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Use of manuscript materials. If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please place
a request via the Special Collections Request System. Consult the Container List for location
information.

Photocopying. Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member. Do not
remove items to be photocopied. The existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must
be maintained. Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm, digital scan, photocopy
of original held by LSU Libraries), when available.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright,
literary property rights, and libel.

Proper acknowledgment of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or
publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary page.
Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley
Collections are welcome.
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SUMMARY

LSU LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Size

1 linear foot

Geographic Locations

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Inclusive Dates 1942-1983

Bulk Dates 1978-1983

Languages English

Summary The Thomas W. Cutrer Papers contain correspondence, drafts,

and research related to his dissertation, ““‘My Boys at LSU”’:
Cleanth Brooks, Robert Penn Warren, and the Baton Rouge
Literary Community, 1934-1942.”

Access Restrictions None
Reproduction Note May be reproduced
Copyright For those materials not in the public domain, copyright is retained

by the descendants of the creators in accordance with U.S.
Copyright law.

Related Collections

None

Citation Thomas W. Cutrer Papers, Mss. 3955, Louisiana and Lower
Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries Special
Collections, Baton Rouge, La.

Stack Location(s) 48:27
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

Thomas W. Cutrer graduated from Louisiana State University in 1969 with a B.A. in History
before serving in the United States Air Force as an intelligence officer until 1972. He returned to
LSU after his service, completing an M.A. in English literature in 1974. He then earned his Ph.D.
in American civilization from the University of Texas in 1980. His Ph.D. dissertation, titled
“‘My Boys at LSU’: Cleanth Brooks, Robert Penn Warren, and the Baton Rouge Literary
Community, 1934-1942,” would go on to become the book Parnassus on the Mississippi: The
Southern Review and the Baton Rouge Literary Community 1935-1942. The book focuses on the
Southern Review literary journal, notable writers it published, its impact on literary criticism, and
its effect on making Baton Rouge, La., a literary capital for a period until the outbreak of World
War II shuttered the magazine.

Cutrer met his wife, Emily, while at the University of Texas, and the two married in 1978. The
couple has two children: Kate and Will. Cutrer was a professor at Arizona State University until
2013, and then at Texas A&M-Texarkana, where he remained until his retirement in 2023. After
his retirement, he began volunteering at the Museum of Regional History, indexing 19th-century
Texarkana newspapers and working as a volunteer archivist for the Texarkana Museums System.
As 0f 2024, he was working on another book.

The Southern Review, which operated out of Louisiana State University, from 1935 to 1942,
became heralded as one of the premier literary magazines in the United States and the English-
speaking world. It was notable for the diversity of its content, its role as a platform for a new
type of literary criticism that would go on to become “New Criticism,” and the fact that it was a
launching point for several notable authors, such as Eudora Welty. Key to the Southern Review’s
success were the two managing editors, Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren. Warren would
go on to become the only person to win Pulitzer Prizes in both fiction and poetry as well as
become the first United States Poet Laureate in 1986. The Southern Review was relaunched in
1965 and continues to be published as of 2025.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection is arranged chronologically by item type: correspondence, dissertation drafts, and
research.

The Thomas W. Cutrer Papers contain materials related to Cutrer’s dissertation at the University
of Texas, “‘My Boys at LSU’: Cleanth Brooks, Robert Penn Warren, and the Baton Rouge
Literary Community, 1934-1942.” This dissertation would later be published by the Louisiana
State University Press in 1984 as the book Parnassus on the Mississippi: The Southern Review
and the Baton Rouge Literary Community 1935-1942.

Correspondence includes copies of a few letters from 1942 to Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn
Warren expressing grief over the shutdown of the Southern Review. It also contains later letters
to and from Thomas Cutrer asking various people, such as Cleanth Brooks, Robert Penn Warren,
Eudora Welty, and former Louisiana State University students, for research materials,
permissions for photographs and poems, and recollections of the Southern Review and Brooks’
and Warren’s time at Louisiana State University for his dissertation.

Dissertation materials include a draft and final typescript of ““My Boys at LSU’: Cleanth
Brooks, Robert Penn Warren, and the Baton Rouge Literary Community, 1934-1942.”

Research is composed of notecards made by Cutrer for his dissertation with facts, citations, and
quotations.

Related Item Note: Parnassus on the Mississippi: The Southern Review and the Baton Rouge

Literary Community 1935-1942 by Thomas W. Cutrer can be found at LSU Special Collections
[PS267 .B3 C87 1984].
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INDEX TERMS

Brooks, Cleanth, 1906-1994.

Cutrer, Thomas W.

Doctoral dissertations.

Drafts (documents)

English literature--History and criticism.

Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, La.)--History--20th century.
Notecards.

Southern review (Baton Rouge, La.)

Warren, Robert Penn, 1905-1989.
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Stack
Location Box Folder Contents (with dates)
48:27 1 1 Correspondence, February 12, 1942—-July 21, 1983
2-13 ““My Boys at LSU’: Cleanth Brooks, Robert Penn

Warren, and the Baton Rouge Literary Community,
1934-1942” draft, 1980

14-24 ““My Boys at LSU’: Cleanth Brooks, Robert Penn
Warren, and the Baton Rouge Literary Community,
1934-1942” final typescript, 1980

2-3 - Research notecards, circa 1978-1980
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