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[Begin Tape 4568. Begin Session IV.] 
 
 

CHELSEA ARSENEAULT: Alright. That looks good. I'm here today, again, with Mr. 

M.D. Haki Vincent. It's March the twenty-fourth, 2016. This is our fourth interview together, I 

think, because we interviewed once together at the Rigmaiden Center, and then once with Jamie, 

and then Kyle. So yes, this is our fourth interview together.  

 

HAKI VINCENT:  Okay. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [00:27]  So we're in his home on Coach Williams . . . is it Drive or 

Avenue? Coach Williams . . .  

 

VINCENT: Coach Williams Drive.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Drive. 

 

VINCENT:  Yeah.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Road, whatever.  
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VINCENT: Road. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Coach Williams Drive. And we're here today to talk a little bit about your 

involvement in the environmental justice activism in Mossville [Louisiana]. So the first question, 

and to get started, I know you didn't . . . you didn't grow up here, but you moved here in the '70s.  

 

VINCENT: [Agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT: [00:53]  And I know that the movement kind of took off in the '90s for 

sure. But I wanted to ask you when did you first become aware that there was pollution in 

Mossville?  

 

VINCENT: I would say in the '80s. I would . . . Around the middle '80s.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What specific event kind of . . .  

 

VINCENT: Well they had some spills, toxic spills, and the people in the area where it spilled 

across the tracks were concerned about the health and the conditions. So that's when it really 

kicked off.  

 

ARSENEAULT: When you say "across the tracks," what does that mean?  

 

VINCENT: [02:03]  That was east of here. When I say "across the tracks," that's the east part 
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of . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: You mean like Bel Air? 

 

VINCENT: Yes, Bel Air area and the east part of Mossville.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay.  

 

VINCENT: [02:19]  That's when we were contacted by some people who were interested in 

exposing it. And they started what they call a Bucket Brigade. So we were empowered with the 

knowledge of how the Bucket Brigade worked. We were empowered with . . . See at that time 

they had those . . . what did they call them? Little beeper-like . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, like a detector . . . or something? 

 

VINCENT: No.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, a pager?  

 

VINCENT: Pager, yes. We started off with pagers. So people would call a certain number and 

let us know that they smelled whatever they smelled. Shirley and myself were the principal 

persons who checked on calls that we got from a pager about conditions somewhere in the 

community. So whenever they called, we would go out to that area and take a sample. We had 
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our buckets, and we would take a sample of whatever we smelled. The sample was mailed to 

California, to a lab in California, and they would check it and send the results back. So that 

would go on any time of night or day that we'd get a call. We'd have to run out and check and 

send the samples into the lab. So that's how we started. A lot of times the company that we were 

checking on would call the cops and the cops sought after us or send some of their security out to 

try to chase us off to keep us from getting samples of the mess that they were dumping. So that 

would go on on a regular basis quite a bit. We were getting a lot of good samples and a lot of 

results, and they were getting real shaky about us doing what we were doing. So that was the 

beginning of the Bucket Brigade.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [05:25]  I definitely want to ask you more about that. But back to like the 

1980s. What was spilled that first time? 

 

VINCENT: I think it was dioxin and a lot of other chemicals that they were not revealing what 

they were. So it was quite a bit that we don't know about.  

 

ARSENEAULT: When did Mossville's groundwater first get contaminated? 

 

VINCENT: I would think . . . I'm thinking it was the early part of the '80s.  

 

ARSENEAULT: That same spill? 

 

VINCENT: Yes. 
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ARSENEAULT: Or a different spill?  

 

VINCENT: No. I'm not sure . . .   

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

VINCENT: [06:32]  . . . because it was more than one refinery involved, and all of them are 

dealing with different chemicals and whatnot. So we're not sure of just what they were. But we 

do know that they were infecting and affecting people's health.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What . . . How did the company responsible . . . how did they tell the 

community what had happened?  

 

VINCENT: Well, they started off with a bunch of lies. I'm not sure if they really ever told the 

truth about what happened, how it happened, where it happened, and when it happened. The 

truth is really not known up to this point. But we do know a lot of people got sick, a lot of people 

died from the exposure.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What were some of the lies that they told? 

 

VINCENT: Number one, it wasn't them; it was somebody else, another plant. Or it wasn't 

toxic. Whatever lies they could think of to come up with, that's what they told. So we're not sure. 

They are.  
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ARSENEAULT: How did they eventually inform the community? Like did they go on TV, 

or did they come out and talk to y'all?  

 

VINCENT: [08:24]  Yes, they finally came out and talked to the people. I think the TV 

exposed a lot of it, so they didn't have a choice but to finally come out with some kind of excuse.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What do you remember about that? 

 

VINCENT: A lot of chaos, because it was he-say, she-say, they-say. It was a lot of that going 

on, and it's still a lot of it going on.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So y'all found out that the groundwater was contaminated. 

 

VINCENT: Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What happened after that?  

 

VINCENT: They started buying people out and giving them just change for what they owned. 

They wasn't giving them a fair price. As far as making them whole again, that wasn't happening. 

They were just giving them anything they could get away with to pacify the people and get them 

out of there so they could get the land. That was their strategy. So they knew the land was bad. A 

lot of places, they came in and removed the contaminated dirt so say move . . . remove the 

contaminated dirt and put some fresh dirt in there. But still the people wasn't sure about what 
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they were doing and whether it was right or not.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Where was that dirt taken?  

 

VINCENT: [10:21]  We don't know. We don't know if they put it on somebody else's land or 

what they did with it, because they put it in containers, covered containers, and hauled it off to 

wherever. So that's another question: where, and what it is? We don't know.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What was the community's . . . I'll just try to like understand. What do you 

do when you find out that the water you've been drinking is contaminated? What steps do you 

take after that?  

 

VINCENT: Well they were closing people's wells. They were informing people to buy water 

to drink. Basically, people were on their own. They had to spend more money to buy good water. 

They couldn't use the water. The only thing we could use the water for was like washing clothes 

and whatnot, and that still wasn't a good thing. Basically, everybody was on their own. 

Everybody had to fend for their self. And the little money they paid the people for their houses 

and property didn't do anything but get them into debt. So all those people that were moved out, 

they're in debt big time. So they're worse off than they were in the beginning.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [12:12]  How did they get in debt? 

 

VINCENT: Because the people, they weren't paid enough money to relocate their selves and 
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still be whole again. So all those people, basically, that moved are deep in debt again.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What about the water board? Do you remember that? 

 

VINCENT: Yes. The water board, I guess, were doing what they could to furnish the best 

water they were able to furnish under the conditions. But then they moved another water 

company in that's just as bad, or worse, than the one that was already there. People's water bills 

are higher. The water condition is no better than it was. It's just chaotic; it's a mess. They turned 

a lot of people's water off because they're late paying their bills, and this thing and the next thing. 

So it's really bad right now. I think the best water that's coming here is coming out of DeQuincy 

[Louisiana], and that's a good way down the road. So that's where we are right now.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [13:59]  So was the water board . . . was that after y'all found out there 

was contamination in the well water?  

 

VINCENT: The water board was there all the while.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

VINCENT: But then they started finding out the water conditions as time went on. It got 

worse because of the spill, and the water was leaking over into the water that's supplied to 

Mossville.  
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ARSENEAULT: [14:41]  Who was on the water board? Who kind of started that? 

 

VINCENT: Let me see. Mike [DeLong’s?] family. I think his father is one of them. It was 

about three or four people. I don't remember all their names right off but it . . . It was about four 

people on the water board at that time.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What were like their goals for the . . .  

 

VINCENT: [15:20]  Their goals were to try to get good water furnished. Try to get people's 

well . . . People had a lot of wells then, and a lot of the wells were becoming contaminated so 

they were closing the wells up. That was causing the people to have to buy water to drink. So 

that's the way it's been happening.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What kind of support did they have from like local government? 

 

VINCENT: The government was not helping the community. The government was basically 

helping the government doing what they do to get more money for what they need money for. So 

it was bickering back and forth. The government and the people were constantly bickering back 

and forth until they end up buying most of the people out and relocating, and they relocated their 

selves in different places. So they're still suffering from that buyout, so-called "buyout." The 

investigation of the . . . who did it, when they did it and all of that stuff, it's still going on, 

because we went to Geneva, Switzerland in the '90s and that's when we filed a complaint against 

the refineries and the government concerning all of the contamination in Mossville. But up to the 
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day, I haven't seen any results from all those reports we filed in Geneva, Switzerland in the '90s. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [17:51]  Was it a report on . . . What kind of report was it? 

 

VINCENT: Well it was reports about contamination from the twenty-something refineries 

surrounding us, and the lack of the government to respond to the reports, and make the 

community clear on what's happening, who's doing it, and the like. That has never come forward, 

to my knowledge, the response of all of the claims we filed against them. So it's still a mystery to 

me. I don't know about everybody else who were involved, but it's still a mystery about the 

whole issue.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [18:51]  Wow. I know I think . . . Was it Vista that took their . . .  

 

VINCENT: Vista was one of them.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Yes.  

 

VINCENT: [Agrees]  I think . . . Well, out of twenty-four . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: It's hard to . . . Yes. 

 

VINCENT: And out of the twenty-four, everybody's claiming it wasn't us; we didn't do it. So 

that's the mystery: who did it, how they did it, when they did it, and the like.  
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ARSENEAULT: [19:37]  So there's a spill, and then the company tried to cover it up . . .  

 

VINCENT: Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: . . . and they lied about it. How did the different industries gather 

information about what was going on here? 

 

VINCENT: How did they gather information about what was going on? 

 

ARSENEAULT: In Mossville.  

 

VINCENT: [20:12]  Well, that's a good question. I don't know if I can answer that or not, 

because they're so deceitful and so crooked that . . . I don't know. They have a lot of clones, too, 

who represent them and who will say anything they want them to say. So that's a tough question.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Was Mossville ever spied on? 

 

VINCENT: Hell, yes. People's mailboxes and trash cans been going through by spies of the 

refineries. Some of them are paid spies, and some of them are just . . . want to be spies. So who 

they are, who paid for them, where they come from, that's more mysteries. They had quite a few 

of them who come and go.  

 

ARSENEAULT: When did y'all find out you were being spied on? 
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VINCENT: [21:54]  That must have been in the '80s, too. A lot of people still don't know that 

they've been spied on. That's still a mystery, too. They don't know who and how, but they do 

know they were spied on.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So you don't know who . . . what company it was?  

 

VINCENT: No. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [22:21]  Or the people who were involved or anything like that? 

 

VINCENT: Because these companies, they are in position to pay mercenaries for any kind of 

information they want. They can do that. But the community can't afford to pay mercenaries to 

gather intelligence. So that's where we are.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So . . . Let's see. I wanted to . . . I was curious to ask you. What is dioxin? 

 

VINCENT: [Pardon]? 

 

ARSENEAULT: What is dioxin? 

 

VINCENT: [23:14]  Dioxin is chemicals produced by . . . I guess just about any plant you can 

name around here to . . . It's a deadly chemical. It's dealing with plastics. That's the main thing. 

It's a deadly plastic chemical that's produced for many purposes around here. So that's in the air 
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for the people to breathe.  

 

ARSENEAULT: When did the community first find out that there . . . that it was here in the 

air? 

 

VINCENT: During the Bucket Brigade investigations, which was quite a few. That's when it 

was found out.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What was the reaction? 

 

VINCENT: Well, disbelief from a lot of people. Lies from the refineries, mainly through 

employees that worked for them who don't want to lose their jobs. So that's the basis for their so-

called investigations and lies about it not being poisonous and all of this. They even lied to the 

employees. They don't tell them what they're handling a lot of times. They don't need masks and 

stuff like that. So a lot of these employees didn't live long after they were exposed. A lot of them 

have passed away.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [25:34]  If you don't mind me asking, you know what causes . . .  

 

VINCENT: Have what? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Causes of death, do you . . .  
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VINCENT: Oh, it's a lot of different causes: endometriosis . . . it's a lot of names that I can't 

recall at this time. But there's plenty that we don't know about, too. All we know is that people 

are disappearing because of the ailments that they're getting . . . receiving from these refineries. 

A lot of people bring the poison home with them in their clothes, because they handling all of 

this poison and they don't change their clothes when they leave the refinery. They'll wear them 

home and expose their children and their family to them, and before you know it they're sick. So 

a lot of that's happening, too.  

 

ARSENEAULT: How did . . . Do you remember Wilma Subra's work . . .  

 

VINCENT: [27:02]  Yes, I do.  

 

ARSENEAULT: . . . in the community? 

 

VINCENT: [Agrees] 

 

ARSENEAULT: Was she a part of the Bucket Brigade? 

 

VINCENT: Yes, she was involved. Yes, in the Bucket Brigade, too.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Can you tell us a little more about her and her involvement? 

 

VINCENT: [27:20]  She was real busy ever since I've been knowing her. She was real busy 
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and gathering intelligence far as the activity of the refineries. So she was getting a lot of 

information and exposing their corruption quite a bit. She was very active, yes. She used to be 

out there with us on the front line, struggling for righteousness. She did a lot of work; still doing 

a lot of work. She got a lot of information together concerning them.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Can you tell us a little bit more about the Bucket Brigade, kind of how it 

started.  

 

VINCENT: [28:12]  Well they started . . . I don't remember the names of the people who were 

involved. But they started with a group in California. They designed the buckets and the strategy 

on getting the information. So they came here and gave classes to . . . I think it was about three 

or four of us on how to operate the buckets and what to do with the material once you gathered 

the intelligence, send it to the . . . send it to California to a . . . what you call it? I was getting 

ready to say a studio, but a company . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: A lab or something? 

 

VINCENT: Lab. [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yes.  

 

VINCENT: Yes, send it to a lab out there. And the lab sends the results back to MEAN 

[Mossville Environmental Action Now], the organization that's representing Mossville. Then 
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they would determine what it was that we picked up, what time it was, where it was, and the like. 

So we would be gathering all that information to prove that one refinery or another were 

dumping poison on the people. So that's how that went on. And usually it was with the little 

beeper . . . what you call them again? 

 

ARSENEAULT: The pager.  

 

VINCENT: [30:15]  Pager. We were using pagers in the beginning, then we started using 

phones. But we're making quite a bit of progress. The refineries were getting really upset because 

of the information we were gathering. So they started doing more crooked stuff . . . more lies and 

more deceits.  

 

ARSENEAULT: When they saw y’all out there with the buckets, what would they do? 

 

VINCENT: They would panic. They would get their little crew out, some of their agents. 

They would call the police, sheriff department. But by that time we would have our sample and 

gone, because we had strategies set up to find out just where it was coming from, how to go in 

and get the sample as quick as we can and gone. So that's the way that would be working. We 

would move pretty fast.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So y’all had a plan beforehand?  

 

VINCENT: Yes. We had a working plan. Most times it would be at night, because that's when 
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they would dump their poison, at night, like a rainy night . . . stuff like that. So we would be out 

there in the rain and cold and whatever it took to get those samples. So a lot of times we would 

move, it would be mostly me and Shirley. The way we would do it is she would let me out at a 

certain spot and she would go down the road. By the time she'd go down the road, turn around 

and come back, I would have the sample and all I would have to do is just jump in the car with 

her and we'd take off and get it mailed off to them.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [32:25]  So how does it work? How does the bucket . . . how does that 

work?  

 

VINCENT: Well the bucket is . . . you got a little machine inside the bucket that draws the 

poison into, you got a bag. It draws it into the bag. It seals itself off in the bag. So whenever you 

take the bag, put it in the box and mail it to the address of the lab, and within a certain amount of 

time they would get the sample and send it back to us. So most of the times it would be at night 

or be a rainy day, and that's the kind of weather we'd be operating in to get samples on a regular 

basis. So we would have to be ready so if anybody calls us and say, "We got a smell over in this 

area, or over in that area," then that's where we would go to get our sample.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Anything else you remember about the bucket brigade? 

 

VINCENT: It was night and day. A lot of times we'd have to be in the car, ready, if we get a 

call. So a lot of times we would be sleeping in the car so we could be ready to move on out and 

get the sample. Sometimes we would be, maybe, two or three of us getting samples in different 
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places because we might get two or three different calls from different areas. So we were on the 

go regular.  

 

ARSENEAULT: How did you get involved?  

 

VINCENT: [34:27]  Well, I was already involved in the struggle. So I've always been 

interested in fighting for justice, truth, peace, freedom. It's in my blood. I'm a son of the Eli 

Vincent estate. And if you read the book of Eli, then you got an idea where I'm coming from 

[Laughs]. Have you read the book of Eli? [Laughs] You can get it from the library. Yes so . . . 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yes, that was your great-great-grandfather, right?  

 

VINCENT: Yes. So the only thing I can say is it's in my blood. It's in my genes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: It's in the DNA.  

 

VINCENT: Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: [35:28]  What about the first buyouts? What do you remember about 

those? 

 

VINCENT: It was hectic. They had the people against each other. I'm talking about it was 

chaos, really. And the people are still unhappy about what happened to them because they're in a 
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hole deeper than they were before. The buyout was bad, they had lawyers trying to get the people 

to sell out. I'm talking about it was a tragedy. The people are still pissed off about it.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you remember the lawyers involved or anything like that? 

 

VINCENT: Not right off. But it was local lawyers who supposed to been representing the 

people. They were crossing the people for a little change.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What about the lawsuit in 1995? When they . . . When Condea Vista was 

taken to court, do you remember anything about that?  

 

VINCENT: I wasn't involved, but all of it was chaotic. All of it was betraying the community.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you remember how much was offered in that first buyout?  

 

VINCENT: [37:18]  No, not really. But it wasn't a fair amount. I do remember that. 

Everybody was really upset. They were threatening the lawyers who were involved with the 

sellout and whatnot. Everybody was at each other’s throats.  

 

ARSENEAULT: And it was the Bel Air area first? 

 

VINCENT: Yes. 
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ARSENEAULT: Okay. 

 

VINCENT: [38:00]  They said it started in the Bel Air area and they came up to the tracks.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay.  

 

VINCENT: They said the spill didn't go across the tracks, or through the fence [laughs]. 

 

ARSENEAULT: How do they know that, I wonder? 

 

VINCENT: Yes, good question. They knew they were lying. They knew that far. So that's . . . 

That was the big straw that broke the camel's back when it did that. [phone ringing] 

 

ARSENEAULT: Do you need us to pause? 

 

VINCENT: Yes. Excuse me. [break in tape] 

 

ARSENEAULT: [38:41]  Looks good.  

 

KYLE TANGLAO: Going on? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yes, we're on. Alright, so . . . Oh, sorry I probably should have told you.  

 

http://www.lsu.edu/special/williams


Haki Vincent          4700.2510          Tape 4568                                                                          21 
 

Copyright is retained by LSU Libraries Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History and its successor agencies. Fair use provisions, as outlined in Title 
17 of the United States Code, apply. Copyright and duplication information are available at www.lsu.edu/special/williams 

TANGLAO: That's okay.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. So the first buyouts didn't come over the tracks. What do you . . . 

How are you involved with MEAN? 

 

VINCENT: [39:01]  I'm not involved with MEAN. MEAN ostracized Shirley and myself 

because we wouldn't go by the script. So we're not involved with MEAN any longer. MEAN had 

become weak and a sellout, as far as the community goes. They just reaching for crumbs, as far 

as I'm concerned. Because all of those moves that we've been involved with all over the country, 

some of them were in Detroit [Michigan], and Atlanta [Georgia], and you name it. But it's all 

involved in following the script . . . and we don't go by the script.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What was MEAN's goal when they first started? 

 

VINCENT: MEAN's goal was to make the refineries straighten their act up. But it never 

occurred, because they started throwing crumbs and people started going for the crumbs and 

going for the little trips that they'd go on so they can eat a meal and sleep in a hotel. But they 

haven't been making progress. That's been counterproductive, as far as I'm concerned and as far 

as the truth goes. They've been counterproductive. So the government and the refineries are in 

bed together, raping the communities. That's the bottom line right there.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So when MEAN first started, it's different than it was now?  
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VINCENT: [41:38]  Yes, much different.  

 

ARSENEAULT: When did you first get involved? 

 

VINCENT: Must have been in the late '80s. That's when I started, I think, around that time. 

The '80s, '90s, that's when I started traveling with them, going to different places like Geneva, 

Switzerland and different places like that. But as I traveled and became more wise, I could see 

where it wasn't taking us anywhere but around in circles. So that's when I had to let them know 

that they're not handling the truth, so I couldn't go by their scripts.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Where did y'all first meet when it first started out?  

 

VINCENT: Right here in Mossville, in the community at the community center.  

 

ARSENEAULT: And now where does MEAN . . . where do they meet now? 

 

VINCENT: [42:56]  I don't know where they have clandestine meetings . . . here, there, or 

wherever. [Laughs] So they're like hiding their selves and doing what they instructed to do.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Are there any other similar groups in Mossville? 

 

VINCENT: Yes and no . . . because most of the people are working without the city being 

involved, dictating.  
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ARSENEAULT: So what do you remember about any of the spills? 

 

VINCENT: I remember that we got a lot of good reading from the Bucket Brigades. But I 

don't know what they did with the information. I don't know how that was being handled at that 

time. But we got a lot of good readings that they're really poisoning the people. But who handles 

that after they get the good readings is another question, because I don't know if it's mercenaries 

who are handling it or what.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [45:05]  So you have all this information. What happens to it?  

 

VINCENT: That's a good question, too, because the ones who are supposed to be representing 

the community are mainly the ones who handle the information. So they . . . I don't know what 

they do with them when they got it. I don't know who get it from them, but I do know that I gave 

a testimony at a meeting we had one time. It was called a tribunal. The testimony I gave was 

maybe about an hour. And I was supposed to get a copy of this testimony before this tribunal, 

and I haven't got it yet. That's been years ago. That happened in New Orleans [Louisiana] under 

the organization that's supposed to be representing Mossville. Monique Harden was one of the 

ones who's over that.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Is she a lawyer? 

 

VINCENT: [46:28]  She's a lawyer, yes. She's an environmentalist lawyer. She's one of the 

ones who went to Geneva, Switzerland with us. So it’s a whole lot of unanswered questions 
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involved. I don't know when or if the truth is coming out. But there's a lot of unanswered.  

 

ARSENEAULT: I kind of want to know what it's like living next to so many plants. Like, 

what are some of the smells, or noises? 

 

VINCENT: Smells and noises are like . . . The noises are like a thunder storm. That's a 

refinery now. It be blowing off wherever they blowing off. They be dumping stuff at night, 

especially wet nights when it's raining and stuff.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Why do they do it on wet nights?  

 

VINCENT: Because it's harder to detect. Raining and whatnot, not many people going to be 

around out and they're not going to see as much. So the rain helps them mask the . . . whatever it 

is. It could be a fire, smoke, noise. All that be happening at night to cover up their wickedness.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [48:07]  Is there any other like alerts? 

 

VINCENT: Every now and then you might hear some . . . like a siren, or you might hear some 

chatter. But you can't tell what it is. All you know is it's just chatter at night, and mostly the bad 

nights is when they really do what they do. So nice nights and whatnot, they're not going to be 

doing much.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What about like an evacuation plan? Does the community have . . .  
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VINCENT: That's bullshit, because evacuation plan, a lot of times they have the gates locked; 

you can't even go that way. They have security out there sending you another way. They rarely 

have the evacuation business going on because they don't . . . [knocking on the door] 

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, should we pause it? 

 

TANGLAO: Should we pause it? 

 

ARSENEAULT: [49:13]  Yes, pause it. 

 

TANGLAO: Okay. [break in tape] 

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay, go. Alright, so a question I did want to ask you, kind of going back 

to the activism. Did you ever work with Debra Ramirez? 

 

VINCENT: Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: What can you tell us about some of her work? 

 

VINCENT: [49:34]  Yes, she's a go-getter. We've been on quite a few missions together. I 

think a lot of those missions we were on together, like Atlanta, Detroit . . . I don't know how 

many. But yes, she's definitely a go-getter as far as being a freedom fighter.  
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ARSENEAULT: How did she get involved? How did she first get involved? 

 

VINCENT: Well, she was living right there across the street from the refinery.  

 

ARSENEAULT: In Bel Air? 

 

VINCENT: Yes. She was a little girl they were living there. She would run around barefoot 

and whatnot. Her father was a good friend of mine. He used to work for the parish. But that's 

when they really start realizing the poison that they were receiving from the refineries. So she 

was a little girl when she started recognizing it. And she was one of the first ones who really 

started standing up and fighting against it. Debra is . . . she's a freedom fighter for sure.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [51:00]  What were some of the first things that she did? 

 

VINCENT: She started exposing the refineries, the spill. She was one of the first ones 

involved in the spill. Just how . . . because she was involved before I got involved, because they 

were living right there at the plants. So that's when it really started . . . I think it really started 

with her family and her neighbors right there, just about living in the refineries. So . . . Let me 

see. David . . . what's his last name? Y'all probably interviewed his family, too. He died in a fire 

in his house. He was one of the . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, the Prince family? 
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VINCENT: Yes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: I don't think I've interviewed anyone from that family.  

 

VINCENT: No? Well he was a good friend of mine, and he used to travel with us on a lot of 

these missions.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [52:04]  What happened to him? 

 

VINCENT: He was cooking in his house and a fire broke out. He got burned up in his house. 

That's questionable, too, because he was really a fighter. He used to park his vehicle in the 

driveway of the refinery so they couldn't go in and out. They'd call the police on him and all of 

this. David Prince was one of the principal persons in the fight.  

 

ARSENEAULT: He was from the Bel Air area as well? 

 

VINCENT: [Agrees] Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And he was close with Ms. Debra? 

 

VINCENT: [52:35]  Yes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Kind of on the frontlines out there, I guess? 
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VINCENT: Yes. So that was really strange the way he died, because we had just came back 

from a mission somewhere. I don't remember where. But we stayed together and that's when we 

really got to know each other. We stayed in the same apartment. Yes. So you had quite a few 

who were true freedom fighters, but then you had a lot who were traitors, too, because somebody 

in their family had a little plant job and they didn't want them to lose their job . . . carrying on 

like that. So yes, David Prince was one of the key people.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Were there any other mysterious deaths or anything like that? 

 

VINCENT: [53:45]  Well a lot of them were mysterious deaths because they were chemical-

related. They were dying and didn't know they were being killed because the management don't 

tell them what they're dealing with, what kind of chemical, what they need to use to protect their 

selves. Back then, they didn't care nothing about protecting the workers. The only thing they 

cared about was getting the work done by any means necessary. That mean you have to be 

exposed to chemicals and die. You know we're expendable. It's always somebody in line waiting 

to get the job you got. So that's the way they were. So be careful about trying to get a plant job. 

[Laughs] Be careful what you ask for; you just might get it all. [Laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT: What about the coverage, the media coverage, of Mossville? 

 

VINCENT: Media coverage is lightweight, because they care about the government and they 

don't want to make no noise or no waves dealing with the system. So they just barely touch on 

whatever they have to touch on. As far as true coverage, no they're not thinking about that. 
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They're thinking about the kickbacks they're getting from the big boys. What's the name of that 

paper? American Press.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [55:48]  The Lake Charles American Press.  

 

VINCENT: Yes. 

 

ARSENEAULT: And then KPLC.  

 

VINCENT: Yes, they're weak.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What about specials that have been done?  

 

VINCENT: Oh yes, they got some specials like Toxic Town Mossville by Dr. Sanjay Gupta. A 

lot of those are good. But the other ones, the little roody poo newspapers and whatnot, they're not 

concerned with the community. They're concerned with the refineries and the kickbacks they can 

get from the refineries.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Well I think we're at an hour. I know there's a lot . . . This is a heavy topic. 

I was going to ask you, were there any . . . This could be the last question, and then we can kind 

of wrap up. Where there any like programs offered to the community, like education programs or 

anything like that? 
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VINCENT: [56:53]  The only education programs they're offering for the community is you 

can get you a plant job. You want a plant job? Come on and take these classes. Other than that, it 

ain't happening. They might give some little roody-poo, something like they have some balloons 

and some little toys for children to play with. But other than that, nothing significant, nothing 

that's going to empower the people with knowledge, how to straighten this mess out. That's not 

happening. Everything represents . . . We can get you a plant job. So by the time you're sixty, 

you dead. And you don't get none of that money they're supposed to be saving to give you when 

you retire. The average person I've seen has got about, maybe, three or four checks from 

retirement before they passed away. I know one person got one check. The next check he was 

dead, so he couldn't cash it. That's what most people here, that's what's happening to them. They 

don't get none of their retirement money.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Was there ever any like education classes on like health and risks . . . 

anything like that? 

 

VINCENT: [58:57]  Not real. Most of them are fake business and most of them are chosen by 

the ones who running it. They get a chosen few who's going to go by the script and that's it. Just 

like most people with the jobs that come in are people who don't live here. So most of Mossville 

people who be trying to get jobs at the refineries, they don't get them because they have people 

from out of state.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So they're not even from here, they're from somewhere else.  
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VINCENT: So corruption here is the key. Just like [Edwin] Edwards just got out of prison, 

and he ain't scared to go back, either [Laughs]. He still do the same thing he's been doing.  

 

ARSENEAULT: He's a character.  

 

VINCENT: [1:00:10]  Going to the casinos, spending the people's money, and talking shit and 

lying.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Did you ever meet him? 

 

VINCENT: No, I didn't meet him. But I've seen a lot of his work though [Laughs].  

 

ARSENEAULT: I know I think he was involved in some of the Mossville . . .  

 

VINCENT: Oh yes, of course. Matter of fact, he was involved in the casino business where 

they had this black section of the graveyard. This casino right over here, little . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: L'Auberge? 

 

VINCENT: [1:00:41]  No, the other one.  

 

ARSENEAULT: The Golden Nugget? 
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VINCENT: What's the one right on this side? L'Auberge . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: I don't know. I know L'Auberge is the big one.  

 

VINCENT: Yes, not the big one. The one with the bird, right at the foot of the bridge right 

there.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Paradise? No. I don't know. Capri! 

 

VINCENT: Yes, Isle of Capri.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:01:02]  Yes.  

 

VINCENT: They had a graveyard right there where they built that casino. They had a white 

section graveyard and a black section graveyard. They finally asked the white section to do 

whatever they had to do, move it or whatever. But the black section, they just . . . That's history, 

too.  

 

ARSENEAULT: What happened to the black section? They just built over it?  

 

VINCENT: That's a question, too. We don't know what happened. The blacks didn't get 

compensated for their ancestors who were buried there, but the white section did.  
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ARSENEAULT: Was Edwards ever involved . . . Edwin . . . Governor Edwin Edwards, was 

he involved in getting water to Mossville? 

 

VINCENT: [1:01:55]  I don't know.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Okay. I'm just curious.  

 

VINCENT: [laughs]  If it was anything involving crime . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:02:03]  And corruption.  

 

VINCENT: Yes. [Laughs] He was. I'll put it like that.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Him and his . . .  

 

VINCENT: Because that's all I heard.  

 

ARSENEAULT: . . . twenty year-old wife.  

 

VINCENT: Yes. That's all I heard about when I moved here was him and what he was doing. 

It was nothing but corruption. The ones who were with him were one of the mercenaries would 

get a couple of dollars. Simple as that.  
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ARSENEAULT: Did anyone in the community kind of work for him or anything like that? 

 

VINCENT: [1:02:36]  I'm sure, yes. Montgomery . . . Valery Montgomery. Those kind of 

people used to work for him because they used to go around the community to tell them who to 

vote for. They get a little kickback.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Who would they tell the community to vote for?  

 

VINCENT: Whoever they were told. In other words, if it was Edwards, that's who he would    

. . . whoever the fat cats with a dollar. That's who'd they'd vote. Simple as that. I couldn't believe 

it when I got here how far Lousy-ana is behind other states like Washington, D.C. and whatnot.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Did you call it "Lousy-ana"? 

 

VINCENT: [1:03:26]  Lousy [Laughs]. Really lousy. I mean, you know it's run by . . . what 

do they call it? What do they call this system here? The Napoleonic Laws? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Oh, yes.  

 

VINCENT: You know about that?  

 

ARSENEAULT: [Agrees] It's still under Napoleonic Law.  
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VINCENT: Yes.  

 

ARSENEAULT: You can't eat cherry pie on Sunday. That's one of them.  

 

VINCENT: [laughs] Can't what? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Can't eat cherry pie on Sunday.  

 

VINCENT: [1:03:59]  What's cherry pie on Sunday got to do with anything? 

 

ARSENEAULT: That's one of the Napoleonic Laws.  

 

VINCENT: Really? 

 

ARSENEAULT: Yes. 

 

VINCENT: What? But anyway, I do know. [Laughs] He laughing. Don't try to eat no cherry 

pies now. He might go under the guillotine or something.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Yes, surely.  

 

VINCENT: [1:04:24]  But yes, I discovered that when I first came here how far behind the 

people are here. They are really clones.  
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ARSENEAULT: When you say "clone," what does that mean? 

 

VINCENT: That means they've been programed to do exactly what white supremacy and . . . 

what's the other word they're using here? Napoleonic bullshit all up under that.  

 

ARSENEAULT: So would you vote for whoever? 

 

VINCENT: [1:05:03]  I don't even vote. I wouldn't vote for none of them. [Laughs] None of 

them.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Very interesting. That's a whole other interview, I think.  

 

VINCENT: I have never voted. Even when Obama was running. Something wrong with those 

pictures. And you see what's happening with him now. White supremacy got him in their pocket. 

Any time he's going to pass a law where two men can marry each other, or two women can 

marry each other, and he's got daughters, what is that telling them? You better go and marry you 

a woman, girl [Laughs]. Something wrong there, big time. But maybe I'm too old to realize what 

y'all realize. Y'all might realize something I don't, because I sure can't see that picture.  

 

ARSENEAULT: I just can't say my opinion on the tape.  

 

VINCENT: [1:06:16]  [Laughs] Well I'll put mine anywhere it goes.  
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ARSENEAULT: You can say whatever you want.  

 

VINCENT: Hell, yeah. I'm old enough. [Laughs]  

 

ARSENEAULT: Whatever you want. I can't wait until I'm old.  

 

VINCENT: [Laughs] Really. 

 

ARSENEAULT: Say whatever I want.  

 

VINCENT: Let it all come out. So that's the 411 on all I can remember right now. But y'all 

have to realize, too, about Haki. He's suffering from PTSD, and that's not nice. So it is what it is 

and you have to deal with it.  

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:06:58]  Is there anything else you want to say about the environmental 

justice? 

 

VINCENT: Environmental . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: For your activism?  

 

VINCENT: Yes, environmental justice don't exist. It's injustice. Justice don't exist unless you 

are being blessed by a white supremacy. Then you get a little kickback. And I ain't about to be 
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getting no blessing because I ain't the right color. Yes, I'm almost there [ . . . ?]. [laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT: Got to check every day. Not yet! 

 

VINCENT: I was looking at my hands this morning. I was rubbing my shoulders. Talking 

about how you get so dark, white boy? [Laughs] 

 

ARSENEAULT: [1:07:57]  Well I think that's it. Anything else about MEAN or the plants 

or anything like that for the record, for the permanent record? 

 

VINCENT: Well . . .  

 

ARSENEAULT: Or the Bucket Brigade? 

 

VINCENT: All of our environment have been just. But as far as the traitors and all of the 

environment that we have been involved with, they will meet their maker for being traitors. But 

other than that, “a luta continua,” the struggle continues.  

 

ARSENEAULT: Alright. Well thank you so much for talking with us today. We'll make 

sure and get you a copy of this one so you can listen to it or show your . . .  

 

VINCENT: My daughter got the other. You said it's three more or four more copies? But 

anyway, I sent her the other copy.  
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ARSENEAULT: I tried emailing them a link. Did they get the . . . Here, I can stop this now. 

We're stopping it. 

 

[1:09:28]  

[End Tape 4568. End Session IV.]  
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