the bus. 

But was no reaction. No nothing. Nobody went to jail. No . . . I don't know what anybody else 

experienced at . . . They may have after that. I'm sure that something . . . like with Westlake and 

Sulphur and with . . . I'm sure that . . . And see some of the kids in Mossville also went to 

Sulphur High. They were really pushed around. They went from one place to another place to . . .  

And they went to Sulphur. So I don't know what happened in the 50s with the high school in 
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Mossville. Like I say, in '56 they had their [fair?] school. So that ended that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So you came back from Arkansas . . . 

 

RIGGS:  In '55. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And started in . . . You started next year at McNeese? Or you started . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  That same year. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:40:14]  Same year. 

 

RIGGS:  In September. [Agrees]. September. But then after that people were going to 

McNeese. That was the year it turned over from a junior to a four year college because it was a 

junior when I applied. But as far as Mossville, wasn't nothing in Mossville to integrate, see. So     

. . . But I don't know now what happened when the children from . . . Now the children from 

Mossville also did go to Westlake High, and they also went to Sulphur High. So they did have a 

period of integration from Mossville. Because before when we were talking about those other 

schools that bussing, that was to black schools. So they did have . . . Now some people should be 

able to tell you about that integration. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 
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RIGGS:  I don't think . . . Now Butch finished from Mossville High. We laughed about it 

when I got out the car. I said, "Now how many years is it?" And he said, "Nine." Between our 

ages. His sister . . . Now, nine. He said it was nine. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay, because he's the youngest? 

 

RIGGS:  Because he came . . . Yes. He was . . . he came after . . . We was ten . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:41:29]  Wow.  

 

RIGGS:  When she had this little brother.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  He was a surprise. 

 

RIGGS:   [Agrees]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I bet y'all teased him so much growing up. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees].Yeah he was tagging it along. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. So funny. So McNeese, what was your major there? 

 

RIGGS:  Physical education at the time. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Did you finish out? 

 

RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What happened? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:41:49]  Didn't. I . . . That was my results at McNeese. I didn't go back, and I 

should have. I did not go back. I had junior status and just never went back. Married, moved to 

Houston, and started back and didn't start [TSU?], and I just never finished. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So physical education. You were going to be a P.E. teacher? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So what was McNeese like at the time? Like what was . . .? Well maybe 

first impressions or something like that. 

 

RIGGS:  McNeese was good. Now that was a . . . It was hard because we were the first 

blacks there, but it went well. Nothing happened. After the first semester everything was just . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Calm? 

 

RIGGS:  Calm. [Agrees]. And by I think it was seven people or six people. I can't 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs          4700.2616          Tape 4570                                                103 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

remember how many. You probably didn't see another person except at lunch and by the second 

year it was more people there. And it was good. It was a good experience. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What were . . . Did you have many memorable teachers, or classes, or 

anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, I had one that I liked that was . . . that taught Louisiana history. Dr. 

[Suarez?], I liked him. He was good. I remember Ms. [Kit?] she was good. Basically we did . . . 

spent a lot of time in the . . . I got to think about what they were called . . . The churches had 

organizations . . . The Baptist Student Center. And that's what we did because basically a lot of 

the things at McNeese was not open. When I say they were not open . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:43:51]  Open to black people? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They were white only? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. They were closed. Like I went to . . . It had a sign up. It said, "All P.E. 

majors come to the girl's gym." So it was a black boy and me so we went. And when we were 

sitting here the fellow got up and said, "Well this is an invitation only meeting, so you go to have 

your invitation.” So I just turned around I said, "Y'all need to get your invitations out." So 

nobody had an invitation, so we didn't leave either. But it was . . . 
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ARSENEAULT:  He was trying to bully y'all to get out. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah he was . . . Make us get out because we didn't have an invitation. I guess 

they thought we were going to get up and leave. And we didn’t leave.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What happened after that? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:44:39]  They had the meeting. I never really had anything where someone was 

ugly or called names. I had a B in the physical education at the second year and so you were with 

the other people that was there, and had a lot of football players that was in that. So some of 

them became very . . . Not friends, but they were friendly. So I never really had any problems. 

Most of the people did not have any problems. McNeese integrated just kind of . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do you remember about Dr. King? Did y'all listen to any of his 

stuff, or? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. I was at McNeese when he did the march on Washington. And did I ever 

see him? Yeah I’ve seen him at . . . I saw him at a rally in Houston. Never did any marches, but 

basically his theory was good. I did visit the grave site and stuff in Atlanta [Georgia]. Went to 

Atlanta and visited there. But I just think he did a great job in what he did and lived for. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember where you were when he was . . .? 
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RIGGS:  Yes. I was in Houston when he was assassinated. I was in Houston. In fact, we 

were getting ready to go to Arkansas. It was close to Easter. We were getting ready to go to 

Arkansas. And people, "Are you going to travel?" Said, "Yeah, I'm going to travel." We were in  

. . . I was living in Houston. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Were they kind of nervous or something? 

 

RIGGS:  No. Well it didn't . . . No, it didn't really . . . It didn't upset . . . It upset me for him 

to get killed. I wasn't afraid that something was going to happen to me. I knew that they were just 

killing him because of his cause and that. I didn't think they were going around just opening up 

on people. So it didn't . . . Wasn't that kind of thing that frightened me or made me not want to go 

to nothing. I would have gone to rallies if they had had one. I wasn't the type that would not go. 

But none of the marches was I afraid of participating. I would have if I needed to. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:47:31]  What about President Kennedy? Do you remember his? 

 

RIGGS:  I remember. Actually I was working. I was at work when it happened. I was 

working at a YMCA here in Lake Charles when it happened. That was devastating. And it was 

devastating not only because . . . It was devastating because it was the president. And it wasn't 

because of black, or white or . . . it was just like you just didn't believe that was . . . happened. 

That someone would kill the president for any reason, regardless of who he was. That was very 

devastating. Both of those deaths were bad, but I don't know, that just really got me with him. I 

just couldn’t believe it. It was something you just really couldn't. 
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ARSENEAULT:  He's going to wake up. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:48:39] Yeah. That you couldn't believe that this had happened. That the United 

States was . . . somebody was doing something to the president of the United States. That's how I 

felt about that one. And actually I was watching the news when [Ruby?] shot . . . I saw that on 

T.V. That was on T.V. When they were bringing him out and they shot . . . I was looking at that, 

so.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Little crazy time. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, crazy. That’s right. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. I hate to call it that, but it was wild. Everyone was getting 

assassinated.  

 

RIGGS:  And people . . . It wasn't a black or white thing. People mourned together. Even 

with Dr. King people did that. It was just a human thing when you think about it. That's how I 

felt. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  On a lighter note, we talked about some of the entertainment. You said 

Ms. Martill's but that was kind of when you were in Arkansas. What about the movies? Where 

was . . . Did y'all go to the movies in Mossville? 
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RIGGS:  Yeah, we went to the movies in . . . Well yeah, the movie was in Westlake.   

 

ARSENEAULT:  Remember the theater? The name of the theater? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:50:01]  Probably West . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Just Westlake? 

 

RIGGS:  I don't remember, but I can just see it.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Just Westlake Theater or something? 

 

RIGGS:  No, I don't remember that one. I remember the one in Hot Springs. I don't 

remember what it was in Westlake. They also had a drive-in on the new 90. Over on the new 90 

that we went to young. The movies . . . They had the movies in Lake Charles. I can't even think 

of the name of the ones here. One of them was The Dixie. I think that might have been a black 

movie that was over on Railroad Avenue here. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The Dixie? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. I think it was The Dixie. Now you know at the Westlake movie it was 

integrated so the blacks went upstairs and the blacks went downstairs. That was . . . But I just 

think it was the Westlake Theater. I don't remember a name. And at the drive-in you just went in. 
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ARSENEAULT:  You just drove in. Doesn't matter . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Just drove in [agrees]. It didn't matter. But I can't remember the name. There was 

some movies, other movies here that I'm trying to remember the names, but I can't remember 

them. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:51:11]  Do you remember any movies you saw?  

 

RIGGS:  Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Like at the drive-in. You remember any movies that you saw? Any 

particular ones? 

 

RIGGS:  Oh please. Way back . . . I don't even remember back that far back.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  I'm sure they were black and white. 

 

RIGGS:  Oh, yeah. Most of the . . . They had movies that was a love stories and stuff like 

that. Most of the movies were westerns. Westerns and . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember your first color movie? 

 

RIGGS:  No. I don't remember my first color movie. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [1:51:54]  If you think of it you can tell us. Was there anywhere you 

could listen to zydeco music in Mossville? 

 

RIGGS:  I'm not a zydeco girl, but I know about zydeco. What about . . . Do I listen to it or 

did I listen to it? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did anybody in the community play in a zydeco band or anything? 

 

RIGGS:  I knew somebody, but they were from Westlake and it was [Cliff Shenear?] and 

his sister and I were friends. He actually became big and recorded and stuff. But when I was 

growing up and in here, in Mossville, well see we didn't have many people in Mossville that 

talked Creole either. Wasn't that many. I mean . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:52:35]  Did anyone speak it? 

 

RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  In the community? 

 

RIGGS:  No, not when I was growing up. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You don't really remember? 
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RIGGS:  If it was somebody married someone and then they did. But no. That I knew. So 

and I knew about zydeco, but not like it is now. 

 

ARSENEAULT:   [1:52:52]  So I was just  . . .  

 

RIGGS:  And I learned to zydeco as an adult. 

  

ARSENEAULT:  Really? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What does it mean to zydeco? 

 

RIGGS:  What does it mean? Zydeco is a two-step. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So it's a dance and a music? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:53:04]  Yeah. It's a dance and music. It's a music, and it's a music that you 

dance to. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  So I don't know if Butch and them even . . . They may know now. 
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ARSENEAULT:  But growing up there wasn't like a big thing? 

 

RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of dancing would y'all do? 

 

RIGGS:  Just swing and jitterbug, or just that's what it was at that time. Just swung. Swung 

and danced fast and dance slow. Wasn't any names.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  You just . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, you just got out and dancing. You danced by . . .  with people like at 

school. You danced with the girls and got the dance, you see. And then you had to teach the 

boys. Basically the sisters would teach their brothers and then you would dance with them. But 

you probably didn't dance with them until about seventh, eighth grade or farther because boys 

they didn’t dance much. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:54:05]  They played baseball instead. 
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RIGGS:     They played baseball [agrees]. They played baseball. Probably basically would  

. . . most boys, I don't know that in girls, they probably don't start . . . boys probably don't dance 

at all until probably their first prom or the . . .  Unless they do it at home. Now like we at home, 

we danced and played music, and danced and . . . Our family. That was something we did. But I 

don't even know when Jeffery danced. If he danced before he went to high school, or in middle 

school. You know what I mean, away from home. But we danced at home. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was the Jitterbug? 

 

RIGGS:  Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What's the Jitterbug? 

 

RIGGS:  The Jitterbug is a fast dance just like I just said. You dance fast and together, and 

then the fellow will swing you out and turn you a little. And you just dance and then you get 

back together. It's a fast dance. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:55:03]  Is there any particular music that you have to listen to? 

 

RIGGS:  No, not really. Well t's a beat . . . It's fast music. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So it's got to be like a . . .? 
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RIGGS:  Yes. It's got to have a beat and be a fast music. And if you were like at a formal or 

something it’d be a slow . . . Before my time the slow dance was called the slow drag. Like you 

said the Jitterbug. But during my time in high school time we did stuff. They had dances with 

names. Like you did maybe the monkey . . . certain things. Then you did something else. That 

was like a United States thing. Somebody would . . . They did it everywhere. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Like a trend. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. And then you would watch the Soul Train on T.V. or Dick Clark. In 

high school I listened to Dick Clark and danced to that, too. So you just danced to what the 

music was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have a favorite musician? Or a favorite song or anything like 

that? 

 

RIGGS:  [1:56:09]  Not really. I did and didn't. I liked to dance even like in high school. I 

liked to dance whether it was slow, fast, just dance. But nothing in particular. Maybe Jitterbug. 

Something fast. Maybe that would be my favorite dance. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  But no favorite musician or anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:  Well in high school maybe, yes. Let's see, I don't even know who that was. I'm 

just trying to think who would have been if I would have had a favorite. 
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ARSENEAULT:  We can come back to it. 

 

RIGGS:  Okay. Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about like courting or dating? What did y'all call it? 

 

RIGGS:  Same thing. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:57:01] Dating or courting. Now we didn't date and go on dates until high 

school probably. Where the fellow came over and took you to the movie. You might have met 

him at the movie, but they didn't come and get you and take you to the movie. The group of girls 

go to the movie and then you meet your boyfriend at the movie. And then like when you got in 

high school then maybe you would date. Or you would go to a social, or go to a school dance, or 

something like that. I'm just trying to think. And see you didn't really have to go on a date 

because if the dance was after the school . . . the football game you were already there. Yeah so it 

really wasn't no date. You didn't . . . Basically you first date was probably the prom I would 

think. That was probably my first date, was the prom.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Were parents strict or anything like that? I guess it'd depend on the parent. 

 

RIGGS:  [1:58:15]  Well they just all kind of had the same rule. The rule was you did this a 
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certain age and this a certain age. Some people did. Some people didn't. Some parents had rules 

some didn't. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How were y'all expected to behave in front of adults growing up? 

 

RIGGS:  You were expected to be a child in front of adults. You were expected to respect 

people. Respect what was going on. Basically if adults gathered together you would be happy 

because you'd go play. Maybe they brought their children. You'd go on somewhere else and you 

didn't sit around adults and be in the conversation. Stuff like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [1:58:59]  How would your parents discipline you and your brothers?  

 

RIGGS:  Well they would talk and . . . Well my dad didn't. I think my dad spanked me 

once with a newspaper, but my mom did the discipline, but not a lot. Not a lot. You had to do 

something real, real bad. Something she had told you to do over and over and you didn’t do it. 

Then you may get it. But our thing was we would always all three get it because she would say, 

"Okay, you said you didn't do it, and you said you didn't do it, and you didn't do it. So I'll get all 

three of you and I'll have the right one." 

 

ARSENEAULT:  A one in three chance. 

 

RIGGS:  A one in the three chances. Yeah. You'd go, "You better tell it." That was our 

group [laughs]. 
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ARSENEAULT:  That's funny. 

 

RIGGS:  But not bad. Not . . . They weren't strict. I'm just trying to think what else. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember like an age where you knew you were grown up? Like 

when you finally knew you were . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:00:08]  I guess probably my senior year in high school. I think that's where it 

was because you think about, "Oh, this is going to be over soon." And what am I going to do? I 

think that's where it was for me. Because see, I was away from home. I knew that I was going to 

come home. I never stopped going back to Arkansas. I still do that. But I knew that I was going 

to leave there and not live there. I didn't think I was anymore, and I didn't. So I ended up back 

home and here. But I really do think that's when it was for me. My senior year in high school. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have any chores you were expected to do? Like your parents 

expected you to do certain things? 

 

RIGGS:  Oh yeah. We had to do certain things. You did. Everybody had things to do. I 

think my first thing was like sweep the porch. Get the . . . Sweep the porch. Then do dishes. And 

once I . . . With them being a little bit older we didn't do as much rotation, like you do dishes this 

week. My brothers did. And then when I got up to doing dishes they were about gone, so I had to 

do all the dishes at that time. But we did have chores. Yeah. Had things you had to do. Take out 

the trash. Oh, we hung clothes on the line. We washed them and hung them on the line so you 
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had to either hang up the clothes, bring in the clothes, fold clothes. Yeah, we had chores. Even 

the boys. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did your mom cook? 

 

RIGGS:   [2:01:58]  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you ever help her out cooking? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of things did she teach you? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:02:04]  Well most of how to cook things. How to . . . once I was . . . Well I 

was I guess old enough to go in the kitchen and cook. I would be in there and she'd let me do 

things. For instance, like peel potatoes and snap beans . . . stuff. And then breakfast was the first 

thing I think I really learned to cook, and then rice. One thing you learned to do was, being from 

Louisiana, you learned to make coffee. That was a thing you had to do. You had to learn to make 

coffee. You had to . . . because they had the coffee pot that you poured the water into and it 

dripped. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Percolator? 
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RIGGS:  No, it was a drip drip. They had the percolator. But you would boil the water and 

you had a coffee pot with the grounds in it and a reservoir. Once the water boiled you poured the 

. . . over the coffee and it dripped it again. But the kicker was the coffee was greasy. It had . . . 

Coffee had a little grease so . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  The oils? 

 

RIGGS:  The oil. You had to wash that coffee pot and make sure that the cups didn't have 

the grease. I guess because it went through and the coffee went through a little filter. Not a good 

filter. Because they . . . my mother would say, "You didn't wash the coffee pot because I can 

taste the oil,” or “I feel the oil.” So you had to learn to wash that coffee pot and make coffee. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember where you got your coffee? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:03:40]  Well she bought it at the grocery store and she also bought some 

standard coffee. Was a person that sold coffee and I think it came from New Orleans somewhere. 

They would come through and she would buy coffee. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it already ground? 

 

RIGGS:  They had . . . the first . . . Some of it was not. Some that she bought . . . 

Sometimes she'd buy the beans and roast them. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Do it herself? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. And then grind them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How would she grind them? 

 

RIGGS:  A little grinder that sat on the side of the table that hooked to the table and you 

would grind the coffee. I mean you put the coffee in this little thing and turn it. Kind of like the 

electric one now. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:04:23]  But it was . . . This one was manual? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. This was manual. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did she ever grind anything else in there? 

 

RIGGS:  Not in that. That was a little coffee grinder. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That was just for coffee? 

 

RIGGS:  There was another thing. The grinder that you did to grind meat. That went on the 

side of the table when you making dressing and stuff. It had a grinder. Yeah she used to do the 

coffee beans. And when I go in the store now, like sometimes you’re in the big store and you'll 
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see the coffee beans where you buy them and you take them home and roast them then grind 

them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Nothing better than fresh roasted coffee. 

 

RIGGS:  It's not. It smells so good. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It's the best. Where did y'all get the meat? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:05:03]  At the  . . . Now I remember stores. At the stores and in Mossville 

during the . . . Just I think probably in the summer and just in the winter or whenever. I don't 

know when you did this. People would butcher, they called it cows. And then they would sell the 

meat. So like you would buy meat, but see you didn't have a deep freezer. You only bought 

enough that your refrigerator . . . But I remember that. They would do that. And they would do 

hogs. But with the hog, we didn't have a smoke house though, but with the hogs they would 

smoke the meat. They had a house out back and they would smoke the meat. The bacon and the 

ham. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I bet that smelled good. 

 

RIGGS:  And that was . . . It would hang up. [Agrees]. It was hanging up. And sausage. 

They made their own.  
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ARSENEAULT:  Did your mom have a famous recipe or . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  Well my mother did a cheesecake, and she did a pound cake. And she liked them. 

I guess she liked both of those, so those she did. She made chicken and dumplings. People liked 

her chicken and dumplings, so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did your dad have a favorite meal that she cooked or anything that he 

would request, or? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:06:25]  Not that I really, really know. I mean I didn't know of anything that he 

really, really liked. I can't say that it was fried chicken or . . . I don't remember. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did your mom fry her chicken? 

 

RIGGS:  Yes. She fried chicken. She fried chicken. She would fry chicken. And basically 

she made biscuits . . . Made bread. She actually made a light bread. I remember her doing that as 

a child. She would do . . . make light bread. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She just cooked in the oven? 

 

RIGGS:  Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She just made it in the oven? 
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RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Fresh bread from scratch? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, from scratch. Make it in the oven and then you had to slice it. It was like a 

little pound cake. I remember her making bread, or . . . I'm trying to think of something else that 

she liked. She liked . . . Oh she liked to make pecan candy. Just before Christmas that was what 

she liked. She would do pecan candy and different kind of candies and cookies. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  She like the sweets? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:07:38]  Cookies. We had pecan trees. That was our job, to peel pecans. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They were in the yard? 

 

RIGGS:  They were in the yard. You couldn't say that you didn’t have any because you 

could go get them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They're expensive now.  

 

RIGGS:  Oh, aren’t they? Aren’t they? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I wish I had a pecan tree. 
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RIGGS:  [2:07:55]  They had a lot of pecan trees out there. There was a lot. And I guess 

my grandfather had planted them. We had a lot of pecan trees. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Wow. Are they still there on the property? 

 

RIGGS:  I'm sure they are. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I guess you'll find out today when we go visit. 

 

RIGGS:  I'm sure they are. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Go pick a few take them to Texas. 

 

RIGGS:  We’ll pick a few. See our house was built where . . . Well not where his house 

was, but on the same property where his house was. And it was like he had planted . . . because 

when I grew up there was still some there like plum trees, or fig trees, pear trees. And so I'm 

sure. But I happen to know it's grown over. So we hadn't been on there, but . . . And the pecans. 

Had plenty pecan. In fact my . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have a favorite thing to eat growing up? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:08:44]  Probably the pecans. My brothers . . . We used to get the pecans young 

and we would sell them. We'd go out and get the pecans and we'd sit on the side of the road and 
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people stop and buy them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How much would they fetch usually? 

 

RIGGS:  Probably not too much. I don't even remember. Probably less than a dollar in a 

little . . . And lot of them was in a little can. A little thing that we would . . . They would measure 

them out in. They would sell them. We'd sell pecans. And looked like it was a lot, but I know it 

wasn't a lot. When we would sell pecans. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Bet you thought you were rich. 

 

RIGGS:  [laughs] We would go to Uncle Ira's store and spend it right away. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Buy some candies. 

 

RIGGS:  Selling pecans. I think of Mossville and I think . . . I can't think that I was in the 

country. I never felt like I was in the . . .  People say I was raised in the country. I know I was 

raised in the country, but to me it wasn't raised . . . I wasn't raised where there was truck farms 

and there was cotton, and there was farming. To me that's the country. I never thought of my . . . 

I knew it was the country. I never thought of us as country. I guess I thought of us as a little 

town. I don't know what other people think, but I never thought of that as . . . I called the country 

if you lived down a dirt road and its two or three house there. That would be the country to me. 

But let’s see, in Mossville we were on the main road and it was houses all along. So that's how I 
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saw it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:10:45]  You said there was a sugar mill there? 

 

RIGGS:  I don't know where that was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  At one point. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. It was a place. Yeah, I don't know where it was. I think from . . . I think 

that it was up near that Methodist church off of Prater Road. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  I think it was over in there somewhere. But they would . . . Someone grew the 

sugarcane. I don't know who it was. And see, they grind it to make the syrup. That's what I know 

they would do. And it might have been just a group of people. I don't know if it was a big thing 

or a little thing. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was it there like, when you were growing up? 

 

RIGGS:  [Disagrees]. I don't remember. That's why when I was born . . . I don't ever 

remember seeing . . . That's why I don't know where it was. 
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ARSENEAULT:  [2:11:26]  It's just they kind of talked about . . .  

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. About it being there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about any sawmills? 

 

RIGGS:  No. Not that I know of. No sawmills.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Other industries? Do you remember the plants coming in? 

 

RIGGS:  No, I was trying to remember that. I don't remember when . . .  I don't remember 

the plants coming in. I do remember . . . I know they had a Firestone plant, and it was on the 

other side of the new 90. And a Cities Service plant, now I know they were there maybe the late 

40s early 50s. And the Conoco plant was there probably in the 40s. And PPG, I don't know when 

they came. That's the one that just you come up over the bridge is to the right. I don't remember 

when that one came. But most of them came when I was a teenager, or before. 

 I remember people working there. My relatives and other people. That's one of the things 

I think that the people in Mossville seem to have had a better life. They had nice homes. They 

had cars. I used to see them around the corner. And they worked. They had some kind of job. 

People had jobs. I think the plant was instrumental in a lot of them having a better quality of life. 

And people came to Lake Charles and worked and did different things. Worked for people or 

worked at Sears, basically. It probably was some poverty, but not bad, bad poverty and maybe 

you didn't see some stuff. But I don't remember even going to school and children coming to 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs          4700.2616          Tape 4570                                                127 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

school and somebody would say well, "They don't have clothes" or, "They didn't have food" or 

something like that. I don't ever remember anything like that. Or anybody being down and out. 

And maybe they were, I just didn't know. And if it was, it wasn't a lot of people. Sit and think 

about it, a lot of people I can think about where they worked . . . some of the men really. As I 

was growing up. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What were some of the places? 

 

RIGGS:  Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What were some of the places? 

 

RIGGS:  A lot of them worked at . . . like at the Firestone plant and at the Cities Service 

plants. My brothers worked the Cities Service . . . At the Cities Service plant. At that PPG plant 

and Conoco. There was a Dunham and Price cement plant on the new place, and people worked 

there. There were people that came here and they worked for like the [Grays?] in Lake Charles. 

The people that lived on Shell Beach. They worked for some of them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:15:09]  The Gray's was that like the wealthy family? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. Yeah and the Burden's. As I was doing this and thinking, I was just 

thinking that most of the people I knew had a job. All worked. A lot of the women didn't work. A 

lot of the women didn't work, but most of the men worked. 
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ARSENEAULT:  What were like the women's duties? 

 

RIGGS:  I think . . . I guess they were housewives or stayed at home, or . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: [2:15:39]  Cooking and cleaning? 

 

RIGGS:  Had their children. [Agrees]. They didn’t work. Most of them didn't work. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It's kind of more recent, but we're talking about industry. What about like 

the pollution? What do you remember when Mossville water was . . . got polluted? 

 

RIGGS:  Well I guess I remember when it wasn't, but then I also remember when it was 

because the plants . . . It's been there. It wasn't as many, but I guess it . . . When you stop [clears 

throat] pardon me, and you think about it, and I think of the number of people that I know that is 

passed away that lived here and had cancer. My mother had cancer, her sister had cancer, and 

they lived here until the 50s. I'm not saying that’s . . . That they got it from there, but then I know 

other relatives and other people that died. So I would say that it . . . I keep going back to the 50s, 

but that's . . . I would say that was probably when it happened and it was probably happening all 

along with things being released. Because sometimes you'd say, "Oh, the plant has released 

something." You smell something, smell like a rotten egg. That was . . . but you never . . . I never 

really thought of it then, or growing up. I guess nobody else it either. But I don't know. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was there ever any explosions, or? 
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RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:17:29]  I don't remember any explosion. Maybe some small fires at Conoco 

which is the one . . . You know where the Conoco Plant is? I keep saying Conoco. It's . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I don’t . . . There’s so many. They all look like . . .  

 

 RIGGS:  Yeah. It's coming out of Westlake to the left. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  I remember some fires, but I don't remember any explosions, and it could have 

been some. I don't remember any, but look like I would remember there being some. Something 

happened at the Firestone plant. It wasn't explosion. I think it was something like . . . They made 

tires. And I think it was something like a vat and . . . What do you make tires out of? Rubber? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  The rubber came out and maybe some people got burnt, but it wasn't . . . I 

remember that. But it wasn't no big thing I don't think, or no people getting killed or anything. 

And it may have been an explosion, but I don't remember one. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Just wanted to ask. Just . . . I know there's so many plants right there. I’m 

just . . . Wonder what it was like living so close. 

 

RIGGS:  I don't think people ever thought about that. I mean never even thought of . . . 

There were some people who lived very close. Closer than other people. I don't really think they 

thought of it. I guess it was a way of life. It may have been that this was your livelihood, so you 

didn't think it would hurt you. My daddy never worked at the plant. Like I said, my daddy 

became a carpenter. He built houses and stuff. But he always worked. But he never went to the 

plant. I don't know why he never went to the plant. But he never worked at the plant. Any of 

them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did he build y'alls house? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:19:23]  [Agrees]. He built our house. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That's kind of nice. Something breaks he can fix it. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. It was like my mother and daddy got a divorce, and I have him laughing, 

and he moved to Lake Charles. I had him laughing I said . . . he had . . . His house was a nice 

house. He had a very nice house. I said, "My daddy's house was like the ‘House of [Seven] 

Gables’." He had a . . . I mean it was a big house, and they had a lot of rooms. The rooms was 

big, and it went all the way back the lot. The garage was on the back. I said it was like going to a 

hotel. You drive up the front and go all the way to the back. But it was a nice house. But I think   

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs          4700.2616          Tape 4570                                                131 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

. . . When I think about it later being adult he probably built the house and then he added on. I 

guess as he could afford it he added onto that house. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:20:14]  Because he could because he knew . . . 

 

RIGGS:  That house went down with the . . . What's the last hurricane? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Not Rita? 

 

RIGGS:  Katrina . . . Not . . . Katrina that hit here? Whatever was hit here. They had to tear 

it down. It went then.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember any hurricanes in Mossville growing up? 

 

RIGGS:  Yes. I remember Hurricane Audrey. Not . . . Well Hurricane Audrey tore up 

Cameron [Louisiana].  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So close. 

 

RIGGS:  And I remember that. Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That's so close. 
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RIGGS:  [2:20:38]  Yeah. It did Cameron and we had to evacuate. That school was built 

then. We went to the school. Others we didn't really leave. And nothing ever happened in 

Mossville. We never had any . . . Me growing up, we never had anything bad or anything happen 

to our house during a hurricane. I actually started remembering hurricanes after . . . maybe it was 

because they didn't have the tracking stuff and you didn't know. You just knew a bad storm was 

coming, and you didn't know that it was a hurricane or what. They hadn't named them I don't 

think during that time. You just knew the weather was bad and then it did this and it had 

tornados. So I don't . . . The first hurricane . . . When I started really knowing about hurricanes 

and stuff was in the 50s with Audrey and when those hurricanes hit.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  What was that like? Everyone meeting at the school? 

 

RIGGS:  It was chaotic for a while, but people met there. We spent the night because it 

started flooding. But the Red Cross had set it up so it wasn't bad. So they had people like in the 

gym and in the lunch room. And they gave . . . Families had like little classrooms. If you had a 

big family put you in a little classroom. But it wasn't bad. We [laughed?]. We ate. They cooked. 

They had the food and stuff there, and I think we went back the next morning or something. 

Jeffery was small. He was a baby.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Were you living at Houston? 

 

RIGGS:  I was here. With that one I was here. 
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ARSENEAULT:  When did you . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  When'd I go to Houston?  

 

ARSENEAULT:   [Agrees]. 

 

RIGGS:  I went to Houston in '65. 

 

ARSENEAULT:   Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  [2:22:21]  But that hurricane . . . he was . . . Yeah he was a baby. He was little 

when that hurricane hit. But we went to that, and that was the only time I've ever evacuated for    

. . . And that was because of flooding. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  There's so many questions. What about medical treatment? 

 

RIGGS:  Did we have medical treatment? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where'd y'all go to the doctor? 

 

RIGGS:  We went to the doctor in Sulphur. Yeah, we went to the doctors in Sulphur. Then 

growing up I don't think we ever went to Doctor Ross. Was a black doctor. Yeah, I don't think 

we ever went . . . I didn't. But we went to Doctor [Seals?]. I remember Doctor Seals in Sulphur. 
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And hospital, St. Patty’s.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So you mentioned a midwife. Aunt . . . What was her name? 

 

RIGGS:  [Jannie?]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Jannie? 

 

RIGGS:  I don't know nothing about Aunt Jannie, but Aunt Jannie was the midwife. And 

well I guess in Mossville area I don't know where else she went, but she probably delivered a lot 

of us. I don't know if she delivered my brothers. I don't know why I don't know that. I don't 

know. I don't know. I'm going to look. I think I have their birth certificates. I'm going to look 

because she signed them. She signed the birth certificate. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Were you born in the home? 

 

RIGGS:  At home. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Everyone was born in the home? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:23:56]  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did your mom ever talk about it? 
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RIGGS:  [Disagrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I guess they don't talk about those things. 

 

RIGGS:  No. No, she didn’t. No, except the part I told you about the boys going and 

stopping at the . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: [2:24:06]  Sugarcane mill. 

 

RIGGS:  At the sugarcane thing [agrees]. So no, not really. She didn't really talk. I mean 

she just didn't . . . And maybe they didn't talk about stuff like that when I was growing up. 

Maybe we did talk. It was like . . . we were not . . . when I talked to other people, and with the 

rapport they had with their mother, or father, or stuff . . . we talked. We did talk. We did the girls 

talk and the . . . We talked. Not just that, but we talked. But that was where we did . . . That was 

the doctor. I guess until they got old and I left and they probably went to someone else . . . 

Doctor Sears. Nothing big. Nobody . . . I think my daddy had surgery when I was young. He 

might of had appendix or something, but nobody really . . . I don't think my mother went to a . . . 

growing up, to the hospital. She went to the doctor, but not to the hospital. I don't remember that. 

I remember Daddy going and having that surgery at St.  Patty.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Any home remedies? Anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:25:25]  Not really. 
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ARSENEAULT:  What'd y'all do for like a stomach ache, or? 

 

RIGGS:  I don't even remember. Probably had some . . . I know once a year we used to . . . 

In the winter time she would like . . . We would take castor oil and something else. Everybody 

talks about that. I guess that'd get you ready for the colds. But I guess basically whatever you 

were given because see, when I came you had drugstores in stores. I guess aspirins. I know they 

had Alka-Seltzer when I was growing up because I remember I put one in my mouth and almost 

choked. I remember that. So I guess for stomach ache they took Alka-Seltzer’s, but as far as I 

guess just regular stuff that you would do . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  For a headache anything? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, you'd probably take aspirins. That's the only thing I remember doing. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Mosquito bites? 

 

RIGGS:  Huh? Mosquito bites? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Mosquito bites. 

 

RIGGS:  I don't remember that. I know for a wasp bite they would put tobacco. Wet 

tobacco and put on a wasp . . . On a sting. They would do that. 
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ARSENEAULT:  What was that supposed to do? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:26:48]  It would stop it from swelling or something. I don't know what it did. 

But they would put tobacco on a wasp sting, or whatever stings. They would something like that. 

Now I have heard . . . I don't remember doing it, but I have heard that people said like if you cut 

yourself or you're bleeding, you put spider web. That was something that people did. I don't 

remember doing that. I don't remember my mama putting a spider web on it. But I'm trying to 

think of any other remedies that . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Fever? Did y'all do anything special for a fever? 

 

RIGGS:  I don't remember that. With a cold we had cough syrup and stuff like that, so. I 

know they would sometimes make a tea if you had the flu or something. You might make a tea 

and give you a tea. But not many. She didn't do many remedies, no. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What kind of tea was it? 

 

RIGGS:  I don't know if it was a tea bag or it might have been a lemon tea. Maybe lemon 

and honey or something like that. Rather than a tea bag. I know she had tea because we had tea. 

Like when you were sick and coughing it probably was a lemon and honey. Something like that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did . . . Were there any like, treaters in the area that y'all would . . .? 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs          4700.2616          Tape 4570                                                138 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

RIGGS:  Traders. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Traders? 

 

RIGGS:  People that came along and sold stuff. That's the trader. What is a trader? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Or like someone who does . . . Is a healer. 

 

RIGGS:  [2:28:21]  Oh no. No we didn't do that. The trader? I never heard that word 

before. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Or treater? Or [traitoire?] I think in French it’s . . . 

 

RIGGS:  I know. Yeah, no. No, no, no. They might have prayed for you. No, but not the 

healer. I've heard of that. The healer. Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So no one . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  No. We didn't do that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Any root teas . . . 

 

RIGGS:  No. 
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ARSENEAULT:  . . . Or anything like that? Just kind of standard. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees] No root tea. No mamou. No root tea. We didn’t do that. I've heard the 

mamou tea and the stuff like that. We didn't do mamou tea. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did they . . . Did anyone sell it in the community? Was there anyone that 

was . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  Not that I knew of. But I've heard people talk about that for different ailments and 

for different . . . That they did the mamou tea. They did mamou. In fact, there were some people 

that go to my church and they're from Haiti. And we had a potluck and this lady made tea and it 

was mamou. I tasted it and I said, "What is this?" And she went to tell me what it was and it was 

mamou. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What does it taste like? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:29:33]  Kind of like a . . . maybe like a ginger tea. You ever had a tea with 

ginger?  

 

ARSENEAULT:  It’s strong. 

 

RIGGS:  It has a little sweetness. And I think that my step-mother was Creole and she did 

mamou. And that's how I knew how it tastes. But it was good. I mean it was like any tea that you 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs          4700.2616          Tape 4570                                                140 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

would drink, but it was made out of the mamou root she said. Never had that. Even here I’d 

never had it. She said, "You're from Louisiana?" I said, "I never had mamou tea." 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I haven't had it either. I've been wanting to try it. Let's see. We talked 

about that. 

 

RIGGS:  Because it's a root, right? Mamou is a root. Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  That and . . .  

 

RIGGS:  You get it off of a tree don't you? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:30:19]  That's what it sounds like. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And sassafras. 

 

RIGGS:  Sassafras, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  But that's the filé. That's what you make. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, sassafras is a file [agrees]. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Filé. That's like . . . I think that's Creole cooking. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Or Cajun. I'm not sure. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah I use filé in the gumbo. That's the only thing I use it in. I don't know what 

else you put it in. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I know it’s . . . It thickens it up and it tastes good. 

  

RIGGS:  [2:30:40]  [And it too much?] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I like file, but I wouldn't . . . I couldn't imagine drinking a tea out of it 

though. I guess some people do. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:            Drink it.  

 

RIGGS:  Maybe so. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The sassafras tea. What did I want to ask you? Where did your family go 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs          4700.2616          Tape 4570                                                142 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

to church? I think you may have already said that. 

 

RIGGS:  We went to the St. Paul United Methodist. The Methodist church. My mother . . . 

My family and the B.C. Junior part of my family went to Mount Zion. My mother's family is 

buried at the cemetery at Mount Zion. My daddy's family is buried at the cemetery at the 

Sanctified Church. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Where is that cemetery? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:31:27]  It's behind the church it’s . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  In Mossville? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. The church is not there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh, okay. 

 

RIGGS:  That's the cemetery they’re cleaning today I think. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  That's the cemetery. It’s back in the back. 
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ARSENEAULT:  By the railroad tracks? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:31:42] Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Across the road. 

 

RIGGS:  Before. Before you get to the railroad track. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And then you go over the brook. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. You go over the brook, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And it's in the back? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And it's kind of grown over? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I know what you’re talking about. 

 

RIGGS:  My granddaughter said that we left my daddy in the woods. She was little. She 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Jimmie Lee Williams Riggs          4700.2616          Tape 4570                                                144 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

was very small. That bothered her. She said, "We left him in the woods." 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It is like that. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah it was in the woods. It was woods.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  She’s right. 

 

RIGGS:  It was in the woods. That's the cemetery, yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Who were some of the like, church leaders? At the . . .? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:32:12]  At my church was Carl Rigmaiden. Actually ended up with that 

church. When he passed away he was the pastor there. Ira Garrett. We didn't have . . . Methodists 

don't have many people. Who else was there? I guess Carl Junior. Long time ago though. You 

taking me back. Jack Moss maybe. Yeah, Jack was there. James Rigmaiden. [Carrie?]. Carrie 

was young. Carrie. The Hartman's I'm trying to figure out. I can't remember the names. Mr. 

Hartman’s family is just coming to me. I can't remember which one it was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You said y'all rotated churches? 

 

RIGGS:  See the reason you rotated churches was because you didn't have a minister. The 

minister came maybe twice a month. So if he came to you on the first Sunday he didn't come 
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again until the third Sunday. So on the second Sunday if the Baptist church had a preacher that 

had a eleven o’ . . .  didn't have a one service, that had service people would go to that church. 

Then the next Sunday you'd go to another church. Now everybody didn't do that. Some people 

did. And you would rotate like that. I mean you didn't belong to the church, you just visited that 

day. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Interesting. I've never heard of anything . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Really? Like that? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Similar to that. That’s fascinating. 

 

RIGGS:  [2:33:50]  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did your . . . Did the minister have like a role in like civic affairs, or? 

 

RIGGS:  The ministers at my church did not live in Mossville. They lived in . . . Well some 

of them lived in Lake Charles and some lived other places. And what they did on those odd 

Sundays, they went to other cities. You see, they had maybe three or four churches. So, and if it 

was something going on in the community and the church was involved, normally he would 

attend or come. For instance if someone at the Baptist church died and we had some people that 

go to our church, that relative was at that Baptist church, our minister might come to the funeral 

because of someone . . . You know what I'm saying? They would do like that. But basically they 
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didn't live . . .  

Carl lived in Mossville. He was a Mossville man. He lived there. And you had people 

that was ministers like Josh Rigmaiden had a church. But his church was over here in 

Brownsville right here. Jake Rigmaiden had a church in Texas someplace. And I'm just trying     

. . . Thinking of ministers. Berkley Garrett Junior, my uncle, had a church in Houston River. 

Now he was steady. He was there every Sunday. He retired from that church. Mount Zion . . . 

And as it got older Mount Zion, their pastors come and go. I know most of their pastors don't live 

in Mossville. Some of them do. Some of them don't. So if they didn’t live, then they weren't 

involved in the civic part of the church. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:35:36]  So sounds like there were a lot of traveling. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah some of them were traveling. During that time ministers travelled. They 

were called traveling ministers.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Ministers? 

 

RIGGS:  [agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did y'all have tent revivals or anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:  They did. They did, but basically it was people coming through town or a minister 

that would come through town and he would probably ask somebody could he set up his tent on 
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their property. Then people would go. They would . . . He would be there two or three nights and 

they would go to church. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was there music or anything? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:36:07]  [Agrees]. They'd have music. A lot of times they would sing. I mean 

have a . . . not recorded. They had somebody maybe at the tent thing, they had somebody playing 

the guitar. Something like that. They didn't have an organ or a piano. Yeah they would sing. 

Yeah. They would sing. They would not have a choir because they were travelling. Yeah they 

didn't have a . . . It was early. Maybe in the early 40s and stuff like that. Now I don't if somebody 

comes through and do the tent thing, but yeah we have had tent things. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was there ever any healings or anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:  I didn't go to those. I mean I don't remember any healing. Let me say that. I don't 

remember any healing. Now the Sanctified church that I was telling you, that church. The 

Holiness church. They do. They prayed and they healed and whatever. But now that was a 

church that my daddy's father went to. But I was young so I really don't know. I guess they did 

because . . . They did do healing and praying, and the hands on, and the oil. That was called like 

the Holiness church is what they were called at that time. Now I don't know what it's called, but 

that's . . . They did that. So when you was visiting if they were healing then you were there. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You're going to get prayed for. 
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RIGGS:  [Agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Did you have a favorite hymn or anything like that? Any favorite songs. 

 

RIGGS:  [2:37:52]  Yeah, I like “Amazing Grace.” It's one of my favorite hymns. “How 

Great Thou Art.” I have a few hymns that I like. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I always like thinking about old churches and like the idea of a choir and 

stuff like that. I think I've pretty much . . . We're at . . . Almost at two hours. 

 

RIGGS:  Are we? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I hate to keep you so long. Yeah, almost two hours. Usually we don't go 

over an hour because people get tired. 

 

RIGGS:  Am I talking too much? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  But I’m keeping you here so we can get all the information out of you. But 

we're almost done. 

 

RIGGS:  Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:38:24]  What kind of stories would the elders tell you about Mossville, 
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or ghosts, or anything like that? Any ghost stories? 

 

RIGGS:  I don't really remember any ghost stories. I'm just trying to think of what kind of 

stories about . . . I don't . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Like the post office or anything like . . . Did they ever talk about the old 

post office? 

 

RIGGS:  Now this I don't know. I can't document this. At some time . . . At one time. I 

don't know when it was, or how they did it, my grandfather B.C. [Berkley C. Garrett] was 

supposed of had a will call. Now I don't know if he picked the mail up and brought it to 

Mossville and the people came and got it. I don't think it was a sanction. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:39:22]  He just did it as like a favor? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. I don't know if they got it off the thing from the train. But I even tried 

to see if I could find that, but I couldn't. But I was told that that happened. But no, as far as a post 

office, Mossville never had a post office that I know of. I'm just trying to think of what . . . I 

mean I don't know what kind of stories. I don't know what . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Someone told me Evergreen Road . . . They used to tell them Evergreen 

Road was haunted growing up. 
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RIGGS:      Well see I don't . . . Evergreen Road is that Road Saprack Road. That's the road 

. . . I couldn't think of the name of it. I don't know. It may be, but I didn't know that. It may be. 

Now there was a place out there and it's still there. I know I guess it's gone now, but . . . It was an 

encampment that was owned by the Baptist church. Black Baptist churches. I've heard that that 

was haunted, but I never . . . I don't even know where it was, but it existed when I was there. I 

knew where it was supposed to be, but I never went there. But I've never heard of anything. Well 

maybe. Maybe . . . They always say passing a cemetery or at a cemetery . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Hold your breath or something like that? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. But see the Sanctified cemetery was closer to me than Mount Zion. That's a 

little bit further back. So I've never really heard anything of people saying. Maybe so. Maybe 

some people see . . . Those people that lived there probably say that. But I didn't go up there at 

night so I wouldn't know.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Any other stories they would tell, or? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:41:06]  I don't know of any other. Unless you tell them. You say it I might 

remember, but I don't remember. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  A haunted sycamore tree? A man with no face on Evergreen? 

 

RIGGS:  Oh, that’s Evergreen? 
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ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  A man with no face. I heard that one. 

 

RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Sometimes like. . . 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, see people lived up there but I never knew that. I never knew that was 

supposed to be about the man in the sycamore tree on Evergreen. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What about the orphan . . . Was there ever an orphanage in Mossville? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:41:39]  I think that's the same thing we talking about. The building. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The encampment? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah I think that's the same thing. I think they used it as an orphanage at one 

time. It may be the same building that I'm talking . . . That I say it was . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT:  The [Rockamore?] Center? Does that sound familiar? [Rockamore?]? 
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RIGGS:  It might have been the name of it. I just never knew. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I've been trying to figure out where that was and it seems like no one 

really knows. 

 

RIGGS:  If it's the same thing, it's off of that Evergreen Road. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  All the haunted stuff's over there. 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. It's off of the Evergreen Road, but I really don’t know . . . How you get 

there. But I guess it's a dirt road. Maybe not now, but it seems that somebody told me that they 

had redone that and they were using it and maybe sold. But I don't know all that about that place. 

I'm learning something [laughs]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:42:29]  I'll keep digging around for orphanage because people like, 

"There's an orphanage." But not sure . . . 

 

RIGGS:  I think it was the same. See it was the same thing as that encampment. It was also 

called an encampment. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

RIGGS:  A Baptist encampment. 
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ARSENEAULT:  So it was like a big building? 

 

RIGGS:  [Agrees]. And I think it was an orphanage at one time. I think it was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I'll have to look into that some more. Do you have any memories of like, 

voter registration or anything like that? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:43:00]  Well yeah, I registered to vote here . . . I mean in Mossville. I mean 

my first place I voted was in Mossville. I just registered and I went and voted. We had the 

machines with the curtain on it. That was my time. But no problem with the voting registration. 

No rejections or something like that. Nothing. Not for me. My first voting was in Mossville. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  How did you decide who to vote for? 

 

RIGGS:  At that time? I was probably up on it because I'm up on stuff. So I don't even 

know who I voted my first vote was. I don't . . . I have no idea who it was. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You just kind of read the papers, or you researched? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah I kept up with it. Keep up with it. Probably voted the person my mother and 

father voted for. My mother or whatever at that time. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember like anyone driving people to the polls, or? 
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RIGGS:  Yeah they did that. They drove people to the polls. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What do you remember about that? 

 

RIGGS: [2:44:18]   There were just different people and I guess they would . . . The 

candidates would hire people. They would come and pick you up and take you to the polls, and 

you'd go vote and they’d take you back. I guess some people didn't have cars so they would pick 

them . . . Yeah I remember that. It was just different people. Like Trump would hire you and you 

and me. But you didn't just pick up Trump's people. I think you picked up anyone that wanted to 

vote. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Just made sure they get to the poll? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah just make sure they get to the polls because you didn’t know who was 

voting for what I guess. But I do remember that. That they did do that. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember anything about Gerald Washington's murder? I know 

you were probably living in Houston at that time. The mayor of Westlake got murdered at the 

Mossville . . . 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. Yeah. I was in Houston. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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RIGGS:  I was in Houston. I did hear about it. I did get some clippings on it. I don't even 

know how it ended. Like he was in a truck, or something about a truck or? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [Agrees]. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. That's the same person. Yeah I did hear about it. That's not too long ago. I 

mean how long was . . . ? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It was recent. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah I'm saying it wasn't that long ago. Yeah. But I . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: [2:45:29]  Did you know the family there or anything? 

 

RIGGS:  I knew the family, yeah. I knew them, but not close, but I knew who they were. 

Yeah. I knew them. But when I think about it I really don't know how it ended. I'm sure that 

someone told me, but I don't remember what happened. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  The last thing I read they kept trying to get I think the case reopened . . . I 

think a couple times. And I don't think . . . 

 

RIGGS:  They did? 
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ARSENEAULT:  I don't think. Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  And he was at the old school in a truck or something right? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think his body was on the ground. 

 

RIGGS:  On the ground or something. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [Agrees]. They took the truck and they washed it off, and they washed the 

scene. Yeah. Or that's what I read. 

 

RIGGS:  [2:46:18]  In the paper. Yeah. But they've never found anyone? There's never 

been accused? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  They said it was a suicide. 

 

RIGGS:  How you going to wash the truck and . . . Really? Seemed like I did . . . Seemed 

like there it was suicide. Well how long had he been mayor? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think the day before? 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah he never took office? Not really. I remember that. 
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ARSENEAULT:  I just like to ask because I know . . . 

 

RIGGS:  I remember because my cousin sent me stuff and we talked about it. But yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  I think that the boys went to Mossville. 

 

RIGGS:  School. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So I just like to ask. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah, his sons. Yeah. But I think I knew the family. I knew the little siblings and 

stuff. But I didn't even . . . I didn’t think about that any more. That's a good question.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  I just recently . . . I know it's recent, but I just like to ask since it’s kind of 

tied into Mossville. He was found in Mossville even though he was the mayor of Westlake. Just 

something interesting. You have any fondest memories of Mossville? We can kind of start 

closing up. Anything you want to get on the tape? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:47:33]  I guess my fondest memory of Mossville, I've said it two or three 

times, is like you don't really know that you're poor. And I'm sure that we were very poor, but I 

didn't know that I was poor. Like I said, the people in Mossville I didn't see a lot of poverty. I 

didn't see that. So I just probably had a different persona of my hometown than it really was. It 

was no crime. Things just didn't happen. I never really ever thought about it being a black 
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settlement until I started doing this stuff. And how people lived. But I just have good fond 

memories. Most of my memories are just good. Just with the people . . . I could go from one end 

to the other end and I probably couldn't find six people that I'd said I didn't like. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Now we want to know who those six are! 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah I'm just saying I couldn't . . . wouldn't find . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  Those people that I’ve said I just didn't like them. So I just have a good memory 

of growing up. The people I grew up around. And usually, not now, I used to . . . when I’d come 

home I would go and see all of the older people. My mother's friends and things. So I kind of 

kept in touch with people. But I hate that it's gone. And it will be gone. So just have to remember 

the good things and the people.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  So what does home mean to you? 

 

RIGGS:  [2:49:39]  Well my closing thing was that I was born at route 102-B, Mossville. 

That was my birthplace. But Mossville will always be my home. Regardless if there's no one 

there, it's still my home [crying]. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  We've got some napkins over there, too if you need a tissue. 
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RIGGS:  I'm good. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  You're good? 

 

RIGGS:  That's just how I feel about it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  What does community mean to you? 

 

RIGGS:  Togetherness. Being there for each other. Sharing memories. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Was there anything else you wanted to say about Mossville, or memories, 

or school, or? 

 

RIGGS:  No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [2:51:25]  Your family? Growing up? I think we covered a lot today. We 

talked for two hours. 

 

RIGGS:  We did and it's just like it's real now. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. 

 

RIGGS:  It's real. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Well thank you so much for . . . 

 

RIGGS:  And like you talk to people about it and everything, but it's real. Well thank you 

for . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

RIGGS:  For inviting me. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. Everyone has good memories of Mossville. 

 

RIGGS:  [2:51:56]  That's a good thing. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. 

 

RIGGS:  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  It meant a lot to a lot of people.  

 

RIGGS:  Well that's the only place that you grew up. That's the only place you know. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah. Sounds like it was a special place. Well thank you so much Ms. 

Jimmie Lee. 
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RIGGS:  Oh, you're welcome. You're welcome. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Thanks for coming out today we'll send you a copy so you can have it. 

 

RIGGS:  Okay. Y'all want to come to Houston and bring it y'all can come.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  I'll send it to you.  

 

 [2:52:21]  

[End Tape 4570. End Session I.]  
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