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[Begin Tape 4420.  Begin Session I.] 
 
 
ELIZABETH GELVIN: We’re sounding okay? 

 

CHARLOTTE WILLCOX:  It’s good. Just try not to hit the wire. 

 

GELVIN: Yeah. Okay. Cool. 

 

WILLCOX: Alright. We’re ready to go. 

 

GELVIN:  [00:07]  You ready? 

 

RUFUS VICTORIAN: Okay. 

 

GELVIN: Okay. Great. Alright well today is January twenty-third, 2015. My name’s 

Elizabeth Gelvin. I’m representing the T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History with LSU 

[Louisiana State University] Libraries. We’re working in conjunction with the Imperial 

Calcasieu Museum and Bill Shearman to document the history of Mossville [Louisiana]. And to 

kick that off, we have oral history day today here at the Rigmaiden Recreational Center on Old 

Spanish Trail. Okay and your name is . . .? 
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VICTORIAN:  [00:40]  Rufus Victorian. 

 

GELVIN: Rufus Victorian. So I’m here today with Rufus Victorian. Thanks for 

being interviewed. This is going to be a short interview, about ten, fifteen minutes, and we’ll 

likely be in touch with you later to set up a longer interview if you would like to continue after 

the short interview, okay? So to start off would you mind saying your full name again for the 

audience? 

 

VICTORIAN: Rufus Clarence Victorian.  

 

GELVIN: Rufus Clarence Victorian. Okay. And when and where were you born? 

 

VICTORIAN: Eunice, Louisiana. 

 

GELVIN: In Eunice.  

 

VICTORIAN: St. Landry Parish. Yeah. 

 

GELVIN:  [01:11]  St. Landry . . . What is your date of birth? 

 

VICTORIAN: January twenty-sixth, 1949. 

 

GELVIN: 1949. 



Rufus Clarence Victorian       4700.2502       Tape 4420                                                            3 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

VICTORIAN: Went to first grade St. Matilda . . . 

 

GELVIN: In Eunice? 

 

VICTORIAN: Catholic School. Yeah.  

 

GELVIN:  Okay. 

 

VICTORIAN:  Then went to Charles Drew for about . . . once you get out of the first 

group you go to Charles Drew which is down the street in Eunice. Where the nuns taught at St. 

Matilda. Okay . . .  

 

GELVIN:  [01:38]  What brought you to Mossville and when did you come to 

Mossville? 

 

VICTORIAN: Oh, I have aunts . . . The Ledets, the [Carreys?] and my family live here so 

my parents decided to moved here. I was like seventeen, eighteen years old. 

 

GELVIN: Seventeen eighteen. 

 

VICTORIAN: And I’d never seen a crab or nothing like that. 

 

GELVIN: You’d never seen a crab before? 
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VICTORIAN: We was like in the country. 

 

GELVIN: Got you. Not a lot of seafood. 

 

VICTORIAN:  [02:01]  Where we lived in Eunice I was . . . I remember Hurricane 

Audrey coming through. I was at that age where it picked up our house off the piers and moved 

it.  

 

GELVIN: Wow. 

 

VICTORIAN: And we lived right by . . . It was a cinema. They watch . . . You could see 

it from the house. You could watch the movies. Right on the outskirt of Eunice. We lived in the 

country and you could see the cinema, but it knocked that down. And I remember that. My daddy 

getting on his knees and praying. 

 

GELVIN: In the middle of the storm? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [02:33]  Yeah during the storm. So I remember that very well. 

 

GELVIN: How old were you for Hurricane Audrey? 

 

VICTORIAN: I was like about . . . eight maybe at the time. 
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GELVIN: Eight? 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah.  

 

GELVIN: What were your parents’ and grandparents’ names? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [02:43]  My dad was Clarence Victorian. That’s why I got the . . . My 

mom was [Dolena?] Victorian, and my aunt was Annie Mae Ledet.  

 

GELVIN: And she lived here in Mossville before you moved up? 

 

VICTORIAN: No, they lived in Eunice.  

 

GELVIN: Oh, oh. In Eunice. Okay. 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. Okay, but my mother then moved here to be with her other sister.  

 

GELVIN: Well, what’s your mother’s parents’ names? What were your parents’ . . .? 

 

VICTORIAN: She was a Ledet.  

 

GELVIN: A Ledet. 
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VICTORIAN: Yeah. Annie Mae Victorian Ledet . . . Well, Ledet yeah. Annie Mae. 

 

GELVIN: Okay. So you said you moved to Mossville when you were about 

seventeen or eighteen? 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. 

 

GELVIN: With your parents? 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. Right. 

 

GELVIN:  [03:20]  Did you finish up high school here? 

 

VICTORIAN: No. I didn’t finish high school at all. I just went to work because we 

couldn’t afford . . . 

 

GELVIN: Did you work here in Mossville? 

 

VICTORIAN: No, I went to work in Texas with my brother and he got me on a pipeline 

and I learned a lot. Then I went to . . . Got a trade. 

 

GELVIN: What’s your trade? 
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VICTORIAN: A pipefitter. 

 

GELVIN: Pipefitter. 

 

VICTORIAN: I done that for thirty-one years. 

 

GELVIN: Wow.  

 

VICTORIAN:  [Agrees]. So yeah I went to work with my brother. He lied . . . We lied 

about my age. Them days you didn’t need to have all that.  

 

GELVIN: Yeah. 

 

VICTORIAN:  [03:53]  Went to work on some pipeline . . . Came back. And I work at 

Olin [Mandel?] for thirty-one years. I work construction. 

 

GELVIN: In Lake Charles? 

 

VICTORIAN: No, right here. 

 

GELVIN: Oh, right here in Mossville.  
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VICTORIAN: Yeah. Well, Mossville, yeah. Lake Charles. Yeah. But that’s the story. 

Like I said when I first come here we so country I never saw a crab. I was impressed. We went 

fishing, crabbing . . . We had the beach. We thought we was like in California somewhere. 

 

GELVIN: May as well be, right?  

 

VICTORIAN: But Mossville, it’s been good to me. It’s . . . when I first come here, they 

had a guy . . . Well, we’d see this down home all the time. They had a guy, Pete Moss, he’d ride 

his mule and his horse right down the middle of the road with all his dogs. Him and his wife. It 

was funny. And they had a little . . . I had cousins . . . we had a little canteen right here down the 

road over here right off the road. Barbershop was right by the railroad tracks over here. And 

you’d see people . . . they had . . . All the trees was moss. I thought that’s why they called it . . .  

 

GELVIN:  [04:58]  With the Spanish moss hanging from it? 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. Well, everywhere. You don’t see that no more. I don’t know what 

happened . . . 

 

GELVIN: Yeah. 

 

VICTORIAN: But you don’t see that no more. You’ll see people standing on the main 

road over here selling mayhaw. Mayhaw season they have a lot of mayhaws. They’d sell them 

all.  
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GELVIN: Yeah. Mayhaws are delicious. Definitely. 

 

VICTORIAN: Right. And they’d can them and do different things with them.   

 

GELVIN:  [05:18]  Yeah. How many siblings did you have? Was it just you and 

your brother? 

 

VICTORIAN: We were ten. 

 

GELVIN: Ten? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [05:22]  Yeah. We’re ten in the family. Yeah.  

 

GELVIN: Ten in the family? 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. 

 

GELVIN: And were you the oldest, youngest, somewhere in the middle? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [05:27]  I was about the fourth one. 

 

GELVIN: The fourth one.  
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VICTORIAN: I had two sisters and two brothers older than me. 

 

GELVIN: Okay. Cool. Cool. And so you said after you came to Mossville you did 

some work in Texas. That’s where you learned pipefitting.  

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah.  

 

GELVIN: How long were you in Texas for? 

 

VICTORIAN: About a year and a half, two years. I came back home. We was carpooling 

back and forth to work. Got married, came back home. Got married young. Carpooling back and 

forth to Texas and this place started booming with jobs. Took a test with it. It’s Sasol now, but it 

used to be VCM. I took a test; passed it. And took a test at Olin; passed it. And they hired me at 

Olin first. They called me first and hired me at Olin and I worked there thirty-one years.  

 

GELVIN:  [06:17]  Wow. 

 

VICTORIAN: Right. A maintenance pipe fitter. Maintenance man.  

 

GELVIN: You’re still working there right now? 

 

VICTORIAN: Oh, no. I retired. 
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GELVIN:  [06:23]  No, you retired.  

 

VICTORIAN:  [Agrees]. 

 

GELVIN: What year did you retire?  

 

VICTORIAN: 2007. 

 

GELVIN: 2007. 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. 

 

GELVIN:  [06:28]  Pretty recently.  

 

VICTORIAN:  [Agrees]. 

 

GELVIN: Cool. 

 

VICTORIAN:  They . . . Well they were shutting down. They gave me early retirement.  

 

GELVIN: Early retirement? 
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VICTORIAN:  [06:35]  They were shutting down the . . . Some of the units. So I took an 

early retirement. 

 

GELVIN: Did you go to church anywhere here in Mossville? Did your family belong 

to any of the churches? 

 

VICTORIAN:  No, I went to the church at St. Bosco in Westlake. 

 

GELVIN: Oh, Westlake? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [06:50]  Yeah that’s where I been going for the . . . Since I been here. 

 

GELVIN: Very cool.  

 

VICTORIAN:  [Agrees]. 

 

GELVIN: Very nice. So you briefly mentioned the canteen and the barbershop in 

Mossville. 

 

VICTORIAN:  Yes. 

 

GELVIN: Do you have any particular memories from either of those that you’d like 

to share? 
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VICTORIAN:  Well . . . 

 

GELVIN: Any memories of going to the canteen? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [07:08]  Well one of my cousins said we were going to check out this 

canteen. That’s right . . . Like more like teenagers right down the road over here. So we checked 

it out. Back then we had the old ’56, ’55 Fords and all that. I bought me one. And it was cool 

then. 

 

GELVIN: Yeah. 

 

VICTORIAN:  Well mostly where the teenagers hung out, the canteen they called it. 

 

GELVIN:  [07:27]  You were a little older when you went to go visit there? Were 

you a little older than the teenagers? Or were you like seventeen, eighteen? 

 

VICTORIAN:  Yeah I was like seventeen when I first come here. 

 

GELVIN: Definitely. 

 

VICTORIAN:  But I had a lot . . . A lot of family . . . Cousins like to hang out together.  

 

GELVIN: Yeah. So would y’all go there to listen to music? Or dance? Or . . .  
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VICTORIAN:  [07:43]  Yeah. Listen to music. They had a . . . They also had a cinema 

right up here. You’d take your dates or whatever. Right on  . . . 

 

GELVIN: Right at . . . 

 

VICTORIAN: On the [Highway] 90. 

 

GELVIN: On 90? 

 

VICTORIAN: Right on 90 right here. They had a big cinema just as you go down Prater 

[Road] and a right . . . A left. About . . . Not far they had a cinema there.  

 

GELVIN: Do you have any particular memories of going to the cinema? Like do you 

have . . . I don’t know I guess maybe all the movies might be a blur by now. 

 

VICTORIAN: The popcorn, the smooching, you know how that goes. 

 

GELVIN:  [08:14]  Ooh! [Laughs].  

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. Sometime we’d go . . . Two or three couples . . . Two couples. 

Double date. Stuff like that. 

 

GELVIN: Cool. Cool. 
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VICTORIAN: [Agrees]. 

 

GELVIN: Awesome. Well in your time that you spent in Mossville, and then Texas 

for a little while, and then returning, are there any particular changes you’ve seen in the 

community over the years? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [08:34]  Oh, yes. A lot of changes. 

 

GELVIN: Yeah? Anything in particular you’d want to talk about? 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. Well it’s  . . . Before that happened, I went to work with BFI. 

 

GELVIN: What’s BFI? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [08:47]  BFI is a waste management. 

 

GELVIN: Okay.  

 

VICTORIAN: And they was digging holes, dumping stuff, and just filling stuff up. And I 

know some of that stuff was contaminated. 

 

GELVIN: Yeah. 
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VICTORIAN: Because then I quit, but I know where a lot of the holes at now, but it’s 

fenced in and everything. But I know a lot of that was going on and so when I heard people 

talking about how the water was bad, I knew why. 

 

GELVIN:  [09:24]  Yeah. You’d already seen it I guess. 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. Right. I already seen it going in the ground. So even the barrels with 

crosses on it . . . The orange barrels with the crosses on it. Yes. So I always drank bottled water. I 

can pinpoint where them holes at, but they all fenced in now. They . . . Somebody else got them, 

but I work for BFI like five, six years. 

 

GELVIN: Right here in Mossville? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [09:54]  No, they had a business place right up here and they had a pit 

right up here. Had two of them possibly. They had another one back here, but they had one right 

here. They had one in Cameron, well Hackberry. They caught up with them over there though. 

 

GELVIN:  Hackberry? 

 

VICTORIAN:   Yeah they never did catch up with them for dumping that hazardous stuff 

here, but they caught up with them over there in Hackberry. 

 

GELVIN: Yeah. 
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VICTORIAN:  [Agrees]. So I know about that. 

 

GELVIN: Yeah. 

 

VICTORIAN: So . . . Ashamed to say, but that’s how it is. That’s how they picked on us 

right here. And here we are all the plants coming in still. It’s not going to be a Mossville no 

more, so. 

 

GELVIN:  [10:40]  So does your whole family still live in Mossville?  

 

VICTORIAN: Partially . . . 

 

GELVIN: Do any of your siblings . . .? 

 

VICTORIAN: Partially some of them moved out. I’m fixing to move out myself. 

 

GELVIN: Oh, are you? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [10:48]  Yeah. 

 

GELVIN: Where are you planning on heading? 

 

VICTORIAN: I’m going to head . . . It’s almost DeQuincy. 
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GELVIN: In DeQuincy. 

 

VICTORIAN: High Hope Road. Yeah. I’m getting out of here, too. Yeah. 

 

GELVIN: Yeah. 

 

VICTORIAN: Hell if I do, and hell if I don’t, so I got to do something.  

 

GELVIN: Got to head out there. 

 

VICTORIAN:  [Agrees]. 

 

GELVIN:  [11:04]  Got you. Well . . . Okay, so just backtracking just a little bit. So 

we talked about the canteen. You mentioned the barbershop. Were there any other particular 

places in Mossville that you have any special memories in? Or any buildings or just places in 

Mossville that were important to you or you used to spend a lot of time at? 

 

VICTORIAN: I spent a lot of time . . . outdoors hunting and fishing in the woods and 

stuff because I liked that. I grew up doing that. 

 

GELVIN:  [11:26]  A lot of the woods right around here? 
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VICTORIAN: Yeah. The woods right around here. And it was all open then there wasn’t 

no posted signs nowhere. So that’s the things. And when they start digging all the ponds and 

everything, this is good fishing stuff. 

 

GELVIN: Yeah. 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. Some of them they covered up with stuff though, but . . . 

 

GELVIN: Got you. Well when your family first moved here, did y’all keep a garden 

or any livestock or animals? 

 

VICTORIAN: Oh, yeah. We kept a garden. Chickens, ducks, guineas  . . . 

 

GELVIN: Guineas? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [12:07]  Yeah because we come from the country. That’s how we grew 

up with live off the land a lot. 

 

GELVIN: Got you. 

 

VICTORIAN:  [Agrees]. 

 



Rufus Clarence Victorian       4700.2502       Tape 4420                                                            20 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

GELVIN: Got you. Very cool. Well yeah, before we wrap this up, just want to ask 

you if there’s anything else you’d like to say about Mossville? Like anything in particular that’s 

special to you about this place, or anything else you’d really like to share? 

 

VICTORIAN:  [12:28]  Well everybody’s like family in Mossville. I mean everybody’s 

just like families . . . are family and I hate to see us breaking up this way and everybody 

scattering out everywhere going to different directions. I was hoping we could all . . . If they 

could have worked something out where they could put us all back in another Mossville 

somewhere else. That’s what I . . . I’d made a suggestion, but . . . 

 

GELVIN: So y’all could all stay together? 

 

VICTORIAN: Yeah. Right, but that’s not happening.  

 

GELVIN: Got you. Got you. 

 

VICTORIAN: My two kids . . . I have two kids that grew up here. Went to school here in 

Mossville. One of them is in the military. One of them, she’s married, she lives in Opelousas 

now. 

 

GELVIN: In Opelousas. 

 

VICTORIAN:  [13:13]  [Agrees]. But they grew up and went to school in Mossville.  
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GELVIN: Got you. Is there anything else that you’d like to talk about in terms of 

Mossville being your home, or the community of Mossville, or your relationship with neighbors 

or other families here in Mossville? 

 

VICTORIAN: Oh, yeah. I miss already some of thems gone. I miss them already. It’s 

something. I mean I really miss them. Yes. We have a lot of . . . and if I move I’m going to miss 

them even more. I am moving. That’s a fact, so. That’s about it. 

 

GELVIN:  [13:49]  Got you. Well thank you . . . 

 

VICTORIAN: You’re welcome. 

 

GELVIN: Thank you so much for talking to us today. 

 

VICTORIAN: Thank you. 

 

GELVIN:  [13:55]  I really appreciate it. 

 

VICTORIAN: I’m glad I could share some stuff with you guys.  

 

GELVIN: Thank you so much for sharing your stories. I really . . . 

 

[End Tape 4420. End Session I.] 

[13:59] 


