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remove items to be photocopied.  The existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must 
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literary property rights, and libel. 
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SUMMARY 
 
Size 0.5 linear feet 
  
Geographic Locations Grand Coteau, Louisiana 
  
Inclusive Dates 1838-1939 
  
Bulk Dates 1915-1932 
  
Languages English, French 
  
Summary This collection contains correspondence, including letters from 

Governor Huey P. Long’s office and the Oge family, financial 
records, legal papers, writings, and printed items.  Printed items 
consist of photographs, newspaper clippings, and issues of the 
Congressional Record containing speeches of Huey P. Long. 

  
Access Restrictions No restrictions on access. 
  
Copyright 
 

For those materials not in the public domain, copyright is retained 
by the descendants of the creators in accordance with U.S. 
copyright law. 

  
Citation 
 

John M. Oge Papers, Mss. 4207, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 
Valley Collections, LSU Libraries Special Collections, Baton 
Rouge, La. 

  
Stack Locations W:53-54, OS:O 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 
 
John M. Oge was a resident, politician, and planter of Grand Coteau, Louisiana.  His political 
offices included mayor of Grand Coteau, deputy sheriff of St. Landry Parish, and representative 
in the Louisiana State Legislature.  Oge also served as an agent for the Louisiana Department of 
Conservation.  As a youth, he was raised by the Duffy family of St. Landry Parish.  Oge later 
married one of the daughters of the Duffy family, and they had four children. 
  



OGE (JOHN M.) PAPERS  Mss. 4207 
1838-1939         LSU LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  

Page 5 of 8 

 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
Early business correspondence relates to the sale and transport of cotton, a poor cotton market 
and decline in prices (April 22, 1867), and a property dispute. Later business correspondence 
pertains to dealings with commission merchants, the poor condition of agricultural markets, and 
the collection of an unpaid debt.  Political correspondence reflects the political atmosphere in 
Louisiana during the early twentieth century with letters from Louisiana Governor Huey P. 
Long’s office and political allies requesting support. Also included are letters related to the 
incorporation of the town of Sunset, Louisiana.  Personal correspondence to John Oge from his 
sons, Archie and Gordon, includes requests that Oge use his influence on their behalf for 
employment and military transfers. They also express their sentiments about serving in the U.S. 
Army during World War I. Other personal letters concern family matters, purchase of property, 
and a description of the Rio Grande Valley (February 3, 1925). 
 
Letters of note include a letter from U.S. Senator Huey P. Long of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to John M. Oge of Grand Coteau, Louisiana, concerning the results of the Presidential 
election (November 29, 1932).  A letter from Huey P. Long to a friend concerns financial powers 
in Washington, D.C. and advocates spreading the wealth (March 7, 1933).  In another letter from 
Governor Oscar K. Allen of Louisiana to all mayors, district attorneys, sheriffs, and police 
officers of Louisiana, Allen orders the destruction of slot machines in Louisiana (August 28, 
1934).  There is also a postcard stamped 1939. 

 
Printed items and photographs are unidentified portraits, including cabinet cards and a platinum 
portrait of an infant; newspaper clippings; a book of poetry; and issues of the Congressional 
Record containing speeches of Huey P. Long (1861-1867). Also included are an address by J. Y. 
Sanders given May 25, 1915 in the Congressional Record: “Wall Street’s Outer Guard;” a 
speech of Honorable Huey P. Long of Louisiana in the Senate of the United States (Friday, April 
29, 1934); a blank Louisiana State Board of Health Medical Certificate; a printed copy of the 
memorial of Alice and Ellen Duffy presented to the United States requesting restitution for 
property confiscated by United States Army officers in the spring of 1863; and a St. Charles 
College Catalog, Grand Coteau, Louisiana (1914-1915).   
 
The financial papers relate to the production of cotton and agricultural products and record poll 
taxes paid. Included are lists of accounts for goods and services, tax receipts, and notices from 
commission merchants.  Notices from commission merchants state sale or rejection of 
agricultural products.  Financial papers also document the sale and transportation of farm 
products.  Legal documents include a petition against Patrick Duffy for unpaid wages (1867), an 
appraisal of property owned by Alice and Ellen Duffy (1871), loan payment receipts made out to 
Alice Duffy and certified by the recorder of St. Landry Parish (1872), and various documents 
notarized by John M. Oge.   
 
General papers consist of writings of original poetry and ephemera that consists of invitations, 
political cards, Jockey Club badges, and business cards. 
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INDEX TERMS 
 
Materials relating to these people, places, and things can be found throughout the entire 
collection. 
 
Commission merchants--Louisiana.  
Correspondence.  
Cotton trade--Louisiana.  
Duffy family.  
Long, Huey Pierce, 1893-1935.  
Louisiana--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Confiscations and contributions.  
Louisiana--Politics and government--1865-1950.  
Oge, John M.  
Photographic prints.  
Poetry.  
Poll tax--Louisiana.  
Receipts (financial records)  
Rio Grande Valley--Description and travel.  
Saint Landry Parish (La.)--History.  
Sunset (La.)--History.  
World War, 1914-1918--Personal narratives.  
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CONTAINER LIST 
 
Stack 
Location 

 
Box 

 
Folder 

 
Contents  

W:53 1 1-7 Correspondence, 1860-1939, undated 
    
  8-15 Printed items and photographs, 1871-1933, 

undated  
    
OS:O -- 1 Printed items (oversize), 1904, 1915, circa 1923-

1933: 
   “Huey Long—Defender of Right—He Has Always 

Stood Four Square—N.O. States. As Told by His 
Enemies” (circa 1923), 2 copies. 

   “System Only Scotched, Is Issue, Says Guilbeau—
Declares It’s Behind Wilson and Simpson, Wins If 
Either Lands—To Beat It Elect Huey P. Long by 
Dudley L. Guilbeau” (circa 1923). 

   “For the Welfare of Louisiana—Some Leading 
Men of the State, Who Did Not Support Huey P. 
Long Four Years Ago—Tell Why They Are for 
Him Now” (circa 1927). 

   Louisiana Guardian [v.1: no.1 (1931: May 9)]: 
“Highway Investigation?” Includes articles, “The 
Career of a Tinpot Napoleon,” “Investigate the 
Highway Commission,” and “Dedication … 
Robust Defender of the Rights of the Common 
People,” by S. G. Wimberly, 8 pages. 

   Louisiana Progress [v.2: no.6 (1931: May)]: 
Includes Governor Huey P. Long’s Article, “On 
the Menace of Concentrated Wealth and 
Impoverishment of the Masses,” and a Song 
Dedicated to Governor Huey P. Long, 
“Appreciation,” words by L. H. Poole and Music 
by Geo. C. Stout, 8 pages.  

   “Huey P. Long’s Reply: Letting Parker Face the 
Looking Glass!” Concerning State Property Taxes 
Levied by Previous Administrations and the 
Electricity Tax Which Senator Broussard Voted 
For (circa 1932). 

   “The Kangaroo Court: Trying to Take Louisiana 
Back to the Days of Kellogg, Pinchback, and the 
Scalawag.” Regarding the U.S. Senate 
Investigation of the Overton Campaign (circa 
1932). 
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Stack 
Location 

 
Box 

 
Folder 

 
Contents  

OS:O -- 1 “Senator Huey P. Long’s Reply: Answering Ten 
Months of Lies! Combinations of Lying 
Newspapers … with Such Rebuked Characters as 
Sullivan, Parker, Sanders, ‘Kinky’ Howard, and 
‘Squirt’ Ewing, Spreading Lies Far and Wide to 
Injure Louisiana and to Hurt Its Credit.” Includes 
Cartoon by Trist. The Aforementioned Politicians 
Stranded by the “Rising Tide” of Popular 
Approval for Long’s Programs (1933). 
Newspaper clippings (1904, 1915). 

    
W:54 2 1-12 Financial and legal papers, 1838-1931, undated  
    
  13-14 Writings and ephemera, 1886-1924, undated. 
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