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[Begin Tape 4517. Begin Session I.] 
 
 
CHELSEA ARSENEAULT:  Alrighty today is September twenty-fourth, 2015. I'm 

Chelsea Arseneault representing the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU 

[Louisiana State University] Libraries. We're working in conjunction with the Imperial Calcasieu 

Museum to document the history of Mossville [Louisiana]. Today we're at the Rigmaiden 

Recreation Center on Old Spanish Trail. I'm here today with Mrs. Gloria Rogers. So glad you 

could make it today. Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed. This is going to be a short 

interview about fifteen to twenty minutes. And we will likely be in touch to set up a later 

interview for a little bit longer if you're interested in continuing on. Alright. So for the record 

could you please state your full name? 

 

GLORIA ROGERS:  Gloria Kilgore Rogers. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Kilgore is K-I-L-G-O-R-E? 

 

ROGERS:  R-E. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 
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ROGERS:  [00:47]  And Rogers is R-O-G-E-R-S. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. 

 

ROGERS:  Some spell it with a D. 

 

ARSENEAULT:   And when and where were you born? 

 

ROGERS:  [00:57]  I was born in Shreveport, Louisiana on April eighth, 1934. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And your parents' names? 

 

ROGERS:  Cora Willis and Robert Kilgore. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And Willis is . . . Can you spell that? 

 

ROGERS:  [01:18]  W-I-L-L-I-S. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And your grandparents' names? 

 

ROGERS:  Savannah. That's S-A-V-A-N-N-A-H. Savannah Willis and Richard Willis. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  And that was your mom . . . Your dad's side? 
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ROGERS:  [01:45]  That was my mother's parents. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Do you remember your father's parents' names? 

 

ROGERS:  No. I never knew them. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay. So where did you live growing up? 

 

ROGERS:  [02:02]  I lived in Arcadia. That's A-R-C-A-D-I-A, Louisiana. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Could you describe your house growing up? 

 

ROGERS:  The first house I lived in was the house of my parents. It was a wooden . . . 

Wooden. W-O-O-D-E-N. A wooden house. There were four rooms. And there were . . . The four 

. . . Of the four rooms two were bedrooms. One was a kitchen. What was the third one? Let's see, 

well it must have been three bedrooms and one was the kitchen. And we had an outhouse, and 

then as the time progressed we advanced a little.  

My mother passed in . . . On May first, 1950. Then my father at that time was living in 

Los Angeles, and my mother's wish was that we would always stay together. We being my 

brother and myself. And therefore my grandparents took us in and reared us. And I stayed . . . 

Well what grade? I was in the eleventh grade when my mother passed. So we moved in with . . . 

That was in 1950 . . . Yeah. We moved in with our grandparents, and then when I graduated from 

high school I went to college. My brother graduated . . . When he graduated from high school he 
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started college, but he didn't stay because he didn't like it. So he joined the United States Navy. 

And he stayed in the navy until he retired. And after he retired from the navy he got a job with 

the state correctional center. And he stayed there until he became ill and he passed.  

[04:51]  After I . . . Well I graduated from high school before he did. After I graduated 

from high school I went to college. I stayed in college for four years. And after I graduated from 

college I landed my first job and that was in this area, Mossville. That was the first . . . In fact 

when I came here, Mossville High School was the only black high school in this area. So I 

worked there until I believe 1969. And then 1969 . . . Well prior to 1969 there were rumors that 

they were going to close the high school and some teachers would be transferred to Westlake 

High School, [Westlake, Louisiana] some would be transferred to Sulphur High School 

[Louisiana] and . . . Because they were going to maintain the elementary school, but the high 

school that was grade nine through twelve, the teachers in that area were being transferred.  

When we . . . And when I used to work we . . . There were about five of us who left 

Mossville and went to Westlake High. The other high school teachers like I said were transferred 

to Sulphur High School. When we went to Westlake High School the principal was really 

receptive. But some of the faculty members appeared as though they didn't want us there. It was 

not our desire that we go there, but because of the school system, and at that time integration had 

come in to being, and they were trying to meet the federal guidelines . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: [07:06]  Were y'all the first black teachers to teach there? 

 

ROGERS:  No. There were two black teachers from when we went there. When we went 

there, I think they had been there maybe a year, maybe a couple of years. Well they had gotten 
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adjusted to them, so that was okay. But when we left Mossville High and went there, not all of 

the teachers . . . Some teachers were really, really receptive. The principal was receptive. And as 

I said, some of the teachers were really receptive. I was sandwiched between two English 

teachers. One to my left, one to my right. The teacher to my right . . . Oh she was so cooperative; 

she was so nice. She said, "Mrs. Rogers my name is . . ." I've forgotten the first name but the last 

name was Clark. And she said, "I teach eleventh and tenth grade English. If there's anything I 

can do to help you, please let me know." Okay, the other teacher to my left taught twelfth grade 

English. I believe she had all seniors. Okay. I had tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade English. And 

those students who came to me, of course it was a mixture, they were cooperative. I remember 

one day I was . . . It was my planning period.  

So I said to myself, "I'm going to go to the library," because I wanted to see when I 

would assign research papers what information the students would be able to get. And I went to 

that library and I was just browsing around and to me, of course might have just been me, it 

appeared as though the librarian thought I wanted something out of that library. So finally I said, 

"Ma'am I'm just checking to see what materials my students will be able to use once I assign the 

research paper." Because at that time the computer . . . It was in existence but not to the 

multiplicity that we have them now. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [09:39]  She just told me the food’s ready. Do you want to come back, or 

do you want to finish a little? It's up to you? 

 

ROGERS:  Okay. 
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ARSENEAULT:  We can pause it and come back. 

 

ROGERS:  Okay. Pause it. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Okay we'll pause it, and we can go eat. 

 

ROGERS:  [09:50]  Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah [break in tape]. 

 

ROGERS:  And then sometimes if you don't have the cooperation of the parents. You have a 

problem. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Right. And that was it? A lot of the parents just didn't . . . They just didn't 

have a  . . . 

 

ROGERS:  No, because some parents blame the teacher for what their child is doing or is not 

doing. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [10:10]  Right. 

 

ROGERS:  And if the truth were known it's because it starts in the home. 
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ARSENEAULT:  Right. 

 

ROGERS:  And you can’t train them when you come . . . I mean . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [10:19]  Right. I know. Well we can start there. Is that recording or no? 

 

KYLE TANGLAO:  Yeah we’re recording. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh I'm sorry. Okay so we're back with Mrs. Rogers. We were . . . We left 

off talking about . . . I think you were . . . 

 

ROGERS:  The situation at Westlake High. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. Yes. Did you want to tell us a little bit more about that? 

 

ROGERS:  [10:39]  Well I think I was talking about the day I had gone into the library, and it 

seemed to me as though I was not wanted in the library. I can see mentally the librarian just 

standing up observing me. And I'm thinking to myself, “I'm certainly not going to take anything 

out of here.” But I had gone to see what materials our library had that the students would be able 

to use to do their research. Eventually after I had looked a while I left, and I went back to the 

room. And I was just so . . . I was upset, because not that the librarian said anything to me, but it 

was the way she was looking at me. And then I calm myself down. I said, "Oh my God. That's 

life. I'm black. She's white." And I don't mean to imply that all white people exemplify that 
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attitude sometimes by what they don't say, and how they just observe you. But that's  . . . It's not 

that way with all of them because I think I said earlier, I was in between two English teachers. 

The one to my right taught tenth and eleventh grade English. The one to my left twelfth grade 

English. And of course the one to the right she was so nice. And I see her mentally. You know 

when you start reflecting on certain things? I see her. And I say to myself, "I wonder what 

happened to her?" I really don't know because I was only at Westlake High for three years.  

[13:01]  At the time, it was during the summer, I was in Dayton, Ohio with my husband. 

And I got a telephone . . . I got a . . .  What was that? An overnight letter. And the letter was 

stating: call Mr. [Russell] at the school board. And the number was indicated and about the time 

of the day that I should call. And I said to myself, "Why do I have to call him?" And I said, "I 

wonder what happened?" But the bottom line was, the first time I called he wasn't in. So I said, 

"Well, I'll wait for tomorrow." And I called and he was in. Excuse me. And I told the person who 

answered the phone. I said, "I had gotten this mail that I'm supposed to call Mr. Russell.” And I 

identified myself.  

He came to the phone and he said, "Hello." I said, "Hello." I said, "I am Gloria Rogers. I 

received this mail that I was supposed to call you." He said, "Oh yes. Oh yes." And I said, "You 

know I'm curious." He said, "I can imagine." So he said, "Mrs. Rogers we’re going to move you 

from Westlake High to Barbe High School [Lake Charles, Louisiana]." And I said, "To Barbe?" 

He said, "Yes." I said, "You know what? I like it at Westlake High now." I said, "When I first 

went there I didn't." I said, "Because the first two or three days that we were there I was a 

nervous wreck."  

[15:04]  And I explained to him why I was so nervous, because there were policemen on 

the hall. Students were . . . When it would be time for the students to change the police would 
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come out, and they would make sure that the students would not be milling around the hall but 

instead go to their classes. And I said, "At first it was something." I said, "But I'm beginning to 

like it now." He said, "Well we're assigning you to Barbe High School." And I said, "Sir, is there 

any other school that I could go to?" He said, "I believe we have enough teachers for the other 

high schools." I said, "Oh my goodness." He said, "But you would like it at Barbe." I said, "I 

don't have any choice if I can't go to another school because I need to work."  

[16:05]  So he asked me when was I coming back to Lake Charles and I told him. He 

said, "When you get to Lake Charles call the school board office and let them know when you 

will be able to meet me at Barbe High School. And he said, "I would arrange it so that I'll be able 

to meet you there then. Because you know where Barbe High School is?" I said, "Not really." I 

said, "I have an idea.” So he said . . . And he was trying to describe to me where it was but I'm 

saying to myself, "Oh I'll find out before I go." Anyway, it ended up we met at Barbe. He 

introduced me to the principal. At that time the principal was John Nicosia. He seemed like a 

really nice person. And we talked and he gave me a schedule of the classes that I would be 

teaching. And he showed me where my room would be. So he said, "You think you going to like 

it here?" I said, "Sir, I really don't know."  

But the bottom line is this: I began to like it. The students were . . . They were really nice. 

They were really nice. My being there the first couple of days that the students came, and 

mentally I'm reflecting on the first day I went to Westlake High. What a difference there was in 

the attitudes of the students. And I need to say this, not all the students at Westlake High were 

reluctant to have a black teacher. Not all of them. Some of them were really nice.  

[16:05]  And back to Barbe. My first year there I believe I was assigned to teach tenth 

and eleventh grade English. And I'm laughing because when some of the students came into the 
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room they were saying different things. I heard them I just didn't say anything. I just listened. So 

after they got settled and everything I told them who I was and blah, blah, blah. And one of the 

students said, "You know, Mrs. Rogers?" I said, "Oh you remember my name." "Yes ma'am. 

You know we were at Welsh High School [Welsh, Louisiana]." I said, "Really?" "And we ran 

the teacher off." I said, "What are you trying to tell me? You planning to run me off?" I said, "I 

don't believe." I said, "Now if I leave it's not because you will run me off." I said, "Because I 

plan to be here as long as God allows me to live." So they got blah blah blah . . .  

[19:15]  Then when I started telling them the classroom things they were supposed to do 

and shouldn’t do and blah, blah, blah. They got so quiet. I said to myself, "I'm hitting home." 

And then they start challenging me on the rules that I had given and they said, "Well suppose I 

do this? Suppose I do that?" I said, "Look, look, look. We’re terminating that discussion. I've 

already told you what my expectations are. Now, I want to know what your expectations are." 

And some of them were really, really rational. But some of them were just, you know, playing 

around. So I said, "Okay young man. Come on. We going to stop that." I said, "You know what? 

You here for a purpose and so am I." I said, "I'm here to teach you and I hope you are here to 

learn." They got very, very quiet. And I explained to them what the class was like, or what it 

would be like. And we discussed . . . I just let them talk the first day. I'm feeling my way to try to 

get some indication as to where I would have to grow to be able to meet their needs.  

And as the time progressed the students began to be so receptive and one thing I told 

them . . . Excuse me. "You can't be late for my class." "And if I'm late what are you going to 

do?" I said, "I tell you what. Find out." But you know what? When that tardy bell would ring if 

they were not in the room in their seats, I would close the door. And they would come and knock 

on the door. And I would go to the door. I said, "Do you have your excuse?" "No ma'am." "Sorry 
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you can't come in here." And they wanted to know, "Where am I going?" I said, "You need to go 

to the principal. But I tell you what. If you're not back within a certain length of time I'm going 

to call the office." So I never had any problem with that child anymore, because he was 

determined . . . I mean he was able to see that I wasn't tolerating that foolishness. And he became 

one of my very best students. No, do you want to pause? 

 

ARSENEAULT:  [21:55]  Yeah. We can pause right here. 

 

ROGERS:  Because you’re not interested in what went on at Barbe. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Oh definitely . . . We're interested in all of it. But we're just under a time 

constraint. So if you’re . . . 

 

ROGERS:  Yeah, because I . . . I mean my thinking was that you were primarily concerned 

about Mossville.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  [22:14]  Yeah well . . . We'll get . . . 

 

ROGERS:  Since this is the area. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yes. We want mostly Mossville, but also kind of like for context just all of 

your history as well. So we have questions about just you, and then questions about Mossville so 

we can kind of get an idea. 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Gloria Rogers          4700.2574       Tape 4517                                                                             12      
  
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

ROGERS:  [22:27]  Yeah. You know that was one thing I was reflecting as we were sitting at 

the table eating. There was one thing I really should have told you. When I first came here, it was 

in August of 1955. Well I told you that. But one question I had in my mind, “Why is it that 

they're busing students from Vinton Louisiana, Sulphur Louisiana, into this school right here in 

the Old Spanish Trail?” And of course at that time I know that there were not . . . Schools were 

not integrated. But I couldn't understand why these black kids in Vinton had to be bused to this 

school here, because their parents were paying taxes. Sulphur High School . . . The black kids in 

Sulphur had to be bused to this school here. In other words, they're leaving their environment in 

order to come to this school. But that's just the way the system was.  

 

ARSENEAULT:  Yeah we want to get all of that. 

 

ROGERS:  Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  So could we schedule a follow up with you for later? Maybe for some time 

next week? Yeah, we can go ahead and pause it. Just thank you so much for your time and . . . 

 

ROGERS:  Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  For sharing what you did today. 

 
 
 [24:01]  

[End Tape 4517. End Session I.]  
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