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SUMMARY 
 
Size 8 linear feet. 
  
Geographic Locations Louisiana. 
  
Inclusive Dates 1921-1997, undated. 
  
Bulk Dates 1965-1995. 
  
Languages English. 
  
Summary The Robert W. Heck Papers contain the professional papers of 

Robert Warren Heck, former professor and head of the School of 
Architecture at Louisiana State University. 

  
Access Restrictions None. 
  
Reproduction Note May be reproduced. 
  
Copyright 
 

For those materials not in the public domain, copyright is retained 
by the descendants of the creators in accordance with U.S. 
Copyright law. 

  
Related Collections None. 
  
Citation 
 

Robert W. Heck Papers, Mss. 4694, Louisiana and Lower 
Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries Special 
Collections, Baton Rouge, La. 

  
Stack Location(s) 107:19-22, 104-105: 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 
 
Robert Warren Heck was born October 14, 1924, in Council Bluffs, Iowa. Heck was a professor 
at the Louisiana State University School of Architecture from 1955 to 1988, serving as Acting 
Head from 1974 to 1975, as well as Acting Director from 1980 to 1981 and 1986 to 1987. 
Additionally, Heck served as president of the Foundation for Historical Louisiana and as 
president of the Old State Capitol Associates. He also served on the Historic Marker Committee 
of Baton Rouge. Heck co-authored, with Otis B. Wheeler, Religious Architecture in Louisiana 
(Louisiana State University Press, 1995). In 1995, Heck was awarded the Association of 
Collegiate Schools of Architecture Distinguished Professor Award. Heck died June 5, 1997, in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at age 72. 
 
 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
The Robert W. Heck Papers primarily contain research files and notes compiled by Heck, which 
are related to architecture and historical buildings, especially religious architecture in Louisiana 
used in writing Religious Architecture in Louisiana. Also included in the Robert W. Heck Papers 
are Heck’s professional correspondence, materials and records related to the Community 
Renewal Program of Baton Rouge, published materials collected by Heck, maps, and blueprints. 
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LIST OF SERIES AND SUBSERIES 
 
Series I. Correspondence, 1961-1988 
 
Series II. Community Renewal Program of Baton Rouge, 1968-1971 
 
Series III. Research Files and Notes, 1938-1992, undated 
 

Subseries 1. Religious Architecture in Louisiana Research Files and Notes, circa 
1989-1991 
 
Subseries 2. Other Research Files and Notes, 1938-1992, undated 

 
Series IV. Published Materials, 1921-1997, undated 
 
Series V. Maps and Blueprints, 1963-1995, undated  
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Series I. Correspondence, 1961-1988 
 
This series contains professional correspondence from 1961 to 1988. This series is arranged 
chronologically. 
 
 
Series II. Community Renewal Program of Baton Rouge, 1968-1971 
 
This series contains materials and records related to the Community Renewal Program (CRP) of 
Baton Rouge from 1968 to 1971. The CRP was initiated in 1968 with the purpose of assessing 
the physical, social, and economic conditions of Baton Rouge. The CRP collected and analyzed 
data from various areas of Baton Rouge, such as growth patterns, population characteristics, land 
use, and housing. Heck served as a historical consultant for the CRP. Included in this series is 
correspondence (box 1, folder 5), general information (box 1, folder 6), historical surveys 
conducted on various buildings and neighborhoods of Baton Rouge (box 1, folders 7-25), and a 
final report of the program’s findings (box 1, folder 26). This series is arranged chronologically. 
 
 
Series III. Research Files and Notes, 1938-1992, undated 
 
This series contains research files and notes from 1938 to 1992. Included in this series are two 
subseries containing research files and notes used by Heck in writing Religious Architecture in 
Louisiana and other research files and notes pertaining to Heck’s work. Each subseries is 
arranged alphabetically. 
 

Subseries 1. Religious Architecture in Louisiana Research Files and Notes, circa 
1989-1991 
 
This subseries contains research files and notes used by Heck in writing Religious 
Architecture in Louisiana. Included in this subseries are records pertaining to various 
churches and other religious buildings in Louisiana. These records include original 
research and notes by Heck, as well as original photographs by Otis B. Wheeler. This 
subseries is arranged alphabetically by Parish name. 
 
Subseries 2. Other Research Files and Notes, 1938-1992, undated 

 
This subseries contains assorted research files and notes used by Heck in his work. 
Included in this subseries are research files and notes related to the architecture and 
history of Baton Rouge (box 3, folders 21-40), New Orleans (box 5 folders 50-52 and 
box 6, folders 1-16), as well as other cities and states. This subseries also includes 
research files and notes related to various Louisiana plantations, such as Magnolia 
Mound Plantation (box 5, folders 23-29), Whitney Plantation (box 6, folder 62), Oakley 
Plantation (box 6, folders 19-20), and others. Also included in this subseries are research 
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files and notes related to various historical buildings and landmarks in Louisiana, such as 
Los Adaes State Historic Site (box 5, folders 10-11), the Baton Rouge Pentagon Barracks 
(box 6, folders 25-27), Port Hudson (box 6, folder 31), and others. This subseries is 
arranged alphabetically. 

 
 
Series IV. Published Materials, 1921-1997, undated 
 
This series contains published materials from 1921 to 1997. Included in this series are issues 
from publications related to architecture, such as Journal of Architectural Education (box 7, 
folders 8 and 13, box 8, folder 11), Historic Preservation (box 7, folder 12), Alabama Architect 
(box 7, folder 23), and others. This series also contains programs from various exhibitions 
related to architecture (box 7, folders 7 and 10, box 8, folders 5 and 16). Also included in this 
series are issues of assorted newspapers, such as The Delta Gazette, The Asphodel Enterprise, 
Preservation News, Preservation in Print, as well as supplements to Sunday Advocate, West Side 
Journal, and St. Francisville Democrat (box 9). This series is arranged chronologically, although 
the newspapers are housed separately for preservation purposes.  
 
 
Series V. Maps and Blueprints, 1963-1995, undated 
 
This series contains maps and blueprints from 1963 to 1995. Included in this series are maps of 
various parishes in Louisiana, such as West Feliciana Parish, Claiborne Parish, and Lincoln 
Parish. This series also contains maps of various cities in Louisiana, such as Clinton, Homer, 
Lake Claiborne, Vidalia, Zachary, and others. Also included in this series are blueprints, guides 
for historical building tours, and a hand-drawn map of Magnolia Mound Plantation. This series is 
arranged chronologically. 
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INDEX TERMS 
 
Materials relating to these people, places, and things can be found in the series indicated, as 
represented by their numbers. 
 
Architecture--Louisiana. II-V 
  
Baton Rouge (La.)--History--19th century. II-V 
  
Baton Rouge (La.)--History--20th century. II-V 
  
Church architecture--Louisiana. II-III 
  
Heck, Robert W., 1924- I-V 
  
Louisiana--Maps. V 
  
Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, La.). School of Architecture--Faculty. I-V 
  
New Orleans (La.)--History--19th century. III-IV 
  
New Orleans (La.)--History--20th century. III-IV 
  
Plantations--Louisiana. II-V 
  
Religious architecture--Louisiana. II-III 
  
Wheeler, Otis B., 1921- III 
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CONTAINER LIST 
 
Stack 
Location 

 
Box 

 
Folder(s) 

 
Contents (with dates) 

 Series I. Correspondence, 1961-1988 
107:19 1 1-4 Correspondence, 1961-1988 
    
 Series II. Community Renewal Program of Baton Rouge, 1968-1971 
  5 Correspondence, 1968-1971 
  6 General information, 1969 
  7-25 Historical surveys, 1969 
  26 Final report, 1971 
    
 Series III. Research Files and Notes, 1938-1992, undated 
  Subseries 1. Religious Architecture in Louisiana Research Files and 

Notes, circa 1989-1991 
  27 Acadia Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  28 Ascension Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  29 Assumption Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  30 Avoyelles Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  31 Bienville Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  32-33 Caddo Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  34 Calcasieu Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  35 Caldwell Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  36 Catahoula Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  37 Claiborne Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  38 DeSoto Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  39-44 East Baton Rouge Parish, circa 1989-1991 
 2 1-2 East Feliciana Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  3 Franklin Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  4 Iberia Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  5-6 Iberville Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  7 Jackson Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  8 Jefferson Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  9 Jefferson Davis Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  10 Lafayette Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  11-12 Lafourche Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  13 Lincoln Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  14 Livingston Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  15 Morehouse Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  16 Natchitoches Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  17-25 Orleans Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  26-28 Pointe Coupee Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  29 Ouachita Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  30-31 Rapides Parish, circa 1989-1991 
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Stack 
Location 

 
Box 

 
Folder(s) 

 
Contents (with dates) 

107:19 2 32 Sabine Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  33-34 St. James Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  35 St. John the Baptist Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  36-39 St. Landry Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  40 St. Martin Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  41-42 St. Mary Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  43-44 St. Tammany Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  45-46 Tangipahoa Parish, circa 1989-1991 
107:20 3 1 Tensas Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  2 Terrebonne Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  3 Union Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  4 Vernon Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  5 Vermillion Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  6 West Baton Rouge Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  7-9 West Feliciana Parish, circa 1989-1991 
  10 Winn Parish, circa 1989-1991 
    
  Subseries 2. Other Research Files and Notes, 1938-1992, undated 
  11 Afton Villa Gardens (St. Francisville, Louisiana), undated 
  12-14 Alabama architecture and history, 1974-1988, undated 
  15-17 Alexandria, Louisiana architecture and history, circa 1972-

1976, undated 
  18 Anglo-American Art Museum, LSU Memorial Tower, 1970 
  19 Architectural sketches and notes, circa 1976, undated 
  20 Baker, Louisiana architecture and history, 1969-1974, undated 
  21-40 Baton Rouge, Louisiana architecture and history, 1951-1979, 

undated 
  41 Bayou Lafourche history, circa 1971, undated 
  42 Bayou Plaquemine history, circa 1974, undated 
  43-46 Beauregard Town (Baton Rouge, Louisiana) architecture and 

history, 1965-1981 
  47 Belle Helene Plantation (Geismar, Louisiana), 1968 
  48 Biltmore House and Gardens (Asheville, North Carolina) 

tourist materials, 1981 
  49 Canadian architecture and history, undated 
  50-51 Caribbean architecture and history, 1962-1965, undated 
  52 Charlet House (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), circa 1974-1977, 

undated 
 4 1 City Club Building (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1966-1969 
  2 Clinton, Louisiana historical surveys, 1975 
  3 The Cottage (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), undated 
  4-11 Course materials, circa 1966-1982, undated 
  12 Dansereau House (Thibodaux, Louisiana), 1978 
  13-14 Destrehan Plantation, 1972-1973 
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Stack 
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Folder(s) 
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107:20 4 15-18 East Baton Rouge Parish Courthouse Project, 1987-1988 
  19 East Feliciana Parish architecture and history, 1963-1972, 

undated 
  20 Eureka Springs, Arkansas architecture and history, 1982 
  21-25 Florida architecture and history, 1963-1989, undated 
  26 Folk/vernacular architecture, 1972-1977 
  27-30 Fort Baton Rouge, 1966-1974 
  31 Fuqua House (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1965-1971 
  32 Galveztown (Prairieville, Louisiana), 1973 
  33 General Dodge House (Council Bluffs, Iowa), undated 
  34 Goodwood House (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1966 
  35 Governor’s Mansion (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1985 
  36 Gulf South Research Institute: Capitol Complex Study, 1967 
  37-45 Hammond, Louisiana historical surveys, 1973 
  46 Hermitage Plantation (Darrow, Louisiana), 1967-1972 
  47 Hinckley House (Washington, Louisiana), 1982 
  48-49 Houmas House (Burnside, Louisiana), 1970-1977, undated 
  50-51 Iberia Parish architecture and history, 1969-1975 
107:21 5 1-2 Iberville Parish architecture and history, 1966-1981, undated 
  3 I-House architectural style in Mississippi, 1992 
  4 Kent Plantation House (Alexandria, Louisiana), 1970-1971 
  5 Le Petit Versailles Plantation (Vacherie, Louisiana), 1966 
  6 Lafayette Building (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1966-1970 
  7 Laurel Valley Village (Thibodaux, Louisiana), circa 1976, 

undated 
  8 Livingston Parish architecture and history, undated 
  9 Longwood Plantation (Natchez, Mississippi), 1964 
  10-11 Los Adaes State Historic Site, circa 1968-1972, undated 
  12 Loyd Hall Plantation (Cheneyville, Louisiana), 1968-1973 
  13-17 Louisiana houses, circa 1938-1979, undated 
  18-19 Louisiana State Capitol, 1966-1980, undated 
  20-22 Louisiana State Penitentiary, 1966-1974, undated 
  23-29 Magnolia Mound Plantation (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), circa 

1966-1982 
  30 Mandeville, Louisiana Heritage Tour, 1979 
  31 Melrose Plantation (Melrose, Louisiana), 1970-1979 
  32 Miscellaneous research files and notes, undated 
  33-38 Mississippi architecture and history, circa 1972-1984, undated 
  39-44 Missouri architecture and history, 1974-1988, undated 
  45 Monte Vista Plantation (Port Allen, Louisiana), undated 
  46 Mount Hope Plantation (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1965-

1979, undated 
  47-49 Natchitoches architecture and history, 1973-1975, undated 
  50-52 New Orleans architecture and history, 1962-1986, undated 
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107:21 6 1-16 New Orleans architecture and history, 1962-1986, undated 
  17 Normandy, France historic buildings, undated 
  18 Nottoway Plantation (White Castle, Louisiana), undated 
  19-20 Oakley Plantation (St. Francisville, Louisiana), 1972-1976, 

undated 
  21 Old Arsenal Museum (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1961-1975, 

undated 
  22 Palo Alto Plantation (Donaldsonville, Louisiana), 1976 
  23 Paramount Theater (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1978-1979 
  24 Parlange Plantation (Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana), 1982 
  25-27 Pentagon Barracks (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1966-1979 
  28 Pierre Bordelon Estate (Marksville, Louisiana), 1977 
  29 Pointe Coupee Parish architecture and history, 1975-1986, 

undated 
  30 Poplar Grove Plantation (Port Allen, Louisiana), 1967 
  31 Port Hudson, 1967-1972, undated 
  32 Potts House (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1972 
  33 Poverty Point State Historic Site, 1982 
  34 Prescott-Dougherty House (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1972, 

undated 
  35 Puerto Rico architecture and history, 1963, undated 
  36 San Antonio, Texas architecture and history, 1964, undated 
  37 San Francisco Project, 1974 
  38 Santa Maria Plantation (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1976-1978 
  39 Sargent House (Harrisonburg, Louisiana), undated 
  40 Shadows-on-the-Teche (New Iberia, Louisiana), 1961-1974, 

undated 
  41 Shreveport, Louisiana architecture and history, 1977-1979 
  42 Southern University history, 1979 
  43 Southdown Plantation (Houma, Louisiana), 1973, undated 
  44-47 Spanish Town (Baton Rouge, Louisiana) architecture and 

history, 1966-1977 
  48 Staring House (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 1974 
  49 St. Francisville, Louisiana architecture and history, 1979-1981 
  50 St. Landry Parish architecture and history, undated 
  51 St. Martin Parish architecture and history, 1970-1975, undated 
  52 Unidentified photographs, undated 
  53 Vernon House (Amite, Louisiana), 1967 
  54 Wavertree Plantation (St. Joseph, Louisiana), 1966-1967, 

undated 
  55 Webster Parish architecture and history, 1975 
  56 Welham Plantation (St. James Parish, Louisiana), 1979-1987 
  57 West Baton Rouge Parish architecture and history, 1965-

1980, undated 
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107:21 6 58-60 West Feliciana Parish architecture and history, 1974-1982, 
undated 

  61 Winedale at University of Texas at Austin, 1976 
  62 Whitney Plantation (Edgard, Louisiana), 1992 
  63 Zachary, Louisiana architecture and history, undated 
    
 Series IV. Published Materials, 1921-1997, undated 
107:22 7 1 The White Pine: Series of Architectural Monographs, 1921-

1924 
  2 Excerpts from Southwestern Architect, 1927-1928 
  3-4 The Monograph Series, 1930-1940, undated 
  5 Castillo: The Dramatic Story of Spain’s Great 17th Century 

Fortress in Saint Augustine, 1949 
  6 The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1867-1950: Fire Insurance 

Maps of Louisiana, circa 1950 
  7 A Century of Architecture in New Orleans, 1857-1957: 

Commemorating the Centennial of the American Institute of 
Architects exhibition program, 1957 

  8 Journal of Architectural Education volume 12, number 2, 
1957 

  9 Bay St. Louis, Mississippi: Celebrating 100 Years of 
Incorporation, 1958 

  10 Louisiana Architecture to 1959 Louisiana Art Commission 
exhibition program, 1959 

  11 Texas Sketchbook: A Collection of Historical Stories from the 
Humble Way revised edition, 1962 

  12 Historic Preservation volume 16, number 6, 
November/December 1964 

  13 Journal of Architectural Education volume 19 supplement, 
1964 

  14 Los Indios de San Jose theatre program, 1964 
  15 Forests and People volume 15, number 3, Winter 1965 
  16 Study of the Proposed Riverfront and Elysian Fields 

Expressway and an Alternate Proposal conducted by the 
School of Architecture, Tulane University, 1965 

  17-21 Newspaper clippings, circa 1965-1997, undated 
  22 The Palimpsest volume 47, number 2, November 1966 
  23 Alabama Architect volume 4, number 1, January/February 

1968 
 8 1 Historic Architecture of Pensacola, 1969 
  2 Down South on the Beautiful Gulf Coast magazine volume 20, 

number 2, May/June 1970 
  3 Newsletters, 1970-1992 
  4 Articles on slavery in Louisiana (photocopies), 1971 
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107:22 8 5 Florida Historic Preservation Planning: A Symposium 
exhibition program, 1971 

  6 Mississippi News and Views, February/March 1971 
  7 Colonial Pensacola volume 1, 1972 
  8 Book reviews, 1973-1982, undated 
  9 Dodge Adventurer: 1776 Collector’s Edition volume 4, 

number 5, May/June 1976 
  10 Articles on architecture, 1976-1979, undated 
  11 Journal of Architectural Education volume 34, number 1, Fall 

1980 
  12-13 Tourist pamphlets, circa 1980-1990 
  14 Baton Rouge Magazine volume 3, number 7, July 1982 
  15 The Catfish Town Gazette, 1984 
  16 Modernism in Louisiana: A Decade of Progress, 1930-1940 

exhibition program, School of Architecture, Tulane 
University, 1984 

  17 Ocean Springs Magazine, volume 2, number 1, March 1984 
  18 Country Roads Quarterly Magazine, Spring 1986 
  19 Kiawah magazine volume 5, number 1, undated 
  20 Latin American Studies Institute at LSU: Working Papers, 

undated 
  21 Louisiana’s Deep South magazine, undated 
 9 -- Baton Rouge Refinery Esso News: 50th Anniversary Issue, 

1959 
   This is Rosedown, St. Francisville, Louisiana: The House that 

Time Remembered reprinted from House & Garden, January 
1964 

   Port Hudson Battlefield News, January 5, 1966 
   Welcome to the 7th Annual Louisiana Heritage Tour 

Sponsored by The Foundation For Historical Louisiana, Inc., 
March 15, 1970 

   The Delta Gazette, March 1971 
   The Greater Plaquemine Post, May 27, 1971 
   The Delta Gazette, April 1972 
   St. Francisville Welcomes The Audubon Holiday Inn 

supplement to The Democrat Newspaper, September 19, 1974 
   West Baton Rouge Homes Tour supplement to West Side 

Journal, May 2, 1976 
   Hope Amid Beauty: A Salute to the Alleman Center 

supplement to The Morning Star, March 31, 1977 
   Preservation News, July 1977 
   The Asphodel Enterprise, Summer 1977 
   The Asphodel Enterprise, Fall/Winter 1977 
   The Feliciana Journal, March 18, 1982 
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107:22 9  Eureka Springs Times-Echo: Flashlight, August 1982 
   Audubon Pilgrimage supplement to the St. Francisville 

Democrat, March 15, 1984 
   Preservation News, January 1986  
   Preservation in Print, February 1988 
   Preservation in Print, February 1992 
   Preservation in Print, April 1992 
   St. Joseph’s Cathedral 200th Anniversary supplement to 

Sunday Advocate, September 13, 1992 
   Hermann Area Visitor, September 29, 1992 
   Vacation & Travel supplement to Sunday Advocate, April 24, 

1994 
    
 Series V. Maps and Blueprints, 1963-1995, undated 
104-105: -- OS 1 Hand-drawn map of Magnolia Mound Plantation, circa 1963 
   Map of Downtown Baton Rouge, Louisiana, circa 1967 
   Blueprints of the Joseph Dominic van den Wyngaert 

residence, Rapides Parish, Louisiana, 1973 
   West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana map, Department of 

Highways Traffic and Planning Section, circa 1975 
   Greensburg District, Louisiana map (photocopy), circa 1979 
   Aerial view of Houston, Texas, illustration by Samuel S. 

Bailes, 1981 
   St. Joseph Cathedral electrical plan, 1995 
   “Auto Tour of Old Homes from 1776” map of Natchitoches, 

Louisiana by Cecil E. Burns, Natchitoches Parish Chamber of 
Commerce Historic District Committee, undated 

   Claiborne Parish, Louisiana map, Louisiana Highway Safety 
Commission, undated 

   Town of Clinton, Parish of East Feliciana, Louisiana map, 
Dyer & Moody, Inc. Consulting Engineers, undated 

   “Guideposts to Yesterday” presented by The Jackson 
Assembly, East Feliciana Parish historical buildings and 
landmarks, undated 

   Homer and Lake Claiborne, Louisiana city maps, Colour 
Classified LTD., undated 

   Lincoln Parish, Ruston, and Grambling Louisiana city maps, 
Norman’s Mapping, undated 

   Vidalia, Louisiana city map, Colour Classified LTD., undated 
   “Welcome to Zachary, Louisiana” brochure/map, Zachary 

Business Association, undated 
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