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[Begin Tape 4546. Begin Session I.] 
 
 

CHELSEA ARSENEAULT: Alright. Today is November eleventh, 2015. It's a 

Wednesday. It's actually Veteran's Day. I did not know that until I tried to go to the library this 

morning and it was closed. I'm Chelsea Arseneault with the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral 

History, and I'm here today with Ms. Marie Towner to talk about her memories growing up and 

everything that she knows about Mossville [Louisiana]. We're working in conjunction with the 

Imperial Calcasieu Museum to document the history of Mossville. So I just want to thank you for 

taking the time with us today, Ms. Marie, to share your stories.  

 

MARIE TOWNER:  [00:41]  Oh, okay.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So for the record, could you state . . . or just for the recording, really, 

could you state your full name? 

 

TOWNER: Marie Perkins Towner. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. And when and where were you born? 

 

TOWNER: Mossville . . . eleven-fourteen-thirty-eight. 
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ARSENEAULT: [01:00]  Were you born in your home? 

 

TOWNER: Yes. Yes, I was born at home. Damn, I hadn't thought about that. I mean, darn I 

hadn't thought about that. Yeah. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did your mom ever tell you your birth story? 

 

TOWNER: No. Just the last two kids. I think she had . . . well, but she went to the hospital 

with those two because they were . . . she had to have a C-section. But as far as I know, it was no 

complications with me and my oldest brother. And we lived near my grandmother, which I don't 

remember living there. I only remember living on the Old Spanish Trail. And then in 

Queensboro [suburb of Mossville], I believe, it was called. Yes, in Queensboro. My parents 

bought a home down there. Then I went to California in '61.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [02:28]  What were your parents' names? 

 

TOWNER: [Bernell?] and Grace Perkins. My mother was a Moss before she married. And 

my father's . . . I don't know . . . I didn't know his father. I don't think he even knew him. But his 

mother was Minnie Miller. And my mother's parents were Beatrice and Oliver Moss. I don't 

really . . . I really don't know that much about them, except my grandfather did a lot of farming. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Your grandfather Moss? 
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TOWNER: [Agrees] Yes. He had horses and cows and chickens and all of that kind of stuff. 

But like I said, I married really young and cut out and left [laughs].  

 

ARSENEAULT: [03:44]  What did your parents do for a living? 

 

TOWNER: My dad worked at a refinery, Conoco. For as long as I can remember he was 

working at Conoco. My mom didn't work. Yes, she didn't work at all. Oh, she ran a grocery store 

for a guy. Darn, I can't think of his name now. But that's about the only job she ever had, and that 

didn't last too long. Yes, but I guess it's kind of strange seeing Mossville no homes or nothing 

like that. But then they started buying up in Westlake [Louisiana] by the railroad track. They had 

people who living all up and down the highway, and they all sold out and most of the people 

moved either to Lake Charles [Louisiana] or out of town completely.  

I'm trying to think of the teacher's name at the school I went to. See, I didn't go to . . . The 

high school opened in '56. I was already married, had a couple kids. So I went to Mossville 

School, but it was just two rooms. And then they added another room, so that made it three. 

Wow. They had three teachers: Ms. Washington, Ms. Phillips, and Ms. Mitchell. They were the 

only three teachers that I ever had, besides after I got grown and went to . . . back and got my 

diploma.   

 

ARSENEAULT: [06:19]  Did your dad ever talk about what he did at the plant? 

 

TOWNER: No, he didn't. I don't know what he did. Couldn't have been too much of nothing, 

because he wasn't no big time hard working man [laughs]. I don't know what he did. I have no 
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idea. None. Oh, and he worked for Johnson’s Funeral Home after he retired from Conoco. Yes, 

and he did some of everything there because this is when Johnson's first started out.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Where was the funeral home? 

 

TOWNER: [07:19]  I'm thinking it may be in the same place it is now where it was then, on 

Lake Street. I haven't been by . . . Oh, I haven't seen Mr. Zeb in years, actually since my father 

passed. But he worked for him . . . well, when he first started out. Oh, and then they moved to 

California for a couple of years, and then they came back here. That's when Daddy went to work 

for Mr. Zeb. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Wow.  

 

TOWNER: And like I said, I don't know how long he worked for him, but I'm guessing until 

they moved to California for a couple of years. And after they came and moved back here, I don't 

think he did anything. He was getting a little old then.  

 

ARSENEAULT: And your mom was just a . . .  

 

TOWNER: [08:34]  Housewife.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What kind of things was she responsible for? 
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TOWNER: Nothing [laughs]. She wasn't. She would . . . Just the kids, and that was it. Just the 

kids.  

 

ARSENEAULT: How many kids? 

 

TOWNER: Four. It was four of us. Our baby sister passed back in '86, I'm thinking . . . 

somewhere like that.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [09:06]  What was the order? 

 

TOWNER: Huh? 

 

ARSENEAULT: The order of the siblings and their names.  

 

TOWNER: I am the oldest. Then there's Walter Perkins, Robert Perkins, and Patsy Perkins. 

And that was it. As far as I know, Daddy didn't have any more kids and Mother definitely didn't 

have any. So it was just the four of us. And my youngest sister passed away, I think, in '86 . . . 

something like that. Yes, and we stayed a while. We'd go down and visit Grandmother and 

Great-Grandmother. I didn't care for her too much.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Which one was that? 

 

TOWNER: [10:02]  The great-grandmother. She was mean [laughs].  
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ARSENEAULT: Was she a Towner? Or was she a Perkins? 

 

TOWNER: Oh, no. Neither one. She was a Williams.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, okay.  

 

TOWNER: Let's see what . . . the heck was she? I got a picture of them back there. I can't 

remember my grandfather. 

 

ARSENEAULT: She was grouchy? 

 

TOWNER: [10:21]  Oh, was she! 

 

ARSENEAULT: What do you remember about her? 

 

TOWNER: That she was mean [laughs]. But she was a . . . just the times. I guess she was just 

like every other great-grandmother. They'd whip you in a minute. And she did. I guess that's the 

reason I didn't like her. But my grandmother . . . Neither one of my grandmothers whipped or 

spanked us. And neither one of our grandfathers, Father either. So we had a pretty good life 

during those days. It wasn't bad at all, because like I said, Daddy was working. So life was pretty 

good for us. I think we had the first telephone in Mossville. And we had a TV. We'd have 

company every night. Yeah. 
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ARSENEAULT: Oh, they were coming over to watch the TV? 

 

TOWNER: Watch TV, [Agrees].  

 

ARSENEAULT: [11:47]  What would y'all watch? 

 

TOWNER: Oh, I don't know . . . in the '50s. Whatever it was, it went off early, so we didn't 

have to be bothered with them half of the night. But yes, it went off early. Oh gosh, what was the 

name of that show? The Texaco program with Milton Berle, that was a weekly show. And what 

else? I don't know what . . . Bringing up Father or Father Knows Best. And Red Skeleton Show. 

Shows like that.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:     Taking pictures?  

 

JAMIE DIGILORMO: Yes, sir. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:   You might get dizzy walking in there.  

 

DIGILORMO: Oh, I just came from there.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:      You might get dizzy walking up in there. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [12:53]  Do you remember what your grandparents did for a living? 
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TOWNER: Okay, my Daddy's mother was a cook.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What was her name? 

 

TOWNER: Minnie Miller . . . well, Minnie Williams Miller.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Where did she cook? 

 

TOWNER: [13:16]  It was a place called Gable Lodge.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Is that in Mossville? 

 

TOWNER: No, it was on [Highway] 90.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Near Lake Charles? 

 

TOWNER: [13:27]  No. It was between Lake Charles and Sulphur [Louisiana].  

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

TOWNER:    Yes. And it was . . . The name of it was the Gable Lodge. And my grandmother 

. . . my other grandmother, my mother's mother, was a maid there. And like I said, my 

grandfather . . . her husband was a farmer. [Mamie?] didn't have no husband, I don't think.  
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ARSENEAULT: She supported herself? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] Yes, as a cook. She worked other places, but I remembered her working 

at the Gable Lodge. That's about all I know.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [14:21]  What kind of things would your grandfather grow? 

 

TOWNER: Oh, beets. I remember him growing beets, mustard greens, cabbage, and 

watermelons. Back then I don't think they knew anything about zucchini or broccoli and nothing 

like that. I mean, he had a big area.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Where did he live? 

 

TOWNER: In Mossville. Let's see, now what is it near? Oh, it's near the church.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Mount Zion? 

 

TOWNER: [14:59]  [Agrees] Mount Zion. They owned . . . well their family owned where 

Mount Zion is. The Mosses on my grandfather's side owned most of Mossville. And my dad, 

they were from a different area. They didn't really live in Mossville. They lived between 90 and 

the railroad tracks.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Is that more Westlake? 
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TOWNER: I think so, yes. I think it would be more Westlake. It's Bayou d'Inde now, over in 

that area where Dunham and Price is. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:        Hey, where'd your friend go? Where'd your friend go? 

 

ARSENEAULT: [16:01]  I think she's outside.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:      Oh. 

 

TOWNER: But that's the area they lived in.  

 

ARSENEAULT: How did your mom and your dad meet? 

 

TOWNER: How did they meet? [laughs] I don't know. I really . . . I don't know. I have no 

idea.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [16:43]  They didn't talk about it? 

 

TOWNER: No.  

 

ARSENEAULT: I guess that was private information back then.  

 

TOWNER: I guess so. There wasn't too many places to meet.  
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ARSENEAULT: Maybe at church or something.  

 

TOWNER: [16:56]  No. I don't think my dad went to church then. I don't think . . . He wasn't 

no big time church worker when he was young. As he got older, he was. Oh, wow. I have no 

idea. I mean, absolutely none. I'll have to remember to ask somebody that. Robert . . . I'll have to 

ask my brother do he know. But I really don't. They were great parents. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Who was responsible for disciplining y'all? 

 

TOWNER: Our mother. Our daddy never spanked us, whipped us or nothing. [laughs] No, he 

never did. It was our mother, and grandmothers and great-grandmother. But that was it. We 

weren't too bad growing up. But that's about it.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So your grandfather, did he ever sell any of his vegetables or his fruit? 

 

TOWNER: [18:33] [Agrees] Yes, he sold most of them. And he hauled the water in a barrel   

. . . in barrels.  

 

ARSENEAULT: From a well? 

 

TOWNER: No. It was from a hole, a very deep, deep hole. They had several of them back 

there. It was off of Coach Williams Road is now, over in that area.  
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ARSENEAULT: Was it private property? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees] I don't know . . . No. I think it belonged to . . . at that time it belonged 

to the railroad. It wasn't . . . As far as I know it wasn't private. Well I guess they would be private 

property if it belonged to the railroad. But I think that's who those holes belonged to. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [19:36]  So they were kind of like community? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. That's what I was curious . . .  

 

TOWNER: When we would take the clothes down there and wash them . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: What was it called? 

 

TOWNER: [19:47]  Dynamite hole. They'd take their tubs down there, rub boards, and 

brought soap and washed, and then hang them out to dry and all that. And then the ones that 

didn't want to go down there, my grandfather would haul a barrel of water. I think it was about 

fifteen cents then [laughs] for a barrel of water.  

 

ARSENEAULT: That's what he charged? 
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TOWNER: Yes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: How would he do it? Just put it on a buggy? 

 

TOWNER: [20:35]  How would he get the water out? With a bucket. He had some kind of 

thing rigged up on a tree and it was a . . . and then he had a long board, I think, on it with a rope 

and a bucket. And he would . . . How in the heck would he do that? I don't know, but it was some 

kind of way he would work that. Like an arm to dip that water out and then bring it out and pour 

it in the barrel. And that's . . . Yes, that's the way he got it out. And he'd dip it out bucket by 

bucket, I guess, when he got it to the house. Darn, I should have asked my brothers all of these 

questions because their memory is better than mine.  

 

ARSENEAULT: I can interview them, too.  

 

TOWNER: I doubt that [laughs].  

 

ARSENEAULT: They don't want to talk? 

 

TOWNER: [21:37]  No. No, I don't think they would.  

 

ARSENEAULT: I'll just have to come back and do another one with you.  

 

TOWNER: And I'll have them here. There's a lot of things they remember and I don't, 
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because my baby brother, he lived a lot with our grandmother that lived in Westlake. And then 

Walter was hanging around with my grandfather, because he had horses and things like that and 

Walter loved them.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So your grandfather who had the garden, he also had . . . 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] Horses, cows, all of that . . . chickens. Yes, he had all of that. Whatever 

it took to live, that's what he had, that's what he raised. And my grandmother would can some of 

it that he didn't sell.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [22:43]  How would he sell it? 

 

TOWNER: I don't know. In the bunch. If it was some type of grain, he'd sell that in a bunch 

like you get in the markets now. And the watermelons just like they are now, by the piece. Oh, 

and he sold sweet potatoes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Did he sell them in Mossville?  

 

TOWNER: Mossville, Westlake, all . . . that was just an area. And Sulphur. He had a horse 

and wagon [laughs]. 

 

ARSENEAULT: He sold it off the horse and off the wagon? 
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TOWNER: [23:15]  Yes. That's how he sold it. Oh, shucks. He had a horse and a wagon. He 

was living good [laughs]. The women would just about know what day he was coming by, and 

they'd be looking out for him. Oh, shucks. But then during those days I think everybody had 

some type of little garden. But he had a big one. And I think he raised hay for his horses and all 

of that. I can't think of the store in Westlake or the one in Sulphur that they did their grocery 

shopping. Like, that was an all day job on Saturdays. Grandfather would hook up the horses, 

hook up the wagon and they'd go to the store. And that was an all day job. It would be a couple 

of women that would go at one time.  

 

ARSENEAULT: He would take people into town? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] Yes, downtown Sulphur down by the railroad track. Darn, I can't . . . I 

don't know the name of that store. But that was the main stop. But all of that's changed now.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [25:22]  What kinds of things are they getting at the store? 

 

TOWNER: Like cold cuts and meat, fresh meat. Maybe something that they didn't have 

already smoked. But they didn't have no deep freezer. No, they'd smoke their meat. My 

grandfather used to smoke ours with my grandmothers. And they had hogs, cows, and they'd 

butcher at a certain time of the year and cure that meat. And it would last for a long time, until 

the next killing.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you remember it? 
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TOWNER: [26:06]  Yes, some of it. I got a picture in there . . . what was it? My sister-in-law 

or somebody in there cleaning chitterlings.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Now, just for the record, what are chitterlings? 

 

TOWNER: That's the insides of a hog. Yes, really nasty.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What would y'all do with them? 

 

TOWNER: [26:27]  Cook them. You talking about smell . . . that was an awful smell. That 

was an awful smell.  

 

ARSENEAULT: The chitterlings? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] Yes, back then. Now you have to pay for them. They used to give them 

away.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Who would butcher the . . .  

 

TOWNER: My grandfather. Then my husband's father, they would butcher. They didn't have 

any beef, but they had hogs and they would butcher. They had a special time of year, but I done 

forgot what time of year it was.  
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ARSENEAULT: [27:30]  Butchering season.  

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] Yes. So it wasn't . . . Like I say, it wasn't too bad if . . . And when they 

butchered, neighbors got meat and all of that. What was left over . . . Well when my grandfather 

would butcher he would smoke it, like hams, and they'd make their own sausage. And what else 

did they make? I think that's about it. Just the sausage, and the hams, and then roasts and things 

like that.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Was there any part of the pig that they didn't use? 

 

TOWNER: No. From the tail to the snout and the nose.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [28:49]  They used it all.  

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] Yes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Nothing went to waste.  

 

TOWNER: No. Well they'd pickle the pig feet. They'd cut those off and put them in vinegar 

and something else and pickle them. They had to sit there for a while. My grandmother did quite 

a bit of . . . I don't know if it was storing food or what it was. All I know is during the winter 

months everybody ate. So like I say, it wasn't too bad. At least we weren't. Oh, and my 

grandfather made moonshine. Sure did. Even the police used to come by and buy a bottle. I'm 
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not kidding. You see, he made that good stuff and the . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: [29:58]  Was this during prohibition? 

 

TOWNER: No. This was just back in the . . . I guess the '30s and '40s. And one of them was 

the head policeman in Lake Charles. They’d say . . . Well his dad come out there and buy 

alcohol.  

 

ARSENEAULT: How'd he make it? 

 

TOWNER: I have no . . . I wish I did know. [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT: It's a secret recipe.  

 

TOWNER: No. He didn't write no recipe or nothing like that. I have no idea. None 

whatsoever. Next time you see Butch, ask him. He might know. [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT: [30:39]  One of his customers? 

 

TOWNER: Oh, no. Butch was too young. But yeah, he made moonshine.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 2:   My Mama moved what, in 1956, '55 . . .  
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ARSENEAULT: What? 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 2:    . . . you moved to California? 

 

TOWNER:  No! '61.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:       [30:57]  I wasn't even there yet.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 2:         But you know, it just sucks. Oh, here comes some other 

matriarchs of Mossville.  

 

TOWNER:  [31:05]  Who? 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 2:         Your daughter and your cousin . . . I mean, your niece. Now 

you see them two, they can tell you something.  

 

TOWNER: Who? 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:         [Debbie?] and [Chucky?].  

 

TOWNER:   Oh.  

 

ARSENEAULT:   Do we need to pause it? 
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TOWNER: You can.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:         [31:21]  That [Baybay?], she'll tell you a whole bunch of 

stories.  

 

TOWNER:    They done talked to [Baybay?].  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:         Oh really? 

 

TOWNER:   [Agrees] 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 2:         And they still got ears? 

  

TOWNER:   [31:26]  Oh wait a minute. Lenoria Ambrose. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:         That's [Baybay?]. She got about twenty names. 

 

ARSENEAULT: You want to pause it, Jamie? 

 

DIGILORMO: Sure. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 
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LENORIA AMBROSE: [31:39]  Because who was James? That was Jasper Moss's dad. 

Wasn't it?  

 

TOWNER:  Oh okay, then that was . . .  

 

AMBROSE:      [ . . . ?] Jack's daddy? James? 

 

TOWNER:     I thought his name was Jack.  

 

AMBROSE:        Oh, Jack? 

 

TOWNER:      Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:      [31:54]  Oh well then they both are probably from James Moss. I mean, they 

gave them . . . James Moss gave them the property. So maybe James Moss was Jack Moss's 

brother. 

 

TOWNER:      Well it would have to be. Everybody was related. 

 

AMBROSE:      Yes. Because we're trying to figure out how granny . . . because she was a 

Moss and she was part of that family. But we don't know exactly who . . . if they were her 

brothers, because [Web?] Moss, lived with she and [Isom?] Perkins. When they got married and 

he lived in their home. 
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TOWNER:     Who? 

 

AMBROSE:      [32:29]  [Web?] Moss.  

 

TOWNER:      Oh, okay. 

 

AMBROSE:      And that's who Daddy bought his property from, [Web?] Moss. 

 

TOWNER:      Okay. 

 

AMBROSE:      And [Web?] Moss was one of the deacons . . .  

 

TOWNER:      At the . . .  

 

AMBROSE:      [32:39]  . . . at Mount Zion. One of the first deacons.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 2:        Oh! That should have been nineteen . . . what? 

 

AMBROSE:      Eighteen. So don't know whether [Web?] Moss was her brother or who he was. 

We know it was Ken, but we don't know if that was a nephew or a brother.  

 

TOWNER:      I have no idea. 
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AMBROSE: So Jack and James was part of that same family, granny's family.  

 

TOWNER: [33:05]  Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: But we don't know if they were sisters or brothers.  

 

TOWNER: I think Jack Moss was paw paw's . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Dad. 

 

TOWNER: . . . Daddy. And Uncle Jack and the rest of the brothers and sisters . . .  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:         [loud screech]  It ain't going nowhere.  

 

AMBROSE: Oh. 

 

TOWNER: [33:21]  Go back in there! 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:          I just wanted to get you a little love. I want to listen to what 

you guys talking about. 

 

TOWNER: We ain’t going to say nothing. [laughter] 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Marie Towner & Lenoria Ambrose          4700.2595          Tape 4546                                   24 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:         See. 

 

DIGILORMO: That's how they do you.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:         [33:38]  Yes, exactly.  

 

TOWNER: Oh, yes. I have no idea . . .  

 

AMBROSE: But that's why we were trying to find some papers or . . . I guess I'm going to look 

and see if the church . . . if they have the church deed, and see what I can figure out on the 

church deed. I've got to ask Ricky if he knows where it is, because it may have . . .  

 

TOWNER: Who gave the church their property? 

 

AMBROSE: [34:03]  James Moss. 

 

TOWNER: James Moss. 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. 

 

TOWNER: Oh, Jim Moss. 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees] 
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TOWNER: [34:08]  That was Pete's daddy.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Who owned . . . who had the post office? 

 

AMBROSE: The [Purdys?]. 

 

TOWNER: Post office? 

 

AMBROSE: Oh, the Post office . . . that was a Rigmaiden. Wasn't that Jake Rigmaiden when 

they did his store or something? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees] 

 

AMBROSE: [34:24]  They said it was in a store.  

 

TOWNER: Must have been uncle Ira's, Ira Garett.  

  

ARSENEAULT: Someone told me Jim Moss had the post office.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay, then that's Pete's daddy. That's Pete Moss' daddy. 

 

TOWNER: I didn't think any of them people knew how to read.  
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AMBROSE: [34:45]  Well how did grandpa, and grandma, and all them learn how to read and 

write? 

 

TOWNER: I have no idea.  

 

AMBROSE: Grandma Perkins read and wrote letters [ . . . ?] [write?]. 

 

TOWNER: Yes, I know.  

 

AMBROSE: I assume granny could read and write.  

 

TOWNER: [35:04]  I don't know.  

 

AMBROSE: Grandma Towner read and write . . . I mean could read and write. Now I know 

how she learned to read and write. She went to school with her daddy's children. When the 

teachers came and would teach them, they taught her. That's how she learned. But Grandma 

Perkins . . . and I don't know how they learned, but they all . . .  

 

TOWNER: Learned to read and write. 

 

AMBROSE: They were literate. So maybe James Perkins could . . . James Moss. That's who 

gave the land. Well that's Jim Moss, Pete's daddy. 
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TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: [35:43]  So maybe he could read and write, too. I don't know. 

 

TOWNER: Maybe so. 

 

AMBROSE: I need to get a copy of that to see if he signed his name, or . . . because I'm sure he 

would have had to sign his name at some point. 

 

TOWNER: To the deed? 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. Uncle [Irvin?] wrote. He could write. All of them. Grandpa . . . [?] was 

secretary of the church.  

 

TOWNER: [36:10]  Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees] And I hate it so much because when uncle [Irvin?] died and they went 

over there and cleaned out his stuff, Bobby was over there with him and she said she 

remembered they had these ledgers and they had all kind of rules and regulations in there. She 

said she was a little girl but she remembered reading on how far you had to be from the church to 

spit, because people would chew tobacco during that time. How far you had to be from the 

church.  
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UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:   That’s like they're smoking now. 

 

AMBROSE: Yes, how far you had to be away from the church to smoke. All those rules and 

regulations was in that book. But they ended up burning them because Daddy didn't realize the 

value . . . how valuable they were or they could have been. So they would just clean out uncle 

[Irvin's?] things and they tossed them when [Irvin?] was a secretary. So a lot of that stuff he 

wrote or people prior to him, the church secretary prior to him, they wrote all these rules. So the 

church always had rules and regulations. And when I say how far away you had to be from the 

church to spit, then after thinking about it I said, "Well that's true," because a lot of them did 

chew tobacco.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:       [37:15]  You writing down what she said? 

 

DIGILORMO:  Oh, no. 

 

AMBROSE: And they couldn't spit right around the church. 

 

DIGILORMO:  [ . . . ?] I'm just taking a couple of notes. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:       Okay. I was just wondering. 

 

TOWNER: [37:23]  That makes sense.  
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AMBROSE: Yes. So I said, "Oh boy, [ . . . ?] sorry being through all that stuff away that would 

have been invaluable what we could have found." So that's why I wanted to go through the 

church. Some of the records they have still at the church. But they're so dusty when I go in that 

room it makes my nose runny, makes me feel bad. But I'm going to try to go in there so that I can 

. . . I can see what else I can find before they get through with all their history.  

 

TOWNER: Oh, okay. 

 

AMBROSE: But did you tell her where your grandparents came from right along the side of 

the railroad tracks? 

 

TOWNER: [38:04]  [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: What was it called down there? 

 

TOWNER: Well it . . . Bayou d'Inde. 

 

AMBROSE: That was Bayou d'Inde. So, okay, where was it where those others . . . those . . . 

on Highway 90, that was called something too. That was called Bayou d'Inde. But where those 

Hayes were, Ms. Hayes and them, was that called something too? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees] 
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AMBROSE: [38:27]  Across the road from where your grandmother . . .  

 

TOWNER: It was always . . . 

 

AMBROSE: Bayou d'Inde. 

 

TOWNER: Well they didn't say Bayou d'Inde. They just said Bayou [Pronounced “Buy”] 

d'Inde.  

 

AMBROSE: I never knew it was Bayou d'Inde.  

 

TOWNER: [38:38]  I didn't either. 

 

AMBROSE: I was grown and married. All they said was "Buy d'Inde".  

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] It's all the same really. [laughs] 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. But it's Bayou d'Inde. 

 

TOWNER: [38:51]  [Agrees] Now you wouldn't even know it was any homes down there. 

 

AMBROSE: No markers. I’m just so sorry we didn’t go and take pictures of all the places and 

names. I’m just so sorry I didn’t do that. I tried to get Butch to go with me, but then he decided 
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he would take somebody from the TV station. When they came out there to interview them . . . 

what is his name from KPLC? He took him. But I wanted to go to each place and take a picture 

of where the house was in the family, because I started a sort of like map down Highway . . . 

down the Old Spanish Trail where each person stayed in reference to what’s there now.  

 

TOWNER: [39:37]  Oh, okay.  

 

AMBROSE: But then [Carl?] would have to help me.  

 

TOWNER: That would have been nice.  

 

AMBROSE: Yes, because he came . . . [Carl?] kind of helped me with some of them. 

 

TOWNER: Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE: [39:43]  Well, because I couldn't remember where Low Top Inn was. I knew it 

was past Conoco, but before you got to Trousdale Road, but I couldn't remember exactly where. 

So then he told me it was the . . . the church, the Sullivans. And I remember uncle Irvin's wife     

[ . . . ?] 

 

ARSENEAULT: I'm trying to clip you, Ms. Lenoria so we can get you. 

 

AMBROSE: Oh no, I don't want to . . .  
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ARSENEAULT: I think it will be good. And I can ask questions and I'll just be off the tape. 

I think . . . Because you're saying all this useful stuff.  

 

AMBROSE: [40:20]  Well I'm talking to her. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you mind? 

 

TOWNER: You can go ahead on.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you care? I think it will be good. I need to get both of y'all. 

 

AMBROSE: But what I want . . . what I got confused was where Low Top Inn was and 

Trousdale Road, because I remember uncle Irvin's wife Aunt [Maime?], her people lived up 

there. Before you get to Trousdale Road, it was a big old house that didn't have any paintings as 

far as I can remember, with a porch all the way across the front. And [Carlin?] gave me the 

name, but I didn't write it down. I'll have to call him back and get it. But that's where her . . . It 

was her sister, her auntie, and her grandmother. That family lived in that house. But he remember 

the people and everything, the names and everything. 

 

TOWNER: [41:15]  Oh, well they must have been related to him.  

 

AMBROSE: I don't know. Did you talk to Carl Rigmaiden? Have you interviewed him? You 

need to interview him too.  
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ARSENEAULT: I talked to Ms. Carolyn Rigmaiden. 

 

AMBROSE:    That's his sister.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

AMBROSE: But Carl [Ray?] can give you some information, too. But he told me who they 

were, because I couldn't remember the family name. I just knew Aunt [Maime?] lived there that 

was some relative of hers, but I couldn't remember the family name. But I knew it was past 

Sullivan’s. That much I knew. Past the Scotts. But before you get to Trousdale Road.  

 

TOWNER: [41:59]  I don't . . . I can't remember who . . . no big house over in that area. 

 

AMBROSE: It kind of sat up on a hill, like . . . I know it was on piers, but it sat up.  

 

TOWNER: Okay. What is . . . oh, that Gasaway girl . . .  Evelyn Gasaway's husband's last 

name? Do you remember? 

 

AMBROSE: They're from Westlake. Shelton. They're the Sheltons, because that's her name 

now, Shelton.  

 

TOWNER: [42:36]  No. Yes, I know, but it wasn't the Sheltons. I know exactly who you're 

talking about. 
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AMBROSE: You remember now what I'm talking about? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: But I can't remember their . . .  

 

TOWNER: No.  

 

AMBROSE: [42:49]  I'm going to have to go find my paper where I had started it and see . . . 

call Carl Ray and let him tell me who they are again. And then when I went down Trousdale 

Road, I remember it had the [Eglins?], Roy Mayfield and the Bryants. And then on the other side 

of the road was . . . over the corner was Joy Hill, and I forgot with the swamp house, and Patty. 

But now that was all I remembered on that side of the road, Patty Moss. She lived kind of in the 

front. And the swamp house was further back. 

 

TOWNER: She didn't have Joy Hill then? 

 

AMBROSE: Joy Hill was on the corner. Wasn’t it?  

 

TOWNER:  I don’t know. 

 

AMBROSE:  It was on the corner of Trousdale and Old Spanish Trail. They call her place the 

swamp house. Now she might have had Joy Hill. 
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TOWNER: She had Joy Hill. 

 

AMBROSE: [43:48]  Well, on that corner.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: Okay. But he told me that Joy Hill was owned by a white man. 

 

TOWNER: Joy Hill? 

 

AMBROSE: [43:55]  [Sir Reese?]. Yes, he told me that it was a white fellow that owned it, but 

it was black patrons, and it was always run by blacks.  

 

TOWNER: Carl Ray told you that? 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees] 

 

TOWNER: Really? 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees] 

 

TOWNER: [44:11]  Well he'd know.  
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AMBROSE: But then, of course, because of Patty, I guess she worked there, or took it over, or 

rented it or something.  

 

TOWNER: I don't know. But Ms. Patty had it for a long time, because that [ . . . ?], they was 

running it and stole one night. Stole more money from that woman. And that's how they went to 

Galveston [Texas] on a bus trip. 

 

AMBROSE: Lord have mercy. 

 

TOWNER: [44:41]  Sure did. [laughs] 

 

AMBROSE: Because Ms. Patty paid for it.  

 

TOWNER: Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: But I remember those families on that . . . on Trousdale. 

 

TOWNER: Darn, I can't remember who it was. 

 

AMBROSE: [44:53]  But I don't know why I said he was . . . there was some [Reese?] was the 

owner who owned it. 

 

TOWNER: I'm going to call [Tegan?] and see if he'll remember. 
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AMBROSE: Yes. He may remember. 

 

TOWNER: You can't remember somebody called T. 

 

AMBROSE: Yes, that's true. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [45:05]  Who's T? 

 

AMBROSE: Thomas Porter. Have you interviewed him? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Not yet. I saw his paintings, though . . . some of his paintings. 

 

AMBROSE: That was Johnny Comeaux's . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh. 

 

AMBROSE: [45:17] . . . paintings you saw. T doesn't paint, does he? 

 

TOWNER: Not that I know of.  

 

AMBROSE: I never knew him to paint. 

 

TOWNER: He decorates. 
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AMBROSE: Yes. 

 

TOWNER: [45:24]  Yes, he used to decorate. 

 

AMBROSE: But I've never known him to paint. But I bet that was Johnny Comeaux. Where'd 

you see his paintings at? His daughter's house? 

 

ARSENEAULT: The Mossville reunion.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay. That was Johnny.  

 

ARSENEAULT: He's a Mossville painter, Johnny Comeaux? 

 

TOWNER: [45:41]  Really?  

 

AMBROSE: Johnny? Oh yes. They had some of his paintings here in . . . in fact, I had 

something out of the paper. I'll have to see if I can find it. He was displayed here over on . . . 

what is the old first ward school? 

 

TOWNER: [?] ever made it back? 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  No, I’m fixing to call her. She got to be at work for three. 
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TOWNER:  I know it. 

 

AMBROSE: Here in Lake Charles? His paintings were on display. He started painting . . . I 

didn't know in school that he painted. He was one of our star basketball players. And he went off 

and went to the military and when he got out the military he started . . . he never came back 

home to stay. But he started painting, and his paintings are quite expensive from what I 

understand now.  

 

TOWNER: [46:30]  Oh, I didn't know that. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 2:     Grandpa built some kind of [Pelican Inn?] motel on Highway 

90. 

 

TOWNER: [?], go away.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 2:      I'm just giving you some history my daddy told me. 

 

AMBROSE:   Your grandpa built a whole bunch of things around here, from Deridder to the 

Port of Lake Charles. He's talking about my grandfather. He was a . . .  

 

TOWNER: Carpenter. 

 

AMBROSE:     [46:59]  . . . carpenter and worked for contractors. He was responsible over on 
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the lake front where they have all these mansions and everything, and out at Big Lake. He built a 

dock that's still there today where they would moor their boats and things. Daddy . . . my 

grandfather helped build that . . . well, built it. And I think his name is in the . . . Butch said he 

was going to take me down there to see it.  

 

TOWNER: Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees] His name is etched in the concrete.  

 

TOWNER: Oh wow. I didn't know that.  

 

AMBROSE: Yes. 

 

TOWNER: [47:32]  [ . . . ?] there's a lot of things I don't know.  

 

AMBROSE: Well you start talking, you start talking about all those old things. But okay, then 

Jim Moss has . . . getting back to the post office. If Jim Moss had the post office and it was 

probably down on our end somewhere where he lived. 

 

TOWNER: No. 

 

AMBROSE: Where did he live? 
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TOWNER:   [47:52]  The post office is down there by . . . You don't remember uncle Garrett   

. . . I mean . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Ira Garrett. 

 

TOWNER: . . . Ira Garrett, do you? 

 

AMBROSE: Well, yes.  

 

TOWNER: You do? 

 

AMBROSE: [48:01]  Yes, across the . . . by the railroad track. 

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. 

 

TOWNER: That's where the post office was. 

 

AMBROSE: Okay. So that's where he had it then. 

 

TOWNER: [48:07]  Yes. 
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AMBROSE: And that would be ideal, because it's right by the train tracks.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: That would have been ideal. Well we had quite a few stores in Mossville . . . 

canteens and . . . Because the ones I remember was Ira Garrett's store and Martill had a store, 

Jake Rigmaiden had a store.  

 

TOWNER: [48:32]  Jake Rigmaiden had a store? 

 

AMBROSE: Yes, right there in front of their house. Yes, to the west of their house, right in 

front of where those apartments are . . . were. Right in front of there. 

 

TOWNER: That ain't Jake.  

 

AMBROSE: Not Jake. 

 

TOWNER: That was . . . 

 

AMBROSE: [48:47]  That was Josh.  

 

TOWNER: Girl, you getting me all confused.  
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AMBROSE: I'm sorry. Josh Rigmaiden. I'm always saying Jake, but it's Josh. Josh Rigmaiden. 

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: He had a store. And who else? Ms. [?] had a store. 

 

TOWNER: [49:00]  Yes. And those people on Prater Road.  

 

AMBROSE: The . . . I know who you're talking about. What was their name? They had a 

Creole name. Because they sold meat and everything. Rougeau’s. 

 

TOWNER: Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: The Rougeau’s. Those were the stores. Well, I guess Aunt Martill’s wasn't really 

a store. 

 

TOWNER: Was what? 

 

AMBROSE:  [49:44]  Aunt Martill’s, was that really a store or more a canteen? 

  

TOWNER: No, it was a store. 

 

AMBROSE: She had meat and everything in there? 
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TOWNER: [Agrees] Yes, it was a store. 

 

AMBROSE: And then cousin [Edie?] had a canteen. And [Martine?] had a little canteen and 

barbershop. Ms. Freelow had a canteen. 

 

TOWNER: Ms. who? 

 

AMBROSE: Ms. Freelow . . . the Freelow’s, that's where we used to go slip off of campus and 

go to her canteen. 

 

TOWNER: [50:15]  Well that was after '61. And Ms. Lula. 

 

AMBROSE: Ms. Lula Lyons, she had the first big canteen, and that was right across the street 

from the swimming pool.  

 

TOWNER: School, yes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [50:27]  Where was Purdy's? 

 

TOWNER: It was across from Bel Air, right around that Trousdale Road. It was over in that 

area.  

 

ARSENEAULT: You were the first one to work there? 
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TOWNER: Me and . . . Well my aunt, yes.  

 

AMBROSE: Gladys Marie Perkins . . .  

 

TOWNER: Girl, my name ain't no Gladys. [laughs] 

 

AMBROSE: . . . Towner. The first employee of Purdy's Drug Store, along with her aunt, Anna 

Williams, where she spent all of her money on comic books and true confessions [laughs]. 

 

TOWNER: [51:09]  [laughs]  Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: I thought that was so funny. Oh, gosh. And then I think I told you my thing that 

my dad had the first . . . he had a grocery store down by Bel Air, and he had a washateria, a 

laundry, and a furniture store. I didn't . . . I don't remember the furniture store. But everybody 

tells me that he had . . . And I don't know why I don't remember that. I remember the grocery 

store. 

 

TOWNER: That's right. You know, I forgot about that. Mr. [Picard?] had that first, didn't he? 

 

AMBROSE: Did he? That's what someone told me.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. 
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AMBROSE: [51:48]  The grocery store.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. That's right. Mother worked there. 

 

AMBROSE: Okay.  

 

TOWNER: Darn. Mother had two jobs then. [laughs]  

 

AMBROSE: He had . . . And I don't remember what kind of furniture he had because I don't 

remember . . .  

 

TOWNER: [52:04]  Because it wasn't that big. 

 

AMBROSE: No. Well it was next door. 

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE:    The store was here across the street that separated, I guess, their house from the 

. . . was the furniture store. It was two separate buildings. 

 

TOWNER: Yes, but they didn't live down there.  

 

AMBROSE: [52:25]  They lived behind the grocery store in some apartments. There was a 
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house and then some apartments that EJ and his wife stayed in. 

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: Mr. Williams, Mary Jean's daddy, his wife . . . he and his wife . . . I don't 

remember what his first name was. But he was a Williams. [ . . . ?] Mary Jean. They were those 

apartments in the back.  

 

TOWNER: Yes, I know . . . I remember the apartment, but I don't remember . . .  

 

AMBROSE: And he had a house right back here. That's where I had to used to go to leave from 

Sunday school from church and go there. 

 

TOWNER: [53:06]  [laughs]  Oh, because you know they had a house next door to us. 

 

AMBROSE: That was the house I remember most of all. But this was . . . I don't know if this 

was before that house or after, but I know I had to leave church and go down to that house. 

 

TOWNER: Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. 

 

TOWNER: Mount Zion?  
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AMBROSE: [53:22]  Yes.  

 

TOWNER: You didn't walk, did you? 

 

AMBROSE: No. 

 

TOWNER: Oh, okay.  

 

AMBROSE: He brought me down there. And then he was the first black to run for police juror, 

Gradis Braxton. And then Ms. [Reesa Mae?], did they have a store or was it just a canteen? 

 

TOWNER: [53:46]  See that was after I left. 

 

AMBROSE: Down there in Lincoln Heights? 

 

TOWNER: That was after I left.  

 

AMBROSE: [Reesie?] and EJ Mouton. They had a . . .  

 

TOWNER: Who had the night club? 

 

AMBROSE: [53:58]  EJ and somebody were in partnership with a night club, and then Tisha 

and her husband had a night club . . . the same . . . that was in Bel Air. They were next door to 
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each other. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do y'all remember any musicians who would come to Mossville? 

 

AMBROSE: Oh, God. That was at the Paradise, at Mr. Valery Montgomery's business. He had 

everybody from James Brown, Bobby Blue Bland . . .  

 

TOWNER: B.B. King. 

 

AMBROSE: B.B. King. What's his name? Anybody who was somebody during those times. 

That was during the '60s. 

 

TOWNER: Yes, the late '50s 

 

AMBROSE: [54:43]  '70s, '50s. I don't remember the '60s, because I always wanted to go, but 

was too young to get to see anybody. He had . . . 

 

TOWNER: Oh, Fats Domino . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Yes, Fats Domino. 

 

TOWNER: . . . was there.  
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ARSENEAULT: Wow. 

 

AMBROSE: Chuck Berry. The same ones that they would have over at [Balls?] Auditorium 

they would have out there. And what was his name? He was so good looking. He was the best 

looking thing. Well, I’ll talk a little bit more. It will come to my mind. I’m trying to think of 

some other artists he had during those times.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [55:26]  How would he advertise the . . .  

 

AMBROSE: I'm sure he had it on . . . We had a radio station here called KLK in Lake Charles, 

and we had a man by the name of Bubba Lutcher. He was the biggest, hottest thing on the radio 

during those times. So I'm sure a lot of it was on the radio. No TV advertisements . . .  

 

TOWNER: No. 

 

AMBROSE: . . . during that time.  

 

AMBROSE: Maybe some had . . .  

 

TOWNER: No TV. 

 

AMBROSE: . . . been . . . Exactly . . . in the American Press. But most of them was through . . . 

via the . . .  
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TOWNER: [55:56]  Word of mouth. 

 

AMBROSE: . . . radio. Word of mouth and radio. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Was there a black newspaper? 

 

AMBROSE: No.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Did Mossville have its own paper? 

 

AMBROSE: [56:02]  No. I don't remember ever having its own paper. We all read the . . . had 

the American Press delivered to us. And anything that happened, of course, in Mossville was in 

the American Press, or Mossville, Westlake, Sulphur, Vinton, they carried everything, all the 

news. Jackie Wilson, Otis Redding . . . those are some more people who played there. I don't 

remember Ray Charles ever being there. You remember Ray Charles ever being there? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees] 

 

AMBROSE: Millie Jackson, she was another one that was there . . . female artist. And I don't 

know if Clarence Carter . . . He had a lot of R&B artists. There was some blues artists, but 

Bobby Blue Bland was the biggest  . . . and B.B. King were the biggest that I remember. And 

Bobby Blue Bland was there quite a bit. He was there more than once.  
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TOWNER: I think so. 

 

AMBROSE: [57:22]  He was there on a regular basis. Wilson Pickett. I'm trying to think who 

else was there.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Where did the artists stay when they were in town? 

 

AMBROSE: I don't know. I assume that they . . .  

 

TOWNER: Probably over here in Lake Charles.  

 

AMBROSE: Somewhere in . . . Yeah, because we didn't have a . . . well, we had a motel at 

Mossville, but I'm sure they didn't stay there. They probably . . . they either stayed there or on 

their buses, or they came in to perform and went on to the next destination. But I would think 

that they stayed somewhere here in Lake Charles, because we had no facilities over there for 

them to stay overnight. There was several . . . During those times, I guess they would have had to 

stay at the black hotels over here, because I don't think they . . . during those times they weren't 

allowed to stay in the white hotels. And there were several black hotels in the area during . . . 

back then. 

 

TOWNER: [58:31]  Did [Balls?] have one?  

 

AMBROSE: [Balls?] . . .  
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TOWNER: A hotel? 

 

AMBROSE: . . . did not.  

 

TOWNER: They didn't have a hotel? 

 

AMBROSE: [Disagrees] No, they didn't. They just had the auditorium and the fried chicken 

place. But they had . . . Now they may have stayed at [Asanto's?], which was a white-owned 

motel up on Broad Street. Then they had Valery's Motel down on Enterprise by the freeway 

where Popeye's is now. Those are the ones that I remember. But that was in the '60s after I was 

married. So whether they stayed at those back during that time, I don't know. I'm trying to think 

of some of the other artists that we had.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [59:26]  Did Mr. Valery ever put out posters? 

 

AMBROSE: Oh, yeah. They had posters. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Who was the artist? 

 

AMBROSE: For all the artists they would have posters. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Who drew them? 
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AMBROSE: [59:35]  They were made by some company here in Lake Charles or Sulphur. 

They weren't hand drawn that I can remember. They had a lot of companies that did posters, like 

for school activities and that kind of stuff. But they were not . . . that I remember. Now maybe 

there were some that I didn't know about, but I think . . . They all look like they were . . . Did you 

ever see any of those posters a long time ago? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees] I don't remember.  

 

AMBROSE: They were just regular posters. Mostly it was word of mouth and radio. I don’t 

really know how many posters he put out. I just remember seeing a few. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:00:16]  Were there any local musicians? 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. We had Cookie and the Cupcakes. We had [Little Alfred?]. We had . . . the 

one [Don't Mess with my Tutu?] [Black and Sydney?].  

 

TOWNER: Who's the one . . . Robert [Body's?] band? They have something every September. 

 

AMBROSE: [Buzu Chavis?] 

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: He was more Zydeco. 
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TOWNER: Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:00:58]  He was from Mossville? 

 

AMBROSE: No. He was from Lake Charles. These are all that I'm naming from Lake Charles. 

I don't remember any bands in . . .  

 

TOWNER: In Mossville? 

 

AMBROSE: . . . in Mossville. We had musicians. 

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: But I don't remember . . .  

 

TOWNER: [1:01:14]  No bands.  

 

AMBROSE: And we had gospel singers. We had gospel quartets. But I don't remember any 

bands that really played anywhere. 

 

TOWNER: Lee and Uncle [Hooker?] [laughs]  

 

AMBROSE: They played music? See, that was before my time.  
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TOWNER: Oh.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:01:33]  That was Lee [Verdine?]? 

 

TOWNER: Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay. And Hooker was Williams? Last name Williams? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: So what did they play? 

 

TOWNER: [1:01:41]  Guitar. 

 

AMBROSE: Both of them? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: So did they play in the clubs? 

 

TOWNER: No. 

 

AMBROSE: [1:01:48]  Where'd they play? 
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TOWNER: Wherever they got drunk at.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay. I know we had a lot of . . .  

 

TOWNER: Wherever they got drunk, that's where they played. [laughs] 

 

AMBROSE: I know we had a lot of musicians, especially people who play piano. But most of 

them played in the churches. I didn't know we had any . . . 

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: . . . R&B aficionados. Okay. What was Hooker's first name? 

 

TOWNER: [1:02:15]  James.  

 

AMBROSE: James Hooker. 

 

TOWNER: James Williams. 

 

AMBROSE: James Hooker Williams and Lee [Verdine?]. Well let me see if I can think of 

something else . . . somebody else who played music. Garfield [Verdine?], he was one of my 

contemporaries. He was a year or two older than me. He was in our school band. He later on 

went to play professional . . . music professionally. He was a pianist. 
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TOWNER: Did you get Zoe? 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:     [1:02:46]  Yes. She said she about to come. 

 

AMBROSE: And he played with some renowned artist. I'd probably have to ask Joanne who he 

played with. But he played with some professionals. He was in California, and he came back 

here and stayed for a while. He would leave and go and play with the . . . whatever the group 

was, and he'd come back home before he died. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:        Who was that? 

 

AMBROSE:   [1:03:14]  Garfield [Verdine?].  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:      Who? 

 

AMBROSE: Garfield [Verdine?].  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:     Who was he? 

 

AMBROSE:   [1:03:19]  Somebody I went to school with.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:       Oh. 
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AMBROSE: And then we had another one. I can't remember if he played, but he could have, 

was Timothy O'Neal. He was a very good . . . I think he played saxophone. He was a musician, a 

very good musician—could have played professional--that I went to school with.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So for live music in Mossville, was it just the Paradise Club? Or could you 

go somewhere else, too? 

 

AMBROSE:   [1:03:52]  No. They had . . . I guess all of them had people. But most of them 

had . . . They were the big . . . they had the big names, because they were the biggest and they 

could bring more people. But they all had people from Lake Charles, because I think they all had 

music in them. 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees]  I know Low Top did. 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. And that was owned by the Bates family, Low Top. And I don't remember 

Tisha and her husband, who they had back there . . . how much entertainment they had.  

 

TOWNER: Oh. See, I didn't know nothing about it.  

 

AMBROSE:   [1:04:29]  Yes. I never . . . I was too young to go back there, so I never went in 

there. But we just knew about it.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Mom, that somebody in your car? 
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TOWNER: Somewhere [inside?]. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: I need to use it to go pick up [Lonnie?]. They gone? 

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 1:      No, they're right here.  

 

AMBROSE:   [1:04:59]  I'm trying to think of who else.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What about dancing? 

 

AMBROSE:  That was all the places, they danced.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Any special dances? 

  

AMBROSE:  All the popular dances: the horse, the pony, the alligator, the slop, bunny hop. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:05:29]  What's the alligator? 

 

AMBROSE:  I don't know. Some real stupid thing they would do.  

 

TOWNER: [laughs]  I don't remember that one either.  

 

AMBROSE:   It's something they made up that the guys used to do that. And they had the slop, 
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and the bunny hop, the fly. 

 

AMBROSE:     [background chatter] She's recording. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED CHILD: Now let me in! 

 

TOWNER: [1:06:05]  Everett . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Everett . . . she's recording. I don't think they want to know about . . . 

 

TOWNER: What she had for lunch. 

 

AMBROSE: Let me think. Get off of that. I want to get back to the syrup. Your uncle did the 

syrup. And did he sell his syrup? 

 

TOWNER: [1:06:35]  Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: And so where was that at? 

 

TOWNER: Jim? 

 

AMBROSE: Yes, where was that at? 
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TOWNER: Right there in front of Pete's house.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:06:44]  Okay.  

 

TOWNER: Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: That's [Zian?]. That's one of her granddaughters. That's Brooklyn. That's another 

granddaughter. So then . . . so we did the stories of the sawmills. 

 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE 2: Grandma! 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:07:17] Shh! She's recording.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So who worked at the sawmills? 

 

AMBROSE: Everybody in the community.  

 

TOWNER: [Agrees]  They had a sawmill up there around Evergreen . . . on Evergreen. 

 

AMBROSE:     That's the one I'm talking about. In fact, somebody said that they were going to 

. . . well, this is what I heard some time ago, that they were going to post it as . . . put a plaque up 

there in that area to show that was a historical area. But now since Sasol has bought it out, I don't 

know if they ever did it or . . . Now I'm sure they won't be doing it. 
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TOWNER: Probably not.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:08:01]  Yes, because it's all dug up now. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you remember the name of it? 

 

TOWNER: I don't. 

 

AMBROSE: [Disagrees]  I just know everybody . . . or a lot of people worked at the sawmill 

during . . . back during the time. And the Brimstone, was that a railroad track that went through 

there? Or was that just a road? 

 

TOWNER: No, I think it was a railroad track.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:08:24]  Okay, because I don't remember any tracks over there, but I would 

know we would walk it. But I don't remember any tracks. 

 

TOWNER: Yes, I think that was way before our time, I think. But yes, it was a track.  

 

AMBROSE: And now they're using it again. 

 

TOWNER: They are? 
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AMBROSE: [Agrees] Sasol is using it. I went up there by Aunt Helen's the other day, and I 

guess it came down back behind the swimming pool, down between Aunt Helen and Aunt Rita, 

all the way down. And they had these cross ties on it, and they had it all built up and they're 

moving heavy equipment all along back there so they don't have to come down the Old Spanish 

Trail; they just go out the back way. 

 

TOWNER: [1:09:10]  Oh, okay. Oh, wow.  

 

AMBROSE: So they're using that again. And then it went all the way into Sulphur. So I don't 

know how far into Sulphur. But I know they have a Brimstone museum in Sulphur. So all that's 

part of coming down through Mossville. And I don't know how many people have talked about 

that, or said anything about it, but it's a part of . . .  

 

DIGILORMO: We went there. 

 

AMBROSE: To the museum, the Brimstone Museum? 

 

DIGILORMO: [1:09:40]  Yes. Someone said they washed clothes in the Brimstone.  

 

AMBROSE:  They probably had a hose . . . wash. 

 

TOWNER: Yes.  
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AMBROSE: What they call them? Dynamite holes? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] They did.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:09:53]  Along the Brimstone? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees]  

 

AMBROSE: Yes. 

 

TOWNER: That's where Walton and them would slip off and go swimming. 

 

AMBROSE: Okay. 

 

TOWNER: [1:10:03]  And they told them not to.  

 

AMBROSE: And off the Brimstone, the [Vincent’s?] owned property. What was . . . [Chester 

Vincent?], was that the daddy's name, Chester? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: This, I learned since I've been an adult. But back behind his house, they said that 

there was a rice field that they used to grow rice and raise cattle, and there was a canal or 
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something that they would go swimming. Do you remember that, Marie? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees] 

 

AMBROSE: [1:10:40]  They said that there were canals back there. 

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: But I never knew what was back there, but never had no reason. I guess the guys 

would go back there and see what was going on, but we never went back there. So I didn't even 

know it existed. And they said that it was a big, humongous place back there. So did you know 

about it, Marie, about that being back there? 

 

TOWNER: What? 

 

AMBROSE: About the canals and the . . .  

 

TOWNER: [1:11:10]  [Agrees] I knew about it.  

 

AMBROSE: But you never went back there? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees]  It was a [along the Houston River?] there somewhere over there. You 

know where the ferry used to be? 
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AMBROSE: Yes.  

 

TOWNER: It was over in that area, I think.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:11:27]  Oh, they said it was a . . . He had a big . . . lots of property back there.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. That was Mister . . . that was the Vincent’s.  

 

AMBROSE: Yes. 

 

TOWNER: So that was . . . And they said that he was, I guess, a rancher and rice farmer, or 

he farmed it out to other people, maybe rented it out to other people. [background chatter]  She's 

recording.  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 3:         She knows everything. Yes ma’am. No. See you later, baby.   

[ . . . ?]  The one and only. 

 

TOWNER: [1:12:14]  Excuse me. [laughs] I have to . . .  

 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE 3:      [ . . . ?] I told you all about Mossville.  

 

AMBROSE:     And he don't know nothing. [laughs] 
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TOWNER: Nothing. Absolutely nothing. [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT: So there were dynamite holes? Sorry, I missed that part. 

 

AMBROSE: [1:12:33]  Yes, there were dynamite holes. And the women would use to wash in 

them. That was before my time.  

 

TOWNER: Yes, Paw-Paw used to haul water by the barrel from the dynamite holes.  

 

AMBROSE: For what? 

 

TOWNER: To wash. 

 

AMBROSE: To wash? 

 

TOWNER: Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:12:48]  Okay. 

 

TOWNER: For the women that didn't want to go there and get . . . wash at . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Yes. 
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TOWNER: He'd haul water. I think about fifteen cents.  

 

AMBROSE: Well that's part of history I didn't know. So he just would get those big barrels and 

put water on the back of the truck . . . on the back of the wagon . . .  

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE:   [1:13:07] . . . and just take it to them? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] He had something rigged up there so he could dip that bucket . . . would 

go down, get the water up . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Put it in the barrel.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: So that's another . . . We had a lot of people who had a lot . . . They were geniuses 

in figuring things out. Now who would have thought to sell water out of the dynamite hole for 

people to wash at? 

 

TOWNER: Yes, sure did. I forgot. Paw-Paw had a truck too at one time, with the wooden 

wheels. And it sat out front of the house for years. Sure did. Yes, he had a truck. So he did have a 

truck for him. [laughs] He stepped up from a wagon to a truck. He had a truck . . . had . . .  
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AMBROSE:   [1:14:02]  Wood wheels.  

 

TOWNER: . . . wooden wheels on it. Sure did. And it sat out in front of their house for years.  

 

AMBROSE: Isn't that something! That was before my time, too.  

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: That's interesting. Very interesting. 

 

ARSENEAULT: When did the sawmill close? 

 

AMBROSE:   [1:14:29]  Oh, Lord. Maybe the 1920s or something like that. Or was it open 

when you were a kid? 

 

TOWNER: No. I wasn't real young. So that had to be . . .  

 

AMBROSE: In the '40s.   

 

TOWNER: . . . in the '40s, yes. I'd say closed in the mid-'40s.  

 

AMBROSE: Yes, because it . . . when I came up it wasn't there. 
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TOWNER: No. 

 

AMBROSE: [1:14:49]  I just knew about it, but never saw it.  

 

TOWNER: I think Mr. Hardy Edwards worked there.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay. That might be something . . . I'm going to have to ask Sister . . . Sunny, 

maybe they can give us some information on their side of the family. That's the Edwards family.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Why did it close? 

 

AMBROSE: They didn't need it anymore. You had your lumber companies coming in where 

you didn't need the small sawmills. Like Daddy used to say, some people had small sawmills like 

in their yards that they could cut trees down on their property, and then they would mill the . . . 

But they didn't have a need for the sawmills, because they'd just go buy their lumber at a 

lumberyard. So you know how things go. New things come in, and the old things are over with. 

Because it was like Daddy said, a long time ago there were was a lot of farming, a lot of rice 

farms and cattle ranches in this area, and probably even up to the time maybe when we were 

growing up in the '40s and the '50s, everybody didn’t [?], because it seemed like there was some 

rice being farmed down on the Old Spanish Trail going towards Sulphur. Well then, all of a 

sudden, that all went away and people started selling their property for houses. People started 

building homes and what have you. So that was another thing. And I don't know really where we 

have rice farms today left around here. I don't know.  

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Marie Towner & Lenoria Ambrose          4700.2595          Tape 4546                                   72 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

TOWNER: [1:16:46]  I don't think it's around here.  

 

AMBROSE: Because back in Sulphur, south of Sulphur, there were rice fields. There were rice 

fields between here and Vinton. They were just all over the place. Industry came in and people 

stopped working with farms and started working at the plants. So there was no demand for it. 

When they had it east of us, they had lots of land, and lots of rice farmers, lots of sugar cane 

around Opelousas [Louisiana], and Jennings [Louisiana], and all around that area. So they went 

to industry down here so the farming just kind of went away. And I don't know if the plants 

started coming in . . . And I know the plant that I worked at came in 1932, Olin. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And that was the first one? 

 

AMBROSE: [1:16:44]  I think that was the first plant in the area. And then, of course, you had 

your Cities Service and your . . .  

 

TOWNER: Firestone. 

 

AMBROSE: . . . Firestone, PPG, Hercules, Conoco, all those plants. It was just lots of plants, 

and people started working in the plants. Your laborers that would probably have worked on the 

farms started going into the plants.  

 

ARSENEAULT: When did Mossville get water? 
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AMBROSE:  [1:18:14]  Public water? 

 

TOWNER: After I left. 

 

AMBROSE: It had to be, what, in the '70s maybe, or the '80s? You probably need to talk to 

somebody that's . . . Butch, or [Duhon?], the girl that works at the water company. They can tell 

you exactly when it came in.  

 

TOWNER: I don't think they're there anymore.  

 

AMBROSE: Where are they? Water's gone? They don't have water anymore? 

 

TOWNER: [1:18:46]  Yes, they have water.  

 

AMBROSE: The Duhon girl's not there anymore? 

 

TOWNER: I think somebody took it over.  

 

AMBROSE: Oh, okay. Well then . . .  

 

TOWNER: They retired.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:18:55]  Oh really? Well I'll have to try to find it out for you, because I was 
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already over here when the water came in.  

 

TOWNER: We had wells.  

 

AMBROSE: Yes, we always had wells. My grandfather had our well at our house was five 

hundred . . . over five hundred feet deep, and we had sweet, sweet water, really good water. We 

still have the well there. I don't know . . . probably have to drop more pipes, because I'm sure all 

the plants using all the water, they use a water level that's probably dropped. But everybody had 

their own wells when I was growing up. And then the sewage, that just came in in recent years, 

the last couple of years.  

 

TOWNER: Couple of years, yes. 

 

AMBROSE:   [1:19:44]  And it stopped down by . . . where did it stop? At the church. Because 

Sasol started . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: What church? 

 

AMBROSE:   Mount Zion. Sasol started buying up everything, and it was supposed to have 

gone all the way through. But when Sasol started buying up everything, they stopped it right at 

Mount Zion. Because you didn't get . . . y'all didn't get it either? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees]  
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AMBROSE: Mount Zion, because they stopped just before Mount Zion. So nobody from 

Mount Zion down has sewage. And I think they were on Westlake . . . Westlake Sewage. And I 

think Westlake's water too. Or was it our water? 

 

TOWNER: [1:20:36]  Beauregard? 

 

AMBROSE: No, Beauregard is DeRidder. The water was on Mossville.  

 

TOWNER: The what now? 

 

AMBROSE: The water. Was it tied in with Westlake? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees] They had . . .  

 

AMBROSE: They had their own [?].  

 

TOWNER: [1:20:51]  [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: Their own power plant . . . water plant. So I guess it was just the sewage, then, 

that came from Westlake.  

 

TOWNER: But I think Beauregard took it over now.  
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AMBROSE: Oh.  

 

TOWNER: Beauregard is . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Moss Bluff.  

 

TOWNER: [1:21:06]  Yes, Moss Bluff had Beauregard.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay. Because I know Mossville has Beauregard Electric, and then they have 

Beauregard Water too. I don't know. There was something else I was thinking about . . . the next 

time I saw you I was going to tell you about.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Did I ask you about integration already?  Did we already talk about that? 

 

AMBROSE: We touched on it.  

 

TOWNER: Would you like a Coke? 

 

ARSENEAULT: I'm good.  

 

TOWNER: [1:21:46]  Oh, okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Did you want to get something to drink? 
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TOWNER: No. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  We can unclip you. 

 

AMBROSE: I think the last class that went to Mossville was '68, '69. We didn't have a lot of 

problems when integration started. Lake Charles had a lot of problems. Moss Bluff had a lot of 

problems. The kids who went to . . . after I had graduated from high school that went to 

integrated Westlake and Sulphur, they had a lot of problems. Westlake, I think, had more 

problems than Sulphur. Westlake had a lot of . . . Well, I guess I know more kids that went to 

integrated Westlake. They had a lot of problems. Of course our kids [ . . . ?]. They had the 

Delafosses and Edward Julia's bunch. And the kids played football, so they weren't going to be 

mistreated and just be there for football. But they had lots of problems.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:22:42]  Do you remember any? 

 

AMBROSE: But as far as the community, we didn't have crosses burned that I remember.  

 

TOWNER: Me either.  

 

AMBROSE: I don't remember having crosses burned. Lake Charles had an awful lot of crosses 

burned. Moss Bluff had homes burned down. But I guess because we were in a black . . . 

predominately black community, had our own school, we didn't have that problem. It was when 

our kids went out to the schools in the white neighborhoods, then, of course they ran into 
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problems: a lot of fighting, a lot of name calling. Then, of course, some of the parents got 

involved that . . . with their children who were having the problems. And it was some hard times 

for those children, for those kids. But they all made it through it. I don't know how long it lasted 

because I wasn't in school at that time; I was already gone. But for several years there were 

major problems. And like I said, I know more . . . And Westlake High, I'm sure Sulphur had the 

same problem, but I just don't know that many kids that went to Sulphur, because half of 

Mossville went to Westlake and half went to Sulphur. And the more . . . I guess the more 

demonstrative ones, the louder ones, went to Westlake. And by the time you got on our end of 

the highway . . .  

 

TOWNER: [1:24:19]  They'd calm down some.  

 

AMBROSE: Yes, we had that. We weren't that same kind of people. Because I'm just trying to 

think now who were the kids that went to . . . On our end of the road would have been like Aunt 

Mildred’s bunch . . . I don't know if Carrie went to Sulphur High. The LaTours, which they fell 

right in. The [Clofuses?] had children.  

 

TOWNER: The [Clofuses?] been out here that long? 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees] They were here, I think, before I married.  

 

TOWNER: Oh, really? 
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AMBROSE: [1:25:02]  [Agrees]  Those older kids. I don't know any of the younger ones. But 

like the . . . Johnny and that girl. I can't remember her name. But they were . . . I think they were 

in Mossville before I married. The [Moreau’s?] . . .  Now whether there were any kids that went 

to Sulphur, I don't know. That Evergreen Road bunch, they probably went to Westlake. And 

there may have been some . . . I don't know if they split them up or not, some going to Sulphur 

and some of them going to Westlake. But I think they might have went to Westlake. What else? 

The Edward’s, the Jordan’s, the Rougeau’s. Is it Rougeau’s? Yes, Rougeau’s. The [DeJean’s?], 

the Guillory’s, all of that would have went to Sulphur. I'm trying to think of some other families. 

Back there behind Queensboro, that would have been the [Eagan’s?], the [Noels?]. And they 

may . . . Like I say, they may have had trouble, but you didn't hear as much from them as you did 

the Westlake bunch. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What about voter registration? 

 

AMBROSE: [1:26:29]  That was all before I graduated from high school. Everybody was 

voting who could vote. My mother and them used to canvas the areas to make sure everybody 

would get out and register to vote and vote. And then, of course, we voted at Mossville, so we 

didn't have that outside interference. We were just a contained little community. We didn't know 

a lot about what we read in the paper. But as far as people coming down through Mossville 

causing trouble, I don't ever remember any of that. So we were kind of a self-contained little 

community that nobody really gave us a lot of trouble. I can figure our trouble was Ms. Vincent's 

grandkids.  
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TOWNER: Who? Ms. Vincent? 

 

AMBROSE: Ms. Vincent's grandkids: [Cici?] and that bunch. That was only because we would 

eavesdrop on her . . . she and her boyfriend when they were on the phone. 

 

TOWNER: [1:27:28]  So you wasn't supposed to be eavesdropping [laughs].  

 

AMBROSE: I know. And Mom [would have seen?], she would have killed us. But [Sissy?] 

was older than us, and her mother . . . her grandmother was the only white person . . . Well we 

had two white ladies in our community: Ms. Vincent and [Mon?]. I don't even remember what 

[Mon's?] name was. And Ms. Vincent, I don't remember her having a husband. But she had sons 

and they were all friends of my uncle's, my mother's brothers. So we didn't know any difference. 

They were like . . . [ . . .?] [and booing?]. And Ms. [Sissy?] was older, so she was already 

married and lived right down the road from us. And I can't remember what her older daughter 

was named. She had two girls . . . two girls and two boys. Anyway, we didn't know any 

difference. Ms. Vincent was Ms. Vincent, and Edwin was Edwin, and [Booing?] was [Booing?]. 

And they were like family. We knew who Ms. Sissy was . . . I mean Ms. Sissy's momma was, 

and they lived right down where we had to go the grocery store. We had a little grocery store 

right . . .  a block or so, two blocks away. And one day we were on the phone and we were 

listening to [Sissy?], and of course we had to comment on her conversation. She said . . . she 

called us "little chocolate boogers," that we better get off the phone listening to her conversation. 

And we [convinced?] to tell her, "Now if you just want to meet and fight, then we will meet you 

and we'll have it out." And her boyfriend told her, "You better not call them 'little chocolate 
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boogers', and you better not go down there because they may just chase you right back home." 

So we get the broom and the mop and Joyce and Dorothy . . . Joyce and somebody else across 

the street . . .  

 

TOWNER: [1:29:14]  It was a bunch of y'all? 

 

AMBROSE: Oh yeah. We was going to go whip up on [Sissy?]. Well [Sissy?] never showed 

up [laughs]. So we didn't get in trouble. But that was just a neighborhood thing.  

 

TOWNER: Oh, if [Martin?] would have known that.  

 

AMBROSE: We would have died. We would have been dead. I wouldn't be here telling that 

story [laughs].  

 

TOWNER: A little gang. Oh my goodness.  

 

AMBROSE:   [1:29:37]  Oh, yeah. We got our mop and our broom and we was going to go 

take care of [Sissy?]. Lord. It didn't go no further than the two of us. We didn't see her coming, 

so we just turned around and went back home. But they didn't stop us from listening to our 

conversations. Every chance we got we were on the phone listening to them. That was party line 

time. We listened to a lot of calls we shouldn't have been listening to, a lot of grownup calls: Mr. 

[Ravielle?] . . .  
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TOWNER: Oh, he was on your guys' line? 

 

AMBROSE: Oh yeah, and he was a crook of crooks. Mr. [Ravielle?] lived right down the street 

from our house, too. He had a slaughter. It was only a patch of woods that separated the black 

Mossville community from the end of Sulphur. I mean, it was just maybe a block, a city block. 

Wouldn't you think? Between the LaTour’s and us? 

 

TOWNER: [1:30:36]  Something like that. Yes. [laughs] 

 

AMBROSE: And so we were up and down the road all the time going to the store. And my 

uncle's other friends were the . . . what were their names? They lived right on the other side . . . 

maybe three blocks away from us. They . . . I can't think of their names now. But they were a 

white family. But they were friends of my mother's brothers, too. So we didn't . . . We knew that 

they were white and we were black, but we didn't know there was a . . . any issue. And we knew 

that people in down South were having problems. It wasn't that we were ignorant to the fact; but 

it was that we were just always accepted.  

So we had to ride the bus, and the only time I came in contact . . . we came in contact 

with racism as far as bus riding was if . . . And [Mon?] and Ms. Vincent were the only ones that 

ever rode the bus. If a white person got on the bus, we couldn't sit up on the seat right behind the 

bus driver. But if they didn't have anybody on the bus, we sat wherever we wanted. And we 

would have to come to Lake Charles on the bus to do our shopping and stuff. And when we came 

to Lake Charles we saw that there were signs that said "Coloreds" at this water fountain and 

whites over here, but that still . . . I guess we didn't drink that much. We knew about it, but it still 
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didn't make a difference to us because we had the run of the bus. It was more blacks riding the 

bus from over there to here. And then we liked to ride the bus because we went all around 

English Bayou, Moss Bluff, all the way down [Highway] 171 and came into Lake Charles, 

because it was the English Bayou bus line. And then when they built the bridge, well we would 

just come straight across. We didn't go that whole route around. Do you remember that? Did y'all 

ride the bus? 

 

TOWNER:  Not often. 

 

AMBROSE:   To Lake Charles? 

 

TOWNER: [1:32:35]  Not often.  

 

AMBROSE: Well that was the most integration we came up with. We just knew that when it 

was somebody on . . . because the bus driver would tell us, "If somebody white comes on the 

bus, y'all can't sit behind the bus driver. You have to sit the next seat." But still, I mean we knew 

what we were supposed to do so we did it. And then we knew when we came to town we 

couldn't go to [Kresses?] counter. We couldn't go to . . . Who else had a counter? Woolworth, we 

couldn't go to their counter. And I never shall forget the first time I went to [Muller's?]. I was 

married then and went to the . . . they had like a tea room upstairs. [Muller’s?] was one of our big 

department stores and it was kind of on the elite end of department stores. And we knew that we 

couldn't go to the . . . into the store . . . into the tea room. So we didn't go. But I never shall forget 

the first time I went. I felt so funny and out of sort, like I was waiting for them to tell me I wasn't 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Marie Towner & Lenoria Ambrose          4700.2595          Tape 4546                                   84 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

supposed to be there.  

 

TOWNER:  Oh damn. 

 

ARSENEAULT:  There we go . . . 

 

AMBROSE:   And then the first time I went to McNeese [State University] and had to ride the 

bus from Joanne's to the school, and I saw all . . . and that was in '64, the winter of '64. And I saw 

all these people get on the bus, and during that time the bus was just packed. It was like standing 

room only in the morning and in the evening. I mean, they don't even use the buses like they do 

then. And I remember they had these seats right around behind the bus driver that nobody was 

sitting in, but they had all these black people standing up. And I said, "There's nobody on the 

bus, and if you're not supposed to be sitting there, well when somebody gets on, get up and just 

move to the back." And I never could understand that. I was sitting down, of course, but I often 

wondered what I would have done when I got on the bus and those seats were there. I probably 

would have just sat down, because that's what we were just used to doing riding our bus, the 

English Bayou bus. I probably would have sat down.  

 

TOWNER: [1:35:07]  [laughs] And got thrown off.  

 

AMBROSE: Probably. I think about that, because I saw it was empty and I just couldn't 

imagine why these women getting on, older women. I said, "Why don't they . . . the seats are 

empty! Why don't they just sit down? If somebody white got on, get up or stay sitting. You was 
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there first." But I thought about that. So I never got a chance to try it out because I was only there 

a short time having to ride the bus. But I often have thought about that, if I had been on that bus 

and didn't have a seat, would I have sat down? Because it was what I was used to doing.  

 

TOWNER: Wow.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:35:48]  So I guess we were naive to a lot of things, although we lived through 

that time. We didn't experience the bad, bad parts of it like some people, which I thank God for 

today. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What about Dr. King? What do y'all remember about . . .? 

 

AMBROSE: Oh God, I remember everything. Everything we read . . . We read everything we 

could get to read on him. He was on TV all the time. We heard his "I Have a Dream" speech. It 

was just mesmerizing. I remember where I was when he got killed, that we heard that he had 

died.  

 

TOWNER: We had an earthquake.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:36:29]  The same day? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees]  Yes, sure did. The very same day.  
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AMBROSE: Oh, we were watching TV when he got killed. Because we had just got through 

watching . . . he was talking to . . . I think it was in Memphis [Tennessee] when he was talking to 

this big group of people he had delivered that speech. And then the very next day we were sitting 

down watching TV and then they came on with the thing saying that he had been shot. And my 

God, it was just . . . it was like it was when [President] Kennedy got shot. It was so unbelievable. 

I was in chemistry class in high school and they came and say that President Kennedy had been 

shot in Dallas, Texas. And nobody could believe . . . well, I didn't. And they said that he was 

dead. It's just like, you couldn't believe it was actually what they were saying until that night 

when we got home and saw it on the TV that he had actually died.  

 

TOWNER: Wow. 

 

AMBROSE: [1:37:33]  It was just . . . 

 

TOWNER: And I was working at the telephone company.  

 

AMBROSE: And they announced it over your PA system? 

 

TOWNER: No, a lady from [Souma?] Beach came on the phone. And that was when each 

operator had . . . you had to use plugs to talk to somebody. Oh, I shouldn't have said that. 

[laughs] My age!  

 

AMBROSE: [laughs] That’s right [. . .?]. 
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TOWNER: [1:28:02]  Yes, she came on the phone and said that the president had been killed.  

 

AMBROSE: That was an awful time. I don't think . . . I think that we didn't even . . . I can't 

even remember what happened the rest of the day at school, because everybody was just so . . . I 

guess nobody really believed it; we just thought it was maybe something that was said, and then 

we were going to find out later that he was alive. That whole week everybody was just kind of in 

nonbelief of what was going on. It was the same way when they had 9/11. I was on vacation. 

[Al?] and I were in the bed watching TV that morning, watching the Today Show. And we were 

watching the Today Show, and you know how they show the outside scene sometimes?  

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: [1:35:54]  And they were showing the Twin Towers, and all of a sudden I saw 

this plane and I said, "Oh my God, [Al?].” I said, “That plane just hit that big, tall building." I 

didn't know the significance of the building at the time. And he said, "Oh, girl." He said, "What 

plane going to hit a building?" He said, "That building tall enough for anybody to see." I said, 

"Al, I'm telling you." And just as I said that, they came on and said that the Twin Tower had 

been hit. And I'm looking at it and said, "You see, I told you that."  Then all of a sudden, the 

building started crumbling. And whoever was taking that . . . filming that, all of a sudden, the 

other plane comes and hits the other one. I said, "My God!" I said, "Are those planes following 

each other? They don't see that . . . I just . . ." And then, all of a sudden, they just came down like 

that. That was so horrendous, because I thought about all the people in that . . . in those 

buildings. I thought about all the people in those planes. And then not long after, here they come 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Marie Towner & Lenoria Ambrose          4700.2595          Tape 4546                                   88 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

with the thing about the Pentagon being hit and the plane going down in . . . where was it? 

Maryland, or out in the woods? I said, "Oh my God! All this in just one day, just within a few 

minutes one, and a few hours the other one." I couldn't believe it. It was just . . . So I said, "You 

know, we're a part of history, and with these phones and with these TVs, it makes us even more a 

part of history." Hi Terry, how are you? 

 

TOWNER: [1:40:42]  What time is it? 

 

ARSENEAULT: What about medical treatment in Mossville? 

 

AMBROSE: We had the West Calcasieu Cameron Hospital that most of the people went to. 

Well, before they had that hospital everybody came to Lake Charles to St. Pat's. That's where I 

was born.  

 

TOWNER: What's the name of that clinic? 

 

AMBROSE: Stephen's Clinic.  

 

TOWNER: [1:41:07]  Yes, Stephen's Clinic.  

 

AMBROSE: Dr. Stephens. A lot of the people of Mossville went to Stephen's Clinic and Saint 

Pat's. And then when they got West Cal, then people started going over there. And Dr. Fellows, 

Charles Fellows, he lives here in Lake Charles, was he our first doctor that we had out in 
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Mossville? 

 

TOWNER: No. Dr. [Seals?] I believe. 

 

AMBROSE: Dr. [Seals?]? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: Okay.  

 

TOWNER: [1:41:36]  He was before Dr. Fellow. And then we had Dr. Barrett.  

 

AMBROSE: That was before Fellows, too?  

 

TOWNER: No.  

 

AMBROSE: Or that was the same time? 

 

TOWNER: That was about the same time.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay. 

 

TOWNER: Dr. Fellows and Dr. Barrett were . . .  
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AMBROSE: Well Dr. Fellows was our main . . .  

 

TOWNER:  [1:41:47] . . . in Sulphur. 

 

AMBROSE:   Our family's main doctor. Now before, like she said, Dr. [Seals?] was the older   

. . .  

 

TOWNER: Yes. He'd come to your house.  

 

AMBROSE: Dr. Fellows did, too . . . made house calls.  

 

TOWNER: Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE: [1:42:03]  Yes.  

 

TOWNER: Oh, okay.  

 

AMBROSE: He sure did. And Al used to tell me all the time, he'd say, "Dr. Fellows is going to 

kill all of y'all." [laughs] I said, "Well he's our doctor. I don't know what to think!" [laughs] It 

was all we knew was Dr. Fellows. But yes, he made house calls. Everybody in our family went 

to him. But I was born in St. Pat's, and my sister, the one next to me, she was born at Dr. 

Stephens' Clinic. And then the . . . all the others were born at West Cal.  
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TOWNER: She asked me where was I born? I hadn't even thought about that.  

 

AMBROSE: Probably at home.  

 

TOWNER: At home.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:42:42]  Had a lot of home births.  

 

TOWNER: Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: A lot of home births.  

 

TOWNER: Darn it, I can't remember the midwife.  

 

AMBROSE: I don't even remember anybody talking about who midwives were back . . . 

 

TOWNER: [1:42:58]  That big house that you was talking about, I'm thinking she had 

something to do with that.  

 

AMBROSE: Oh, a midwife? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 
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AMBROSE: Okay. 

 

TOWNER: Relatives in that house, they were all relatives.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay. Oh, I wish I could remember that family's name.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:43:19]  So there were no doctors, there were just midwives that would 

give birth? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] There wasn't no doctors. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What kind of equipment did they have? 

 

TOWNER: Oh . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Not what they have nowadays out there.  

 

TOWNER: You ever see the . . . Do you watch Westerns? That's it.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:43:37]  A bowl of water and a rag. 

 

AMBROSE: Some clean sheets, strips of sheets. [laughs] And that's probably what it was, too, 

because they didn't have stethoscopes and monitors and all that kind of stuff.  
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TOWNER: No.  

 

AMBROSE: You just had to hope that the baby had sense enough to do what he was supposed 

to do . . .  

 

TOWNER: Supposed to do.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:43:55]  . . . and the woman's body would work.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. See, that's the reason Mother had to go to the hospital with Robert. He would 

have to be different, him and [Mitsi?].  

 

AMBROSE: She went to the hospital for both of those? 

 

TOWNER: Yes. She had C-Sections with both of them.  

 

AMBROSE: Oh my! Well, but that was in later years, too. That was in the '40s. Well . . . 

 

TOWNER: [1:44:19]  Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: Yeah, I guess the '40s. So things were a little bit different. I was surprised that 

Momma, how they diagnosed that Momma had cancer . . . my grandmother.  
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TOWNER: Oh, breast cancer? 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. I often wondered, because we were too young to realize that we knew that 

she had her breasts remove, but we didn't realize how bad it was or how prevalent it would 

become. But she had her . . . I guess she had her breasts removed with . . . I don't know if it was 

before Joanne was born or after Joanne was born. I just remember that she had a breast removed. 

And today . . . And I never thought to ask Momma how they found out or how she was 

diagnosed back in that . . .  

 

TOWNER: [1:45:06]  With breast cancer.  

 

AMBROSE: Yes. I just never figured.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What year? What year was it? 

 

AMBROSE: I don't know. I know it was . . . I don't know if it was prior to my aunt being born 

in ‘46, or if it was after. But I know it was done before 1950. Yes, before 1950. Did you know 

that she had had breast cancer? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: [1:45:37]  So was that before you and Bubba got married? 
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TOWNER: Oh, yes.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay.  

 

TOWNER: He died from a . . .  

 

AMBROSE: [Cerebral?] hemorrhage.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: [1:45:46]  Right. But I just didn't know how they would have diagnosed it. Or 

maybe she had a lump or something.  

 

TOWNER: I don't know.  

 

AMBROSE: So mastectomies were done even back then.  

 

TOWNER: Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE: Well, yeah. She had a mastectomy. The breast was removed. 

 

TOWNER: [1:46:09]  Had a what? 
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AMBROSE: A mastectomy . . . where they remove the breasts. The whole breast was removed. 

And I just . . . I didn’t even think to ask Momma when it happened, because it was a part of our   

. . . well I don’t know. Every time I go to the doctor and I tell them my grandmother had a breast 

removed, they don’t seem to think that that’s . . . They say it will have to be like an aunt, or a 

first cousin, or something like that for it to affect me. Because I was trying to find out because I 

haven’t had children, and they say you’re more prone for breast cancer if you haven’t had 

children.  

 

TOWNER: Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE: I never had . . . Yeah. I don't smoke, I don't drink, but because I haven't had 

children then I'm prone . . . more prone than somebody who's had children.  

 

TOWNER: [1:47:04]  Oh, I shouldn't even worry then huh? 

 

AMBROSE: [laughs] No. You shouldn't. But I was telling how the hereditary issues, because 

she had it. And they said that I wouldn't be as prone because it was my grandmother, as if it were 

an aunt or, I think they said, first cousin.  

 

TOWNER: But wait a minute. Now nobody in our family ever had breast cancer. Lonnie had 

[got it?].  

 

AMBROSE: Well that's what I said. I mean, but it could be either because of something else. 
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Maybe her daddy's side of the family, or . . . Or maybe her . . .  

 

TOWNER: [1:47:43]  I don't know about [T?].  

 

AMBROSE: . . . living conditions. You know what I'm saying? Because it can be . . . I don't 

know. It could be anything, maybe medications or . . . There's so many other factors . . .  

 

TOWNER: Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: . . . that could factor in. Because Al, who would have thought that he would have 

died with cancer? Nobody in his family, that we knew of, had cancer. It was always heart 

problems and high blood pressure, but nobody had cancer. But here he is, he had cancer. And 

there was no flag, what they call "primary condition." They could never find the primary. So that 

was one of the things. But I don't know what year Momma had cancer. And I don't know where 

she had the surgery . . . if she had the surgery at St. Pat's. Had to have it at St. Pat's.  

 

TOWNER: [1:48:38]  Yes, that was the only place.  

 

AMBROSE: During that time.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What about natural remedies or home remedies? 
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TOWNER: [1:48:46]  Oh, they believed in that.  

 

AMBROSE: Nowadays you'd probably die [laughs]. And they worked, because like if 

somebody had nose bleeds, they would put the two matches [cross?] in their head and that would 

stop the nose bleed. Or if somebody stuck their food on a nail, they would put . . . What did they 

use the cob webs for? 

 

TOWNER: They'd put that on a cut.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay.  

 

TOWNER: You know, to help the bleeding . . . to keep it from starting to bleed again.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:49:17]  Yes, okay. Spider webs, you couldn't use any of that stuff nowadays. 

Too much pollution.  

 

DIGILORMO: Like a burnt match, or just a new match? 

 

TOWNER: Just a match.  

 

AMBROSE: I guess it was just . . . Yes, I don't know when they burned . . .  

 

TOWNER: No it wasn't. It was a burnt match. It was burnt matches.  
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AMBROSE: Oh, okay.  

 

TOWNER: [1:49:32]  Yes. It was burnt matches. 

 

AMBROSE: I couldn't remember if it was burnt matches. I just remember them putting . . . 

crossing them in your . . .  

 

TOWNER: Yes, in the top of your head. [laughs] 

 

AMBROSE: The top of your head.  

 

DIGILORMO: I could have used that when I was growing up. I got nose bleeds all the 

time.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:49:44]  Oh my. Well they worked. Whatever caused . . . I don't know what. 

 

TOWNER: Don't you try that now.  

 

AMBROSE: No.  

 

TOWNER: And that . . . When you have a cold over your chest with that tallow and [Vick's?] 

[salve?].  
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AMBROSE: Yes. 

 

TOWNER: Tallow is beef fat. And they'd cook that and get all of the grease out of it and then 

mix it with some [Vick's salve?] and rub you. Boy, you'd smell for days.  

 

DIGILORMO: [1:50:14]  I bet so.  

 

TOWNER: And when you had the mumps . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Yes. 

 

TOWNER: . . . sardines.  

 

AMBROSE: Sardines. 

 

TOWNER: [1:50:21]  And rub your throat with it.  

 

AMBROSE: The oil off of the sardines. And then you'd stink for days.  

 

TOWNER: You'd smell for a week. [laughs] 

 

AMBROSE: You'd smell for days.  
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ARSENEAULT: So it didn't work unless you'd smell? 

 

AMBROSE: [1:50:32]  That's exactly right. Maybe that was the smell that did it. And I 

remember when little bitty babies had . . . were teething. There was some type of root that they 

would go out in the woods and get. They would string it on a string and tie it around the baby's 

neck. I don't know what that was.  

 

TOWNER: That was to keep them from having a fever.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay.  

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: And then they would put silver dimes on their necks . . .  

 

TOWNER: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: [1:50:58]  . . . when they were teething.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What was the root? 

 

AMBROSE: Was it sassafras? What did they use the mamou tea for? 
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TOWNER: That was for tea.  

 

AMBROSE: What would they use the tea for? 

 

TOWNER: Oh, just to drink. 

 

AMBROSE: [1:51:16]  Oh, I thought it was for some illness.  

 

TOWNER: Put some alcohol in it and drink it as a toddy.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay. [laughs] 

 

DIGILORMO: It would cure your throat? 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees] 

 

TOWNER: [1:51:27]  That cured a lot of throats.  

 

AMBROSE: I know they made it. I couldn't remember . . . and I know there was a sassafras.  

 

TOWNER: I don't know what kind of root that was.  
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AMBROSE: The mamou? 

 

TOWNER: I don't know why I keep fiddling with this. I don't know what kind of root that 

was that they put on the babies' necks.  

 

AMBROSE: But I know it was a root and it was like jointed, and they would put that on their 

little necks.  

 

TOWNER: [1:51:51]  Yes, and if they had a fever, it eventually would dry up. And you'd take 

it off and put a fresh one on. Kids never had a bad fever, never a high fever.  

 

AMBROSE: Well they had mamou tea. They had sassafras. And I think sassafras and . . . isn't 

sassafras and sage the same thing? Or is it different? 

 

TOWNER: They're different.  

 

AMBROSE: Okay. Well then it's sassafras. They had sassafras tea and . . . what other one did 

they have? 

 

TOWNER: Pine top.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:52:30]  What is that? 
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TOWNER: Pine top tea. You know what pine is? Pine . . . the leaves . . .  

 

AMBROSE: The tree? 

 

TOWNER: . . . of a pine tree. Yes. You never had a tea like that? 

 

AMBROSE: [Disagrees] 

 

TOWNER: Oh, shit. I used to love to get a cold. Daddy would make it.  

 

AMBROSE: And put a little stuff in it? [laughs] 

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

DIGILORMO: Was it a pine cone? 

 

TOWNER: [1:52:51]  No, the straw. 

 

AMBROSE: The straw. 

 

DIGILORMO: Oh, the straw. Okay.  

 

AMBROSE: The green straw.  
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TOWNER: Yes, the green straw.  

 

DIGILORMO: [1:52:55]  When you said "pine top" I was thinking like the top of one of 

those . . . 

 

TOWNER: No, no. [laughs]. This was the . . . 

 

AMBROSE: Now I know that they used to take the . . .  

 

TOWNER: . . . green stuff. 

 

AMBROSE: . . . sap that came out of the pine tree and chew it. But I don't know if that was . . .  

 

TOWNER: For what? 

 

AMBROSE: [1:53:10]  I don't know what it's for I just remember them saying that you could 

chew that sticky stuff that came out, the sap, out of the pine tree. They would chew it. Now I 

don't know if that was for like a tooth ache medicine or what. But that was . . . some of the old 

people would say that.  

 

TOWNER: Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE: That they used to chew that sap out of the pine trees.  
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TOWNER: Girl, ain't no telling. [laughs] 

 

AMBROSE: I don't know.  

 

TOWNER: [1:53:35]  It's no telling.  

 

AMBROSE: I know that was one of the other things. We didn't have too many remedies like 

that. The only ones I really remember is if you stuck a nail in your foot, they would take and put 

the cob webs and fat, like the salted pork, they would put that on there and tie it up. And that 

would draw the . . . I guess draw the poison or the inflammation out so your foot wouldn't get 

infected. And I know matches. I remember that. And it was something they did with a paper bag. 

 

TOWNER: For hiccups? 

 

AMBROSE: Was it hiccups? Tell you to breathe in the paper bag and . . .  

 

TOWNER: [Agrees] 

 

AMBROSE: [1:54:22]  Okay, yes. That might have been hiccups. And I know when we had 

the mumps we had all this sardine oil on our jaws. [laughs]  

 

TOWNER: What if you go to a kid tell them . . . with the mumps and tell them you want to 

rub on that sardine oil.  
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AMBROSE: Oh, gosh.  

 

TOWNER: Oh my goodness.  

 

AMBROSE: And I think about how stinky your bed must have been.  

 

TOWNER: Oh! [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:54:54]  What about chicken pox? 

 

AMBROSE: Calamine lotion. That was the only thing I knew that they used on us.  

 

TOWNER: I don't know what they did for chicken pox.  

 

AMBROSE: We had calamine lotion. That was a God-send when I was growing up. Calamine 

lotion was used for everything— every little pimple, every little red bug, every speck. And they 

used to . . . When we were kids during the summer months we would be outside playing, we got 

these little red bugs. I don't know if they even have red bugs nowadays. They probably killed 

them all with the pollution. I don't know. But they would get in your skin and they would make a 

little whelp, and you could actually see them . . . You've seen them before? 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:55:35]  [Agrees]  When I go camping I get them.  

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Marie Towner & Lenoria Ambrose          4700.2595          Tape 4546                                   108 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

AMBROSE: And we'd have to bathe in soda. Put soda in the water. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Baking soda? 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees]  Baking soda in our bath water.  

 

ARSENEAULT: And it killed them? 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees] 

 

TOWNER: [1:55:50]  Now when you go camping you know.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Yes. 

 

AMBROSE: [Agrees] That's what we bathed in. Probably got a different strain now. You'll 

probably have to use something stronger than baking soda. But I remember Mom always kept 

baking soda, because we'd get red bugs out there playing in the grass and we'd have to take baths 

in baking soda.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What about mosquito bites? 

 

AMBROSE: We would smoke. We were outside a lot when I was growing up. They would 

always keep old wool rags and they would burn it to make a smoke, and that kept the mosquitos  
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. . .  

 

TOWNER: Away. 

 

AMBROSE:  [1:56:26]  . . . away from us.  

 

TOWNER: Sometimes they'd put sulfur in them, didn't they? 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. Sometimes they would. They would use sulfur. But that seemed to have kept 

them away pretty good. Now you go and buy all this highfalutin lights and things, and the ones I 

always bought never worked. We still had bites, because I remember when we had our gazebo 

built I bought two. I don't know why, because I'm never outside. I wanted to go sit in the gazebo, 

but I had . . . [laughs] I had overkill. And Al said, "Why aren't you buying these?" And he said, 

"Because you're never outside." I said, "Well, just in case I am, I'm ready." 

 

TOWNER: [1:57:08]  You'll be ready.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What about stomach aches? 

 

TOWNER: Soda . . .  

 

AMBROSE: It was Pepto-Bismol during my time.  
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TOWNER: . . . and warm water. I had a teaspoon of soda and a . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Glass of water.  

 

TOWNER: [1:57:30]  . . . glass of warm water. And that would be about it.  

 

AMBROSE: We had Pepto-Bismol.  

 

TOWNER:  And nasty. 

 

AMBROSE:  We had Pepto-Bismol. 

 

TOWNER: Oh they had no Pepto-Bismol.  

 

AMBROSE: We did! 

 

TOWNER: Well maybe when you guys were kids.  

 

AMBROSE: [1:57:47]  Well, yeah! I don't remember no soda.  

 

TOWNER: [laughs] Soda, yes, soda's really good for an upset stomach.  

 

AMBROSE: I'm trying to think what else we had medicine-wise.  
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ARSENEAULT: Anything for headaches? 

 

TOWNER: [Disagrees] I don't remember nothing . . .  

 

AMBROSE: Now one of the old things—we never did it, but I heard it—was palmetto leaves.  

 

TOWNER: Who? 

 

AMBROSE: [1:58:15]  Palmetto. Remember, it's those plants that grew like going through 

where grandma was . . . grandma lived. They like fanned out. That, I heard from my mother in 

law. I didn't hear that from Momma. But whenever she'd get these really bad headaches, she 

would take it and put that . . . [Is that?] Daddy trying to get in the driveway. They would put 

those . . . that palmetto leaf on her forehead and then tie it around. And she always kept them 

growing in her yard.  

 

TOWNER: Oh really? 

 

AMBROSE: Yes. It's kind of a . . . In fact, they have a Palmetto, Louisiana. From what I 

understand they have a lot of those. . . or they used to have a lot of those plants. And they grow 

like in . . . I know going through the woods to Grandma's, in that boggy swampy like place in 

there, they'd have those palmettos growing in there. I don't know if they'd have them anymore. 

But that's the only thing that I remember, because she would have those headaches and that's the 

only thing I remember her using. But I don't remember what . . . other than Aspirin.  
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TOWNER: [1:59:36]  I don't remember anything here, like I say, except Aspirin.  

 

ARSENEAULT: How would they make the pine tea? 

 

TOWNER: Water and the . . . what do you call those things, the green stuff on them? 

 

AMBROSE: Pine needles. 

 

TOWNER: Pine needles. You put—well, it's according to how much you make—in a pot and 

boil it for maybe about ten minutes and then let it sit and just pour a cup . . . pour you a cup of it.  

 

AMBROSE: [2:00:16]  Did you put sugar in it? 

 

TOWNER: Yes. You had to put sugar in it and . . . what else did Daddy put in it? A little 

lemon. Yes, lemon and sugar. It seemed like . . . Oh, it was so good. [laughs] I wouldn't drink it 

now.  

 

AMBROSE: No. Too much pollution.  

 

TOWNER: Yes.  

 

AMBROSE: Now I know one of the things that [Ree?] does. When we have like a cold, she 

makes us a toddy. Aunt [Ree?], what you put in our toddy? 
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TOWNER: [2:00:52]  It makes a cough syrup too.  

 

AMBROSE: Yes, a cough syrup. That's what it is.  

 

TOWNER: Honey, [E&J?], and peppermint candy.  

 

AMBROSE: That makes the best cough syrup. I don't know . . .  

 

TOWNER: Cure anything.  

 

AMBROSE: . . . which does it. [laughs] I don't know which does it, but . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: Sounds good. Sounds very festive.  

 

AMBROSE: [2:01:22]  [Agrees] In fact, I have some from last year. I put it in the bottom, in 

my . . .  

 

TOWNER: I got to make some. 

 

AMBROSE: . . . crisper. I don't know if I can use it. It might not be any good since the last 

time I had it.  

 

TOWNER: Yes.  
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AMBROSE: Oh, it don't go bad? 

 

TOWNER: [2:01:35]  No. Alcohol doesn't go bad.  

 

AMBROSE: Well it's in the bottom of my crisper. I had some left.  

 

TOWNER: Yes, I got to make some. One of these days [have them call us?] to see if I got any 

made. [Desi?] got sick with a cold and she came down here one time. She didn't do any driving. 

[Reynard?] did all the driving. She started drinking it when she left the house and drank that all 

the way home. She said she slept good on the way home.  

 

AMBROSE: [laughs] I know she did! I know she was good and full. Felt really good. That's 

funny. Well y'all, I've got to go. I've got to go see about my dress. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [2:02:20]  I think we're at two hours. This is a good place to stop. [laughs] 

 

TOWNER: [laughs] Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Can you believe you talked that long? It feels like ten minutes.  

 

TOWNER: It's been two hours? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Two hours and six minutes. 
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TOWNER: [2:02:33]  And when your girl got here, I told her I didn't think I had nothing to 

say for no hour.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Well thank you so much for sharing. 

 

TOWNER: Oh, no problem. I'm going to see if I can find any old . . . 

 

[2:02:43]  

[End Tape 4546. End Session I.]  
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