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SUMMARY 
  
Size. 16 linear feet 
  
Geographic 
locations 

Louisiana; Mississippi 

  
Inclusive dates 1799-1993 
  
Language English 
  
Summary Papers of LSU geography professor contains correspondence, writings, 

lectures, field notes, maps, photographs, and other materials pertaining to 
geography, geology, and teaching. 

  
Organization Arranged categorically, then chronologically 
  
Restrictions on 
access 

No restrictions on access. 

  
Related 
collections 

None. 

  
Copyright For those materials not in the public domain, copyright is retained by the 

descendants of the creators in accordance with U.S. Copyright law. 
  
Citation Richard J. Russell Papers, Mss. 2648, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 

Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
  
Stack locations  7:78-96; OS:R 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 
 
Richard Joel Russell (1895-1971) was a renowned geographer. After his training in forestry, 
paleontology, structural geology, and physical geography, Russell came to Louisiana State 
University from California in 1928 at the request of Professor Henry V. Howe.  His research 
established his reputation as a world expert on the Mississippi and other delta regions, as well as 
on coastal erosion, and coastal ecology. 

During the 1950s he served on various committees of the National Research Council, and he 
served as chairman of the Division of Earth Sciences and Earth Sciences Section of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science.  Russell and Professor Howe were 
instrumental in establishing the Coastal Studies Institute at LSU in 1952.  Because of his 
professional and scholastic contributions, he was awarded the distinguished faculty rank of Boyd 
Professor in 1962.  

 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
The Richard J. Russell papers consist of correspondence, manuscripts, lectures, field notes, 
photographs, maps, and other materials documenting Russell's professional research in physical 
geography. The collection includes materials on meander rivers, climate, alluvial morphology, 
Mississippi River channels, deltas, and soils, as well as his participation in professional 
organizations.   
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INDEX TERMS 
 
Climatology—Research.  
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Climatic geomorphology—Research.  
Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, La.). Coastal Studies Institute.  
Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, La.). Dept. of Geography and 
Anthropology. 

 

Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, La.). Dept. of Geology and Geophysics.  
Meandering rivers—United States.  
Mississippi River Delta (La.)  
Mississippi River--Alluvial plain.  
River channels—United States.  
Soils--Mississippi River Valley.  
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CONTAINER LIST 
 

Location 
 
Box 

 
Folder(s) 

 
Contents (with dates) 

    
7:78 1 1-58 Correspondence (1917-1971, undated) 
  59-62 Correspondence, Science and Aeronautics (1960-1966) 
    
7:79 2 1-3 Correspondence, Science and Aeronautics (1967-1970) 
  4 Correspondence, To Be Filed Elsewhere (1928-1929) 
  5 Correspondence, West Indies (1964) 
  6 Correspondence, Young Geographers Program (1955-

1964) 
  7-12 Correspondence, Zeitschrift fur Geomorphoogie (1957-

1971) 
  13-26 Correspondence, National Academy of Science (1961-

1971, undated) 
  27-29 Correspondence, misc. (1963-1970) 
  30-31 Field Notes, Beach Rock and Coral Flats (1957, 1962-

1963, undated) 
  32-33 Field Notes, Belgium (1948) 
  34 Field Notes, Claiborne of E. Texas (1938) 
  35 Field Notes, Fort Adams (1855-1923) 
  36 Field Notes, Localities (1939) 
  37 Field Notes, Meander River (undated) 
  38 Field Notes, S. W. Louisiana (undated) 
  39-41 Field Notes, S. W. Rainfall and Record Temperature 

Ranges (1905-1932) 
  42-45 Field Notes, Weather Reports (1930-1934) 
  46-49 Field Notes, Miscellaneous (1939, 1964, 1967, undated) 
  50 Writings,  Bibliographical Material of Russell 
  51-53 Writings, “Alluvial Morphology” (undated) 
    
7:80 3 1-2 Writings, “Aspects of Coastal Morphology” (undated) 
  3 Writings, “Australian Tidal Flats” (1963, undated) 
  4-5 Writings, “Bag Samples” (1968-1969) 
  6 Writings, Barbados (1965, undated) 
  7-10 Writings, Beach Rock Paper (1956-1963, undated) 
  11 Writings, “Climate of Texas” (undated) 
  12 Writings, “Climatic Changes” (undated) 
  13 Writings, “Coastal Features” (1969) 
  14 Writings, Coastal Reconnaissance in Oregon and 

California (1970) 
  15-20 Writings, Culture Worlds, Plates (undated) 
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Folder(s) 
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7:80 3 21-22 Writings, Culture Worlds (undated) 
  23-25 Writings, Cusps (1964-1965, undated) 
  26-27 Writings, Extreme Temperature Ranges (undated) 
  28 Writings, “Diminishing Beach Sand Supply” (`97`) 
  29 Writings, “The Ecology and Geologic Role of 

Mangroves in Florida” (undated) 
  30-31 Writings, Fault Patterns (1928-1929) 
  32-34 Writings, Freeze and Thaw (1936) 
  35 Writings, “Geologic Climates” (1941) 
  36 Writings, Geosynclinal Theory, notes (undated) 
  37-40 Writings, Loess (1932) 
  41-43 Writings, Louisiana Climates (1799-1930) 
  44 Writings, Mississippi River Delta (1932, undated) 
    
7:81 4 1-3 Writings, Mississippi River Delta (1932, undated) 
  4-8 Writings, Old California (undated) 
  9 Writings, Modern Channels of the Mississippi River 

(undated) 
  10 Writings, “Origin of Beach Rock” (undated) 
  11-15 Writings, Original Manuscripts (1933, 1936, undated) 
  16 Writings, Physiographic regions of La. (undated) 
  17 Writings, Prospectus (undated) 
  18-23 Writings, “Rivers and Deltas” (undated) 
  24 Writings, “Report on the Extent and Variety of 

Louisiana Hardwoods” (1940) 
  25 Writings, Soil Survey of E. Baton Rouge Parish, 

Louisiana (1905) 
  26 Writings, “Techniques of Eustasy Studies” (undated) 
  27-28 Writings, Translations (1929) 
  29 Writings, “Water Table Effects on Seacoasts” (1971) 
  30-41 Writings, Miscellaneous Writings (1913-1923, 1931-

1933, 1968-1970) 
  42-47 Writings, Miscellaneous (undated) 
  48 Writings, Poetry (undated) 
  49 Writings, Reviews (undated) 
  50 Writings, Biographical Sketch (undated) 
  51 Writings, Research Proposals (1966) 
  52 Writings, Theta Tau—chapter histories (undated) 
  53 Writings, Miscellaneous Published (1934, undated) 
    
7:82 5 1 Volume of Survey, Auto Expenses (1923)  
  2 Volume of Survey, Notes on Texas Areas (1929) 
  3 Volume of Survey, Biloxi and Islands (1935) 
  4 Volume of Survey (1941) 
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Folder(s) 
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7:82 5 5 Volume of Survey (1941-1942) 
  6-8 Volume of Survey (1944) 
  9 Volume of Survey (1944-1945) 
  10 Volume of Survey, Notes on Fletcher Lake (1945) 
  11 Volume of Survey, Belgium (1948) 
  12 Volume of Survey (1945-1950) 
  13 Volume of Survey, Mississippi River Florida (1968-

1969) 
  14 Volume of Survey, Oregon, North Carolina (1970) 
  15 Volume of Survey (1971) 
  16-17 Volume of Survey (undated) 
  18 Volume of Survey, Mississippi, Louisiana (undated) 
  19 Volume of Surveys, Belgium (undated) 
  20 California Field Notes (undated) 
  21 Volume of Surveys (undated) 
    
7:83 6 1 Volume of Field Notes (1952) 
  2 Volume of Surveys (1952) 
  3 Volume of Surveys (1958) 
  4 Volume of Surveys, on Caribbean (1958-1959) 
  5 Volume of Surveys (1959) 
  6 Volume of Surveys on Germano [?] (1959) 
  7 Volume of Surveys, on Europe ( 1960) 
  8 Volume of Surveys, on Pacific (1961) 
  9 Volume of Surveys, on Pridominical (1961) 
  10 Volume of Surveys (1961) 
  11 Volume of Surveys, South Africa (1963) 
  12 Volume of Surveys (1963) 
  13-14 Volume of Surveys (1964) 
  15 Volume of Surveys, Barbados, St. Vincent (1966) 
  16-17 Geography 1—Lecture 
  18-19 Geography 2—Lecture 
  20-26 Economic Geography Notes 
    
7:84 7 1 Advanced Meteorology (undated) 
  2-7 California (undated) 
  8-13 College Notes (undated) 
  14-15 Economics 7, 8, and 9 (undated) 
  16-18 Economic Geography (undated) 
  19-24 Economic Geography (undated)  
  25 Economic Geology (undated) 
  26-27 Elementary Meteorology (undated) 
  28 Geomorphology- old (undated) 
  29 Geology 2-C (1917) 
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Folder(s) 
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7:84 7 30-34 Geomorphology- Lecture Notes (undated) 
  35-36 Geography 8 (undated) 
  37-40 Geology 5 (undated) 
  41-45 Geography of California (undated) 
  46 Geomorphology- Current (undated) 
  47-49 Physical Geography North America (undated) 
  50-53 Petrography (undated) 
  54-55 Structure (undated) 
    
7:85 8 1 Lawson’s Frosh Course 
  2 Lecture Notes—Geology of North America 
  3 Geology (undated) 
  4 Lectures- Misc. (undated) 
  5-7 Lectures (undated) 
  8-9 Lectures- Geology (undated) 
  10-12 Miscellaneous Lectures 
  13-15 Lectures (undated) 
  16 Introduction (1960) 
  17 Introduction (undated) 
  18 Introduction, Chapter 1 
  19 Introduction to Geology, Part A, No. 1 
  20-21 Why Study Geology?  Introduction, 2 Figures, 1-7 
  22-24 Major Relief Features—Chapter 2 
  25 Geodetic Facts—Chapter 2 
  26 The Interior of the Earth’s Lithosphere-Chapter 3 
  27 Geodic Facts 
  28-29 Composition of the Earth’s Outer Shell 
  30 Major Relief Features—Chapter 3 
  31 Composition of Earth’s Crust- Chapter 4 
  32 The Common Igneous Rocks- Chapter 4 
  33 Earth’s Interior- Chapter 4 
  34 A few Geodic Facts Concerning Interior of Earth- 

Chapter 4 
  35 Composition and Minerals of the Lithosphere-Chapter 5 
  36 Common Igneous Rocks- Chapter 5 
  37 Continents and Oceans- Chapter 5 
  38 Common Igneous Rocks- Chapter 6 
  39 Chemically and Biologically Formed Rocks- Chapter 6 
  40 Isostasy- Chapter 6 
  41-42 Common Clastic Rocks- Chapter 7 
  43 Diastrophism- Chapter 7 
  44 Metamorphic Rocks- Chapter 7 
  45 Igneous Activity- Chapter 8 
  46 Common Metamorphic Rocks- Chapter 9 
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Folder(s) 
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7:85 8 47 Continents and Oceans- Chapter 9 
  48 Superficial, Structural, and Topographic Forms- Chapter 

9 
  49 Plutonic Processes- Chapter 10 
  50 Geologic Structures- Chapter 10 
  51 Igneous Structures- Chapter 11 
  52 Igneous Structures: Intrusive- Chapter 11 
  53 Oceans  
  54 Epeirogenesis and Orgenesis- Chapter 12 
  55 Igneous Rock Structures- Chapter 12 
  56 Igneous Activity- Chapter 13 
  57 Igneous Structures- Chapter 14 
  58 Stratigraphy, Correlation, and the Time Scale- Chapter 

15 
  59 Deformation- Chapter 16 
  60 Stratigraphy, Correlation, and the Time Scale- Chapter 

16 
  61 Fold Structures- Chapter 17 
  62 Folds and Folding- Chapter 17 
  63 Faults, Fractures, notes- Chapter 17 
  64 Faults and Fractures- Chapter 18 
  65 Faults- Chapter 18 
  66 Earthquakes- Chapter 19 
  67 Structure and Topography- Chapter 19 
  68 Fault Structures- Chapter 20 
  69 Geophysics and Geochemistry- Chapter 20 
  70 Correlation and Time Scales- Chapter 21 
  71 Gravity and Isostasy- Chapter 21 
  72 Earthquakes- Chapter 22 
  73 Structural Features 
    
7:86 9 1 Petroleum and Natural Gas- Chapter 25 
  2 Coal and other Non-Metallic Materials- Chapter 26 
  3 Applied Geology- Chapter 23 
  4 Ground Water- Chapter 24 
  5 Rivers 
  6 River Terrace- Chapter 23 
  7 Terraces 
  8 Lakes 
  9 Mechanical Disintegration- Chapter 11 
  10 Weathering 
  11 Soils 
  12 Soils- Chapter 13 
  13 Metal Deposits- Chapter 27 
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Folder(s) 
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7:86 9 14 Soils- Chapter 13 
  15 Soils- Chapter 14 
  16 Erosion 
  17 Polycyclic and Paracyclic Erosion in Uplands- Chapter 

22 
  18 Destructive Processes- Chapter 14 
  19 Mass Transportation 
  20 Transportation 
  21 Entrainment and Transportation in Currents- Chapter 16  
  22 Movements Associated with Flow- Chapter 15 
  23 Stream Patterns in Uplands- Chapter 20 
  24 Denudation of Uplands- Chapter 19 
  25 Denudation of Alpine Summits 
  26 Cliffs and their Recession- Chapter 21 
  27-29 Glaciation 
  30 Shoreline 
  31 Sedimentation 
  32 Sedimentary Processes- Chapter 12 
  33 Sedimentary Processes- Chapter 13 
  34 The Earth as a Whole- Chapter 8 
  35 Mapping and Field Techniques- Chapter 14 
  36 Mapping and Field Techniques- Chapter 15 
  37 Structural Features; Mapping and Field Techniques- 

Chapter 15 
  38 Structures 
  39 Maps & Sections—Chapter 22 
  40 Physiography & Structure—Chapter 18 
  41 Limestone Regions 
  42 Processes of Rock Formation 
  43 Desert 
  44 Wind 
  45 Volcanoes 
  46 Coastal Marches 
  47 Advance Summary 
  49 The Geographic Cycle 
  50 Rock-Making Minerals 
  51 Salt Domes—Chapter 16 
  52 Loss 
  53 Miscellaneous References 
  54 Seismology—Chapter 23 
  55 Geochemistry—Chapter 24 
  56 Economic Geology—Chapter 24 
  57 Engineering Geology—Chapter 26 
  58 Hydrology & Groundwater—Chapter 27 
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Folder(s) 
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7:86 9 59 Petroleum & Other Hydrocarbons—Chapter 28 
  60 Surface Environments 
  61 Oceanography 
  62 Sedimentary Environments 
  63 Denudation Cycle—Chapter 32 
  64 Erosion & Running Water—Chapter 32 
  65 Mass Wasting—Chapter 31 
  66 Land Forms Part G Weathering:  Disintegration—

Chapter 29 
  67 Geological Survey—Topographic Instructions 
  68 Miscellaneous Notes 
  69 Rock on Paleontology (1919) 
  70-71 Printed Items (1922-1923, 1929-1930) 
  72 Printed Items (1936-1938) 
  73 Publications (1940, 1938) 
  74 Printed Items, Press Releases (1969) 
  75-77 Printed Items, Conferences (1964-1969) 
  78 Printed Items (1920) 
  79 Printed Items (1963-1969) 
  80-83 Theta Tau Publications (1931, 1940) 
  84-86 Theta Tau Publications (1954, 1957) 
  87 Louisiana Conservation Review, Spring 1939 
  88 Professional Cards 
    
7:87 10 1 Identification of Slides 
  2 Geography 
  3 Report to the Council for Science of Indonesia 
  4 University of California, Correspondence Course, Map 

Reading & Interpretation 
  5-17 Reprints of Russell Articles (1926-1966) 
  18-19 Polar World (Physical)—Chapter 2 
  20 Europe—Chapter 4 
  21 Climate and Vegetation—Chapter 5 
  22 pp. 107-133—Chapter 6, Table 5 
  23 British Isles (Physical and Cultural Background)—

Chapter 7, pp. 134-163, Table 5. 
  24-25 British Isles (Modern)—Chapter 8, pp. 164-197, Table 5 
  26-27 Scandinavian Lands—Chapter 9, pp. 198-216, Table 7 
  28 Other Scandinavian Countries—Chapter 10, pp.217-

240, Table 7 
  29 The Low Countries—Chapter 11, pp. 241-266 
  30 Central Europe—Chapter 12, pp. 267-291, Table 7 
  31 Central Europe (Cultural Success)—Chapter 13, pp. 

292-317, Table 8 
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7:87 10 32 Eastern Europe (Physical, Cultural Background)—
Chapter 15, pp. 337-354, Table 11 

  33 Eastern Europe (Cultural)—Chapter 16, pp. 355-373 
  34 Eastern Europe—Chapter 17, pp. 374-391, Table 13 
  35 Shatter Belt (Finland & Baltic States)—Chapter 18, pp. 

392-416 
  36 Shatter Belt (North Slavery State)—Chapter 19, pp. 

417-130 
  37 Shatter Belt (Darmbian Zone)—Chapter 20, pp. 431-

448 
  38 Shatter Belt (South Slav, etc. . .)—Chapter 21, pp. 229-

467 
  39 Mediterranean:  Greece—Chapter 22, pp. 468-485 
  40 Iberia—Chapter 24, pp. 503-520, Table 20 
  41 West Transition Zone (France, Switzerland)—Chapter 

25, pp. 521-536 
  42 West Transition Zone (Cultural)—Chapter 26, pp. 237-

556, Table 19 
  43 Dry World (Physical)—Chapter 27, pp. 557-580, Table 

19 
  44-58 Cultural Worlds, Brief Edition:  Revised, Manuscript 

(1969) 
    
7:88 11 1-8 Culture Worlds, Brief Edition: Revised, Manuscript 

(1969) 
  9-11 Outline of Cultural Worlds 
  12 Miscellaneous Writings 
  13 Entry in International Who’s Who & Photos 
  14 “Why Study Geology?”  Table of Contents 
  15 Tundra Climate & Land Forms—Chapter 25 
  16-17 Chemically & Biologically Formed Rocks—Chapter 8 
  18 Correspondence & Miscellaneous Papers 
  19-29 Cultural World:  Illustrations & Photographs 
  30 Jena, LA map 
  31-32 Buckeye, LA map 
  33 Lecompte, LA map 
  34 Manifest, LA map 
  35 Alexandria, LA map 
  36 Boyce SW, LA map 
  37-38 Pollock, LA map 
  39 Colfax, LA map 
  40 Alexandria, LA map 
  41 Denham Springs, LA map 
  42 West Lane, LA map 
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7:88 11 43 Voorhies, LA map 
  44 Turkey Creek, LA map 
  45 Opelousas, LA map 
  46 LaSalle, LA map 
  47-48 Buckeye, LA map 
  49 Bunkle, LA map 
  50 Artonish, LA map 
  51-53 Boyce NE, SE, SW, LA map 
  54 Turkey Creek, LA map 
  55 Colfax SE, LA map 
  56 Colfax NE, LA map 
  57 Colfax NW, LA map 
  58 Colfax SW, LA map 
  59 Alexandria, LA map 
  60 Simmons south, LA map 
  61 Sr. Francisville, LA map 
  62 Rena South, LA map 
  63 Odenburg, LA map 
  64 Marksville, LA map 
  65 Boyce SW, LA map 
  66 Russell Obituaries (1973) 
  67 Photographs, n.d. 
  68 “Coastal Features” (1974) 
  69-75 Vann Negatives 
  76 Background for Field Excursions  
    
7:89 12 1 Morgan- Abstract, p.467 
  2 Leblanc- Figure 1, p.60 
  3 Morgan (field trip), p.410 
  4 Russell (field trip), p.392 
  5 Bailey Negative- Figure 1, p.53 
  6 Steers Negatives- Figure 1, p.317 
  7 Steers Negatives- Figure 11, p.336 
  8 Steers Negatives- Figure 10, p.334 
  9 Steers Negatives- Figure 9, p.334 
  10 Steers Negatives- Figures 6 & 8, p. 330 & 333 
  11 Steers Negatives- Figure 5, p.328 
  12 Steers Negatives- Figure 4, p.325 
  13 Steers Negatives- Figure 3, p.332 
  14 Steers Negatives- Figure 2, p. 320 
  15 Steers Negatives- Index Map, p. 318 
  16 Steers Negatives- Figure 7 & 12, p. 331 & 338 
  17 Evans Negatives- Figure 4, p. 272 
  18 Evans negatives- Figure 3, p. 267 
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Folder(s) 
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7:89 12 19 Evans Negatives- Figure 2, p.266 
  20 Evans Negatives- Figure 1, p. 265 
  21 Evans Negatives- Figure 5, p.274 
  22 Evans Negatives- Figure 6, 275 
  23 Evans Negatives- Figure 7, p. 276 
  24 Evans Negatives- Figure 8, p.277 
  25 Fisk Paper Negatives, Cover to Abstract 
  26 Fisk Paper Negatives, p. 103-107 
  27 Fisk Paper Negatives, p.108-112 
  28 Fisk Paper Negatives, p. 113-117 
  29 Fisk Paper Negatives, p.118-122 
  30 Fisk Paper Negatives, p.123-127 
  31 Fisk Paper Negatives, p.128-132 
  32 Fisk Paper Negatives, p. 133-137 
  33 Fisk Paper Negatives, p. 138-144 
  34 Fisk Paper Negatives, p.145-151 
  35-42 Dr. Russell’s Manuscript 
  43 McIntire Negatives- Figure 1-3 
  44 McIntire Negatives- Figure 6-9 
  45 Leblanc Negatives, p.62-63 
  46 Leblanc Negatives, p.68-69 
  47 Leblanc Negatives, p.72-74 
  48 Leblanc Negatives, p.76, 78, & 79 
  49 Leblanc Negatives, p.80-81 
  50 Leblanc Negatives, p. 83-84 
  51 Leblanc Negatives, p.86 &89 
  52 Leblanc Negatives, p.92-94 
  53-56 Photographs Mt. Hood, Oregon, and Scenes from Africa 
    
OS:R  1 Maps: Landforms of Arabia (undated); Russian Soviet 

Federal (Society Republic; undated) 
    
   Photograph Files 
    
7:89 13 -- Southwest U. S. A. 
   Louisiana 
   Florida 
   Oregon 
   Outer Banks, North Carolina 
   Hawaii 
   Samoa 
   Fiji 
   Miscellaneous—Philippines, Singapore, U. S. A. 
   Miscellaneous 
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7:89 14 -- St. Kitts, Virgin Islands 
   Grenada, West Indies 
   Antigua 
   Martinique 
   Dominica, Barbados, Grand Cayman, Jamaica 
   Brazil 
    
7:90 15 -- St. Vincent, Barbados 
   Guadeloupe 
   3 of Puerto Rico 
   St. Lucia 
    
7:90 16 -- Cocos-Keeling Island, Indian Ocean 
   L’Union Island, Indian Ocean 
   Rottnest Island 
   5 of Australia 
   New Zealand 
   Mauritius, South Africa 
    
7:92 17 -- Ireland 
   England 
   Spain 
   Portugal 
   Sweden 
   Poland 
   Morocco 
   Greece 
   Africa and Mediterranean 
   Mediterranean, Greece, Rhodes 
    
7:90 18 -- Index to Culture Worlds 
 19 -- Glossary of Geological Terms 
    
7:90 20 -- Miscellaneous items: 
   Bibliography File 
   Postcard Collection 
   Additional Photographs 
    
7:92 21 -- Photographic negatives and film strips 
 22 -- Culture World: Miscellaneous photographs 
 23 -- Culture World: Miscellaneous maps; photographs and 

negatives 
 24 -- Unprocessed materials (Mss. 2648-1981) 
7:94 -- -- Vol. 1: Scrapbook: A Day in May, circa 1967 
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7:94 25 -- Scrapbook materials, 1949-1993 (Mss. 2648-1997) 
7:95 26 -- 3 scrapbooks, 1 CD, and 1 passport (Mss. 2648-2010) 
 27 -- 3 scrapbooks (Mss. 2648-2010) 
7:96 28 -- Oversize scrapbooks, photographs, and documents 

(Mss. 2648-2010) 
7:94 29 -- Boyd Professor diploma, obituary, and photographs of 

Scandinavia and the Baltic states, circa 1940-1971 (Mss. 
2648-2020) 
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