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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

Born in Nagoya, Japan, to Masaichi and Mieko Hattori, Yoshihiro Hattori was 16 years
old when he arrived from Japan to Baton Rouge as part of the American Field Service
(AFS) student exchange program. He resided with his host family, the Richard Haymaker
family of Baton Rouge. He attended McKinley High School with his homestay brother,
Webb Haymaker. Two months after his arrival in Baton Rouge, Webb and Yoshi were
invited to a Halloween party on October 17, 1992. They mistakenly knocked on the front
door of the wrong house, which had a similar address and Halloween decorations. As
they were returning to their car, the property owner, Rodney Peairs opened his carport
door. Armed with a .44 Magnum revolver, he pointed the gun at Hattori and yelled,
"Freeze!" Yoshi Hattori stepped back toward the house, saying. "We're here for the
party.” Peairs shot and killed Yoshi Hattori, claiming that he feared for his life. The
homicide and Peairs' acquittal in the state court of Louisiana received worldwide
attention.

After his acquittal, Yoshi’s parents filed a wrongful death suit against Rodney Peairs in
the 19" Judicial District Court of East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana. The court ruled in
favor of the Hattoris and awarded them $650,000 in damages. Peairs appealed to the
Court of Appeal of Louisiana, First Circuit, however, only Peairs’ homeowner’s
insurance paid compensation. They received $100,000. After legal fees and expenses, the
Hattoris received $45,000.

The Hattoris used this money to establish two charitable funds in their son's name. One to
fund U.S. high school students wishing to visit Japan, and another, Yoshi’s Gift, provided
direct financial assistance to anti-violence organizations in the U.S. In 1997, the
administration of this program was given to the Ceasefire Foundation of Washington in
conjunction with members of the board for Yoshi’s Gift, which included Richard and his
wife, Dr. Holley Galland Haymaker.

At the time of Yoshi’s arrival, Richard Haymaker was on the faculty of the Dept. of
Physics and Astronomy at Louisiana State University. His wife, Dr. Holley Galland was
the Associate Director of Family Practice at Earl K. Long Hospital, LSU. After the death
of Yoshi, they became leading social activists for gun control legislation and violence
prevention. Richard Haymaker communicated by mail, phone and fax with many
individuals and non-profit organizations in an effort to curb gun violence in the nation. In
July of 1993, the Haymakers traveled to Japan for speaking tour on gun violence in the
U.S. The Haymakers also accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Hattori to meet with President Bill
Clinton at the White House in order to present the president with signed petitions.
Haymaker worked towards the passage of the Assault Weapons Ban, which the U.S.
Congress passed in 1994. He received several awards including the Wade Mackey Peace
Making Award, which he shared with his wife Holley, the Powell-Renznikoff Award and
the Brij Mohan Distinguished Professor Award for social action. Haymaker is now
retired from the LSU Dept. of Physics & Astronomy.

Note: For additional information see: http://www11.plala.or.jp/yoshic/y-frame-eng.html.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection chronicles the shooting death of Yoshihiro Hattori by homeowner Rodney
Peairs, Peairs’ criminal trial, and a wrongful death civil suit brought against him by the
parents of Yoshi, Masaichi and Mieko Hattori. The collection contains correspondence,
reports and studies, civil trial and gun legislation, project and events files, printed items,
audio/video material, and the files of several activist organizations. Papers show how
closely Richard Haymaker worked with other individuals and organizations in their joint
efforts to prevent violence and promote handgun safety. Papers also document a visit to
the White House at the invitation of President Bill Clinton, the Haymakers’ speaking tour
in Japan, petition drives, media coverage, and the “Yoshi’s Gift” grant program set up by
the Hattoris to provide funding to organizations that promoted gun control.
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LIST OF SERIES AND SUBSERIES

Series 1. Correspondence, 1991-2016, undated.
Subseries 1. Haymaker-Hattori correspondence, 1992-2016
Subseries 2. Petition correspondence, 1992-1994, undated.
Subseries 3. Topical Correspondence, 1992-2014, undated.
Subseries 4. Alphabetical Files of Correspondents, 1991-2014,

undated.
Series 11. Activism Files, 1992-2014, undated.
Series I1l.  Projects and Events Papers, 1991-2012, undated.

Subseries 1. Petition Drive Papers, 1993.
Subseries 2. Alphabetical Files, 1991-2012, undated.
Subseries 3. “Yoshi’s Gift” Files, 1996-2001.

Series IV.  Legal Papers, 1991-2006, undated.
Subseries 1. Civil Trial Records, 1991-1996, undated.
Subseries 2. Legislation Files, 1991-2006.

Series V. Reports and Studies, 1986-2010.

Series VI.  Printed Items, 1984-2006.
Subseries 1. Journal Articles, 1984-2009.
Subseries 2. Newspaper Clippings, 1992-2006, undated.
Subseries 3. Books, 1993-2002.

Series VII. Audio-visual Material, 1992-2002, undated.
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

Series I. Correspondence, 1991-2016, undated.

Subseries 1. Haymaker-Hattori Correspondence, 1992-2016.

Letters exchanged between the Haymaker and Hattori families convey the grief and loss
over the death of Yoshi Hattori and emotional support they gave each other. The letters
discuss the gun control petitions circulated in Japan and the United States by the
Haymakers and Hattori. They also discuss ideas on projects and events to commemorate
Yoshi and to draw attention to lax gun laws in the U. S. The families report to each other
on the status of their petitions, as well as other individuals with whom they have
corresponded. Letters relate their disbelief and disappointment at the acquittal of Rodney
Peairs. They also discuss visits to the U. S. and to Japan.

Subseries 2. Hattori-Haymaker Petition Drive Correspondence, 1992-1994, undated.
The petitions circulated by the Haymakers in the U.S. and by the Hattoris in Japan, are
the focus of this subseries. The letters request petitions, offer condolences on the death of
Yoshi, and comment on the need to control gun violence in the United States. Letters also
share personal stories about gun violence and needless loss of life. Correspondents
include Japanese friends and strangers who are saddened by the death of Yoshi and
concerned about the easy accessibility of guns in the U.S. Other correspondents include
members of AFS and members of churches and religious organizations. In two early
letters, the Hattoris, offer thanks to those who welcomed Yoshi into the community (Oct.
20, 30, 1992). In another, they thank Reverend Steve Crump for the memorial service
(Oct. 30, 1992). Of particular interest is their letter to Rodney Peairs, in which they tell
him of the person Yoshi could have become. They ask Peairs to give up guns (June 4,
1994). Papers consist of correspondence, blank petitions and signed petitions. In
correspondence to individuals and organizations, Richard Haymaker requests help to
circulate petitions and he discusses the progress of petition drives.

Subseries 3. Topical Correspondence, 1992-2014, undated.

With the exception of anti-gun control and letters to the editor, letters in this group are
organized by titles assigned by the creator of the collection. They include letters from the
AFS community, anti-gun control, Japanese friendships, letters of condolences,
individuals relating stories about personal tragedies and personal convictions concerning
guns. Among the personal tragedies group is Richard Haymaker’s letter to “Dear Abby”
in which he conveys the tragedy of Yoshi’s death and the tragedy of the gun culture in
the U.S. (July 3, 1993). Letters of condolences express sympathy for both the death of
Yoshi and the acquittal verdict of Rodney Peairs. Several of these letters offer to
participate in the petition drive.

Subseries 4. Alphabetical Files of Correspondents, 1991-2014, undated.

This group consists of correspondence with gun control activists and supporters of the
petition drive. They discuss gun control, gun legislation, opinions, and share facts and
information. Among the correspondents are U. S. senators, J. Bennett Johnston and John
Breaux, Louisiana congressional representatives, Richard Baker and Bob Livingston, and
state senator, John Guidry. Haymaker also communicated with Walter Mondale and

Page 7 of 16



RICHARD W. HAYMAKER COLLECTION ON YOSHIHIRO HATTORI Mss. 4698
1984-2016 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES

Michael Armacost, both of whom served as the American ambassadors to Japan, and
Baton Rouge District Attorney, Doug Moreau.

Series Il. Activism Files, 1992-2014, undated.

The majority of non-profit organizations represented in this series promote legislation to
stem gun violence and to change public policies through increasing public awareness.
Their interests focus on laws or policies that regulate the manufacture, sale, transfer,
possession, modification, or use of firearms by civilians. Other organizations represented
in this series are religious and church groups, advocates for child safety, and groups
related to education. Material includes correspondence, newsletters, press releases,
handbills and brochures. The Second Amendment Foundation represents gun owners’
rights.

The most represented organizations are Louisiana Ceasefire and Handgun Control, Inc.
Files are comprised of correspondence, printed material, financial papers, and ephemera.
Several binders of organizational files of Louisiana Ceasefire contain the same type of
material as the files, as well as papers pertaining to specific gun legislation and child
safety measures. Binder #4 contains the Articles of Incorporation, lobbying registration
with the state legislature and a lobbying agreement. Binders #7-8 shows Louisiana
Ceasefire working in conjunction with Handgun Control, Inc. lobbying for federal
legislation requiring child safety locks for handguns. Papers removed from the binders
are retained in the original order of the creator.

Series I11. Projects and Events Papers, 1991-2012, undated.

Subseries 1. Petition Drive Papers, 1993.

This subseries consist of proposals for projects and events to preserve the memory of
Yoshi Hattori and consequently promote gun control due to his violent death. Papers
document the Haymakers’ trip to Japan in July of 1993, and the Hattoris’ and
Haymakers’ White House visit with President Bill Clinton. Photographs of President
Clinton and the Hattoris are included. This group contains proposals for interviews and
stories by news organizations, journal articles, music in honor of Yoshi, and book
proposals.

Note: Files are arranged alphabetically by name of individuals and organizations.

Subseries 2. Alphabetical Files, 1991-2012, undated.

Files in this group consist of proposed and/or completed projects and events dedicated to
the memory of Yoshi Hattori. They include memorials for Yoshi, proposals for books
and articles, and musical performances. Also found is the musical score for To Yoshi’s
Mothers all over the World by Miyako Kume and Akemi Mano and a mock trial
transcript, The Germanville Halloween Shooting (ca. 1998).

Subseries 3. “Yoshi’s Gift” Files, 1996-2001.

With the $45,000 they received from a wrongful death settlement from Rodney Peairs’
homeowners insurance, the Hattoris established the “Yoshi’s Gift Award.” The purpose
of this award was to support organizations in their efforts to promote gun control in the
U.S. The Yoshi Coalition, the Hattoris, and council members chose the recipients for the
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award. In 1997, “Yoshi’s Gift” was merged with the Ceasefire Foundation of
Washington until 2001 when administration of the fund was transferred to the Million
Mom March Foundation. The files contain correspondence, drafts of award requirements,
and grant applications submitted by individuals and groups. Correspondence discusses
applicants, recipients and proposals. Submitted applications include proposed budgets
and project goals of the applicant organization.

Series V. Legal Papers, 1991-2006, undated.

Subseries 1. Civil Trial Records, 1991-1996, undated.

This subseries contains court records from the wrongful death civil suit of Masaichi and
Mieko Hattori vs. Rodney and Bonnie Peairs, and their homeowners’ insurance company.
Records include a court petition and the final judgment in which Rodney Peairs is found
responsible for the death of Yoshi Hattori. Records also contain the complete testimonies
of Webb Haymaker and Holley Haymaker, as well as excerpts of the testimonies of
Rodney and Bonnie Peairs. Richard Haymaker’s statement and comments by Holley
Haymaker are also included.

Subseries 2. Legislation Files, 1991-2006.

This group deals with legislation, pertaining to the Brady Bill, assault weapons legislation
in Congress, and the handgun laws in Louisiana. The papers include correspondence,
clippings of gun legislation and violent crimes, newsletters, and photocopies of
legislative bills filed in the Louisiana Legislature.

Series V. Reports and Studies, 1986-2010.

This series contains reports and studies relating to criminal and social issues arising from
gun violence. Topics include children and gun violence and crime, incarceration, and
news coverage by American and Japanese media. Series also contains facts sheets and an
FBI crime report for 1993.

Series VI. Printed Items, 1984-2006.

Subseries 1. Journal Articles, 1984-20009.

For the most part this series is comprised of articles and commentaries from a gun control
perspective that pertain to the proliferation of guns in the U.S., juvenile crime, gun
violence, gun control legislation, and related topics. They also address the social aspects
and health issues directly related to gun violence, with articles and letters written by
experts in the fields of medicine, psychology, and sociology. The journals Time,
Newsweek, U.S. News and Mother Jones devote entire issues to gun violence and juvenile
crime, including the Columbine High School massacre (1993, 2001).

Subseries 2. Newspaper Clippings, 1992-2006, undated.

Clippings include newspaper articles and editorials on incidents of gun violence,
addressing gun violence in the U.S., juvenile crime, handgun control, and gun legislation.
Many are written about Yoshi Hattori and circumstances surrounding his death, as well as
those related to the Hattori and Haymaker families and their efforts to change gun laws
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and inform the public of the dangers of gun ownership. Clippings reflect the views of
both gun control advocates and gun rights advocates.

Articles and commentaries that speak for Second Amendment rights include a draft of “A
Nation of Cowards,” by Jeffrey Snyder (1993), “the Embarrassment of the Second
Amendment,” by Sanford Levinson (1993), and “Honey, I Warped the Kids,” by Michael
Krasny. Of note are excerpts from a 1993 interview of Rodney Peairs that appeared in
the Japanese publication, Weekly Banshun (1993). In addition, a commentary found in
the journal Gun Week, titled “Japanese Antis Now Busy Trying to Disarm the U.S:
comments on the Yoshi Hattori death. However, it wrongly states that Yoshi was shot
“when he entered the house” (Jan. 29, 1993).

Subseries 3. Books, 1993-2002.

Published books include English, Japanese and French language items that concern the
death of Yoshi Hattori, guns, and crime in the U.S. Several of the books contain personal
inscriptions.

The titles and brief descriptions of each book are as follows:

English language books:
Freedom, Rights and Responsibility, 1996, contains a chapter written by Masaichi Hattori
on “America’s Gun Culture.”

Yoshi: Messages from Japanese & Americans, published by the Yoshi Coalition is a
compilation of prose and poetry contributed by Japanese and Americans in remembrance
of Yoshi Hattori, 1993.

Overcoming Yoshi’s Death discusses Yoshi’s death, and briefly discussed the American
gun culture, advice for students studying abroad, the American judicial system, and the
2" Amendment.

On this Site is a pictorial book depicts crime scenes in the United States, and includes the
carport where Rodney Peairs shot Yoshi Hattori, 1996, by Joel Sternfeld.

French language book:

Violente Amérique Une démocratie en armes by Gilles Delafon, 1995, contains a chapter
“Tue rest Mon Droit,” which pertains to the death of Yoshi, the differences in cultures
and the efforts of the Hattoris and Haymakers to change the gun culture in the U.S.
Japanese language publications include two issues of Shukan Bunshun (Bunshun) that
contain stories on Yoshi Hattori.

Japanese language books:

BECATHZIAT: BFAE - IREBAISZDIE L 724 @ / Umi o koete jiz 0 koete by
Hiromi Bando and Mieko Hattori, 1996, is the story of Yoshi Hattori and what he left
behind (two copies).
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71) =X E7 - XL EREE £ > f-DH = Freeze / Furizu : Piazu wa naze
Hattori-kun o utta no ka = Freeze, 1993, by Katsumi Hiragi and Tim Talley, concerns
Rodney Peairs and what motivated him to shoot Yoshi, 1993.

TA)VNZELEADE: THREBRIXESNFZEM] Z$ / Amerika o aishita shonen :
"Hattori Yoshihiro-kun shasatsu jiken™ saiban,1993, was written by LSU sociology
professor, Yoshinori Kamo, translates to A Japanese Boy Who Loved America the Trial
of the Yoshi Hattori Shooting in Baton Rouge, 1993.

YOSHI : XEMN 5 DBEEY £ M YOSHI : tengoku kara no okurimono.
by Noriko Ando, 2002, is also about the death of Yoshi and the trial of Peairs.

TAYA TxtBREE] #2947 2K 50MA 2 Ea— K54 76008 /

Amerika "tainichi kanjo" kiko : Zenbei 50-shi intabyiz doraibu 600-nichi, 2003, by
Masuo Yakota is a narrative of the author’s road trip across the 50 states to learn about
the American people and the American media.

FTAVADORDA )T UIEHEEKR D TLNSDH?/ Amerika no bejitarian wa naze
futotte iru no ka?,1994, by Takeshi Yabe, relates to gun ownership, gun rights and gun
control activists, as well as the Brady handgun legislation and its effect on gun culture
and crime.

HMEODHEZ DA BFENBEEHREE DI ... / Jasei no kieru hi, 1996, by
Keisuke Nishikawa; Ikuko Yamagishi. The author’s account of her involvement in gun
control after Yoshi Hattori’s death.

YA LY bY—F  BF%#E > 1=+t = / Sairento machi : musuko o ubatta jizshakai,
1995, by Koichi Sunada. Author’s account of his son’s murder in Queens, N.Y. and his
involvement in the trial, as well as gun control.

Also included is a booklet of poetry in Japanese, 1996, by Fumiko Ichimura, which was
sent to the Haymakers Ichimura’s daughter, Seiko Yahata, and 7 A U 7 &2 5 L 7=/ 4F
&) | Amerika o aishita shonen (kadai “The boy who loved America,” a film script
based on the books The boy who loved America by Kamo Yoshinori and Freeze by Hiragi
Katsumi.

Series VII. Audio-visual Material, 1992-2002, undated.

Videotapes, audiotapes and a compact disk related to the death of Yoshi Hattori, gun
violence, music, media coverage and interviews with the Hattoris and Richard Haymaker,
including a phone the Hattoris phone conversation with President Bill Clinton.

Note: See container list for individual titles and location of material.

Page 11 of 16



RICHARD W. HAYMAKER COLLECTION ON YOSHIHIRO HATTORI
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES

1984-2016

INDEX TERMS

Community activists--Louisiana.

Complaints (Civil procedure)--Louisiana.
Firearms ownership--United States.
Firearms--Law and legislation--United States.
Gun control--United States.

Handgun Control, Inc.

Louisiana CeaseFire (Organization)

Nonprofit organizations--Political activity. United States.

Petitions--Japan.

Petitions--Louisiana.

Political activists--United States.

Students, Foreign--Deaths--Louisiana. Baton Rouge.
Violent deaths--Louisiana--Baton Rouge.

Wrongful death--Louisiana--Baton Rouge.
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Contents with dates

2:22

OS:H
2:22

2:23

2:24

2:25

OS:H

2:25

OS:H

2:26

2:26

oo

10

Series I. Correspondence, 1991-2016, undated.

1-12
13-36
37-45

1-16

1
17-85

Subseries 1. Haymaker-Hattori Correspondence, 1992-2016
Subseries 2. Petition Correspondence, 1992-1994, undated.
Subseries 3. Topical Correspondence: AFS family-Church and
religious organizations, 1992-1994, undated.

Subseries 3. Topical Correspondence: Comments on Family
Circle article-Personal convictions concerning gun control, 1993-
2014, undated.

Japanese friends, 1992-1994.

Subseries 4. Alphabetical Files of Correspondents, 1991-2014,
undated.

Series 1. Activism Files, 1992-2014.

86-92
1-46

1-51

1-46

1-57

1-39

2

Series I11.
40-53
1-72

3

1-23
Series 1V.

24-36
37-59

AFS, 1992-2012, undated.

AFS, 1992-1995-Educational Fund to End (Stop) Gun Violence,
1996-1998.

Educational Fund to End (Stop) Gun Violence, 1999-2003-
Louisiana Ceasefire, 1996-2014.

Louisiana Ceasefire, 1996-2014-Louisiana Youth Care
Information Center, 1994.

Maine Handgun Violence Education, 2000--Southern Poverty
Law Center, 1996.

Southern Poverty Law Center, Intelligence Report, 1997-YMCA,
1998.

1992-1997, undated.

Projects and Events Papers, 1991-2012, undated.

Subseries 1. Petition drive papers, 1993.

Subseries 2. Alphabetical files, 1991-2012, undated.

To Yoshi’s Mothers all over the World. Photocopy of a Class
photograph, 1992. Broadside in Japanese for talks by Richard and
Holley Haymaker.

Subseries 3. “Yoshi’s Gift” files, 1996-2001.

Legal Papers, 1991-2006.
Subseries 1. Civil Trial records, 1991-1996, undated.
Subseries 2. Legislation, 1991-2006.

Series V. Reports and Studies, 1986-2010.

1-40

Reports and Studies, 1986-2010.
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Stack

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES

Location Box Folders Contents with dates

2:27

OS:H

2:27

2:28

2:28

2:28

10
11

12

13

1

14
15

16

17

18

Series VI. Printed Items, 1984-2006

40-104  Subseries 1. Journal Articles, 1984-2009

1-22 Subseries 2. Newspaper Clippings: Advocate, 1992-2006-Denver
Post, 1992-1993.

1-15 Subseries 2. Newspaper Clippings: Foreign newspapers, 1993-
Washington Post, 1992.

1 Subseries 2. Newspaper Clippings: Washington Post, 1993-1994.
2-5 Opinion columns, 1989-2000.
4-8 Japanese newspapers.

Subseries 3. Books, 1993-2002.
English and French language books, 1993-1996.
Japanese language books, 1993-2002.

Series VII. Audio-visual Material, 1992-2002, undated.
Tape#  VHS tapes:

1 NHK (Japan) News Footage.

2 CBC News April 10, 19

3,4,12, Yoshi Coverage.

5 Justice Files - “Yoshi” 12/23/95.

6 News Clips - “The Hattori Story.

7 Yoshi’s Memorial.

8 Bob Dotson’s NBC coverage of criminal trial 5/16/93.

9 AFS Texas Orientation.

10 ABC Nightline 5/10/93.

11 Petition Drive.

13 Yoshi Hattori’s Case - Japanese News.

14 Yamagata News Coverage - March 1995.

15 ABC - Dianne Sawyer lead into Al Dale October 1992.
16 20/20 ABC 10/29/93.

17 Between the Lines - KERA Dallas - 10/14/93.

18 TV Asahi Atlanta office

19,23,  Inside Edition.

25, 32

20, 39 NBC - Homicide 4/28/95.

21 Baton Rouge Coverage - Lai Chan - 11/16/92.

29 Yoshi March (Silent March) Sept.1994, Washington D.C.
31 WVLA and WAFB - Jury selection 5/17/93 - Baton Rouge.
33 Haymakers Nagoya visit, Asahi TV 7/14/94.

34 Concealed handgun action (Haymaker).

35 Shot Heard Around the World.

36 Louisiana Ceasefire response to concealed handgun course.
37 “Japbird” - play in San Francisco 10/31/93. (three copies)
38 Taiko.

39 NBC - Homicide 4/28/95.
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Stack
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2:28

2:28

19

19

19

40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

51
52
53
54
55-57

Tape #

P RPOO~NOOTE, WDN -

= O

#1

Nippon TV network news.

“Wrongful Death” - Chris Choy documentary - early cut.
US/Japan Friction - TV Asahi 9/26/93.

TV coverage in Japan, Oct.1992.

Clinton - Yoshi PSA, Japanese TV concert.

Japanese TV.

New Orleans TV fall 1992.

ABCNews Home Video 20/20, A World Full Of, 5/21/99
BRTV. On the Peairs trial 9/12/94.

BRTV Story of Rodney Peairs 1997.

1. Event in Nagoya, Japan, Nov. 26, 2000.

2. CM films for gun control movement made in Japan and U.S.
3. Katrina’s appearance on TV program (BS 23 NHK).
CNN REPORT: Silent March 1994.

Million Mom Marach 5/14/00.

Present for Mr. and Mrs. Haymaker.

Zoom in Super: Ms. Hattori.

Three Japanese language videos.

Cassette tapes:

President Clinton’s phone call to Hattoris.

Living in Fear.

Meeting: Dorothy Mayfield and the Hattoris in Japan.
Yoshi song, Akemi Mano.

Richard Haymaker, CBS Radio.

Andre Trevine Show, New Orleans - R. Haymaker.
Richard Haymaker on Wisconsin Public Radio.
WJBO, Baton Rouge, July 1993 - Richard Haymaker.
Broadcast - May 24, 1993 - R. Haymaker

SB2 - Criminal Justice, April 10, 1996, T 1.

SB2 - Criminal Justice, April 10, 1996, T 2.

Compact Disc:
Yoshi - A Boy Who Loved America.
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