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Use of manuscript materials.  If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill 
out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see.  Consult the Container List for location 
information needed on the call slip. 
 
Photocopying.  Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.  The 
existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must be maintained. 
 
Publication.  Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright, 
literary property rights, and libel. 
 
Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish.  Any 
publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written 
permission.  Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head, 
Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA, 70803-3300.  When 
permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the 
LLMVC. 
 
Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or 
publications.  The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary 
page.  Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 
Valley Collections are welcomed. 
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Summary 

  
Size. 290 items, 5 volumes 
  
Geographic 
locations. 

Rapides Parish, La.; New Orleans, La. 

  
Inclusive dates. 1807-1900 
  
Bulk dates. 1850-1880 
  
Language. English 
  
Summary. Chiefly financial papers of George B. Marshall and members of his family 

including bills for services and goods and account books for tenant 
farmers. 

  
Organization. Chronological 
  
Restrictions on 
access. 

If microfilm is available, photocopies must be made from microfilm. 

  
Related 
collections. 

N/A 

  
Copyright. Copyright of the original materials is retained by descendants of the 

creators in accordance with U.S. copyright law. 
  
Citation. George B. Marshall Family Papers, Mss. 969, Louisiana and Lower 

Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 
  
Stack location(s). B:41; J:7; OS:M 
  
Also available on: Microfilm 5735, Series B, Reels 12-13 

Omission: volumes 
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Biographical/Historical Note 

 
George B. Marshall was a sugar and cotton planter of Crescent Plantation, Cheneyville, Rapides 
Parish. He married Margaret Dawson Cureton, daughter of William H. and Mary B. Cureton, 
early settlers of Rapides Parish. 
 
During the Civil War, George B. Marshall served as Captain of Company C, First Battalion, 
Louisiana State Cavalry. 

 
 
 

Scope and Content Note 
 

Legal papers make up a large part of this collection and concern land sales and transfers, 
mortgages, and sales of slaves.  Also within the collection are financial documents, including 
various accounts, receipts, and balance sheets, most of which pertain to cotton sales.  Military 
papers include a letter from Reuben Kemper communicating the death of his son who died after 
fighting in the Battle of New Orleans (1815) and Civil War documents such as two muster rolls 
(March 20, 1863 and August 31, 1863) and George Marshall’s military appointment to Captain 
(1863).  Printed items include an Index to the sixth volume of the Extra Globe (1841) and 
clippings from The Weekly Times-Democrat (April 10, 1891 and February 26, 1892).  
 
The collection contains three daybooks and two record books for Crescent Plantation.  Record 
books from the Reconstruction period contain contracts and accounts for tenant farmers and 
laborers, and a daybook records accounts with a blacksmith, possibly a slave. 
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Series Descriptions 
[The collection is arranged chronologically, but like items are described in groups below.   

See the Container List for description reflecting physical arrangement] 
 
 

Series I, Legal and Financial Papers, 1807-1900 
Legal papers make up a large part of this collection; they concern land sales and transfers, 
mortgages, and sales of slaves.  The earliest items pertain to the estate of Henry Dawson and the 
division of his property (1807), while subsequent items document the transfers of tracts of land 
in Rapides Parish (1818-1832).  Also included is a plat of land near Bayou Boeuf belonging to 
Josias Chambers (1818), a pre-emption claim by Joseph Tanner, a form of a stockholders oath, 
and letters to John Hagan from E.F. Briggs discussing various properties (1832).  Mortgages of 
William H. Cureton (1833) and sales of land to Mary B. Cureton (1848-1849) are included, as 
are sales of slaves, consisting of contracts between George B. Marshall and John B. Smith as 
well as between Marshall and Alexander Hagan (1855).  Other legal documents include a 
partnership of Mrs. M.R. Johnson with George B. Marshall and his wife, Margaret Dawson 
Marshall (1857), and an agreement of Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Marshall with Mrs. M.B. Ford 
(1857). 
 
Financial papers include various accounts, receipts, and balance sheets, many of which involve 
cotton sales.  Letters to Mrs. M.B. Cureton concern sales of cotton (1848-1853), as do lists from 
Cammack & Ringgard (1841).  Tax receipts (1862-1900) as well as a file of bankruptcy for G.B. 
Marshall (1869) are also included. 
 
 
Series II, Military Papers, 1815, 1863 
A letter from Reuben Kemper to John Dawson communicates the death of his son Willis Dawson 
who died of pleurisy after fighting in the Battle of New Orleans (February 3, 1815).  Civil War 
documents include two muster rolls from Company C, First Battalion, Louisiana State Cavalry 
(March 20, 1863 and August 31, 1863) and George Marshall’s military appointment to Captain 
(1863).  
 
 
Series III, Printed items, 1841-1892 
Printed items include an Index to the sixth volume of the Extra Globe (1841) and clippings from 
The Weekly Times-Democrat (April 10, 1891 and February 26, 1892). 
 
 
Series IV, Volumes, 1854-1893 
The collection contains three daybooks and two record books for Crescent Plantation.  One 
daybook, 1855-1863, contains accounts for members of the family and neighbors for work done 
by a blacksmith, possibly a slave.  Record books during the Reconstruction period contain store 
accounts and contracts with tenant farmers and laborers.  An entry for 1866 records fines 
imposed on African-Americans for breaking the peace.  These fines were set by an arbitration 
group composed of African-Americans.  For a detailed list of volumes, see the container list. 
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Index Terms 

 
Account books.  
 
African American agricultural laborers--Louisiana.  
 
African Americans--Legal status, laws, etc.  
 
Bills (financial) 
 
Blacksmiths--Louisiana.  
 
Confederate States of America. Army. Louisiana Cavalry Battalion, 1st. Company C--Registers.  
 
Contracts.  
 
Cotton growing--Louisiana.  
 
Crescent Plantation (Rapides Parish, La.)  
 
Cureton, William H.  
 
Cureton, Mary B.  
 
Dawson, John, planter.  
 
Daybooks.  
 
Kemper, Reuben, 1770-1826 or 7.  
 
Marshall, Margaret Cureton.  
 
Muster rolls.  
 
Plantation owners--Louisiana.  
 
Plantations--Louisiana.  
 
Rapides Parish (La.)--History--19th century.  
 
Slavery--Louisiana.  
 
Sugarcane growing--Louisiana.  
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Container List 
 
Stack 
Location

 
Box

 
Folder(s)

 
Contents (with dates)

    
B:41 1 1-12 1807-1869 
    
 2 13-15 1870-1900, undated 
    
J:7 -- -- Vol. 1 Daybook.  Crescent Plantation, 1854-1863, 1881 
   Vol. 2 Daybook.  Crescent Plantation, 1858-1883 
   Vol. 3 Daybook.  Store Accounts, 1884-1889 
   Vol. 4 Record Book.  George B. Marshall, 1858-1861 
   Vol. 5 Record Book.  1855, 1878, 1889-1893 
    
OS:M -- 1 Plat of land near Bayou Boeuf (1828); Survey of land in 

Rapides Parish (1828); land grants (1825, 1829); account of 
William Cureton (1836); Muster Rolls (March 20, 1863; 
August 31, 1863); Military Appointment (1863);  

    
 -- 2 Printed items (1841-1892) 
    
 -- 3 Plat of land near Bayou Boeuf (undated) 
    
    
MF:5735, 
Series B 

-- Reels 12-
13 

Omission: 
Volumes 
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